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Irrigation

IN 2014, TELANGANA'S IRRIGATION SECTOR WAS IN A DISMAL STATE. AFTER 2014,
THE TOTAL EXPENDITURE ON IRRIGATION SAW AN INCREASE OF RS 1,52,000 CRORE.
CHIEF MINISTER K CHANDRASHEKHAR RAO STRATEGISED THE SPEEDY COMPLETION OF
ONGOING PROJECTS, AS WELL AS THE RADICAL MODERNISATION OF OLDER PROJECTS.
A MULTI-PRONGED APPROACH TO SCALE UP THE IRRIGATION COVERAGE WAS
ADOPTED, BESIDES REDESIGNING AND RE-ENGINEERING OF IRRIGATION PROJECTS.

© Kaleshwaram project PALAMURU-RANGAREDDY LIFT IRRIGATION SCHEME

Kaleshwaram comprises 3 barrages

4 i Godavari River, 20
multi-purpose Lift across Godavari River, Erisages Iifting water

3 i mega volume water lifts, 21 by
MHoHEonBone mar e, purﬁp houses, 18 reservoirs, in five stages through Sita Rama Lift
world’s largest lift irrigation 4 ! pumping from the FREE
- 3 and a network of tunnels, g Irrigation Scheme
project has been designed pipelines, and canals of foreshore of Srisailam (SRLIS) aims at divertini
to lift the allocated Godavari nearly 1,832 km in length Reservoir near Yellur God P ter b &
River watcrs fiom o i s e S village in Nagarkurnool iodavari river water to
¥ © The project was completed district, to create irrigation irrigate 6.74 lakh acres
elevation of 90 metres to 618 in a record time of potential in upland in three districts of
metres, reaching some of 36 months areas of Nagarkurnool,
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‘Indian projects fully compliant
with Indus Water Treaty’

118th meeting of Permanent Indus Commission held

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: India has under-
scored that its projects are fully
compliant with the provisions
of the Indus Water Treaty and
it is committed to bilateral res-
olution of issues and sugges-
tions given by Pakistan during a
meeting of the Permanent Indus
Commission, sources said,

The discussion was held
during PIC’s 118th meeting,
comprising Indus Commis-
sioners of India and Pakistan,
that concluded on Tuesday here.

India has also said it is
already providing information
of extraordinary discharges of
water from reservoirs and flood
flows after Pakistan requested
New Delhi to provide advance
flood information during the
forthcoming flood season, they
said.

India further assured that
the same will be continued in
the manner provided in the
Treaty, they said.

No discussions were held on
Pakistan’s objections on design
of Indian hydroelectric projects
on Western rivers, sources said.

India assured that Indian
projects are fully compliant with

the provisions of the Treaty and
it is committed to bilateral reso-
lution of issues, and suggestions
given by Pakistan during 117th
meeting will be examined and
discussed in the next meeting,
sources said.

Both sides also decided that
tours of the Commission to
both sides of Indus basin shall
be held after the end of the flood
season at mutually convenient
dates, sources said.

Both the Commissioners
also reaffirmed their resolve to
continue frequent interaction
and resolve issues through bilat-
eral discussions under the Indus
Water Treaty, they said.

The Indian delegation at
the talks was led by AK Pal,
Indian Commissioner for Indus
Waters, and the visiting Paki-

REPRESENTATLGNAL IMAGE
B

stan delegation was led by Syed
Muhammad Mehar Ali Shah,
Pakistan Commissioner for
Indus Waters.

Under the Indus Water
Treaty (IWT) signed between
India and Pakistan in 1960, all
the waters of the eastern riv-
ers -- Sutlej, Beas, and Ravi
-- amounting to around 33 mil-
lion acre feet (MAF) annually
is allocated to India for unre-
stricted use.

The waters of west-
ern rivers - Indus, Jhelum,
and Chenab - amounting to
around 135 MAF annually
have been assigned largely to
Pakistan, India is permitted to
construct the run of the river
plants on western rivers with
limited storage as per criteria
specified in the treaty.
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Flood situation improves
in Assam, two more dead

GUWAHATI: The flood situ-
ation in Assam improved on
Wednesday even though two
more persons died and nearly
1.02 lakh people remain affected
by the deluge across four dis-
tricts, an official bulletin said.

According to the daily
report of the Assam State Disas-
ter Management Authority
(ASDMA), one person each
died in Katigorh and Sonai of
Cachar district due to the flood.

The death toll due to the
flood and landslides this year
has now gone up to 38 across
Assam. The ASDMA said
1,01,926 people are still in dis-
tress due to the floods in Cachar,
Dima Hasao, Morigaon and
Nagaon districts.

