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Saumitra Kumar
Haldaris Ist
full-time chief of
Cauvery Authority

NEW DELHI, DHNS: The Centre
has appointed Saumitra Ku-
mar Haldar as the full-time
chairman of the Cauvery Wa-
ter Management Authority
(CWMA).

The government has ap-
pointed a full-time chair-
man, more than three years
after the establishmentof the
CWMA.

Presently, Haldaris serving
asthe chairman of the Central
Water Commission (CWC).

The Appointments Com-
mittee of the Cabinet ap-
proved his appointment for a
period of five years from the
date he takes charge. He will
serve in the position from No-
vember 30, once heretires as
the CWC chairman.

Since the setting up of the
authority in June 2018, the
Centre has been giving the
post as additional charge
to the CWC chairman.

Tamil Nadu had earlier
approached the Supreme
Court, urging for theappoint-
ment of a full-time chairman.

A degree holder in engi-
neering from the government
engineering college, Jabalpur,
Haldar held various positions
inthe CWC.

He handled various in-
ter-state matters such as co-
ordination and management
of resources of the Narmada
river.

As the head of the CWMA,
Haldarwill haveacasting vote
intheeventofatiewhenariv-
er water dispute arises.

The CWMA will meet fre-
quently to monitor the release
of water from upper riparian
statestolowerriparianstates.

The authority willalso have
power to give approval when
river basin states want to take
up major water resources
projects.

The main task of the au-
thorityis to monitor theimple-
mentation of the final award
ofthe Cauvery Water Dispute
Tribunal, modified by the Su-
preme Court.
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Govt to allocate Rs 2,500 cr
for UKP land acquisition

BENGALURU, DHNS: In a
bid to expedite the works
of the Upper Krishna Pro-
ject (UKP), the state gov-
ernment will allocate an
additional Rs 2,500 crore
for the works, according to
Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai.

He was speaking to me-
dia persons after a review
meeting with Water Re-
sources Minister Govind
Karjol and senior officials
concerned.

In the meeting, it was de-
cided to allocate additional
funds this year to expedite
theland acquisition process.
Inthe 20 villages thatare ex-
pected tosubmerge owingto
the project, the government
must prepare forrehabilita-
tion of the people, officials
were told.

Further, the government
has decided to resolve vari-
ous pending cases pertain-
ing to land acquisition, by
appointing special legal

counsels. Filling up vacant
posts and shifting the Kr-
ishna Bhagya Jala Nigam
to Almatti, were among the
otherdecisions taken to fast-
track the project, Bommai
said.

Meanwhile, the govern-
ment will also ensure that
farmers living in the tail-
end areas of canals com-
ing under phases 1 and 2
of the projects are getting
water. There have been
several complaints that
the tail-end farmers are
not getting water supply,
hesaid.
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Rains recede, projects full

Several districts still reeling under impact of downpour; streams, rivulets overflowing

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Telangana saw some respite
from tains on Tuesday after
incessant downpour since
Sunday under the influence
of cyclone Gulab.

Even as the rain clouds
moved towards Maharash-
tra and Gujarat, several dis-
tricts were still reeling
under the impact of heavy
rains in the past couple of
days with most water bodies
including rivers, rivulets,
streams and tanks continu-
ing to overflow in the after-
math of the downpour,

One person was washed
away in an overflowing
stream near Pulusumamidi
village in Vikarabad late on
Monday night when he at-
tempted to cross the stream
on his two-wheeler. The vic-
tim was identified as Ishag
Pasha, a bike mechanic
working in Hyderabad,

All the major irrigation
projects in the Godavari
basin in north Telangana
were in spate, prompting Ir-
rigation Department offi-
cials to lift gates in most
projects on Tuesday., The
department also issued ared
alert for people living in
areas downstream of Sriram
Sagar Project (SRSP) on
Monday night asking them
not to go near project areas
and river banks,

N

Pochera waterfall in spate following heavy rains, in Adilabad district on Tuesday.

Officials lifted the gates in
more than half a dozen
reservoirs including the
Kadem project in Nirmal
district and Medigadda bar-
rage in Jayashankar Bhupal-
pally district, to release
water downstream, At Med-
igadda barrage, officials
lifted 79 of the 85 gates tolet
out 8.5 lakh cusecs of water
into Godavari River,

Following heavy rains till
Monday midnight, low-lying
areas were inundated in
Nizamabad, Rajanna Sircilla,
Nirmal and Karimnagar dis-
tricts. The overflowing
streams and water bodies af-

fected road connectivity to
some villages. A portion of
Madanapalli and Amrad
road in Nizamabad district
was washed away, affecting
traffic movement in the area.
A few areas in Nizamabad
town were under sheets of
water and local authorities
shifted the residents to relief
camps, In Ayyavaripally,
Rangareddy district, a
stream overflowed onto the
road and disrupted vehicu-
lar traffic. A truck got stuck
in the overflowing waters at
Buggamadaram Bridge,
Chintalapalem mandal in
Suryapet.  (SEEPAGES24,5)

RESPITE FOR
HYDERABAD

HYDERABAD: Contrary
to fears that Monday's
heavy downpour would
continue, Tuesday saw
the city heaving a sigh
of relief after waking up
to a cloudy morning.
The maximum temper-
ature recorded on Tues-
day was 26.6 degree
Celsius, which is at
least four degrees less
than normal.

