At 1am on Sunday, the Yamuna level at O1d Railway Bridge was recorded at 205.06m
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' Yamuna stays below danger mark,

flow from Hathnikund also down

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The waterlevel in
the Yamuna coritinued to ho-
ver just below the danger
mark of 205.33m on Sunday.
After showing a progressive
rise from Saturday night, the
level at Old Railway Bridge re-
mained between 205.3m and
205.32m from 1lam on Sunday
tilllate at night.

_ Theexcess discharge from
Hathnikundbarrage in Hary-

ana also came down to 14,930

from 15,873 cusecs, At lam on
Sunday, the Yamuna level at

Old Railway Bridge (Loha
Pul) was recorded at
205.06mAt lam on Sunday, the
Yamuna level at Old Railway
Bridge (Loha Pul) was recor-
ded at 205.06m. It touched
205.14 metres at 5am and by
9am ithit205.3m.

The water released from
Hathnikund barrage was
23,891 cusecs at 1am, which re-
mained at 19,056 cusecs betwe-
en 2am and 7am. During the
day, the highest flow was 24,034

rations are made to relocate pe-
ople living on the floodplain.
According to officials, over 100
families living on the floodpla-
in had been moved to higher
areas over the last few days.
Water levels have been
known to touch 207 metres in
the recent past too. The hig:
hest-ever water level recorded
in the Yamuna was 207.49 met-
res in 1978, Just a few weeks
ago, on July 12, DJB had
that the river level hadbééﬂl‘e—

and expedited efforts to eva-
cuate people from vulnerable
areas when theriver breached
thedanger mark of 205.33 met-
res amid heavy rain in the
upper catchment areas. On
Friday, the Yamuna had brea-
ched the danger mark and had
swollen to 205.59 metres by
9pm. It had receded to 204.89
metres on Saturday evening.
Annouuoements using loud-

peakers were being made to

arn residents not to go near

cusecsaround10am. Generally, | cordedatthelowestsince1965. the swollen Yamuna and keep

awarningislsauedwhmﬂlerl
ver crosses 204.5m and prepa-

On Friday, the administra-
‘tion had sounded a flood alert

ildren and animals away
m the river.
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Puri first city in the country to supply clean drinking water 24x7

Debabrata Mohanty
letters@hindustantimes.com

PURI: On Saturday morning, Odi-
sha housing and urban develop-
ment minister Pratap Jena filled
a glass with water from one of
the several water fountains
installed on Grand Road leading
to the Jagannath Temple before
drinking it. As camera flashes
went off and TV news reporters
swarmed around, Jena also put
his mouth close to the water
source and drank from it to
emphasise the state govern-
ment’s latest announcement of
Puri becoming the first Indian
city where one can “drink
straight from the tap”.

‘While Jena exhorted everyone
to drink from the taps, newspa-

pers and TV channels in Odisha
have been awash with govern-
ment advertisements about the
holy town becoming the first
Indian city to have 24-hour safe
drinking water facility like that
in London and Singapore. The
scheme, named Sujal, was first
launched in October last year by
chief minister Naveen Patnaik in
a pilot mode with an aim to pro-
vide clean drinking water from
taps to 1.5 million people in 15
towns of Odisha by March 2022.
The deadline has now been
revised to October 2023.
“While other cities in India
like Mumbai, Delhi or Chennai
may be providing clean drinking
water, it is surely not available
for entire 24 hours. Our system
is fully automated to correct any

The water treatment plant located at Samang, Odisha, which
purifies 42 million litre daily and supplies it to 250,000 people.  HT

anomaly in the supply of clean
drinking water through taps to
all households in the city. The
water from taps is now ready for

consumption without any more
filtration,” said Odisha housing
and urban development secre-
tary G Mathivathanan.

In several neighbourhoods of
Puri town, the reactions to the
government claim have been a
mix of incredulity and mild
approval. Sabita Das, a 71-year-
old woman in Puri's Haragouri
Sahi, one of the several people
having 24-hour water supply
lines, said the water now tastes
different. “For several years, |
have been drinking water froma
water purifier. I somehow don’'t
like the taste of this water.”

