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Telangana Today- 02- September-2021

Telangana secks
equal share in
Krishna waters

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Telangana pitched strongly
for allocation of equal share
in River Krishna waters for
the State and Andhra
Pradesh duting the Krishna
River Management Board
meeting held at Jalasoudha
here on Wednesday.

The meeting, however,
ended abruptly when
Telangana Irrigation De-
partment officials ex-
pressed their dissatisfaction
and walked out after KRMB
Chairman MP Singh asked
Telangana to stop hydel
power generation at the Sri-
sailam project in favour of
Andhra Pradesh, The 14th
meeting of KRMB chaired
by MP Singh lasted over
five hours where the Irriga-
tion Department officials
from Telangana and AP
presented their arguments.

(REPORT PAGE 5)
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TS officials express dissatisfaction over KRMB Chairman’s remarks

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

During a meeting held at
Jalasoudha, KRMB Chair-
man MP Singh Singh stated
that power generation from
Srisailam project should be
in line with the needs of Na-
garjuna Sagar and Krishna
Delta. He wanted the Telan-
gana government to stop
power generation at Sri-
sailam project, stating that
power should be generated
only when it was required
for operating the lift schemes
of the project.

The Telangana officials
expressed  dissatisfaction
over the remarks made by
the KRMB Chairman and as-
serted that the State would

not stop power generation
which was required for oper-
ating lift irrigation schemes.
Protesting against the chair-
man’s remarks, the officials
staged a walk-out.

Earlier, Special Chief Sec-
retary for Irrigation Rajat
Kumar from Telangana
pointed out that share in
river waters was one of the
major issues that led to the
Statehood movement and
the subsequent formation of
Telangana State and that Kr-
ishna was the main water
source for Hyderabad’s pop-
ulation, He argued that water
were distributed between
Andhra Pradesh and Telan-
gana in the ratio of 512 TMC
and 299 TMC respectively,
on a temporary basis which

was only applicable for the
year 2015-16,

Further, Rajat Kumar ex-
plained that water consump-
tion had increased after com-
pletion of Srisailam Left
Bank Canal, Kalwakurthy,
Nettempadu and Bheema
projects. Accordingly, the
State has been repeatedly ap-
pealing to the Board for allo-
cation of river waters in 50:50
ratio until the final verdict of
Krishna Water Disputes Tri-
bunal is delivered. He
pointed out that Telangana
has been making the demand
since 2018, but there was lit-
tle progress. He made it clear
that continuing with the tem-
potary atrangement was un-
acceptable to Telangana and
demanded that the Board

take a decision in this regard
immediately.

Rajat Kumar said hydel
power generation was
needed to meet the water
needs of Telangana, He reit-
erated that the Palamuru-
Rangareddy Lift Trrigation
Scheme was not a new proj-
ect and was initiated during
the then erstwhile AP gov-
ernment before State forma-
tion. He also argued that the
AP government was con-
structing projects illegally on
the river and opposed divert-
ing Krishna water outside
the basin, He stated that
though Telangana had been
demanding installation of
telemetry system on Krishna
River for many years now,
there was no response.

‘Ready to hand over management to Centre’

HYDERABAD: Special
Chief Secretary for Irriga-
tion, Rajat Kumar, said the
State government has no
objection to handing over
the projects, provided the
Centre as well as both the
States agree for the same.
The joint meeting of the
KRMB and GRMB Boards
agreed upon allowing con-
trol over minor irrigation
projects to the States and
also decided to constitute
a sub-committee to con-
duct a field visit of all irri-
gation projects. Rajat
Kumar said there were no

major disagreements with
regards to the allocations
and irrigation projects on
Godavari River. He stated
that of the 10 disputed
projects on Godavari,
seven issues were ad-
dressed. Telangana has
submitted DPRs on
Sitarama LI, Kanthanapally
shifted to Thupakulagu-
dem and other projects.
The government urged
the Centre to approve
three ongoing projects for
which it had already issued
environmental clearances.
However, the KRMB had

failed to ensure that Telan-
gana’'s just demands were
not addressed. The State
government found fault
with the decision of the
Board to maintain status
quo with regard to en-
hancement of Krishna
River water allocations for
the current year as well.

“The Boards must take
decisions in accordance
with the changing needs
of people. As the KRMB
did not agree to our re-
quests, we respectfully
walked out of the meeting
earlier,” he said.
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TS boycotts KRMB meet
over hydel power issue

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 1

The meeting held by the
Krishna River Manage-
ment Board (KRMEB) here
on Wednesday to resolve
Krishna water sharing
dispute between Telan-
gana state and Andhra
Pradesh ended abruptly
after TS irrigation offi-
cials walked out of the
meeting on being asked to
stop hydel power genera-
tion,

TS officials also expre-
ssed anger at the KRMB
not responding positively
to their demand to share

Krishna water in the
ratio of 50:50 between AP
and Telangana from this
year. AP demanded a
T0:30 share.