(REPORT PAGE 3)
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Twin reservoirs in city reach FTL

Water board opens 10 gates of Himayat Sagar, six gates of Osman Sagar

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

Following heavy rains in the last
couple of days, the water levels in
twin reservoirs of the city have
reached the Full Tank Level (FTL)
on Tuesday.

To release the water from the
reservoirs into tiver Musi, the Hy-
derabad Metropolitan Water Sup-
ply and Sewerage Board
(HMWS&SB) opened 10 gates of
Himayat Sagar upto two feet and
six gates of Osman Sagar up to
three feet.

Following the IMD-Hyderabad
alert for Telangana, two of the 17
gates of Himayat Sagar and four of
the 15 gates of Osman Sagar, were
already kept open.

The HMWS&SB in a press re-
lease said the water level at Hi-
mayat Sagar was recorded at the
FTL of 1,763.50 ft. The water level
touched the reservoir capacity i.e.
2.97 TMC and officials were taking
measures to release the inflows
from upstream areas. While the
water body was receiving 5,000
cusecs of inflow, the outflow stood
at 7,700 cusecs.

Meanwhile, Osman Sagar was
receiving 2,000 cusecs of inflow
and the recorded outflow was
2,100 after the gates were opened.
The water level in the reservoir
touched FTL of1,790 ft, The reser-
voir capacity is 3.90 TMC and the
water level reached maximum
capacity.

Officials of line departments
went around residential clusters
located in downstream areas of Hi-
mayat Sagar, Osman Sagar and the
Musi catchment area and alerted
people. Precautionary measures
were taken by GHMC, police and
revenue department.

Officials of three district collec-
torates- Hyderabad, Ranga Reddy
and Medchal-Malkajgiri - were
asked to take measures in down-
stream areas, Meanwhile, all the
lakes in the GHMC and HMDA
areas were inspected by Irrigation
& CAD department engineers,
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Stop AP projects, TS to KRMB

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Telangana has requested
the Krishna River Manage-
ment Board (KRMB}) to stop
all the new projects and ex-
pansion of existing projects
and canals in Andhra
Pradesh without the ap-
praisal of the board and
apex council,

In a letter to the board
chairman, TS Irrigation En-
gineer-in-Chief (General)
urged him to communicate
the information to the Sec-
retary, Department of
Water Resources (DoWR),

Ministry of Jal Shakthi for
appropriate action,
Referring to the construc-
tion of Pinnapuram pumped
storage hydro-electricity
project by Andhra Pradesh,
he said the project was
based on withdrawal of Kr-
ishna waters and the order
issued by the AP govern-
ment was in contravention
of Section 84 and 85 of the
AP Reorganization Act, as
any such project can be ini-
tiated or taken up only with
the prior approval of the
apex council, In this regard,
a request was also made to
initiate necessary action to

prevent AP government
from taking up any further
action, including calling and
awarding tenders in terms
of the decision in
G.O.Ms.No.64 dated De-
cember 2, 2020 and to share
any correspondence on all
matter with Telangana.

However, no cotrrespon-
dence was received so far
on this matter. From a
deficit Krishna Basin, di-
verting water outside the
basin and utilising for hy-
dropower generation was
highly objectionable while
the in-basin areas are starv-
ing for water.
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Eighteen gates of M
STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

All the major irrigation proj-
ects in Godavari basin in
north Telangana were in
spate, prompting Irrigation
department officials te lift
gates of most projects on
Tuesday, The department
also issued a red alert for
people livingin areas down-
stream of Sriram Sagar Proj-
ect (SRSP) on Monday night
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All reservoirs on Godavari brimming

E P

asking them not to go near
project areas.

Officials lifted the gatesin
moere than half a dozen
reservoirs including Kadem
project, Medigadda barrage
to release water down-
stream. At Medigadda bar-
rage, officials opened 79 of
the 85 gates tolet out 8.5 lakh
cusecs of water, Kamareddy
Chief Engineer T Srinivas
said nine of the 48 gates of
Nizamsagar Dam were

anair Damwere lifted to let out water which almost touched the cable bridge in Kari

opened to release 66,000
cusecs of water while six
gates of Kaulas Nala project
in the district were also
opened. Nirmal Irrigation
Superintending Engineer D
Susheel Kumar said they
were discharging 30,000
cusecs from Kadem project
through three gates.

