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Battle over
the Cauvery

The cycle of protests, bandhs over sharing its
waters must make way for sensible dialogue

arnataka saw two bandhs over the Cauvery

waters last week. Tamil Nadu, the lower

riparian state, has also witnessed protests

ainst Karnataka for not releasing its due

share of water. The Supreme Court has also been
seized of the matter. The Cauvery tribunal award
proposed a formula for water sharing in 2018 though
it did not spell out what is to be done when rains fail.
Kamataka has released about a third of the water that
the Cauvery Water Regulation Committee set for
Tamil Nadu, citing lack of rainfall and low storage in
reservoirs. Tamil Nadu is worried that if Karnataka
refuses its share, the kuruvai (June-September) crop
in the Cauvery delta will be destroyed. Both states
have a case, but the fact is that the monsoon this year
in the Cauvery basin has been very poor: Interior
southern Karnataka, which is the Cauvery catchment
area, has reported a nearly 30 per cent deficit. The
affected parties in neither state seem ready to listen to
the other side’s pleas; and, politicians in both states
are more interested in potential political gains than in
resolving the dispute.

The fact is the Cauvery is a much-exploited river.
There isn't enough water in the river to feed all the
demands made ofit, be it by Tamil Nadu or Karnataka,
Tamils were early to develop the Cauvery delta, which
today yields three harvests, Karnataka was relatively
late in harnessing the river and its attempts to dam the
Cauvery have been opposed by Tamil Nadu. When the
monsoon is deficient, water becomes a concern and
the dispute eventually spills over to the streets.

The first step to amicably dealing with the dispute is
to accept that water is a finite resource and has to be
harvested intelligently. Both states have been making
unreasonable demands on the Cauvery. Karnataka,
for instance, now wants the river to feed Bengaluru
while allowing the numerous lakes and other water
sources in the city’s vicinity to be destroyed. Similarly,
Tamil Nadu has been callous in polluting the
Cauvery's tributaries such as the Noyyal and the
Bhavani. Both states may have to reconsider the
choice of crops and cropping patterns in the Cauvery
basin. Localised solutions will have to be considered
to meet the needs of urban centres. Farmers
associations have to be part of this conversation, The
annual farce of protests and bandhs has to make way
for dialogue and negotiation.
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Cauvery reservoirs getting
more inflows: Karnataka

Deputy Chief Minister says inflows have increased to 15000 cusecs a dav bringing relief. about

6.500 cusecs of water is additionally reaching TN. daily owing to rain in and around Bengaluru

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

arnataka Deputy
Chief  Minister
D.K. Shivakumar,
who also holds the Water
Resources portfolio, has
said that cumulative in-
flows into the reservoirs in
the Cauvery basin have in-
creased to 15,000 cusecs a
day bringing some sort of
relief to the State.
Speaking to pressper-
sons in Bengaluru on Sun-
day, Mr. Shivakumar said
though the State was not
releasing water to Tamil
Nadu through the Krishna-
raja Sagar reservoir, about
6,500 cusecs of water a
day was reaching that State
owing to rain in and

Members of a farmers’ association staging a protest in Tiruchi on

Sunday seeking release of Cauvery water for Tamil Nadu. ani

around Bengaluru. This
had showed that more rain
would strengthen Karnata-
ka's position with respect
to Cauvery water sharing,
he said, and asserted that

the State was ready for a le-
gal fight with respect to the
issue.

The State had filed an
appeal before the Cauvery
Water Management Auth-

ority seeking that it should
reconsider its direction to
Karnataka to release water
to Tamil Nadu. He pointed
out that such an appeal
had been filed after con-
sulting several retired judg-
es and senior advocates.

