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JULY, AUG TO BE BETTER: IMD

Late monsoon:
33% deficitin
June, highest

infive years =~

Maharashtra, Andhra, Telangana, -
Kerala, parts of North-East are driest

ANJALIMARAR
PUNE, JULY1 '

DUE TO late onset and the
adverse impact of Cyclone Vayu,
the first month of the monsoon
season ended with a 32.8%
deficiency in rainfall for the
country as a whole — the worst

in the last five years. But the.

months of July and August
promise to be better, according
to the India Meteorological
Department (IMD). |
IMD officials said monsoon
was in the process of intensify-
ing and good rainfall was
expected in many'parts of the
country in the next few days. As
per the latest forecasts, a low
pressure system that lay over
Odishaas on July 1is expected to
cause widespread rainfall across
Odisha, Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh and Maharashtra over
the next four days (till July 6)
starting Tuesday (July 2). Besides
compensating for the deficit, this
* would also aid the further
advancement of monsoon to
cover the remaining parts of
central, western and northern
India by the end of this week.
The June deficiency was the
worst since 2014, which saw a
deficit of 42%. The rainfal| inJune
last year was 5% below normal.
- This year, the onset of mon-
soon over the Kerala coast was
delayed by a week, and then

(Departure from normal)

Cyclone  Vayu,  which
approached the Gujarat coastin
the second week of June, halted
the northward progress of the
monsoon by another. week.
Some rainfall towards June-end
ensured thatthe deficit dropped
from 43% on June 19, to 36% on
June 26, and less than 33% now,

With about 18% contribution,
June accounts for the least
amount of rainfall during the
four-month monsoon season.
Julyand August see the heaviest
rainfall — accounting for about
33% and 30% respectively of the
total rainfall.

IMD officials said the condi-
tions were favourable for further
northward progression of the
monsoon in the coming days,
and itwould reach Delhi around
July 4-5. On Monday, the
Northern Limit of Monsoon
(NLM) passed through DVérka
Ahmedabad, Bhopal, Jabalpur,

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

Rain deficit e 2-
Pendra, Sultanpur, Lakhimpur
Kheri and Mukteshwar: :
IMD said El Nino, though
weak this year, could also have

played arole in the below-normal
rainfall in June. EI Nino is the ab-
normal warming of the equato-
rial PacificOceanthatis knownto
suppress Indian summer mon-
soon.

“While the EI Ninois weaken-
ing, it may have played some role
in slowing down the progress of
monsoon after the onset.
However, we still cannot ascertain
it to be the sole cause for the rain
deficit,” said an IMD official.

Among the driest states in
June were Maharashtra, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Kerala and
large parts of the North-East
where theactual rainfall was 30%
to 60% below normal.

Asmanyas30ofthe 36 mete-
orological sub-divisions recorded
below-normalrainfallinjune, The
only ones with normal rainfaj]
were north interior Karnataks

‘Konkan and Goa, Gujarat, east
Rajasthan and Jammuy ‘and‘

—— " -
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Water a concern but not as
big as Niti said: Shekhawat

Vishwa.Mohan
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Union ‘Jal Shak-
ti’ minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat on Monday said
the water situation in the
country was certainly a mat-
ter of concern but it was not
as alarming as was depicted
by the NITI Aayog in its re-
portlast year.

“The data used in that
study was based on clippings
of certain newspaper re-
ports,” said Shekhawat
while dismissing specific
points of the Aayog’s report
on 21 cities. The govern-
ment’s think tank had noted
in its report that 21 major ci-
ties, including Delhi, Banga-
loreand Hyderabad, were ex-
pected to “run out of ground-
water as soon as 2020, affect-
ing 100 million people.”