In Nizamabad alone, as
many as 2,000 water bodies
received surplus water this
monsoon, officials said.

mnagar on Tuesday.

Jagitial Chief Engineer
(Irrigation) Kothe Sudhakar
Reddy told Telangana
Today thatthe SRSP was re-
ceiving 290 lakh inflows
from the catchment areas in
Maharashtra, Since the proj-
ect was receiving heavy in-
flows, the department was
releasing 3,99,840 cusecs of
water downstream through
33 gates, Since water re-
leased from SRSP was
reaching Sripada Yellam-

palli Project after traveling
105 km, officials of Sripada
Yellampalli Project lifted 40
gates and were discharging
seven lakh cusecs of water.
The gates of Sundilla and
Annaram were also opened,

Meanwhile, as many as
21,552 tanks out of 43,870
tanks across the State re-
ceived surplus water while
13,451 tanks were filled be-
tween 75 per cent and 100
per cent,



Road connectivity
to several villages
cut off; over
53,000 stranded

STAFF REPORTER
SRIKAKULAM/KAKINADA

With heavy inflows from
catchment areas following in-
cessant rains, many rivers,
including Vamsadhara, Su-
varnamukhi and Nagavali in
Andhra Pradesh, have been
in spate since Tuesday.

This led to heavy flooding
in many mandals, including
Palakonda, Burja, Amadala-
valasa, and Srikakulam.
Around 48,500 cusecs of wa-
ter has been released from
the Narayanpur Anicut built
across the Nagavali in Burja
mandal.

The inflow was 29,100 cu-
secs in the Madduvalasa re-
servoir built across the Suva-
ranamukhi, a tributary of
Nagavali river, and the out-
flow was 50,434 cusecs, in
the Palakonda division.
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Following rain, many rivers in spate in A.P.
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Road connectivity to sev-
eral villages was completely
cut off as rivers, rivulets and
streams overflowed, leaving
over 53,000 people strand-
ed. The situation was worst
in the Palakonda division
with people facing shortage
of food and water and there
was no electricity.

Srikakulam District Fire
Officer Ch. Krupavaram, Pa-
lakonda DSP M. Sravani and
other officials travelled in a
boat in the floodwaters and
reached Kondasekarapalli,
Koppara villages of Palakon-
da division. They provided
food and explained the relief
measures being taken to res-

cue people stranded in the
floods.

Srikakulam Collector Shri-
kesh B. Lathkar said the dis-
trict administration had ta-
ken preventive steps to
minimise the damage to
crops in the backdrop of
floods and continuous heavy
downpour in many parts of

the district on Tuesday.

Paddy cultivation

At least 4,453 hectares under
paddy cultivation have been
inundated following inces-
sant rains across East Goda-
vari district. The total extent
of area under paddy cultiva-
tion is above 2.22 lakh hec-
tares in the district.

There was some respite
for Telangana from rain on
Tuesday. Almost entire Te-
langana was battered during
the 24-hour period till 8.30
a.m. on Tuesday. The highest
of 25 mm rain was recorded
at Ailapur in Jagtial district.
However, the impact of Mon-
day’s very heavy to extreme-
ly heavy rain was still visible
on Tuesday too.

According to the Met de-
partment, a highest of nearly
22.6 cm rain was recorded at
Jakranpalle in Nizamabad
district during the 24-hour
period till 8.30 a.m. on
Tuesday.

(With inputs from Telan-
gana bureau)
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‘GOING | SLOW | Panel unable to access site; report had warned of poor upkeep

Probe at Pulichantala dam stalled

N. VAMSI
SRINIVAS | DC
HYDERABAD. SEPT. 28

Even nearly two
months after the radial
gate of the Pulichin-
tala multi-purpose
irrigation project
washed away, the high
level expert committee
could not conduct a
scientific and thor-
ough probe into the
cause of mishap and
come up with remedial
measures.

The committee mem-
bers, inquiries by this
newspaper revealed,
could not reach the
thrust block and rest
plate, the poor con-
struction and mainte-

nance of which led to
the collapse of the
gate in the absence of
walkway bridges, a
minimum require-
ment for personnel to
regularly monitor the
condition of any dam
gate,

Inquiries also
revealed that safety of
at least another three
gates was in doubt
while the irrigation
authorities have
been impounding 33
tme ft of water:

On the other hand,
the contractors who
executed the project —
BSCL Pvt Ltd {(civil
works) and Bekam
Infra Projects (radial
gates) got away

thanks to the patron-
age of successive gov-
ernments.