Sanjib Kumar Panda in Dutta-
tota Sahi of Puri said the water
was not of great quality, while
Rashmita Mallick of Mangalahat
area said the water quality is
now good.

Before the tap water scheme
was made operational, people
like Mallick and Panda in the

seaside town received their
drinking water from groundwa-
ter sucked up by massive pumps
in the Baliapanda area. The
water was lifted to overhead
tanks and then chlorinated
before being supplied to houses.
Some drew water from their
borewells or handpumps which
they either boiled or filtered.
Under the Sujal scheme, the
government now draws water
from the Bhargavi river flowing
near the town. The water is then
channelised to a reservoir and
then sent to a treatment plant at
Samang. There, it goes through
several processes including chlo-
rination before being sent
through a network of pipes to
250,000 people. While the water
demand of Puri town is about

32-34 million litres per day, the
plant purifies 42 million litres.

Experts say that to supply
water that can be had straight
from the tap anywhere in India,
the water quality has to adhere
to at least 30-odd parameters of
IS 10500 of BIS. “If any parame-
ter exceeds the limit, the water is
considered unfit for human con-
sumption...,” said Dr Bharat
Sharma, senior researcher at
New Delhi’s International Water
Management Institute.

PK Swain, managing director
of Water Supply Corporation of
Odisha, a government company
looking after operation and
maintenance of water supply in
the state, said the water that is
now being supplied conforms to
IS0 10500 specifications.
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14 crest gates of Nagarjuna Sagar lifted

Officials release over 1.05 lakh cusecs as water levels in projects inching towards Full Reservoir Level

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabas

With River Krishna getting
huge inflows in the past
week, water levels in various
projects in the basin are
inching towards the Full
Reservoir Level, On Sunday,
14 gates of the Nagarjuna
Sagar project were opened
to release water down-
stream,

With the upstream proj-
ects in neighbouring Kar-
nataka getting filled to the
brim, officials have been re-
leasing water downstream.
As a result, there are steady
inflows into Jurala, Srisailam
and Nagarjuna Sagar proj-
ects, Following over 518
lakh cusecs inflows into Na-
garjuna Sagar, officials
opened 14 crest gates andre-
leased 1.05 lakh cusecs
downstream on Sunday
evening,

A bulletin released at 3 pm
on Sunday said the water
storage capacity in Srisailam
project was 206,97 tmc
against its gross capacity of

Water gushing out of the Nagarjuna Sagar project after 14 gates were opened, in Nalgonda district on Sunday.

215,81 tmc. Similarly, the
water storage in Nagarjuna
Sagar project was 293,10 tme
against the FRL capacity of

312,05 tme. Inflows into
projects in Godavari basin,
however, are relatively low,
but water levels in most

projects have almost
reached full capacity. The
current storage capacity in
Sriram Sagar project, Mid

Manair, Lower Manair and
Sripada Yellampally proj-
ects is over 90 per cent,
Meanwhile, with the crest

gates of Srisailam and Na-
garjuna Sagar projects
opened to release water
downstream, there has been
asurge in visitors, especially
people from Hyderabad at
the dam sites to witness the
sight of water gushing out of
the gates.

Meanwhile, Nagarjuna
Sagar Project Superinten-
dent Engineer Dharma Naik,
who formally lifted the crest
gates by pressing the switch
in the control board, said the
water level in the project
had almost reached the FRL.
The inflows into the project
were continuing at 4,64,781
lakh cusecs.

“For the first time in the
history of the project, we are
releasing water through
crest gates and to the left
canal about 15 days ahead of
the usual time. Inflows into
the project may further in-
crease by one lakh cusecs by
midnight on Sunday. Based
on the inflow, a decision
would be taken on lifting the
other gates,” the Superinten-
dent Engineer said.
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CMBommaitoconvene
all-partymeeton
Mekedatu

‘We'll take everyone
along whenit
comes toland &
water issues’

v
BENGALURU, PTI

Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Sunday said he
would convene an all-party
meet in the coming days on
the Mekedatu dam issue,
a bone of contention be-
tween the state and Tamil
Nadu.

“In the coming days I will
convene an all-party meet.
When it comes to the land
and water related issues, all
political parties become one.
We will take everyone along
and proceed further,” he told
reporters here.