Nagaon is the worst hit
with over 47,200 people suf-
fering, followed by Morigaon
with more than 40,700 people
and Cachar with nearly 14,000
people. Till Tuesday, almost 1.77
lakh people were affected by
the deluge across the four dis-
tricts in the state. At present,
171 villages are under water
and 6,892.42 hectares of crop
areas have been damaged across
Assam, the ASDMA said.

The authorities are running
12 relief camps and distribution

-

i

Soil erosion along the banks of Brahmaputra river at Silghat

PTIFILE

centres in four districts, where
2,560 people, including 578 chil-
dren, are currently staying, it
said. The administrations have
distributed 243.87 quintals of
rice, dal and salt, 50 quintals of
cattle feed and other relief items.

Massive erosion has been
witnessed in Barpeta, Biswa-
nath, Dhubri, Hojai, Sonitpur,

Tinsukia and Udalguri districts.

Embankments, roads,
bridges and other infrastructure
have been damaged by flood-
waters in Cachar, Karimganj
and Nagaon, the ASDMA said.

A total of 96,721 domestic
animals and poultry have been
affected by the deluge across
nine districts, it added.



THE GIST

W During partition, the line
dividing the twao Punjabs cut
right across the Indus canal
systems. Pakistan found
that all the five tributaries
af the Indus originated in
India and flowed through
Indian territory In the upper
reaches, This led to
hysterical cries in Pakistan
for taking up arms to
defend their rights over the
waters. Fortunately, an
arbiter came forward in the
garb of the Warld Bank.
—

W The Indus Waters Treaty
was based on the principle
that afwer a transitional
pericd of 10 years,
extendable to 13 at the
request of Pakistan, the
three eastern rivers, Rawi,
Beas and Sutlej, would be
exclusively allocated ta
Indlia, while the western
rivers, Indus, Jhelum and
Chenab, would be allocated
exclusively to Pakistan
except for certain limited
uses by India in the
UpStream areas.
———

W Howewver, other related
bilateral discussions and
grandiose schemes came to
practically nothing because
of Pakistan's insistence that
India should make
substantial concessions with
regard to Kashmir.
——

Contested waters: Pakistani children play on a boat in the Ravl river in Lahore, «are
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

How the Indus Treaty
was signed

Notes from the unpublished diary of Indias Acting High Commissioner in Karachi, Pakistan, during the
signing of the Indus Water Treaty in September 1960

M. PADMANABHAN

Amongst the more prominent of the problems
that bedevilled relations between India and
Pakistan was the Indus Waters dispute. This was a
legacy of the Partition. The line dividing the two
Punjabs cut right across the Indus canal systems
developed over a hundred years. Pakistan found
that the headwaters of the main canals were on
the Indian side of the border. All the five
tributaries of the Indus also originated in India
and flowed through Indian territory in the upper
reaches. Even before Partition, Sindh and Punjab
had witnessed wrangles over the sharing of the
waters of these rivers.

The situation worsened after the holocausr of
the Partition. There were hysterical cries in
Pakistan for taking up arms to defend their rights
over the waters. Fortunately, an arbiter came
forward in the garb of the World Bank that
eventually succeeded in thrashing out a
settlement. The main credit should go to Eugene
Black, the World Bank president.

Demarcating boundaries

While the negotiations about the sharing of the
canal waters were going on, officials from both
countries were grappling with the demarcation of
boundaries that had defied solution all those
vyears. These disputes had arisen over the
interpretation of the award of Radcliffe. Two
reams were sent out by India to tackle the thorny
problem [in 1959]. The discussions the Indians
held with their Pakistani counterparts were in a
spirit of frendship and cordiality hitherto
unheard of in Pakistan. To a large extent, this was
due to the fact that the leaders of the respective
teams were old friends and college mates from
pre-Partition Lahore. The leader on the Indian
side was Sardar Swaran Singh; General Khalid
Shaikh led the Pakistani team. Once these two
men established their rapport, they left the details
to their principal advisors: on the Indian side M.J.
Desai, and on the other side Sikander Ali Baig.
Omce it was established that the main purpose of
the exercise was o achieve maximum agreement
and that neither side was out to steal an unfair
advantage, it was easier to work out a solution. It
was found that neither India nor Pakistan had an
overwhelming case o be made on its stand on a
particular dispute. One side gracefully conceded
the other’s claim were valid, and that was that. In
this way the rwo negotiating reams were able to
settle a number of irritants in this field and pave
the way for‘a period of real détente between the
bwo countres.