“The committee visit-
ed the project site and
is looking into the
reasons for the mishap.
We did some drone
survey also,” L. Na-
ravana Reddy, Engi-
neer-in-Chief, told this
newspaper. “There is
no immediate danger
to the remaining
gates,” he pointed
out.

However, sources
said the committee
inspection which was
done only once was
highly superficial and
no proper study could
be done. “There is no
way we can reach the

critical areas like trun-
nion level because
there are no walkway
bridges. We are just
clueless on how such
minimum but manda-
tory requirement was
missing in Pulichi-
ntala,” a committee
member said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

Inquiries by Deccan
Chronicle also revealed
that the successive
governments turned a
blind eve to an inspec-
tion report submitted
by N. Kannaiah Naidu,
a dam gates expert, on
the Pulichintala spill-
way radial gates and
river sluice gates
way back in August
2014,

The inspection
report highlighted
that “the thrust block
is fully covered with
concrete  dust  and
falling of concrete.
Since the bracket
will slide over thrust
block when gate is
loaded, the matching
surfaces shall be
clean.”

The latest round of
inspection of the
Pulichintala project by
the experts committee
revealed that, prima
facie, the dam wsa
poorly maintained
over several years and
that no follow up
action was taken on
the previous inspec-
tion report.
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‘FIRST RESPONDERS FOR DISASTER MANAGEMENT TO BE SET UP IN 350 DISTRICTS’

Working on mapping Brahmaputra flood plains: Shah

New Delhi: The government is
working on a programme to set
up disaster management volun-
teers in 350 districts of the coun-
try as first responders and map-
ping the Brahmaputra flood
plains to create artificial lakes to
mitigate the annual floods in
Assam, Home Minister Amit
Shah said Tuesday.

Speaking atan event to com-
memorate the 17th Formation
Day of the NDMA, Shah said: “No
matter how much hard work we
put into formulating responses
and preparing plans, there will
never be a time that NDRF and
SDRF respond immediately to a
disaster. If we need a response
within seconds, it can only be

done by the people. Only trained
Aapada Mitr (volunteers) in
every village can achieve this.”
Aapada Mitr is a programme
to identify suitable individuals in
disaster-prone regions who canbe
trained to be first responders in
times of natural disasters. It is be-
ing implemented in 30-flood
prone districts across 25 states.

“However, this experimentisona
very small scale at the moment.So
we are going to implement this
programme in 350 disaster-prone
districtsin the country,” Shah said.

He said the government was
also using satellite imagery and
data to build roads and rail net-
works in a way that natural wa-
terways are not obstructed. ENS
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Gulab inundates Hyderabad localities

Residents complain of foul stench and increased mosquito menace following the rain

Flood water coming out of Singur dam in Telangana as five gates were li?ted | E;mss

SUNNY BASKI @ Hyderabad

THE heavy rainfall which occurred
in the city on Monday due to Cyclone
Gulab has caused inundation in sev-
eral low-lying areas.

Residents living in flood-prone ar-
eas are facing severe inconveniences
as they had no other option than to
wade through stagnated water,
whenever they venture out of their
houses. A few of them even spent
their Monday night clearing out the
water which had flowed into their
houses.

In Dammaiguda, water

from the nearby lake had

flown into the streets, caus- “L_
ing the water to reach a |
height of two feet. Residents *
of LSR Colony and Anjanadri
Nagar were particularly miffed

as apart from the rainwater, the pol-
luted water from Jawahar Nagar is
also entering their colonies.

K Srinivas Sharma, a colony wel-
fare body member of Anjanadri Na-
gar, said that since 2019, whenever, it
rains heavily, water from Dam-
maiguda lake gushes into the locali-
ties. “As if this is not enough, pol-
luted water from the dumping yard
gets mixed with rainwater and flows
onto these colonies and makes situ-
ation terrible for residents,” he

M

said.

According to him, close to 1,000
houses are affected in Dammaiguda
due to the improper pipeline system.
“The government has sanctioned 2
crore for a 1,500-meter long pipeline
for the free flow of water: We request
the authorities to immediately take
up the works to avoid inconvenience
to residents,” he added.

A resident of Anjanadri Nagar,
Balaram, said that they were unable
to step out of home on Monday night
as the intensity of water flow was
quite heavy. This apart, the pol-
", luted water is giving out a
., foul stench and also giving

L rise to mosquito menace in

the locality, he added.

The situation is no differ-

ent in Shirdi Sai Nagar in

East Anandbagh as several

lanes have turned into pools, forcing

many to stay indoors. Water from

Bandh Cheruvu is directly flowing

into this area and the existing drain-

age system is unable to manage the

increased water flow. To tackle this

situation, the GHMC has been con-

structing a box drain to let out free-
flowing floodwater.