The Aayog, in its study on
‘composite water resources
management’, attributed its
source of research to the
World Bank and the World Re-
sources Institute as reported
by newspapers. Both the or-
ganisations, however, did not

; .v‘w .q-v' P E B

Rainwater flooded Mumbai streets and hit rail services on Monday

come out with any specific
findings on the groundwater
situation in 21 major Indian
cities asnoted by the Aayog.
“Nevertheless, the cur-
rent water situation in many
parts of the country is a mat-
ter of concernandthat’s why
we have launched a cam-
paign on water conservation
and rainwater harvesting —
Jal Shakti Abhiyan—sothat
we don’t move from water
stressed condition to water
scarcity condition in fu-
ture,” said Shekhawat.
According to the Falken-
mark Water Stress Indicator, a

per capita availability of less
than1,700 cubic metres peran-
num is termed as a water
stressed condition. If per capi-
ta availability falls below 1,000
cubic metres, it istermed asa
water scarcity condition.
India’s per capita annual
water availability has consis-
tently been decreasing (5,177
cubicmetresin1951t01,545 cu-
bic metres in 2011). The minis-
tersaid, “Wehavelaunched ef-
fortssothat wedon’treach the
projected level of 2025 (1,341
cubic metres) or 2050.” The
campaign begins on Monday
in 1,592 water stressed blocks.
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We Mustn’t Allow
India to Dry Up &>~

Gol must push for water efficiency

Chennai has virtually run dry, while many other parts of
urban and rural India find themselves reeling under a
water crisis. Water woes are neither new nor limited to
the Tamil Nadu capital. Studies project that by next year,
_ some 20-odd cities will run out of groundwater. Climate
change, aggressive land-use change, improper urbanplan-
ning and construction have contributed to the water em-
ergency inthe country. Addressing this crisis willrequire
strong policy frameworks and concerted effort by all sta-
keholders — people, industry, scientists, policymakers,
and governments at all levels. For starters, GoI must fo-
cus on water conservation, protection of water bodies,
bumping up distribution networks and make rainwater
harvesting a mandatory feature innew housing. :
Delayed monsoons, preceded by a deficient monsoon
last year, and depleting groundwater levels have exacer-
bated the crisis. Two-third of reservoirsarerunning bel-
ownormal waterlevels. Risingtemperatures, poor urban
: planning resulting in filling up, and
_constructing on, wetlands, a total dis-
regard towards hydrological plans in
theplanningprocess, and thedisuse of
traditional water conservation know-
ledge have contributed to this alarm-
3 ing situation. The situation will wor-
- sen, with water demand expected to
double by 2030, if tackling water on a war footing is not
taken immediately. Water shortage has dangerous impli-
cationsforall spheresof theeconomicactivity It will turn
the clock back on many social gains as well, with girls, in
particular, beingforced to drop out of school to fetch wat-
er inrural India. It will impede the sanitation revolution
aswell. s .

Inhisradioaddress on Sunday, Prime Minister Naren-
draModicalled individuals, communities and companies
tocometogetherto takg action. Government intervention
topromote water efficiency andreduce wastage is imme-
diately needed. There is no silver bullet for this looming
cr%s?s. If pegple faﬂ to realisg the intensity of the water

' gx:swt{lne (:‘i::::%zlﬁ& andfail to be galvanised into acti-
- 0 bemany more Chennais.
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The water crisis
is deepening

The PM must walk the talk
on conserving thisresource

n the first Mann Ki Baat programme after assuming office
in his second term, Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Sunday spoke on one of the biggest challenges facing India
today: an acute water crisis. There are three key points to
take away from his speech. One, people must help the State

in its water conservation efforts. Sec-
ond, experts should share the knowl- ourtake

edge of traditional methods of water
conservation. And third, thereis no one-size-fits-all method for
conserving water. The PM’s speech was perfectly timed. Indiais
facing a grave water crisis and the situation may deteriorate if
the monsoon is inadequate. This is an appropriate time to
impress upon our citizens the need to conserve water. According
to the India Meteorological Department, the country had its dri-
est Juneinfive years because the monsoon rains were delayed.
This crisis, however, is not new; it has been brewing for years:
According to a 2018 NITI Aayog report, 600 million Indians face
high to extreme water stress and about 200,000 people die every
year because ofinadequate access to safe water. While the Cen-
tre has announced the creation of the Jal Shakti ministry to
streamline water-related issues, it must act on two other projects
without delay: One, expand the watershed programme and sec-
ond, use the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) to drought-proof the country.
According to an analysis by Scroll.in, the watershed scheme,
which aims torestore ecological balance by harnessing, conserv-
ing and developing degraded natural resources such as soil, veg-
etative cover and water, is starved of funds. From 32,284 crore
allocated in 2014-15, central funds for watershed work shrunk by
35% t031,487 crorein 2018-19. Such funding cutsin critical pro-
grammes will prove to be disastrous for India in the long run; it
isimportant to give these projects the support thatisrequired.
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Govt launches water conservation drive

HT Correspondent
« letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: Union Jal Shakti min-
ister Gajendra Singh Shekha-
wat on Monday launched “Jal
Shakti Abhiyan”,apublic cam-
paign to boost water conserva-
tion, as partofthe government’s
efforts to reverse the depleting
water levels in all available
sources in the country.

