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Telangana ‘<. Today

TS for tab on
surplus water

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Telangana demanded that
every drop of the surplus
(spilling condition) water in
projects under Krishna
River basin should be ac-
counted for under the
Andhra Pradesh share
which has a better capacity
to divert water than Telan-
gana and store it outside the
basin.

It has contended that un-
less the surplus water being
diverted outside the basin is
counted, Andhra Pradesh
will ask for more water
from the common storages
which are the only source
for Telangana.

The third Reservoir Man-
agement Committee (RMC)
meeting of Krishna River
Management Board
(KRMB) was chaired by
KRMB member Ravi
Kumar Pillai at Jala Soudha
here on Friday.

Telangana Engineer-in-
Chief Muralidhar argued at
the length urging the Com-
mittee to safeguard the in-
terest of Telangana. After
his Andhra Pradesh coun-
terpart Narayana Reddy
urged the Committee not to

consider the request, the
proceedings were recorded
and the issue was posted for
the next meeting. Telan-
gana has decided to write to
the KRMB about its con-
tentions on the issue.

Mutual consent
Further, the RMC meeting
also discussed about the
rule curves in order to fix
water levels in the Srisailam
project. Telangana argued
that the matter was subju-
dice before Krishna Water
Disputes Tribunal-II
(KWDT-II) and hence, fix-
ing the rule curves must be
subject to the Tribunal’s de-
cision. From the Srisailam
project, only 34 TMC canbe
allowed and surplus water
use by the States will be on
mutual consent only.
Further, Telangana also
informed that issues like
utilising services of pumped
storage of Left Bank Pump
House (LBPH) by Andhra
Pradesh, are subject to the
decision of Telangana gov-
ernment. The RMC ac-
cepted that the rule curves
are subject to Tribunal
award and posted the issue
for discussion during next
meeting.



Flood
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OVER 29 LAKH STILL AFFECTED, OFFICIALS SAY

situation In Assam grim

OUR CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI: Assam’s flood
situation remained grim on
Friday with eight more peo-
ple losing their lives in the last
24 hours and over 29 lakh still
affected, officials said.

Most parts of Cachar dis-
trict headquarters, Silchar, were
still waterlogged, they said.

The death toll due to
floods and landslides this year
increased to 159, while one
person was reported missing,
taking the cumulative num-
ber to 36, according to a bul-
letin issued by the Assam State
Disaster Management Author-
ity (ASDMA).

An inter-ministerial cen-
tral team (IMCT) of the Union
Home Ministry is in the state
and planned to visit some
flood-affected areas during the
day and also on Saturday.

The team has been divided
into two groups with one vis-
iting Cachar, Hailakandi and
Karimganj and the other going
to Nalbari, Bajali, Kamrup and
Morigaon to assess the damage
caused by the floods, according

Residents being rescued from a flood-affected area in Tezpur P

1o a press release. Chief Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma went
to Karimganyj, his third visit to
the Barak Valley in the last ten
days, to review the situation
there. He visited the relief camp
at Subhas High School, Kali-
bari and Gopikanagar in the
district.

The chief minister had ear-
lier made two visits to Silchar
and conducted an aerial survey
of the submerged town.

Several parts of Silchar,

including Meherpur, Vive-
kananda Road, Das Colony,
Ambicapatty, Church Road,
Chandicharan Road, Bilpar,
Public School Road, Subhash
Nagar and NS Avenue areas,
remained under floodwater.
Deputy Commissioner
Keerthi Jalli said work is going
on to repair the damaged por-
tion of the dyke breached at
Bethukundi which led to the
waterlogging in the town.
Work is also underway to
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repair the damaged dyke at
Barjuri in Katigorah revenue
circle of Cachar district, she
said.

She said a priority is being
given to reach the affected
people with drinking water
and food, while medical
camps are being set up by the
health department in all the
28 municipal wards to ensure
the prevention of water-borne

diseases. Meanwhile, 2,608
villages under 75 revenue cir-
cles have been affected by the
deluge across the state, while
3,05,565 people have taken
shelter in 551 relief camps,
according to the bulletin.