A resident Mahesh said that there
was no place for him to sleep as wa-
ter entered his house after heavy
rains lashed the city.

" Govt will take care
of cyclone-hit
farmers: AP Minister

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Vijayawada

ASSURING that the government will take care of the
farmers who lost their crops in Cyclone Gulab, Agricul-
ture Minister Kurasala Kannababu said officials have
been appointed to assess the crop damage and slammed
the opposition TDP leaders for making baseless allega-
tions against the government.

The minister said as per preliminary estimates, al-
most 1.56 lakh acres of crop loss had occurred due to
the cyclone, especially in both Godavari and Krishna
districts. He stated the officials have been appointed to
oversee the final enumeration and the district collec-
tors have been directed to hold Agri-Advisory Commit-
tee meetings to discuss the crop loss. As instructed by
the Chief Minister, all the required measures will be
taken to save the farmers from losses.

While the government is working hard in these criti-
cal situations, the TDP leaders are creating panic
among farmers by taking up a malicious campaign
against the government, he alleged. “Unlike the previ-
ous government, Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan Red-
dy has always supported the farmers and introduced
market stabilisation fund, and stood by them right from
seed to sale,” Kanna Babu asserted.

Drawing comparison, he said that the previous TDP
government had procured only 11.22 lakh Mt of crops
in five years by spending ¥3,921 crore. The YSRC gov-
ernment had spent 6,454 crore to procure 19.39 lakh Mt
crops in the last two years.

RAINFALL EASES UP
IN KANNTYAKUMARI

Nagercoil: Owing to the continuous rain that lashed
the Kanniyakumari district, a house got damaged,
and four houses in the Vilavancode and Killiyoor Taluk
were partially damaged during the morning hours of
Tuesday. Official reports stated compared to the last
24 hours till Monday morning, the district witnessed
lesser rainfall on Tuesday, and the inflow to the dams
was also increased in past few days. ENS
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A view of Cooum from Spur Tank Road in Chennai on
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CAN THE SINGAPORE
MODEL SAVE COOUM?

NIRUPAMA VISWANATHAN
@ Chennai

THE Cooum has often drawn
comparisons with the Singa-
pore River over the past cou-
ple of decades, with both hav-
ing faced similar issues.

The Singapore River in the
1970s was choking with sew-
age and effluent flowing into it
from the thriving enterprises
on the waterfront.

The river also coursed
through the central business
district, much like
the Cooum. Be-
tween 1977 and
1987, however, gov-
ernment agencies
joined forces to
clean the river. Chief among
their objectives was to identify
and eliminate causes of pollu-
tion. During the same period,
however, Cooum’s condition
went from bad to worse.

In 2009, a Tamil Nadu dele-
gation, led by the then deputy
chief minister M K Stalin, vis-
ited Singapore to learn how
the Singapore model can be
adopted to the Cooum in Chen-
nai. But, after the AITADMK
government assumed office in
2011, this proposal did not
move further.

Now, as the DMK takes up
‘Singara Chennai 2.0°, of
which cleaning up the Cooum
is a part, there are several as-
pects to learn from the Singa-

DOWN BY THE

3

pore model and also from oth-
ers, say experts.

When TNIE contacted an of-
ficial who was part of the
2009-delegation, he said pollu-
tion due to urbanisation and
encroachments in both rivers
were the same. But factors like
population and the size of the
river basin had to be consid-
ered to make it a viable project
for Cooum. “Here, the river ba-
sin is around 400 square kilo-
metres, whereas in Singapore,
it was a maximum of 100
square Kilometres.
They had shifted
the river mouth
and built a bar-
rage,” the former
official said.

“They had created a fresh-
water reservoir in Singapore.
If you look at Cooum, there is
tidal influence. Till Chetpet, it
is considered a tidal zone and
the water will be saline and
not potable,” he added. Moreo-
ver the intensity of the floods
also has to be considered. A
flood regulator here, similar to
the one Singapore had, was

Before installing fences and building
retaining walls, Commercial
establishments encroaching the
river must be removed without
discrimination

Veerappan A, PWD senior engineers assn

washed away in the 1976 cy-
clone, officials said.

In the Cooum, issues of pol-
lution are yet to be fully ad-
dressed. In Singapore, indus-
trial establishments and the
26,000 families residing along
the banks were relocated by
1984. In Tamil Nadu, commer-
cial establishments continue
to function along the Cooum,
though families have been
relocated.