TS irrigation special
chief secretary Rajat
Kumar and his AP coun-
terpart J. Syamala Rao,
put forth their arguments
before the board chair-
man M.P. Singh, stated
that there was no gues-
tion of compromising on
their demands.

The arguments reached
flashpoint when the issue
of hydel power genera-
tion came up for discus-
sion. AP officials argued

that it should be allowed
to take up only after meet-
ing irrigation and drink-
ing water needs. They
said the board should
direct the TS government
to stop hydel power gen-
eration immediately.

TS, however, insisted
the Srisailam project was
meant for hydel genera-
tion, and said due to its
geographical conditions,
the state had to depend on
cheaper hyvdel power to
cut its expenditure over
costlier thermal power.,

M Page 3: TS claims equal
share on Krishna water

Deccan Chronicle- 02- September-2021

Give equal share of
Krishna water: TS

From Page 1

At this point, the KRMRB
chairman asked Telan-
gana to take up hydel
power generation Keep-
ing in view the irriga-
tion and drinking water
needs of AP This ang-
ered TS officials who wa-
lked out of the meeting.

Speaking to the media
outside Jalasoudha
building where the meet-
ing was held, Rajat
Kumar said, "“AP and
Telangana have been
sharing water in the
ratio of 66:34. The proj-
ects undertaken by
Telangana on Krishna
such as Bhima,
Nettempadu,
Kalwakurthy, etc have
now been completed.
The 34 per cent water

share is insufficient. We
need 50 per cent share
from this vear”™

Syvamala Rao argued
that the board did not
have the authority to
look into water alloca-
tions done by the
Krishna Water Dispute
Tribunal (KWDT)-1
when the matter was
sub-judice before KWDT-
I1.

The TS officials later
returned to the joint
meeting of the KRMB
and the GREMB. The
meeting discussed the
measures to be taken to
implement the gazette
issued by the Centre
bringing all irrigation
projects on Krishna and
Godavari  under the
jurisdiction of the
KEMB and the GRME.



N. RAHUL
HYDERABAD

Telangana on Wednesday
staged a walkout from the
meeting of the Krishna River
Management Board (KRMB)
after it refused to concede
the State government’s plea
to be allowed to generate
power at the Srisailam hydel
station.

During the heated argu-
ments at the meeting presid-
ed by M.P. Singh, Special
Chief Secretary of Trrigation
of Telangana Rajat Kumar
said the State generated pow-
er at Srisailam only to evac-
uate water from the reser-
voir to meet its irrigation and
drinking water requirements
from Nagarjunasagar down-
stream.

The water was anyway
getting stored at Nagarjuna-
sagar and also meeting the
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Telangana walks out of KRMB meeting

Board turns down State’s plea for
power generation at Srisailam

needs of the Krishna delta
system.

He said there was no other
way for Telangana but step
up power generation to meet
its large requirement for its
lift irrigation schemes. Telan-
gana was largely dependent
on its lift irrigation because
geographically it was on a
higher plateau and the rivers
flowed at a lower level.

Mr. Kumar questioned the
rationale of the board in
stopping Telangana from
generation at Srisailam.

The board decided to re-
tain water sharing between
Andhra Pradesh and Telan-
gana in the ratio of 66:34. It
also did not concede the re-
quest of Telangana that the
unutilised share of the State
in its water allocation for a
year be carried forward to
next year. The State did not

Telangana Special Chief Secretary Rajat Kumar arriving for the
KRMB meeting in Hyderabad on Wednesday. =naGara GoraL

use 45 tmc ft in 2020-21 and
50 tmc ft in 2019-20.
Another request of Telan-
gana that did not find favour
with the board was the sur-
plus water, over and above
811 tmc ft, which was the al-
location for the combined
State, be accounted. Telan-
gana insisted on accounting
the surplus water as Andhra
Pradesh was diverting a huge
quantum during flooding
from the Pothireddypadu

head regulator.

Andhra Pradesh and Te-
langana shared 811 tmc ft in
the ratio of 512:299 tmc ft.
Telangana argued that the
agreement was temporarily
fixed for 2015-16. But, the
board was not convinced.

Mr. Kumar argued that Te-
langana wanted the ratio re-
vised to 50:50 till an award
was delivered by the Krishna
Water Disputes Tribunal - II.
This was because the State’s

requirement increased con-
siderably after the comple-
tion of Kalwakurthi, Nettem-
padu and Bheema
lift-irrigation projects. They
served the entire ayacut of
these projects.

The demand for water
sharing in the ratio of 70:30
mooted by A.P. was turned
down by Telangana.