Shekhawat said apart from
policy changes, the govern-
ment’s focus is to turn water
conservation into a “people’s
movement”.

Addressing mediapersons,
the minister said the govern-
ment’s target, as promised in
the Bharatiya Janata Party’s
election manifesto, isto provide
drinking water to every house-
hold by 2024, earlier than a
United Nations-mandated dead-
line of 2030.

“We will work toachieve the
target of providing drinking

AT A GLANCE

m The government's target is
to provide drinking water to
every household by 2024.

m India’s per capita water
availability was decreasing.

m Rainwater harvesting
capacity is only 8%.

m Clean drinking water is one
of the UN's sustainable
development goals.

water to every household by
2024 asmentioned in the party’s
manifesto. The aim of Jal Shakti
Abhiyanistocreateawareness
on this subject,” he said.

Cleandrinking wateris one of
the UN’s sustainable develop-
ment goals to be achieved by
2030.

Union Jal Shakti minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
said that India’s per capita

wateravailability was decreas-
ing.

Thisisaggravated by threats
posed by climate change.

“Rainwater harvesting
capacityis only 8%. Weneed to
make water conservationa peo-
ple’smovement.”

Union Jal Shakti minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat said
states such as Maharashtra,
Gujarat and Rajasthan had
shown impressive, replicable
results in water conservation.

“The Prime Minister wants
water conservation tobecomea
people’smovement.”

The Central Water Commis-
sion will work with block-level
officials to develop water con-
servation strategies, he said.

According to the NITI
Aayog's ‘Strategy for New India
@75’, the per capita water avail-
ability hasdecreased from 1,816
cubic metrein 2001 to 1,544 cubic
metrein2011.

Earlier in Rajya Sabha on

Monday, Union Jal Shakti min-
ister Gajendra Singh Shekha-
watsaid that priority was being
given onimproving water level
in water-stressed districts of the
country and steps were being
taken to recharge water by
treating waste water.

“In rural areas, under cen-
trally sponsored National Rural
Drinking Water Programme
(NRDWP), the central govern-
ment provides technical and
financial assistance to state for
improving the coverage of safe
drinking water in rural habita-
tions,” Union Jal Shakti minis-
ter Gajendra Singh Shekhawat-
saidina writtenreply.

Hesaid under National Rural
Drinking Water Programme ,
states are empowered to utilise
up to 25% of National Rural
Drinking Water Programme
funds to mitigate the drinking
water crisis in areas in their
states by taking water scarcity
mitigation measures.
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No extra funds for Jal Shakti Abhiyan

Water conservation will only succeed as a people’s movement: Jal Shakti Minister

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

With rampant water scarcity
in the spotlight, whether in
urban centres such as Chen-
nai or in drought-hit central
India, the Centre rolled out
the Jal Shakti Abhiyan on
Monday as a jan andolan, or
people’s movement, on wa-
ter conservation.

However, there is no addi-
tional funding or specific tar-
gets for the campaign to
achieve, according to Jal
Shakti Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat. Instead,
the campaign is meant to
“bring sensitivity on the sub-

ject, and give focussed ap-
proach,” he told
presspersons.

Over the next two-and-a-
half months, the campaign
will push to implement exist-
ing water conservation
schemes and increase
awareness in 256 water-
stressed districts.

As The Hindu reported
last week, 256 Indian Admi-
nistrative Service officers of
Joint Secretary or Additional
Secretary rank have been de-
puted to monitor its imple-
mentation, along with 447
Deputy Secretary-level offic-
ers. Despite this huge Cen-

Gajendra Singh Shekhawat

tral deployment for a
scheme on water — which is
purely a State subject under
the Constitution — Mr. Shek-
hawat said that this was not a
top-down scheme

“...As Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi said in his

Mann ki Baat, water conser-
vation is everyone’s respon-
sibility. It needs to become a
mass people’s movement,
just like we made sanitation
into a people’s movement
with the Swachh Bharat Ab-
hiyan,” he said.