“Before installing fences
and building retaining walls,
we have to get to the basics
first. Commercial establish-
ments encroaching the river
must be removed without dis-
crimination,” said Veerappan
A, former special chief engi-
neer, PWD, who is presently
the state secretary of Tamil
Nadu PWD Senior Engineers
Association. In his opinion,
any structure, including the
fence built along the river, will
not withstand the salt-laden
air of the locality

“They also have to figure
out segregation of solid and
liquid waste. Sewage treat-
ment plants are not enough. I
would suggest using rein-
forced concrete pipes to collect
liquid waste along the two
banks of the river and the grey
water to be recycled through a
tunnel reservoir,” he added.

In this series, TNIE looks at
the problems plaguing the riv-
ers flowing through TN.
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Nature-based, people-centred
solutions for water

The second in a series of weekly articles on the new National Water Policy

MIHIR SHAH

Since Independence, water pol-
icy in India has focused prima-
rily on construction of large
dams and extraction of ground-
water. The new National Water
Policy (NWP), drafted for the
first time by a committee of
independent experts, argues
that definite limits are becom-
ing evident in further adopting
this strategy in different parts
of India. The country is running
out of sites for building large
dams, while the water table and
groundwater quality are falling
in many areas. Hence, without
ruling out the construction of
more dams or the sustainable
use of groundwater, the new
NWP urges a shift in focus
towards management and dis-
tribution of water.

The policy draws attention
to NITI Aayog’s estimate of the
growing gap between the
Irrigation Potential Created
(IPC) and the Irrigation
Potential Utilised (IPU). Thishas
meant that trillions of litres of
water, stored at huge costtothe
national exchequer and the
environment, has not been
reaching the farmers for whom
it is meant. Bridging the IPC-
IPU gap can add millions of
hectarestoirrigated area at very
low cost, even without building
asingle new dam. To make this
happen, the management of the
command areas has to be hand-
ed over to the farmers them-
selves. All successful command
area projects in several states
show that once farmers them-
selves feel a sense of ownership,
the process of operating and
managing irrigation systems
undergoes a profound transfor-

mation. Farmers willingly pay
Irrigation Service Fees (deter-
mined in a transparent and par-
ticipatory manner) to their
Water Users Associations
(WUAs). This enables WUASs to
repair and maintain distribu-
tion systems and ensure that
water reaches each farm. This
kind of Participatory Irrigation
Management (PIM) implies that
state irrigation departments
concentrate on technically and
financially complex structures,
such as main systems and sec-
ondary canals. The tertiary-level
canals, minor structures and
field channels are handed over
to WUAs to ensure that water
reaches farmers even at the tail-
end of the command. Many
states have innovated by
deploying pressurised closed
conveyance pipelines, com-
bined with Supervisory Control
and Data Acquisition (SCADA)
systems and pres-
surised micro-irri-

The NWP proposes

manner, after building a con-
sensus among all stakeholders.

The NWP recommends that
rejuvenation of river catchment
areas be incentivised through
compensation for ecosystem
services, especially to vulnera-
ble communities in the
upstream, mountainous
regions. Renewed thrust on
local rainwater harvesting to
catch the rain where it falls,
when it falls must be combined
with demarcation, notification,
protection and revival of tradi-
tional local water bodies in both
rural and urban areas. This
would form part of urban blue-
green infrastructure for
improved water levels and qual-
ity, as also flood mitigation,
through specifically curated
infrastructure such as rain gar-
dens and bioswales, restored
rivers with wet meadows (where
they can meander), wetlands
constructed for bio-
remediation, urban

gation. Thisenables acomprehensive parks, permeable
multiple win-wins: review of safety  pavements, sustain-
lower cost of land andsiltationof  able natural drainage
acquisition, faster all dams and systems, green roofs
implementation,  diversion weirs  and green walls. All
higher water-use olderthan government build-
efficiency and 50years ings, it recommends,
greater accountabil- would be built (and
ity and transparency, withtime- old public sector buildings

ly information, assurance and
distribution of water to farmers.

There is mounting evidence
across the globe in favour of
“nature-based solutions” for
water storage and supply. Thus,
the NWP places major emphasis
on supply of water through reju-
venation of catchment areas.
Neglect and destruction of these
areas has meant annual soil loss
of about 15.35 tonnes per
hectare, which causes siltation
of reservoirs and reduces their
capacity by 1-2 per cent per
annum. The NWP proposes a
comprehensive review of safety
and siltation of all dams and
diversion weirs older than 50
years, and suggests that those
deemed unsafe and/or silted up
tomore than 80 percent of their
storage capacity could be
decommissioned in a phased

retrofitted) in accordance with
sustainable building codes,
adopting water management
with recycling, reuse and closed
circuit technologies.
Recognising that groundwa-
teristhe lifeline of India’s econ-
omy and society, the NWP gives
highest priority to its gover-
nance and management.
Drilling to greater depths and
pumping at higher rates have
caused a precipitous fall in both
the water table and water qual-
ity in a very large number of dis-
tricts. This is a direct conse-
quence of atomistic,
competitive extraction of what
is a shared, common pool
resource (CPR), without taking
into account the enormous
diversity in the nature of India’s
aquifers. The vital ecosystem
services provided by groundwa-

ter have also been endangered.
The most striking manifestation
of thisis the drying up of rivers,
which depend on base-flows
from groundwater during the
post-monsoon period.