Telangana was also repre-
sented by its Engineer-in-
Chief of irrigation C. Mura-
lidhar and Chief Engineer of
Inter-State  River  Water
(ISRW) division Mohan Ku-
mar. Andhra Pradesh’s Prin-
cipal Irrigation Secretary
Shamal Rao, ENC Narayan
Reddy and ISRW Chief Engi-
neer Srinivas Reddy were
present. Later, the two sides
attended the joint meeting of
Krishna and Godavari river
management boards on the
recent gazette notification of
the Centre on the scope of
the boards.
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Rain fury toll increases to 680

About 1.5 mn people
in Assam, Bihar,
Jkhand and UP have
been affected due to
the floods in the last
2 days: MHA report

Chetan Chauhan
and Neeraj Santoshi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/DEHRADUN: At least
13 people were killed in rain-re-
lated incidents in the past 24
hours as heavy downpour con-
tinued to pound various parts of
the country, data released by the
Union home ministry said on
Wednesday.

More than 680 people have
died since June 1, when the mon-
soon officially arrived in the
country, it added.

While large-scale flooding dis-
placed thousands of people in
Assam, Bihar and some parts of
West Bengal, landslides trig-
gered by heavy rain continued to
wreak havoc in parts of Uttara-
khand and Himachal Pradesh.

The ministry’s report on the
flood situation said that 22 dis-
tricts of Assam, 36 of Bihar, 12 of
Uttar Pradesh and two each of
West Bengal and Jharkhand
were affected due to rise in water
level in several rivers. About 1.5
million people in these states
have been affected due to the
floods in the past 48 hours alone,
the report added.

Data released by the disaster
management departments of
Himachal Pradesh and Uttara-
khand said the two states
recorded more landslides this
year when compared to previous
years, even though rainfall has
been lower. Although rainfall in
Uttarakhand was deficient by
around 5% this year, the state
reported a 32% increase in land-
slides, as per data from the state
public works department. Over
135 people have been killed in
over 1,200 incidents such as
landslides and boulder falls, or
were washed away in swollen
rivers this year.

Himachal, which reported 44%
deficit in August, reported a 60%
increase in landslides this year,
according to the state disaster
management authority. About 150
deaths were reported from the
state so far this rainy season.

Assam is witnessing floods
despite less than normal rainfall,
“For the month of August, the
state received 296.3 mm rainfall
against the normal of 347.1 mm,”
Sumit Das, senior scientist at
Guwahati-based regional mete-
orological office, said.

Till August-end, Bihar
received 801.9 mm of rain as
compared to the normal of 1,027
mum, even as 32 of the total 40
districts remained flooded, dis-
placing over a million people.

While half of Odisha is witness-
ing drought-like conditions, the

i

two neighbouring states of West
Bengal and Jharkhand recorded
flooding in some districts. Both
the states have received up to 8%
excess rain, which is considered
normal. Burdwan district in Ben-
gal received around 40% more
rain above normal. Last week,
Cooch Behar received 136% excess
rain while North Dinajpur
received 98% excess rain, In
Jharkhand, Ranchi and its neigh-
bouring districts received 20%
excess rainfall this monsoon.
Around 75 people have died so far
this monsoon season in rain-re-
lated incidents in Bengal.
Maharashtra, which has seen
very high rainfall in the past two
months, witnessed excess rain-

(Top) People travel in a boat through a floode:
(Above) The roof of a house collapsed due to a landslide after heavy rainfall in Thane.

s

fall in 16 districts, including
Mumbai and Nashik. The rain-
fall is up to 371% higher than
normal for this period, accord-
ing to IMD's local weather office.

Extremely heavy rainfall in the
last two months which led to
high-intensity floods and land-
slides resulted in the deaths of
nearly 300 people and displaced
over 450,000 people across the
state, officials familiar with the
matter said. While the western
and some parts of northeastern
Madhya Pradesh received heavy
rainfall in the past twodays, there
has been no flood-like situation in
the state, officials said. The state
has recorded 720.8 mm rainfall
50 far while it received 254 mm

d field in Assam’s Morigaon district on Wednesday.

REUTERS/ANI

rainfall in August alone, officials
said, adding that there has been
an overall rainfall deficiency of
7% this year.

With the IMD predicting
above-normal rainfall in Sep-
tember, the current rain defi-
ciency of 9% over the country is
likely to decrease and hence, the
overall monsoon rain (June I to
September 30) is likely to be in
the “lower end of normal cate-
gory”. Despite having more dry
days than previous years,
extreme rainfall in the month of
August increased this year in
some states, the IMD said.