Relief materials were dis-
tributed from 355 delivery
points among flood-hit people
who have not taken shelters in
the temporary facilities.

Among the worst-affected
districts are Cachar with
14,31,652, followed by Nagaon
with 5,19,463 and Barpeta with
4,00,502. Two embankments
were breached, one each in
Biswanath and Udalguri, while
221 roads, five bridges and 557
houses have been damaged due
to the floods.

A cultivated area of 76,115
hectares has been inundated,
while 51 animals were washed
away. Large-scale erosion was
also reported from Biswanath,
Bongaigaon, Chirang, Dhem-
aji, Dhubri, Dibrugarh, Kam-
rup, Kokrajhar, Lakhimpur,
Morigaon, Sonitpur, Tamul-
pur and Tinsukia, the bulle-
tin added.
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Maharashtra releases water for Telangana

Every year, gates are opened for four months as per the Supreme Court order

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD

The Godavari water started
flowing towards Sriramsagar
project in Nizamabad district
of Telangana from the up-
stream Babli Barrage in Mah-
arashtra as the gates of the
reservoir were lifted by the
authorities of the Maharash-
tra Water Resources Depart-
ment in the presence of Irri-
gation Department
engineers of Telangana and
the Central Water
Commission.

Gates of the Babli Barrage
are kept open from July 1 to
October 28 every year as per
a Supreme Court order is-
sued in February 2013. The
gates would also be lifted for
a day on March 1 every year
to let 0.6 tmc ft water down-
stream for drinking needs.

Combined Andhra Pra-

-
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In full flow: Water gushing out

of Babli Barrage in
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.

Maharashtra as its gates were lifted on Friday. «arrancement

desh moved the Supreme
Court in 2006 opposing con-
struction of the barrage, lo-
cated 30 km from the inter-
State border, that com-
menced in 2004, contending
that it would impact flows in-
to Sriramsagar project and
aver 7.28 lakh hectares aya-
cut in Adilabad, Nizamabad,
Karimnagar, Warangal, Nal-

gonda, Khammam and Me-
dak as also drinking needs.
The Supreme Court, while
allowing Maharastra to con-
struct the barrage, had also
directed that its utilisation of
water from the barrage shall
not exceed 2.74 tmc ft, the
storage capacity of the bar-
rage, during the period from
October 29 to June 30 every

year.

Maharashtra Water Re-
sources authorities led by Ex-
ecutive Engineer of the bar-
rage A.S. Chougale operated
the motors to lift the gates.
Executive Engineers M.
Chakrapani (SRSP) and Srini-
vas Rao (CWC), AEE of Babli
Kanad Khedekar, K. Raviand
M. Vamshi (SRSP) were also
present while the barrage
gates were being lifted at 8
am on Friday. The barrage
has one tmc ft of water stor-
age at the time of lifting
gates.

Meanwhile, flows from
Godavari to Sriramsagar are
likely to improve with the
gates of Babli barrage re-
maining opened. About 5
tme ft water reached Sriram-
sagar project in June, the first
month of this water vear,
from the catchment areas.
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Govt. forms State Committee on Dam Safety

It has been constituted under the provisions of the Dam Safety Act, 2021

DENNIS S. JESUDASAN
CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu government
has constituted a State Com-
mittee on Dam Safety and a
State Dam Safety Organisa-
tion under the provisions of
Dam Safety Act, 2021.

The Engineer-in-Chief and
Chief Engineer (General) of
‘Water Resources Depart-
ment will be the ex-officio
Chairperson of the State
Committee, constituted un-
der Sub-section (1) of Section
11 of the Act.

The Chief Engineer, Water
Resources Department,
State Dam Safety Organisa-
tion; Chief Engineers of Wa-
ter Resources Department
for Chennai, Coimbatore,
Madurai and Tiruchi re-
gions; Chief Engineer/Hy-
dro, Tamil Nadu Generation
and Distribution Corpora-
tion Ltd., are members of
the panel.