Given that groundwater is a
CPR and considering the large
number of groundwater sources
— over 40 million wells and
tubewells and 4-5 million
springs —spread across diverse
socio-ecologies, the NWP sug-
gests that effective manage-
ment of groundwater cannot be
positioned on a centralised,
licence-based bureaucratic
approach. Rather, Participatory
Groundwater Management
(PGWM), being pioneered
through the Atal Bhujal Yojana,
must form the backbone of
groundwater programmes in
both rural and urban areas.
Information on aquifer bound-
aries, water storage capacity and
flows in aquifers should be pro-
vided in an accessible, user-
friendly manner to primary
stakeholders, designated asthe
custodians of their own
aquifers, to enable them to
develop protocols for sustain-
able and equitable manage-
ment of groundwater. PGWM
must be implemented inaloca-
tion-specific manner that takes
into account the diversity of
India’s hydrogeological settings.
The NWP also proposes that the
National Aquifer Management
Programme (NAQUIM) adopt a
bottom-up approach and pro-
vide maps at a scale of 1:10,000.
Only by going down to this scale
will the information provided
by NAQUIM be in a form that is
usable for the main stakehold-
ers engaged in aligning their
cropping patterns to the avail-
ability of groundwater, without
which, as I will explain next
week, India’s water problem
cannot be solved.

The writer is Distinguished
Professor, Shiv Nadar University.
He chaired the Committee to
draft the new National Water
Policy set up by the Ministry of
Jal Shaktiin 2019
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459 rescued in two days in Osmanabad
district, water released from Manjara dam

Aurangabad: As many as 459
people were rescued from flood-
affected areas in the last 48 hours
across Osmanabad district of
Maharashtra and the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDREF) even deployed a heli-
copter to reach those stranded
in floodwaters, officials said
on Tuesday
evening.

Water was released from
Manjara dam during the day,
causing flooding in downstream
villages and parts of neigh-
bouring districts, they said.

Six persons including two
children were rescued by the
NDRF by deploying a heli-
copter at Dautpur village in
Osmanabad tehsil, while ten
persons were similarly rescued
from Saundane Amba village in
Kalamb tehsil.

The Osmanabad-Ausa road
was blocked as water was flow-
ing over the Kamegaon-
Samudrawani bridge.

The Manjara dam was
filled to the capacity which

necessitated opening of eighteen
gates of the dam, an official said.

Twenty persons were res-
cued from a house in
Wakadwadi village of Kalamb
tehsil. Some 125 persons were
rescued in Ramwadi, 114 in Irla,
35 each in Ter and Borkheda
and 90 in Dautpur, the official
said. Balaji Kamble (30), resident
of Irla, was washed away and
search was on for him. At least
20 big and 17 small cattle per-
ished in the floods while 80 huts
were damaged. Two teams of
NDREF participated in the rescue
operations.

The collector of the neigh-
bouring Latur district, Prithviraj
B P, told PTI that a family of
three including a child was
reportedly stranded at
Pohregaon in Renapur tehsil of
the district, but rescue teams
could not reach the spot due to
the bad weather and low visi-
bility.

"We are trying other ways to

rescue them. The helicopter
(used by the NDRF) has halted
in Latur. It will fly tomorrow
morning to rescue them," he
said. The Osmanabad district
has received 824.90 mm of aver-
age rainfall this monsoon, 204
mm higher than the 620.60
mm recorded last year, with
Bhoom tehsil receiving 961.60
mm rain this season so far, an
official said.

After several years, the dis-
trict, part of the generally
parched Marathwada region,
has received such robust rain,
which stands at 136.78 per cent
of the annual average, he added.

"Dams like Sinakolegaon,
Chandani, Manjara, Terna,
Lower Terna, Ruibhar, Kurnoor
and Bori are overflowing. Ujani
Dam, which is the main source
of water for Osmanabad city, is
also overflowing. Heavy rains
have affected Kharif crops like
soybean, moong, urad, tur, cot-
ton and bajra,” he said.