Meanwhile, former Un-
ion Minister and veteran
BJP leader S.M. Krishna ob-
served that the Centre
should put an end to the
row over the sharing of
Cauvery river water by
evolving a distress formula
in consultation with all the
four riparian States,

Speaking to pressper-
sons in Bengaluru, Mr.
Krishna said consultations
with all the riparian States
to evolve a distress formula
was the only way out.
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Why water politics
has come to a boil

The Cauvery watertussle isn't just a farm matter; it's also
the lifeblood of two cities steering their state economies. It
keeps flowing, stirring up water politics, with little signofa
trickle-down or a pipe dream solution. SHINE JACOB writes

of the water requirements for BL5 million

penpde in India=slloon Valley, Bengalum,
Om the other hand, abou 347 kilometres (km)
awany, Chennal, dubbed aathe Detrolr of Asiawith
A population of 12 million, also depends on it for
1520 per cent of s water requirements durlng
peak times, Hence, the battle for Cauvery water
is not omly sbout the agricultural sector but also
the lfeling of the two cities that drive the
econmmies of thedr respoctive states,

While palitical parties blame both sides
and treaties for the over a century-old dispate,
several expetts cite the mot cause of the concems
regarding Cauvery as its naturne of being a
monscon min-fed fver

According to the India Meteorological
Depanment, Cavery Basin districrs are experi-
encing # 32 per cent minfall deficit during the
current year, becoming a trigger for dispute this
e, even though the Suprerme Cowrt gave its
verdict on the jzsue in 2018,

Farmers from both states have taken 1o the
streets, secking 8 higher share of water, The
current controversy emerged after Karnataka
becme reluctant e adhere o previously sgreed-
upon water release quantities,

Thee majority of the citiesin Iraclis havea naar-
Ty water body, bur Bengaluru is forced to bring
wailer from the Cawery, which fowsthrough the
Mandyz district and its tribursny, the Kabind River,
I thee Mysuru diserfen, coverdng over 100 km,

State wuthoritics call the prooss Asin's bigaest
pumpéng exerclse to i water from T Halli o
Bangaluru, which is 3000 feet above sea level,

The Bangzlore Water Supply and Sewerage
Baoird has adready mised concermns eardier this
maonth that reservoirs feeding the city ane fast
depleting due 1o water redesses 1o Tamil Madw

Om the other hand, Chennai also heavily
depends on Veeranam Lake, 180 km sy in the
northermn district of Cudidalore, © meet is water
neads, Thesdruation here Beven maore alarming,
wilh water storage levels down o 531G million
cubike feet (el on September 24, around &1 per
cant down oompared 10 L3GZE mel on the same
day kast year. More Impontantdy, data ehaved by
wiler suthoities showes that thee storge ke now
Is only 36 per cent of the toml capacity.

While the pwo metros are struggling, farmer
WS e more alarming.

“sround 2 milllon acres of farmland in the
Cauvery Delta region are dependent on Cewrvery
watet for agricnimres Our land s dry now, with
Kamitaka mot melessing enough witer. Like
Eamataka, we also have equal rghts to the
Cauwery River,” sakl T Jaynsaman, an e
mental activist from the Canvery Delta region.

As asign thit the majerity of fanmersare hes-
Itant to cultivate, reports suggest that the area
under cultivirion Inthe Causery Delra s Samiba
seasofn his comedown by 45 per cent, Jayacman
adids that Tamil Madu's food dependence on the
Dielta tegion is around 40 per cent, making it
more wital for the stare.

T irvirreescliante: pesson for the curment prolests

THE RISING TIDE

Ttw Cagvery River supplies 70-80 per cent

BLIP workiirs stige i protest against the release
of Cayvery River water, in Bengaluma — rvom om
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om both sides ks thar Tamll Nadu demanded the
rebease of 10000 cubic feet per second (Cusecs)
of water mver 15 days.

The Cavwery Water Management Authoricy
{Cwhia) directed Karmataka to release 5,000
cusecs, After much deliberation, CWhAA direced
Karnataka to release 3000 cusecs of water to
Tl Mischa ceaiby uniil Oonobier 15 and aleo reject-
o Temil Madu's plea to supply backlog water.