Bommai said he was
aware of the agitation
by JD(S) leader and for-
mer chief minister H D
Kumaraswamy on the
issue,

The row between both
the states has seen Karna-
taka asserting last month
that work on the reservoir
would start and protests in
several parts of the Cauvery

delta region in Tamil Nadu
and Puducherryagainst the
initiative,

The Rs 9,000 crore Me-
kedatu balancing reservoir
and drinking water project
across the Cauvery river in
Ramanagar district aims at
utilising 4.75 tmcft of wa-
ter for drinking purposes
in Bengaluru and neigh-
bouring areas, besides gen-
erating 400 MW power.
However, Tamil Nadu is op-
posed toit, saying thatitwill
hamper the interests of the
state and deprive its farm-
ers of water for irrigation
purposes.

In July, former CM Yedi-
yurappa had written to Ta-
mil Nadu Chief Minister M
K Stalin, asking him not to
stall the project as it was in
the interest of both states
to store water to meet the
needs during distress years
and offered to hold a bilat-
eral meeting to resolve the
differences.

Bommai had on Friday
said the state would go
ahead with the Mekedartu
project at any cost. “Karna-
taka hasrights over Cauvery
and the Mekedatu dam pro-
ject will be taken up at any
cost. The detailed project
report (DPR) is ready and
will get approval soon, he
had said.
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Yamuna rises again in Delhi,

gets closer to danger’ mark

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The water
level in the Yamuna in Delhi
increased again and was
recorded at 205.30 meters on
Sunday morning, just below
the danger mark of 205.33
meters, as rains continued to
lash Delhi and upper catch-
ment areas of the river, offi-
cials said.

According to the officials,
over 100 families living in the
Yamuna floodplains have been
moved to higher areas over the
last few days.

On Friday, the Delhi
administration had sounded
a flood alert and expedited
efforts to evacuate people from
vulnerable areas, as the river in
the capital breached the danger
mark of 205.33 metres amid
heavy rains in the upper catch-
ment areas.

The water level was
recorded at 205.30 metres at
the Old Railway Bridge at 9 am.

On Friday, the Yamuna had
breached the danger mark and
swelled to 205.59 metres by 9
pm. It had receded to 204.89
metres on Saturday evening,
according to the Delhi flood
control room. All six districts,
through which the Yamuna
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flows in Delhi, are now on
high alert and each has already
evacuated hundreds of people
from the banks to resettlement
camps.

With Haryana discharg-
ing more water into the river
from the Hathnikund Barrage,
the Delhi Police and the East
Delhi district administration
have been evacuating people
living on the floodplains of
the Yamuna in the capital. A
flood alert is declared when the
Yamuna crosses the “warning
mark” of 204.50 metres.

The Delhi flood control
room reported a discharge
rate of 17,827 cusecs from the
Hathnikund Barrage in Hary-
anas Yamunanagar district at
9am.

Normally, the flow rate
at the Hathnikund barrage is

352 cusec, but the discharge is
increased after heavy rainfall
in catchment areas. One cusec
is equivalent to 28.32 litres per
second.

A Met Department offi-
cial said “moderate to heavy”
rains are predicted in north-
west India over the next few
days, which is likely to increase
water levels in the rivers flow-
ing through the region.

In 2019, the flow rate had
peaked to 8.28 lakh cusec on
August 18-19, and the water
level of the Yamuna had hit the
206.60 metre-mark, breach-
ing the danger mark of 205.33
metres.

In 1978, the river had
swelled to the all-time record
water level of 207.49 metres.

In 2013, it had risen to
207.32 metres.
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FARMERS URGE
FOR MORE
CAUVERY WATER

Thanjavur/Tiruvarur: Even
as the farmers have
enthusiastically taken up
Kuruvai paddy cultivation
with the opening of water
from Mettur on June 12,
they are now worried about
the availability of water for
the full season as the State
has received only 30.94
TMC of Cauvery water for
the months of June and
July from Karnataka as
against a total of 40.43
TMC mandated by the
Supreme Court. Thisis a
short fall at the start of the
irrigation year.
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Rainfall seven per centbelow normalin July: IMD