A senior official told The
Hindu that Mullaperiyar, be-

Mullaperiyar, being an
inter-State dam, will not
come under the new panel,
says an official. =riLe pHoTO

ing an inter-State dam,
would not come under the
new panel. But it would be
under the purview of the Na-
tional Dam Safety Authority.
According to the National
Register of Large Dams, re-
leased in June 2019 by the
Central Water Commission,
of the 5,334 then existing
large dams across the coun-

try, 118 are in Tamil Nadu.

Other members

Director, Hydel Civil Design
(East & North-East), Central
Water Commission, New
Delhi, (nominated by the
Chairman, Central Water
Commission) and Chief Engi-
neer - Hydro Project Moni-
toring Division, Central Elec-
tricity  Authority, Union
Ministry of Power, (nominat-
ed by the Chairperson, Cen-
tral Electricity Authority) are
also on the panel.

Chief Engineer, Kerala-
Sholayar, Upper Bhavani
Dams; Chief Engineer, Pudu-
cherryVeedur Dam; Direc-
tor (Dam Design/Hydrolo-
gy), Indian Institute of
Technology, Chennai; Direc-
tor, Centre for Water Re-
sources (Dam Design/Hy-
drology), Anna University,
Chennai and Director (Dam
Design/Hydrology), National
Institute of Technology, Ti-
ruchi are also members. The

Superintending Engineer of
the State Dam Safety Organi-
sation will be the Member
Secretary.

Those in the State Dam Sa-
fety Organisation, constitut-
ed under sub-section (1) of
section 14 of the Act are:
Chief Engineer, Superin-
tending Engineer, Executive
Engineer, Dam Documenta-
tion Cell, four Assistant Ex-
ecutive Engineers, Dam Doc-
umentation Cell and eight
Assistant Engineers, Dam
Documentation Cell.

Executive Engineer, Dam
Design and Hydrology Cell;
three Assistant Executive En-
gineers, Dam Design and Hy-
drology Cell; 10 Assistant En-
gineers, Dam Design and
Hydrology Cell; Executive
Engineer, Dam Hydro-me-
chanical Cell; four Assistant
Executive Engineers, Dam
Hydro-mechanical Cell and
eight Assistant Engineers,
Dam Hydro-mechanical Cell,
are also on the panel.
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Centre set to monetise economic benefits of Ganga River Basin

RICHA SHARMA & Mew Delhi

IM the seemingly first such
move, the Centre has started
the process to assess the eco-
nomic value of the Ganga basin
i different sectors like agricul-
tural, domestic, industrial, hy-
dropower, tourisim, navigation,
health and public safety and is
looking at monetising the eco-
nomic beneafits,

The National Mission for
Clean Ganga {NMCG) under
Union Jal Shakti ministry has
called for conducting “Water
Balance Studies for Ganga Riv-
er Bagin® for assigning econom-

ic walue to environmental fow,
which could act as trade-off’ be-
tween allocation of water to
commercial use and environ.
mental flow

According to MM, the idea
that the economic values can be
maonetised and estimates estab-
lished for environmental serv-
ices like biodiversity and fish-
arbes. The ministry has called

for hiring a glohal consultant to
carry the work. The miristry’s
plan is tohave in place a “water
accounting dynamic tool” to up-
date the water balance for Gan-
ga Fiver Basin in order o opti-
mize the economic and
environmental outcomes from
the available water consumed.
“An assessment of the gains de-
rived from cascading and coor-

Global consultant to carry the work

According to NMOG, the idea that the economic values can be
monetised and estimates established for environmental services like
biodiversity and fizheries. The ministry has called for hiring a global
consultant tocary the work.

dinate management of water
storage in reservoirs, and roc-
ommendation of protocols and
systems to ensure that these are
operated more efficlently lead-
ing to higher economic produc-
tivity of available water and
improved environmental flow”
the Ganga misshon noted.

This comes as the Modi-led
government in June 2014
launched the ‘Namami Gange"
a flagship programme with
budget outlay of T20,000 crope
to accomplish the twin objec-
tives of effective abatement of
pollution, conservation and re-
Juvenation of the holy river

Mission Clean Ganga

A TOTAL OF 373 PROJECTS HAVE
BEEM SAMCTPONED AT A CO5T OF

00\0 Va0

This includes bl pmfects for sewage
treatment of 4058 MLD and a sewer
network of 3213 kms sanctioned al a

ostof T4 0T

agaire] which sewege ireatmest capadily
of 929,50 ML has been meated sofar.