Asked about any budget
allocation or additional
funding for the scheme, the
Minister said that there was
plenty of money already al-
located for existing schemes
under the Central and State
budgets.

“They can be converged
into a single scheme, with a
focussed approach,” he said.
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NMCG conducts mass
cleanliness drive in Delhi

By Mail Today Bureau in
New Delhi

he National Mission of

Clean Ganga (NMCG)

recently conducted a

mass cleanliness drive
on eight ghats on the banks of
the Yamuna - Kalindi Kunj,
Yamuneshwar (Wazirabad),
Shyam Ghat (Wazirabad),
Ram Ghat (Wazirabad), Qude-
sia Ghat, Yamuna Bazar, ITO
Chhat Ghat and Nizamuddin -
in Delhi. Union minister of Jal
Shakti, Gajendra Singh Shek-
hawat and minister of state for
Jal Shakti and social justice
& empowerment, Rattan Lal
Kattaria took part in the event
at Kalindi Kunj among hun-
dreds of enthusiastic partici-
pants. Secretary, department
of water resources, river de-
velopment and Ganga rejuve-
nation, ministry of Jal Shakti,
U. P. Singh was also present on
the occasion alongside direc-
tor general, National Mission
for Clean Ganga, Rajiv Ranjan
Mishra. Shekhawat also took
part in a tree plantation drive
at the event site.

After taking partin the clean-
ing of the ghat, Shekhawat
stressed on the importance of
such drives in his address by
saying, “The cleanliness of crit-
ical resources like rivers and
cities cannot be maintained
until and unless the citizens of
this country come together and
lend their hands to the cause in
a ‘mission mode’ and make
it a mass movement or a

Yamuna and saw participation
from a large number of locals
and stakeholders, including
students from various universi-
ties and schools, organisations
like corporates and banks. Del-
hi Jal Board, municipal corpo-
rations of Delhi, a large contin-
gent from the 132 Battalion TA
(Ecological Task Force) 120, a
contingent from the 22nd Bat-
talion ITBE INTACH, among
other NGOs, in addition to the
officials and staff members of
NMCG and other associated
partner organisations from the
department of water resources,
river development and Ganga
rejuvenation like WAPCOS,
Central Water Commission,

Central Ground Wa-
ter Board, Central

‘jan andolan’.” NMCG Soil and Materi-
org;lrfisegvgg tmc?xrﬁs and other alsstatil:r?sea:ﬁg
cate a sense of re- organisations National Wa-

sponsibility, own-
ership and bring
about behavioural
changetowardsthe
cleanliness of the

have adopted
various ghats

on the Yamuna to
carry out regular
cleanliness drives.

ter Develop-
ment Agency
participated
in the cleana-
thon with

great zest and enthusiasm.
Yamuna, the daughter of
Lord Surya (Sun God) is re-
vered in Hindu mythology and
is considered to be the sister
of the Holy Ganga. Yamuna is
visualised as a goddess riding
a turtle and shown like that in
various temples of India.
Several locals, who turned up
for the occasion fo lend a hand
in the cleanliness of the ghats,
lauded this initiative and ex-
pressed their willingness to join
hands with NMCG in taking

this initiative further. NMCG
and its partner organisations
from the ministry of Jal Shakti
such as Central Water Com-
mission, WAPCOS, ete. have
adopted various ghats on the
Delhi stretch of the Yamuna,
where they have been carrying
out regular cleanliness drives
on the ghats. This ‘cleanathon’
saw unprecedented participa-
tion in the cleanliness drive
which is a proof of the success
of the awareness drives taken
up by the organisation.
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Govtmay askIndia Inc to do water audit

RUCHIKA CHITRAVANSHI
New Delhi, 1July

Companies might soon have to do
a water audit as the government
plans to create a policy to assess
the per unit consumption of water.
This is part of the Centre’s efforts to
create sustainable water resources
in the country, said a senior gov-
ernment official.

