SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Just like many of the pre-
vious years, the northeast
monsoon has spilled aver in-
to January. Wet weather is
set fo continue over Tamil
Nadu till Tuesday and the
Cauvery delta districts may
receive heavy rain at a cou-
ple of places on Sunday.

As the strong northeaster-
ly winds prevails off the Ta-
mil Nadu coast at the lower
levels, many other districts
may receive scattered, light
to moderate rain on Sunday.
Rain may shift to the south-
ern parts of the State from
Monday and decrease gra-
dually after January 5, said
officials of the India Meteoro-
logical Department.

A cyclonic circulation lies
over the southwest Bay of
Bengal off the south Sri Lan-
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Wet weather to continue till Tuesday

Cauvery delta districts may receive heavy rain at a couple of places today, predicts IMD
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Water woes: The Central Avenue at Korattur in Chennai
remained waterlogged on Saturday. sm.veonan

ka coast at the mid-tropos-
pheric levels. Chennai may
receive thunderstorms, with
light to moderate rain, and
experience a partly cloudy
sky on Sunday. On Saturday,
the weather stations at Nun-
gambakkam and Meenam-
bakkam received less than 1
cm of rain till 5.30 p.m.
While many other weather

stations across the State re-
corded rain, Nagapattinam
and Thanjavur (5 cm each)
and Karaikal and Lalpet in
Cuddalore district (3 cm
each) received moderate
rain till the evening.

S. Balachardran, Deputy
Director-General of Meteo-
rology, Chennai, said the
convergence of easterlies at

the lower level of atmosph-
ere and the westerly trough
at the upper level would in-
fluence rain over the State
for the next few days.

Excess rain

The State has received 71.4
cm of rain against its normal
of 44.9 cm between October
and December, 59% more
than its normal. Chennai dis-
trict recorded 1,360 cm, 74%
more than the average for
the season.

Meanwhile, the Water Re-
sources Department has re-
duced the release from the
Red Hills reservoir to 2,000
cubic feet per second (cu-
secs) around 6 p.m. as the in-
flow dropped to 1,700 cusecs
on Saturday. Officials said
areas downstream such as
Vadakarai, Grand Line and
Samiyarmadam were heavily

inundated after the recent
rain and the discharge from
the reservoir. “We have de-
cided to decrease the dis-
charge tolet the stagnant wa-
ter recede in the
downstream areas. The Red
Hills reservoir has touched
3,297 million cubic feet of
water against its capacity of
3,300 mcft,” said an official.
The combined storage of
the five major reservoirs,
which supply drinking water
to the city, was 11,296 mcft,
nearly 96.08% of their total
capacity. Surplus water is al-
so discharged from the
Chembarambakkam  and
Poondi reservoirs in accor-
dance with the inflow. On Sa-
turday, the city was supplied
with nearly 1,007 million
litres per day of drinking wa-
ter, of which nearly 782 MLD
was made through pipeline.
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Chennairainwoes: Stalin asks
Centre toenhance IMD’s capacity

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI 1JANUARY

After a day of unprecedent-
ed downpourand it's miseries
and the failure on part of
Regional Meteorological Cen-
tre, Chennai (RMCjto pre-
dictheavyrains, chief minis-
ter MK Stalin has requested
Union home minister Amit
Shah to provide advanced
weather prediction mecha-
nisms and upgrade the tech-
nology used at RMC, Chen-
nai enabling it to make pre-
dictionsofhigh alert situations
earlier and notify the sameto
the State government wellin
advance.

After experiencing non-

stopheavy showers for almost
nine hours on Thursday, the
Metoffice hasforecastheavy
showers for the next three
days in the coastal and Cau-
verydeltadistricts. Therains
were accompanied bystrong
winds which also hampered
the reliefworksbeingunder-
taken by the Greater Chennai
Corporation officials like
pumping outstagnated water
using motor pumpsin several
parts of the city.

Talking about Thursday’s
torrential rains, ChennaiMet
Dffice Director S Puviarasan
toldreporters that cloud burst
was not the reason for the
heavy rains.

“Since the upper air

lying in the sea, suddenly
moved towards theland at a
fast pace, there was thick
cloud coverleadingto rains”.
Stating there might be
some practical difficulties in
accurately predicting the
heavy rains, Puviarasan said
there would not be so much
of rain if there was a cloud-
burst. The wind pattern and
the quantum of rain can
change. This was the precise
reason for Thursday’s rain
when the cityreceived 24 cm
of rains, recording the third
wettest dayin December.
Normal life continued to
remain affected as several
areas were inundated affect-

After experiencing non-
stop heavy showers for
almost nine hours on
Thursday, the Met office
has forecast heavy show-
ers for the next three
days in the coastal and
Cauvery delta districts.

ing free movement of vehic-
ulartrafiic. In several areasrain
waters had entered the.

Meanwhile, chief minister
M K Stalin visited the rain
affected areasin the city along
with Greater Chennai Cor-
poration Commissioner
Gagandeep Singh Bedi and
inspected the relief works.

Taking to Twitter, some
peoplesharedimages of water-
logged streets and warned
othersof avoiding such roads.
Meanwhile, many others also
shared pictures of some ofthe
main roads in the city which
were devoid of any such stag-
nation.

Former Tamil Nadu CM
and opposition AIADMK
leader EdappadiK Palaniswa-
mi criticised the ruling DMK
and said that Chennai was
inundated after just oneday’s
heavy rains.

Expressing confidence that
water logging issues would be
addressed before the next
rainy season, Stalin said IMD
usually provided informa-
tion (to the government) on
the likelthood of rainfall. They,
however, could not forecast
theheavy rainfallon30Decem-
ber in Chennai and it was
unexpected, he said.