In addirlon 1o agdouliune, around 17 ol
peaplo, or 20 per cent (including Chennai) of its
population spread aceoss 19 districrs, depend on
Canvery for around 17 thousand million cubic
feet {tmcf) of water every year.

The Eamataka story of wader supgly is not
only Bengalum-specific: the river quenches the
thirst of Mysur, Mamdss, amd 48 other Lowns
and e villages in Karnatake,

“Even the 3,000 cusecs are nor yer given,
Undess they give it 40 per cent of Tamil Madu’s
agriculmre will be finkshed,” added Jayaraman.

According to Karmataka farmers, they can
grow only one paddy crop avear, while their Tamil
Mo counterparts car grow (e &y,

THspute swells

The two agresments berween the erscihille
Madras Presidency and the Princoly State of
Myzore arve the primarny cogse of the controversy.

Acconding to the deal in 1924, 10 comstric
dams or storage facilitdes In the reglon, Mysore
haned o gt permission from Madms, while the
share was 75:23:2 between Tamil Madu, Mysore,
and the erstwhike Travancore (now Eesalal,

After Independence, the formation of Eerala
and Puducherry further complicated the Baoe
Though a Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal was
SET P in RER, I Toad; 17 vears o come wpowith &
verdict in 2007 The verdict allotted 419 tmel of
water to Tamill Madu, 270 mnef to Kamataks, 30
el 1o Kerala, and 7 tmef 1o Puducherry, In 2068,
the apex court reduced the annual share of water
rethesennd in BKarmatila from 192 tmcf 1o 17725 tmci

“The malor contribation of water
o Zausery B8 from Kemataka and
Kermala, whereas its cconomic bene
fits mainly go o Tamil Nadu
bescanse ol age-obd desls, The devel-
opment of gl culmre was stalled In
the upper staleé as they wem not
allwed 1o bulld reservoirs and
dams,” § Rag Rao, Kamataka's for-
mer secretary ofthe minor irgation
departrient and an irdzarion expest,
told Brsiness Standand.

“The problem  with Tamil
Nadu is that it doesn't have enough
water stosage facilites 1o hold the
wanter dhiring the maonsoon ssason,
Hence, all the water is going to waste,” Rao added.

Rao'’s argrument has some validity too, bs the
stare reportadly pot 3.5 times more water Trom
Karnataka during the previous water year.
Between June 2022 and May 2023, it received
GaTa7 trel of water, againss the kegal mandane
of 177 tmcd, Experts like Bao argue that Tamil
Madu showld construct more reservolrs 1o
preserve the additonal water coming in such
aond years. Well, Bengalur is not far behind In
wirsting lts water, Avcording to Febroany data,
around 3% per cent of the daily water supply to
e ciny is wasnend che 1 Transmission losses.

Plumbing the depths

On one kand, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister (CM) M
K Stalin s seeking Centre's intervention for the
release of water. On the other hand, Karmataka
CM Siddaramalah has already approached
CWAMA stating that the water cannot be released,
and haos alao sought permbssion o bulld o tal-
ancing reservoir across the Cauvery River al
Mizkedam near Kanakapura,

Hengalur has seen two Bandhs in the pas
week, with the protesters alleging that the
Congress government i5 releasing water 1o s
MDA alliance alty Stalin, saainst the wishes of
the people In the state, The Kamaraka Bharativa
Janate Purty (BIF) unit is also echodng this,

“Sldderamaiah Is trying to divide the
nation, along with the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DME) in Tamil Madu. The CWHA
T complete control of all the dioms. 16 the state
is not releasing water, it will be in contemgpt of
COUrT, Your have to share what you have, The
DMK is also fooling the public of Tamil Nadu
by not condemning the Congress.” sald
Narayanan Thirapathy, spokesperson for the
RLIP In Tamil Nadu.