The Ministry of Jal Shakti is in
the initial stages of discussing a
policy framework for benchmark-
ing water consumption in sectors
such as cement, coal, steel, and
power. “It is still an evolving dis-
cussion, but we need to get a clear
picture of water consumption by
industries. There could be a dis-
closure on water by companies in
their balance sheets,” said a senior
government official.

The first step would be to ascer-
tain the present level of consump-
tion and thereafter fix targets for
each industry. “Based on the tar-
gets, we can create a mechanism to

PARCHED
INDIA

Steady declinein
per capita water
availability*

1951 5,177 .
1991 2,209 W
2001 1,820
2011 1,545 W
2025 1,341 W

*Cubic metre per capita per

P

year; 2025 figure is an
estimate.

Source: Department of
Water Resources

JAL SHAKTI ABHIYAN
T0 COVER... £t

1,592

Districts | Blocks

incentivise or disincentivise con-
sumption,” the senior official
added.

The government will draw from
the perform-achieve-target
scheme, which exists for the ener-
gy sector to regulate energy con-
sumption. According to the
Bureau of Energy Efficiency:
“Perform-achieve-target scheme

is a regulatory instrument to
reduce specific energy consump-
tion in energy-intensive indus-
tries, with an associated market-
based mechanism to enhance the
cost-effectiveness through certifi-
cation of excess energy saving
which can be traded.”

When companies conduct a
value-chain analysis, water figures

Water audit...

JalShakti Abhiyan launched
The new water ministry onJuly
1 also launched the Jal Shakti
Abhiyan to drive a behavioural
change in public towards con-
serving water. Speaking at the
launch, Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat,
said, “It is a Big Brother role that
the Government of India is tak-
ing on, to create sensitivity
about the subject across states.”

at the bottom of the list because of
low pricing, said experts. “The
royalty for water usage is very
cheap, compared to energy. If it is
priced correctly, the industry will
have to treat it as a limited ecolog-
ical resource,” said water expert
Vishwanathan S.

Currently most of the data on
industrial water consumption is
maintained by the state pollution
control boards, but it is highly frag-
mented.

While the data received by
industries will help further the
guidelines for water conservation,
the Ministry of Jal Shakti is also in
talks with the Ministry of
Agriculture to tackle the strain on
water resources due to irrigation.

India has a disproportionate
use of water per crop using three to
five times more irrigation water
than China, the US, and Israel,
according to the data by the Food
and Agricultural Organization of
the United Nations.

Turn to Page 15 »
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Heavy rainshit .~
hard Mumbaikars

S

Traffic comes to a standstill in a flooded street after heavy
showers in Mumbai on Monday.

Severallocaltrainse
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI, 1JULY

eavy rains during

the night and on

Monday morning

in Mumbai and its

outskirts inundated low-lying

areas, delayed trains and

slowed down vehicular move-
ment on roads.

Several local train ser-

vices, considered thelifeline .

of Mumbai, were cancelled or
short-terminated as a tem-
porary bamboo structure
erected for civil work fell on
an overhead wire near the
Marine Lines station on the
Western line, an official said.
The weather station in
Santacruzrecorded 91 mm of
rainfallin 24 hours endingat
8.30 am on Monday, an India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) official said, predict-
ing more showers in the city
and in the parched Marath-
wada and Vidarbha regions
of Maharashtra.
Thevehicular movement
from suburbs towards south
Mumbai and the Bandra-
Kurla Complex, where several
corporate houses and pri-
vate companies are located,
was slow due to the incessant

showers.

Therewas waterloggingat
several pocketsin the suburbs,
due to which trains were run-
ning slow on the Centralline
aswell, another official said.

In view of the heavy rains
in Palghar district of Maha-
rashtra and a rail track suffering
damage near Lonavala hill sta-
tion in Pune, 17 long-dis-
tance trains of the Western Rail-
way (WR) and more than 10
of the Central Railway (CR)
were cancelled in the morn-
ing, the official said.

Due to submergence ofrail
tracks at a few places in Pal-
ghar, some trains were also
short-terminated, aWR offi-
cial said. ‘

A goods train derailed in
the earlyhours 6fMonday in
the Western Ghat section
between Karjat and Lonavala,
affecting the movement of sev-
eral long-distance trains going
towards Pune and western

Maharashtra, a CR official

said, Some trains were also
short-terminated and oth-
ersdiverted via Kalyan-Igat-
puri-Manmad section. The
shuttle train services between
Mumbai and Pune were also
affected, the official said.
Thousands of state gov-

rviceswerecancelledor short-terminated

Monsoon
-deficiency in
June highest
since '15: IMD

NEW DELHI, 1JULY

Monsoon deficiency in
June this year was the high-
est for the month since
2015, India Meteorological
Departmentdata revealed.