Kbout 95 enjects
o ceertructicn of
ghats and
cremadnrium have
been sandtioned
ard fif hae been
mpleted while T7
are Under progress.
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New Delhi: Delhi Jal Board gave
the go-ahead on Friday to a number
of projects, collectively costing Rs
155 erore, which are expected (o
help clean the Yamuna. The projects
include 185.5km of sewer lines
connecting several villages amd
unauthorised colonies, 10 in situ
sewage treatment svstems, upgrade
of six sewage ireatment plants
and developmentof 298 waterbodies
and ninelakes,

The projects were approved in a
meeting headed by deputy chief mi-
nister Manish Sisodia, who is also
chalrman of DJB.

New sewer lines, said officials,
would belaid in the assembly consti-
tencles of Bijwasan, Najafgarh,
Denli, Sangam Vihar and Burari.
These will boost sewerage in unaut-
horised colonies and reduce pollu-
tion in the Yamuna and benefit over
three lakh people living in four villa-
ges and 13 unauthorised colonbes.
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1.8k cr projects for
a cleaner Yamuna

D

JB has okayed several
projects, collectively wo-

rth Rs 1,855 crore, in a bid to
clean up the Yamuna. They
include laying 185.5km of se-
wer lines and upgrading six
sewage treatment plants.P5

Projects Worth 31.8kcr For Cleaner River

DJB To Lay 185.5km Of Sewer Lines, Upgrade STPs, Develop 299 Waterbodies And 9 Lakes

WHAT'S IN PIPELINE

he' iall:l
In 172 unauthorised colonies
and four villages

3 |akh people to benefit

8.3 MGD of treated water
to reach the Yamuna

L0 in situ sewage treatment
to start

299 waterbodies

5.5kim of sewer lines to Six STPs to be upgraded

[ ]

Marela | A———
Rohini @ Pillar
filothig -

: o | o
Pappan Kalan __“Kondli

| 9 lakes to be developed

The officials said arcund 8.25 mil-
liom gallons of sewage would be car-
ried to treatment plants on this net-
work of sewer lines and treated wa-
ter will be released into the river.
According to Delhi government,

Rs 1,367.5 crore has been allocated
for recyeling and reusing water and
upgrading six sewer eatment
plants across Delhi. These plants,
said officials, are located at Kondli,
Coronation Pillar, Rohini, Pappan

Kalan, Narela and Nilothi.

“The total capacity of these STPs
at present 1s 160 million gallons per
day. Thiswill increase to 206 MGD af-
ter the upgrade. Apartfrom this, mo-
dern technology will be adopted to
polish the recycled water,” the go-
vernment said in a statement. “The
treated water from the sewage treat
ment plants will be released into the
existing lakes spread over 11 acres
on the STP premises,”

The officials aaid efforts were be-
g made to make the entire process of
treating sewage water cost-effective, th
me-saving and ervironment-friendly

After the meeting., Sisodia said
Delhi Gover nment was in the process
of making the capital a “city of la-
kes", He said 208 waterbodies and ni-
ne lakes were being developed by
IR, “This will improve the biodiver-
sity of the capital and augment the
groundwater level in the surroun
dingarea. The helpof expertsis being
taken to develop the lakes and reser-
voirsof Delhi.” the deputy CM sald.

GOVT STATEMENT SAYS
The total capacity of these

The officials said a connecting li-
ne will also be laid to carry water
from Okhla STFP to the Yamuna ri-
ver Smalllakes will be developed ne-
ar the Okhla STP to recharge the
groundwater. “The ohjective of the
state government is to clean the Ya-
muna on a priority basis. The go-
vernment has set a target to clean
the river completely in three vears,
that is, by February 20235, Under this
scheme, it plans to connect 100% of
the houses in Delhi to a sewer line,”
sabd Sisodia.
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