However, some [issues] proved to be
intractable. One of these was the dispute
regarding the Rann of Kutch. As neither side gave
way, it was decided to leave it for further
negotiations through routine diplomatic channels.
Subsequently, Pakistan was to take the law into its
own hands and send a raiding force into the
territory only to be halted by Indian Army units.
‘The dispute was then put to international

arbitration, as a result of which India agreed to
give up a part of the disputed area to Pakistan.

Meanwhile, Ayub Khan had taken another bold
step. This was the decision to stop over at Palam
alrport in New Delhi [in Seprember, 1959] during
one of his periodic visits to Dacca, to meet the
Indian Prime Minister. He was no doubt prompted
to do so by Rajeshwar Dayal, the Indian High
Commissioner in Pakistan who had received prior
approval rom Delhi. The Pakistani President
deserves full credit for following it through with
good grace and aplomb. The Palam meeting, that
lasted for nearly two hours, went well, At the end,
a brief statement was issued in which the leaders
emphasised the need o conduct relations ina
rarional and planned manner. It was also agreed
thar outstanding issues should be settled in
accordance with justice and fair play, in a spirit of
friendliness and cooperation. Later, when
speaking to the Press, Ayub Khan stressed the
need for re-appraisals, for forgetting and
forgiving, and for a more realistic and rational
approach to settling disputes that had tarnished
relations between the two neighbour states, For a
few moments, the ice seemed to be broken.
Right-thirking people on both sides appeared to
heave a sigh of relief.

Nehru's visit to Pakistan

Soom it was clear that bigger things were in the
offing. The protracted negotiations about the
distribution of the canal waters were drawing to a
close. The agreement on the canal waters was the
biggest single achievement to date between the
two councries, and it was decided to have it signed
with due pomp and show. This provided an
approprizte opportunity for the Indian Prime
Minster te reciprocate Ayub Khan's stopover at
Palam and to demonstrate the friendly relations
that were developing between the two countries.
The historic visit of Pandit Nehru from September
19 1o Seprember 23, 1960, was o be his last visit to
Pakistan.

‘While the arrangements of the visit were under
discussion, Rajeshwar Dayal had to leave Pakistan.
The task of organising Panditji's visit fell on my
shoulders. Fortunately, 1 had very able colleagues
to help me.

Prime Minister Nehru’s visit commenced on a
rather low key. The welcome at Karachi was
formal and correct, but not enthusiastic. The
decorations along the route from the airport to
the presidential palace were minimal. By contrast,
a lot of the local populace had gathered along the
streets to have a glimpse of Panditji. But they did
not cheer him. It was evident that the military
authorities had ordained it that way.

The same evening was the signing of the Indus
‘Waters Treaty. This was done with due decorum
and solemnity. Nehru signed on behalf of India,
Ayub Khan on behalf of Pakistan, and William Iiff,
the vice-president of the World Bank, on behalf of
the Bank. The treaty was based on the principle
that after a transitional period of 10 years,
extendable to 13 at the request of Pakistan, the

three eastern rivers, Ravi, Beas and Sutlej, would
be exclusively allocated to India, while the
western rivers, Indus, Thelum and Chenab, would
be allocated exclusively to Pakistan except for
certain limited uses by India in the upstream
areas. During the transition period, Pakistan
would undertake a system of works, part of which
would replace from the western rivers such
irrigation uses in Pakistan as had hitherto been
met from the eastern rivers. While the system of
works was under construction, India would
continue to supply water from the eastern rivers
according to the agreed programme. The Indus
works programme was estimated to cost around
£1,070 million, of which $870 million was to be
spent in Pakistan. It was a colossal undertaking.

Once the signing ceremony was over everyone
breathed a sigh of relief. What had been an
insurmountable problem was out of the way.
Could one proceed to other itermns on the agenda?
“This was the nagging question that troubled the
advisers on either side. Panditji had brought a
ream of advisers that included Desai, the
Commonwealth Secretary, an able administrator,
and a tough negotiator. Ayub Khan had great
respect for his abilities.

However, the discussions that followed proved
o be desultory and unproductive. [t was clear
that neither side was prepared for any major
concessions. We talked primarily of rade
berween the two countries and for cooperation in
economic spheres, A number of ideas were
thrown out. Ayub Khan in a generous mood
offered to divert the waters of the Indus River to
the parched areas of Rajasthan by erecting a
barrage in the lower reaches of the river; also to
supply the Sui natural gas from Balochistan to the
Bombay area.

The Indian side in its turn agreed to consider
sympathetically the proposal enabling Pakistan to
run a through-train across India connecting
Lahore and Dacca. Even cooperation and
co-ordination in the military fields came under
discussion. India expressed concern about
Chinese activities on the northern border of
Kashmir and emphasised the concern they felt
about a possible threat to Pakistan also from
them.