‘The month ended with
33 per cent deficiency which
translates to around 67 per
cent of the Long Period
Average (LPA).

“Monsoonwas deficient
in June,” said Mritunjay
Mohapatra, additional
director general, IMD.

. Several parts of the coun-
try have been witnessing
drought-likesituation. The
Central Water Commis-
sion data revealed that as
on27June, of the 91 major
reservoirs in the country, 62
water bodies reported 80 per
cent or below normal stor-
age. Anything below 90 per
cent of the LPA is consid-
ered "deficient". Rainfallin
therange 0of90-96 per cent
is considered "below nor-
mal" and "normal" when
it is between 96-104 of the

LPA. PII

ernment employees and pri-
vate staff were not able to go
to work, a government offi-
cial said. A citizen who uses
theWestern Express Highway
regularly said anumber of pot-
holes on the road posed prob-
lems for commuters, adding
that it exposed the poor qual-
ity of repair works done by the
civic body.
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Marathwada is suffering
even after monsoon onset

Shrinivas Deshpande
» Shrinivas.deshpande@htlive.com

WADALI(BEEDDISTRICT): Although the south-
west monsoon has spread all over Maha-
rashtra, there hasbeennorelieffrom the
drought in the affected regions of Mara-
thwada.

June witnessed 92.3mm rainfall in Mar-
athwada- a deficiency of 33% as against
the average rainfall of 138mm in June,
according to India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD).

Civicwater supply to Beed city contin-
ued tobe oncein 20days due toinadequate
water storage in the Bindusaradam in the
district.

Poor pregnant women have been suf-
feringmosteven as premature deliveries
atthe government hospital haverisen by
34% in the last one year.

Seven months pregnant, Chaya Chavan
(24), an agricultural labourer from Wadali
village, around 60 km from Beed, has no
option but to walk kilometre by kilometre
in search of water to meet her family's
daily water needs. Her health was of sec-
ondary importance.

“In the villages, it is the woman’s
responsibility to fetch water. It doesn’t
matter whether you are pregnant orill,”
said Chaya.

Shesaid she has towalk around 2-3km
daily toget water in her ‘handa’, a utensil
with 12 litres capacity, after which she
begins cooking for the family. Suchis the
poverty that she is often forced to con-
sume stale food even in the seventh month
of her pregnancy.

Her husband too is an agricultural
labourer but because of no work on the
farmsis now working as a waiter.

Thisisthesituationnotonlyin village
Wadali but entire Beed district where

= A pregnant woman goes to fetch water.nr

acute water scarcity and drought condi-
tions have taken a toll on the health of
women and children.

Sulakshana Apekar, an agricultural
labourer from Wadali who is six months
pregnantsaid, “Asaresultofthe drought,
we have lost our crops and as a result of
water scarcity there is no agricultural
labour. Hence we are forced toreduce our
spending on food as the drought hasbadly
affected our earnings.”

Dr. H.B. Wadgave, the District Health
Officer (DHO) in the neighbouring
Osmanabad districtagreed that drought
was taking a heavy toll of the health of
pregnant women.

He said poverty, child marriages and
the stress of drought was resulting in
failed pregnancies, premature deliveries
and underweight births.
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Nitish fears another drought

HT Correspondent

« letters@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: Chief minister Nitish
Kumarapprehendsanother spell
ofdroughtin Biharand wantsall
the elected representatives to
take cognizance of the alarm
natureissounding. Asmany as24
districts in the state had wit-
nessed adrought-likesituationin
2018.

“Goingby the weather pattern
sofar, Ifear Bihar could bein for

another drought. The signals
from environment are danger-
ous. Riversaredrying up; water
bodies disappearing; tempera-
ture increasing, and fall in rain-
fall. Iwill convene ameeting with
all members of the two Houses
separately togetafirst-hand feel
fromthem aboutthesituationin
their areas so that collective
efforts could be made,” Kumar
said on Monday.