PRESS TRUSTOF INDIA
MEWDELHI, 1 AUGUST

Afteritsvigorousrevival inthe
first week of July that saw
floods, cloudburstandland -
slides in several parts of the
country, the Southwest Mon-
soon ended with aseven per
centdeficitfor themonth, the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said on Sunday.
The rainfall in July was
minus seven per cent which
comes to around 93 per cent
of the Long Period Average,
IMD Director General Mru-
tyunjay Mohapatra said.
Rainfallinthe range of 96-
104 isnormalwhereas precip-
itation in the range of 90-96
is classified as belownormal.
July recorded extremely
heavy rainfall over coastal

and central Maharashtra, Goa,
Karnataka. Several townsand
cities in Maharashtra were
deluged to very heavy rainfall
which resulted in catastrophic
events like landslides claim-
ing scores of lives and dam-
aging property.

The north Indian states -
- Jammuand Kashmir, Uttarak-
hand, Himachal Pradesh and
Ladakh-also saw cloudburst
events that claimed several
lives. The national capital too
recorded a very good rainfall
activity. But overall, the rain-
fallrecorded forthe monthwas
seven per centless.

The IMD had predicted
normal rainfall in July.

Owerall, the country has

received one per cent less
rainfall than normal from 1
June to 31 July.

Extensive waterlogging, traffic congestion in Delhi

PRESS TRUSTOF INDIA
NEW DELHI, 1 AUGUST

As rains continued to lash
Delhi, extensive waterlog-
ging and traffic snarls were
reported at several places
in the city on Sunday.

The Safdarjung Obser-
vatory, considered the offi-
cial marker for Delhi, record -
ed 28.2 mm rainfall, while the
Ridgestation registered 126.8
mmrainfallfrom8.30amon
Saturdayto 8.30 am on Sun-
day;, officials said.

According to the Public
Works Department, Yamuna
Bazar, Khanpur, Rohtak Road,
LodhiRoad, Azadpur under-

ater-logged road af
on sunday. (R) Increased water level of the Yamuna above
danger mark, in the Capital on Sunday. . =1

or rain at Sadar Bazar, in eaplta!

pass, Zakhira underpass,
Shakti Nagar underpass,
Kirari, Sagarpur, amongoth-
ers wimessed severe water-
logging. PWD officials said
nearly 20-30 waterlogging
complaints werereceived in
the morning.
Theofficials said the work-

ers are on the ground and
waterlogging-related com-
plaintsarebeingattendedon
priority. Meanwhile, the water
levelin theYamuna increased
;gnjn and was recorded at
5.30 meters on Sunday
morning, justbelowthedan-
ger mark of 205.33 meters.
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Nagarjunasagar reservoir close to brimming

OUR BUREAU

Hyderabad, August 1

with heavy inflows from
multiple sources and huge
discharge of over 5 lakh
cusecs from Srisailam up-
stream, the Nagarjunasagar
Dam is inching to full reser-
voir level.

Barely a week ago, it was at
about 510 feet as against the
full reservoir level of 590
feet, which has a storage ca-
pacity of 312 tmcft. As of 5 pm
on Sunday, the dam level had
shot up to 583.50 feet, and
the water storage of 293 tm-
cft or 94 per cent of a full
reservoir holding capacity.

Hydel

While Srisailam is receiv-
ing 5.3 lakh cusecs and re-
leasing about 5.1 lakh cusecs,
Nagarjunasagar is receiving
about 4.37 lakh cusecs.

Afile picture of Nagarjunasagar Dam.

While the Srisailam Dam
has a total installed capacity
of 1,670 MW, Nagarjunasagar,
an older multipurpose pro-
ject, has 816 MW capacity. The
filling up of both Srisailam
and Nagarjunasagar dams
on the Krishna augurs well
for Andhra Pradesh and Tel-

angana. It will help in meet-
ing irrigation and drinking
water demand supplies and
enable generation in both
left and right bank power
houses at Srisailam and the
power house at
Nagarjunasagar.

The authorities have soun-

ded flood alert for villages
along the river’s course with
more inflows likely from up-
stream Karnataka dams —
Narayanpur and Almatti —

into Jurala and then
Srisailam and
Nagarjunasagar.
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