Ayub Khan, without batting an eyelid, shook his
head gravely and promised to study the question
with his military advisors. Little did the Indian
side suspect that Pakistan would be handing over
to the Chinese sizeable chunks of the territory in
the northern part of Kashmir in return for China’s
support of Pakistan's claim for the annexation of
Jammu and Kashmir.

In fact, all our bilateral discussions and
prandiose schemes came to practically nothing
because of Pakistan's Insistence that India should
make substantial concessions with regard to
Kashmir. Thereby ended another chapier in the
unfulfilled agenda of cooperation between India
and Pakistan.

K.V, Padmanabhan was in the Indian Foreign
Service. Born in 1911, he passed away in 1992,
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Cauvery water reaches
coastal delta districts

ANTONY FERNANDO
[@ Mayiladuthurai/Nagapattinam

CAUVERY waters reached the
coastal delta districts of Mayi-
laduthurai and Nagapattinam
districts around 9.30 pm on Tues-
day, a week after it was released
from Mettur Dam.
The water entered
Mayiladuthurai dis-

few days and is currently around
2,000 cusecs.

A total of 3,305 cusecs of Cau-
very water was released from
the Grand Anaicut Dam (Kalla-
nai) on Wednesday. About 3,800
cusecs is being released into the
Vennaru, while water is yet to be
released in the Grand
Anaicut channel. A to-
tal of 2,521 cusecs is be-

Q

trict as its distributary,
the Vikraman, at k
Thiruvalangadu. 3:52["5:;'3#
fiom e Filosmen, TRE Dz,
regulator in ago. We will
Thiruvalangadu. release water in
V Shanmugam, ex- the irrigation
ecutive engineer from channels forence
PWD-WRO in Mayi- they reach the tail

laduthurai, said, “Our
special desilting of ir-
rigation channel ended
two days ago. We will
release water in the ir-
rigation channels for

end regulatorin
Melaiyur, which
we expectin aday

\ Shanmugam

ing released into the
Kollidam from the Up-
per Anaicut Dam (Muk-
kombu Melanai).

Farmers welcomed
the unprecedented ear-
ly release of water to
the delta districts. G
Gopiganesan, farmer-
leader from Cauvery
Delta Paasanatharar-
gal Sangam, said, “Wa-
ter should be released
from dams and regula-
tors without keeping
any turns.

field irrigation once they reach
the tail end regulator in Melaiy-
ur, which we expect in a day.”
According to PWD, around
10,000 cusecs is being released
from Mettur. The inflow into the
dam has decreased over the past

PWD and the rural develop-
ment department should com-
plete the pending channel desilt-
ing work.” On Wednesday, the
Vennaru water entered the Pan-
davaiyaru in Eraiyankudi vil-
lage of Nagapattinam district.
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Mullaiperiyardam
shutters opened

Theni: Minister for Cooperation |
Periyasamy released water from
Mallaiperiyar Dam on Wednesday
in the presence of District
Collector KV Muralidharan and
MLAs. A total of 300 cusec per
minute was released and it will be
continued for another 120 days.
Of this, 200 cusec of water would
be utilised for irrigation, and the
remaining 100 cusec would be
utilised for drinking purposes. ENS
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ComeRain
Or Shine

The Water Resources Projectsare
planned, funded, executed and
maintained by the state govern-
ments themselves, as per their
own resources and priority. In
order to supplement their effor-
ts, Gol providestechnical and fi-
nancial assistance to state gov-
ernmentstoencourage sustain-
able development and efficient
managementof water resources
through various schemes and
programmes such as the Accel-
erated Irrigation Benefits Prog-
ramme(AIBP)under the Pradh-
an Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yo-
jana (PMKSY), etc....

Tomitigate theadvance impact
of drought, state governments
are advised to initiate advance
remedial action, e.g., construct-
ing water harvesting structur-
es under the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act(MGNREGA)and
other such schemes, promoting
agronomic practicesfor moistu-
re conservation, promoting cul-
tivation of less water-consum-
ing crops and restoring irriga-
tion infrastructure by desilting
canals,energising tubewellsand
replacing/repairing faulty pum-
ps. Further;, the states are also
advised to carryout periodicas-
sessment of preparation for kh-
arif crops, particularly contin-
Eency crops.

States have been advised to
keepaside5-10% of fundsalloca-
ted under the Rashtriya Krishi
Vikas Yojana(RKVY)forunder-
taking appropriate interventio-
ns, if the situation so warrants,
tominimise the adverse impact
of an aberrant monsoon on the
agriculture sector. Gol imple-
ments centrallysponsored sche-
mes (CSS)/central sector (CS)
schemes such as the PMKSY.

From ‘Steps to Reduce Dependency
on Monsoon', ReliefWeb
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