He was speaking on the
adjournment motion moved in

thestateassembly by the Opposi-
tion on encephalitis deaths,
which arealsoattributed to grow-
ing heat and humidity as one of
the key probable reasons.

DM Diwakar, former director
of AN Sinha Institute of Social
Studies, Patna, said that water
crisis in a state like Bihar was a
matter of serious concern and
thatit was high time the govern-
ment took immediate steps to pre-
ventthesituation from assuming
alarming proportions.
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Bihar’s water crisis is man-made

IANS B PATNA

t has been more than a week

since the much-awaited
monsoon arrived in Bihar, but
the water problems of the peo-
ple are far from over.

Women and children wait-
ing for hours and queueing up
to collect water from tankers is
still a common sight in the
state, and clashes over water are
being reported from both
urban and rural areas. Local
level demonstrations, held rou-
tinely to demand water, still
mostly go unreported.

“With most water bodies in
the state going dry, not just
people, even cattle have been
left struggling for survival.
While farmers and cattle rear-
ers have been forced to sell
their livestock, wild animals
like deer are found roaming
outside villages in search of
water, said a Water Resources
Department official.

With rains so far less than
expected, the situation is more
alarming in 280 blocks of 25
districts. Last year, 534 blocks
in the state's 38 districts were
declared drought-hit after defi-
cient rainfall.

In Gaya, where everything
from handpumps to borewells
and even tap water supply has
failed, tankers are tﬁe only
source of water for people
since the past two months.

“Water tankers are our life

line these days. We cannot even
think of life without these. Till

last year, the situation was not as
bad,” said Mohammed Shamim
Khan, a resident of Gewalbigha
in the heart of Gaya.

“Our handpumps dried up
in May and the tap water sup-
ply has also failed. Now we are
completely dependent on
tankers for water,” said Mokhtar
Alam, another resident.

Alam said the water crisis
is so severe that dozens of fam-
ilies have either shifted tem-
Forarily to their native vil-

ages or some other places. It
isn't just handpumps that have
dried up, even submersible
pumps have failed as under-
ground water has depleted.

According to district offi-
cials, Falgu river has lost near-
ly 60 feet of its water level in the
past two years, causing an
acute water crisis for over half

a million people in Gaya and its

neighbouring areas.

“Water level in Falgu,
which remains dry throughout
the year except for a few
months in the monsoon, used
to be hardly two-three feet
below the ground otherwise.
Last year, it sropped 30 feet and
this year another 30
feet forcing authorities to shut
down pumping stations and
water supply centres,” said
Manish Kumar, executive eng
ineer, Bihar Urban
Infrastructure Development
Corporation.

This has resulted in angry
Erotests by local residents, who

locked roads and staged a
dharna demanding adequate
water supply.

But the water crisis is not
confined to Gaya. The situation
is no different in flood-prone
Darbhanga and its neighgour-



ing districts in the Mithilanchal
region.

Alarmed by the situation,
the Darbhanga district admin-
istration has constituted four
teams of officials to conduct a
survey of government ponds,
most of which have either been
encroached upon by powerful
people or dried up over the
years due to negligence.

Narayanjee Choudhary,
who runs the Talab Bachao
Abhiyan, told IANS: “There
were more than 300 ponds in
Darbhanga town in the 60s. By
the 90s, the number came
down to 200, now there are less
than 100 ponds left”

Bihar Chief Secretary
Deepak Kumar has ordered all
districts to clear encroach-
ments around ponds and work
on their restoration and replen-
ishment, along side rainwater
harvesting.

What is shocking is that as
per the government's own
admission, of the State's total
1.99 lakh water bodies, 12,027
water bodies, including ponds,
have been encroached upon by
a nexus of powerful people.
The Bihar government admit-
ted this in 2016 after the Patna
High Court asked it to identi-
fy the number of water bodies
in the state, their present sta-
tus and the action taken to rid
them of encroachments.

Following this, the state
government launched
'Operation Water Body
Conservation' to free water
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bodies of encroachments and
help promote groundwater
conservation through tradi-
tional water harvesting systems
such as ponds, lakes, canals,
ahar and pynes.

This drive was part of the
much hyped 'Disaster Risk
Reduction Roadmap 2015-
2030', which mandates action
for water conservation by the
concerned agencies.