PTI



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Ufd coels diTailurufearel
ﬁiﬂ?aﬁ'@lﬁlﬁ@m

ofs foovtt | uateft
ST Sifer w3t ot e SraEmed

T YR i el o ST Stied
fieM- 22 R el 9IS & q'd
Ui HS T 9RERT & B H
T Y el TEEE TR 3
42.83 yfaera ArHor gRer i
TG ATEAE W UeeTe afd I
SIS | U et Shereri ol foral
ST A RS

T SIferd WA o S 6
TR, Fr@med - Fel o R
F 919 sl & Uh oG 15

BT 278 e 8L B ST e &4
T &1 T R e AT 6 qEd

o Qﬁwaﬁmzﬁm
1 off fopam S <@t

® 919 &l & UP o1l 15

gIR 278 Tid H &Y &R ol
——
T S AT 9faR) & B H
TAY SO TR A TS | 55 376
IS FAS 24 TG ATHOT qEr|
(42.83 Yferd) &1 39 W I
UesTel STet e I &l T B |
T 5T feu o6 s QR T
ol ST ST fUeE & W T=gi
F a1y fireTet HH F @ 2|




File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Dainik Jagran- 29- September-2021

CaRT Bl 416 X O &

foTg o 15 RIS

g ¥ W WA qER aW
SAREE o e
A frema foerdt gegdE 9
A A ST | TEer-
Ww%mmﬁfﬁ%m

g9 & [T 15.18 HIS §94
FI yRE A 2 A R R
i Siepdt @1 Fmfor e smom)
T I e | fereenfi &1 g%
92 T4l & @ i G 7
& feeit fee % o el & T

FAGAE |

it & fmio % fou geer
e 45 @R w98 S T
b i el
&
fegoft feal = e 50 BSIRE

s & A 15.18

=l el ERT gt il
g%asﬁ 201{%%15“6}#1

%2 e B RfE

s Bl Al T
g & offad 3 g foraiy
| e § e 7@ o o i
Frd & frmior 97w fRan wew
SR AR i 1 e gean
&Y o feaw G o g% &1 9
we & aifirmi aifieia 3 s
féR vy e o Rt e o e
AU AR E |

T % S0 el Ay
ST 3 aftaoit s et S
T8 T ) e |r P
?ﬁﬂﬂlﬂ%l g % w9

T, A4 eEg # T
Sied g8 e H W At |
g @i | S5 5 - o
TSI ] STER A i T H-

i A w we L
- T 1983-84 § YT gaNl W
‘3’1‘5 HHA HEell & Y e g8 | 50

A ¥ A FEH el @ eI 92
ey e 7 it o feredie @1
T | 578 <) 3 S fawn H A 42
LEGIEEEL e



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Haribhoomi- 29- September-2021

&tilegalG af B-ed B & del, ofcl-alel ol [N
HeDE el e &1 ol “Fletefe o’

e o _ afafirai e 3 S T geE forrd 20
| e SR E L I Ta of e e el el
aﬁnjﬂﬁ;nu&mﬁmn (di‘ na12fmf, @IS | ey e gaﬁm% ﬁaﬁmfﬂimm%.sfwﬂatgj
qeq T A w096 8. | F0d &l R , S wrE et 1141.2 fd,

e e 8 | W G . ggm%oggmaﬁasﬁ ferera 9 &1 e farem & e o
W A AR W b | oA O e amy | I A A @ sl 3ed o
- Fae 3 g anm, o i b agfgjpﬁﬂgnﬁﬁs e geT o IR FreTera o e o e

bt NFICAE T | | R i . g

1 S0t 5 T S| weEh T A | ot e e el Ao A et 1 21 T A R E i s W




File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Rashtriya Sahara- 29- September-2021
7 S IMEI0T 9RAR]
FRIERETE R LEIEN

T2 foeett (vmem) | s/ f o=
Tl e SRETeR 3 HCTaR il e 6
Siel Siad M9 SR T AT 6
TEd O IS T 9RERT % R A
el A Sl YgEE 1 HR 37 42,83
gfger AT gRar sl 39 A 9
ToITeT SR SRR & TE 21 3 ohal
foF O 767 wmaeEl 1 5 A o
ERIEECE]

wel ifeR WEeE & 99H %
STTIR, SRaEd A el foh TR o 919
&A1k oh Ush g 15 BIR 278 T &
TR ST 7 5 T © | 37 ohel 3R B
TR T A & qed Ui e AT
IRERI o =R | 7 | el Tgdrl T
2, 578 319 s 318 T 24 G
o7 URERT (42.83 UfASH) I 39
=R ¥ YorTe fifer g 8 P R |

32 el foh diem g o o e
I QU & o foTg et siad faem &
0 T o T et oot 9 M o
@ 2| e ¥ T4 F SER, W R
TS 5 T T, JEHIH, STeH FRRER
&a 7 & TR STl T/ohg, I Ted
T o 3o Teet & e s el 2|