Om Friday, Earnataks Rakshana Vedike
{popularly known as KaRave), a pro-Kannads
argatisaion, condiered o mock luneral pro-
cession, symbolically targeting ruling
Congress Members of Legislative Assembly
amd Stalin. On the other side of the border.
farmers too are raising the pirch, with some
going on strike and even showengsing protests
like holding dead rats in thedr mouths.

Amid the palitical slugfest, farmers and
citles dependent on Cauverywater are keeping
Their fimgens crossed,

deal, allowing Mysone to bulld | & tribunal to be st up toTamil Nadu, 270 tmc to
1892: Cauvery dispute kicks the Krishna RajaSagaradam. | june1990: The CauveryWater | Harnataka, 30tmcfto Kerala,
offafter Madras Presidancy This agreement remains valid | Disputes Tribaunal (DT, led and Ttmclto Puducherry
oppases the Princely State of for 50 years until 1975 | bylustice Chittatosh Mookerjee, | 2018: SC declares Cauverya
Mysore's plan o bulid irigation | 1975 The 1926 water-sharing | Isformed national assat, uphotds OWET'S
systems, Glingconcems itmight | agreementlapses | February 2007: (WD issues water-sharingamangaments, in
affectthe flow ofwater 1986: Tamil Madu seeks the | finalverdict, allocating 59 June 201, the Cauvery Water
1924 Macdras and Mysore reacha | Centre'sinterventionandashsfor | thousand million cubilc feet{ime) | Management Scheme constituted
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APPEAL TO CAUVERY PANEL TO REVIEW ORDER

Recent Rains Enough
for TN: Shivakumar

6,500 cusecs of

uncontrolled water
has flowed through
rain, seepageto TN

Qur Political Bureau

Bengaluru: Deputy CM DK Shiva-
kumar on Sunday said the recent ra-
ins in and around Bengaluru have
increased the outflow of the Cauve-
ry water to Tamil Nadu and there
would be no need to release much
water from the reservoirs to the ne-
ighbouring state.

“Although no water has been relea-
sed to Tamil Nadu through the KRS
dam, 6,500 cusecs of uncontrolled
water has flowed through rain and
seepage in Bengaluru and its surro-
undingareas,” he said. Shivakumar,
who also holds the water resources
portfolio, added that the govern-
ment has appealed fo the Cauvery
Water Management Authority
(CWMA)toreviewitsdirective of re-
leasing 3,000 cusecs of water to Ta-
mil Nadu.

The deputy CM's statement comes
at a time when farmer and pro-Kan-
nada organisations are ramping up
protests against releasing Cauvery
water to Tamil Nadu while Karnata-
kaisundergoing a water crisis.

Farmer leader Kurubur Shantha-
kumar announced on Sunday that
his Karnataka Water Conservation
Committee would hold a silent sit-in
in Bengaluru on Gandhi Jayanti to
urge the government to start the
construction of the disputed Meke-

datu balancing reservoir to ensure
enough water for the state.

The farmer organisations would
hold protests in Bengaluru every
day from Monday till chief minister
Siddaramaiahconvenesaspecialas-
sembly session to overturn the
CWMA's orders, Shanthakumar
told ET. “We discussed this with the
CM in our meeting on Friday,” he sa-
id, adding, the CM had said he would
provide an answer the next day, but
there has been no announcement
yet.

“We ask the government to call a
special assembly session and get the

PROTESTS CONTINUE
Farmerand
pro-Kannada
bodies contin-
uetoramp up protests
against releasing Cauv-
ery water to Tamil Nadu

Supreme Court to form a new unbi-
ased body to deal with the Cauvery
dispute,” he said. The Mekedatu wo-
uld resolve most of southern Karna-
taka’s drinking water issues, he ad-
ded.

Farmer and pro-Kannada organi-
sations had called for two bandhs
last week, disrupting life in Benga-
luru and south Karnataka. Forty-fo-
ur flights to and from Bengaluru we-
recancelled on Friday, and mosttech
companies had toask their emplove-
es to work from home on both the da-
vs. Malls, schools and universities
alsoremained shut.
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