Mahendra Yadav, an
activist, said the present situa-
tion was the resul.:ljt of receding
underground water after ponds
and wells were dried up, filled
up and levelled.

“Earlier ponds used to har-
vest rain water and recharge
ground water. Now there is no
stress on water harvesting even
though the state receives less-
er rainfall compared to earlier
decades and people are more
dependent on borewells,” said
Yadav.

In the past few years, sev-
eral Government reports have
pointed out that the water cri-
sis in Bihar is the result of over-
exploitation of underground
water, which is showing signs
of stress now.

The Central Ground Water
Board's report for 2016-17
shows that the water levels in
Bihar in May 2016, with respect
to the pre-monsoon decadal
mean of May (May 2006 to
May 2015) witnessed a fall in
67 per cent of the 594
Hydrograph Network Stations.
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Naveen urges PM to
'stop Polavaram project

‘May not be possible to change design once completed

SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT e
BHUBANESWAR

Odisha Chief Minister Na-
veen Patnaik on Monday

wrote to Prime Minister .

Narendra Modi urging
him to intervene and is-
sue directions to stop

construction work on the .

Polavaram project until
all pending issues were
resolved. .

“If the f)l'OjECt is al--

lowed to be completed
before resolution of .all
the pending issues, it will

cause permanent injury .

to the interest of the State
of Odisha and its people,”
Mr. Patnaik wrote.

‘Stop work order’
The Chief Minister had

written similar letters to -

the Prime Minister in Sep-
tember 2015, November
2017, July 2018 and No-
vember 2018 in which he
had pointed out that the
Union Environment Mi-
nistry had kept the ‘stop
work order’ pertalmng to
the controversial project

(1/

pos51ble to change the de-
sign and operating pa-
rameters of the project
thereafter,” Mr. Patnaik

said.

Adverse impact

Stating that the public
hearing. with regard to
the project has not been
carried out to date, Mr.

. Patnaik reiterated that if

‘Naveen Patnaik. . FuLs

PHOTO

in abeyance from time to
time without taking the
views of the State of Od-
isha into consideration.

He said the ‘stop work

order’ was first kept in
abeyance by the Ministry

on the request of the then
“Andhra Pradesh Chief Mi-

nister in February 2013.
It is now learnt that the

order has been kept in

abeyance for two more

-years, he added.

“It is worth mention-
ing that once the project
is completed there shall

be impounding of the re- .

servoir and it may not be

the construction work is
not stopped forthwith, it
will have immense ad-
verse impact on the peo-
ple living in. the tribal dis-
trict of Malkangiri in

- Odisha. .

“The submergence of
tribal villages resulting in
mass displacement of
primitive tribals, flooding
of  fertile agricultural
lands and submergence
of large. extent of forest
area would be irreversi-
ble- consequences,” M.
Patnaik said, adding that
all this can be avoided if
an opportunity is given

‘for a final resolution of

the dispute pending be-
fore the Supreme Court,
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‘Thermal plants are wastlng water’

JACOB KOSHY

NEW DELHI 5‘

With the monsoon nearly a third
less than normal in June and the
government on Monday launch-
ing .a massive -awareness cam-
paign on water conservation, key
thermal plants across the country
are wasting water and contraven-
ing a 2015 order by the Union En-
vironment Ministry to use water
efficiently, according to a compi-
lation of Right To Information qu-
eries by the activist group

Manthan.

“Just about 51% of the plants
were found to be in compliance
with the regulations. Out of the

' total 156 plants/units, 66 claimed

they complied with the water
consumption limits, while 30 ad-

_mitted that they were non- com-

pliant,” Manthan said in a
statement.

~ “For another 46 plants, either
data was not available, or replies

were ambiguous or the plants

were closed. As other 14 plants

were using sea water, they are ex-
empted from the regulations,”
the statement said.

Thermal power plants con-
sume, on an average, 5-7 cubic
metres/MWh of water. Every re-
duction of 0.5 cubic metres/MWh
in a 1000 MW plant could save
enough water in a year to irrigate
700 ha of land; or provide drink-
ing and domestic use water to

. 68,000 people for an entire year,

said a Central Electricity Authori-

~ tyreport from 2012.
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