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Expert panel

to tackle floo

S

constituted

To suggest measures to minimise damages

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

The State government on
Tuesday constituted an ex-
pert committee to study and
recommend measures for
protection of flood-prone
areas and key installations.

The committee, compris-
ing of senior engineers from
the Irrigation department
and experts from other
agencies, will study flood
control approaches adopted
in the two major river basins
of India - Ganga and
Brahmaputra and submit its
report within a month.

This was announced by
Special Chief Secretary (Ir-
rigation and Command
Area Development) Rajat
Kumar after a high-level re-
view meeting on the flood
situation in the State and
permanent mitigation meas-
ures to be taken.

He wanted flood control
methods developed for
Ganga and Brahmaputra to
be studied and suitable
measures adopted for Go-
davari river.

Rajat Kumar emphasised
the need for developing in-
frastructure needed to en-
sure the safety of key instal-
lations such as the Heavy
Water Plant at Manuguru
close to the river bank of
Godavari along with impor-
tant shrines like Sri Sitara-
machandra Swamy Dev-
asthanam at Bhadrachalam
and Parnasala, another pil-
grim centre on the banks of
the river.

ON PRIORITY

FOCUS ON PROTECTION OF KEY INSTALLATIONS
ON GODAVARI BANKS FROM FLOODS

Flood
protection

o Safety of Manuguru
Heavy Water Plant,
Bhadrachalam temple
town high on agenda

approaches in

Brahmaputa
and Ganga

© Special focus on seven of
37 tributary streams with
history of flash floods

basins to be
studied

The expert panel will
study the need for reloca-
tion of villages often af-
fected. They are located in
the high flood zone of the
river.

Out of 37 streams joining
the Godavari River, protec-
tion measures were needed
for seven major streams
having a discharge of more
than 10,000 cusecs.

The Special Chief Secre-
tary explained that the im-
pact of the Polavaram back-
waters was minimized this
year, as the State had taken
up the matter with
Polavaram Project Author-
ity (PPA) well in advance
and ensured that all the
gates of Polavaram project
were kept open during the
floods.

Detailed discussions took
place on the flood situation
at Kaddam project and con-
dition of the Kaddam dam
following a presentation

o Flash floods to Kaddam
and project safety
discussed in detail

made by consultants Vassar
Labs. It was explained that
70 percent of the rainfall oc-
curs in the catchment of
Kaddam Dam very near to
the reservoir and flash
floods were occurring with-
out allowing much time to
operate the gates to create a
flood cushion.

Special Chief Secretary
(Irrigation and Command
Area Development) Rajat
Kumar instructed officials
to install river gauges at key
locations in the catchment
area to assess the exact in-
flows into the reservoir.

ENC (General)- Muralid-
har , ENC (O&M)- B. Na-
gendra Rao, ENC (Admn)-
Anil Kumar, ENC(Gajwel)-
B.Hariram , Advisor- ].Vijay
Prakash, OSD (Irrigation) to
Chief Minister Sridhar Rao
Deshpande were among
those who took part in the
high-level review meeting
on Tuesday.



Report On Permanent
Flood Mitigation Soon

Koride.Mahesh@timesgroup.com

Hyderabad; After aswollen Godava-
ri wreaked havoc in several dis-
tricts, the irrigation department
has decided to study flood protec-
tion works on other rivers, inclu-
ding Ganga and Brahmaputra for
adopting similar measures on the
Godavaribasin. The department al-
s0 decided to take up measures to
fortify Bhadrachalam temple, Par-
nasala and Manuguru heavy water
plants from floods.

The Telangana cabinet on Mon-
day discussed the flood mayhem in
Godavari's hinterland and directed
irrigation officials to take up mea-
sures to prevent a rerun. Special
chief secretary (irrigation) Rajat
Kumar held a review meeting with

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Times of India- 02- August-2023

(Ganga & Brahmaputra models
to help tame swollen Godavari

0f 37 streams joining Goda-
vari, measures sho-
uldbetakenat?
major streams dis-
chargingmore than
10,000 cusecs.

Rajat Kumar |

SPL CHIEF SECY (IRRIGATION)

irrigation officials and experts on
the permanent flood mitigation me-
asures at Jala Soudhaon Tuesday,

He said a permanent flood miti-
gation report would be finalized
and submitted to the state govern-
ment soon. Rajat Kumar said the im-
pact of Polavaram backwater was
minimized this year with the Te-
langana government taking up the
matter with Polavaram Project Aut-
hority inadvancetoensureall gates
were gpen.

“0Of 37 streams joining Godava-

ri, measures should be taken at se-
ven major streams discharging mo-
re than 10,000 cusecs. Now, a com-
mittee has beenconstituted with de-
partment engineers and external
experts to finalize a report in a
month and submit it to the govern-
ment,” Kumar said.

The meeting also discussed re-
centfloods at the Kadem project. “At
least 70% rainfall occurs in the
catchment of Kadem dam near the
reservoir and flash floods occur wit-
hout allowing a time buffer to ope-
rategates. It takes at least two hours
toliftall 18 gates, but during a flood,
waters rise to three lakh cusecs in
an hour. This is creating hurdles in
flood management,” Rama Raju,
consultant of the departmentsaid.

He also said, the 65-yvear-old ga-
tes need to be replaced and sugges-
ted setting up additional vent ways
to discharge 2 lakh cusecs for seam-
lessflood management.
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Form separate statutory body for Yamuna
cleaning, demand military veterans

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Mew Delhi

A group of military veterans
on Tuesday demanded the es-
tablishment of a separate stat-
utory body for cleaning the Ya-
muna river, which they claim is
a “slow poison” for the people
in the Delhi-NCR region.

The group, “Atulya Ganga,”
presented results of a survey
evaluating the river’s health
here, pointing out that the Na-
tional Mission for Clean Ganga
focuses on the Ganga and lacks
efforts to clean other tributar-
ies, including Yamuna.

Colonel (retd) Mike Keshwar
said the Yamuna requires its
own agency due to the signifi-
cant cleaning task, as the Gan-
ga's cleanup itself is massive.
The NMCG, established under
an Act, aims to clean the Ganga
and its tributaries.

The Atulya Ganga team col-
lected samples from 29 critical

locations along the Yamunana-
gar-Prayagraj stretch, testing
them on 16 parameters related
to water quality, including pH,
turbidity, hardness, chloride,
chlorine, iron, fluorides, bacte-
ria, dissolved oxygen and total
dissolved solids. Shockingly,
only one sample was deemed
“good,” while 12 were of fair
quality and 17 were poor.

One of the key parameters of
the river’s health is the dis-
solved oxygen level, which is
required to be four parts per

million (PPM) or better.
The samples showed that the

dissolved oxygen level was less _"'.': |

than one part per million
(PPM), signifying severe pollu-
tion, the veterans said.

The group also aims to create
a “Yamuna Health Dashboard’
using satellite data, remote
sensing, Internet of Things and
artificial intelligence.

This will make a 24x7 “Water
Euality Index of Rivers” avail-
able in the public domain which
will be an effective tool to re-
port the pollution levels, pin-
point the sources of contami-
nation and drive accountability,
said Lt Gen (retd) Alok Kler,
CEQ, Atulya Ganga.

The Yamuna Health Dash-
board will provide insights to
policy makers, government,
and non-governmental agen-
cies to make informed deci-
sions and create effective envi-
ronmental policies, he said.

Water
quality
5U

The Atulya
Ganga team
collected
samples from
29 critical
locations
along
Yamunanagar-
Prayagraj
stretch,
testing them
on 16
parameters
related to
water quality,
including pH
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