With inputs from other state
bureaus



milln R P626408Y S¥hiBEI021

IMD: Above normal
rainfall in Sept likely

‘Country received 24% less rainfall than normal in Aug’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The country
received 24 per cent less than
normal rainfall in August, a
vast deviation from the IMD’s
predictions for the month,
but latest forecasts say it is
expected to be above normal
in September.

Above normal rainfall to
normal rainfall is likely over
many parts of central India
in September, India Meteo-
rological Department (IMD)
Director General Mrutunjay
Mohapatra said Wednesday.

The IMD also “updated” the
overall rainfall forecast for the
season and it is now likely to be
around the lower end of nor-
mal rainfall, he added.

This is for the third time
that the monsoon forecast has
been revised by the IMD. On
April 16, the First Long Range
Forecast for Southwest Mon-
soon said rainfall is expected
to be 98 per cent of the Long
Period Average (LPA) with an
error of 5 per cent. The LPA
of the season’s rainfall over
the country as a whole for the
period 1961-2010 is 88 cm.

The IMD raised it to 101
per cent of the Long Period
Average (LPA) with a model
error of plus or minus 4 per
cent in its Second Long Range
Forecast on June 1.

“Monthly rainfall over the
country as a whole during
September is most likely to be
above normal (over 110 per
cent of the Long Period Aver-
age),” the IMD said.

Mohapatra said normal to
below rainfall is expected over
north and northeast India, and
southern parts of south India.

The monsoon deficit now
stands at nine per cent and this
is expected to come down due
to good rainfall during Septem-
ber, Mohapatra said.

July had recorded seven

A woman walks on 0 makeshift bomboo bridge as she crosses a flood

affected area in Morigaon district on Wednesday

PIC/PTI

per cent less rainfall, while
June had recorded 10 per cent
more, according to the meteo-
rological department.

The country received 24 per
cent less than normal rainfall
in August. Of the four mete-
orological divisions of the
IMD, the central India divi-
sion received 39 per cent less.
The division consists of a large
swathe of area from Maha-
rashtra, Gujarat, Goa, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and
Odisha.

The deficiency in the north-
west India division that com-
prises northern Indian states
was 30 per cent.

The deficiency was 10 per
cent in the south peninsula
whereas the east and north-
cast division received 2 per cent
more rainfall than the normal.

The IMD had predicted
that the rainfall activity was
expected to be normal during
August.

When asked about the rea-
sons behind the forecast going
off-the mark, Mohapatra said
negative Indian Ocean Dipole
conditions which are unfavour-
able for Indian monsoon pre-
vailed during the month.

Mostly August rainfall defi-
ciencies are associated with El
Nino/negative 10D events. It

was observed in nine out of 15
years since 1965, he said.

But a negative 10D condi-
tion is not the only factor that
affects the monsoon, he noted.
El Nino is associated with the
heating of the Pacific waters
while a negative 10D is linked
to the heating of the Indian
Ocean waters.

Also, there was an absence
of monsoon depression. Nor-
mally two monsoon depres-
sions form in the month of
August, Mohapatra said.

He added that only two low
pressure areas were formed as
against four (August 16-18 and
August 28-30.)

Mohapatra said the latest
global model forecasts indicate
that prevailing ENSO (El Nino)
conditions are likely to con-
tinue over the equatorial Pacific
Ocean, and the negative Indian
Ocean Dipole conditions over
the Indian Ocean region dur-

ing September.
However, sea surface
temperatures (SST) over

the central and east equato-
rial Pacific Ocean are show-
ing signs of cooling and there
is an increased possibility of
re-emergence of the La Nina
conditions at the end of the
monsoon season or thereafter,
the IMD chief said.
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‘DESPITE 2 DAYS OF HEAVY RAIN, NO BUSES STUCK IN WATER, WILL DO ALL TO PREVENT WATERLOGGING’

Record September day rains throw
life out of gear, Capital under water

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Record rain
in Delhi created mayhem on
Wednesday as many parts of
the city, including the Diplo-
matic Enclave in Chanakya-
puri, Connaught Place, ITO,
Janpath and Ring Road, were
flooded, throwing traffic out of
gear across the national capital.

According to India Meteo-
rological Department (IMD),
Delhi recorded 112.1 mm rain-
fall in 24 hours ending at 8.30
am on Wednesday, the highest
single-day precipitation in Sep-
tember in 19 years.

The capital had recorded
126.8 mm rainfall on Sep-
tember 13, 2002. The all-time
record is 172.6 mm rainfall on
September 16, 1963. The city
gauged 75.6 mm rainfall in just
three hours starting at 8.30 am
on Wednesday.

Commuters had a harrow-
ing time as the traffic crawled
on several key stretches due
to extensive waterlogging at
many places.

Some of the important
areas that saw major water-
logging included Diplomatic
Enclave of Chanakyapuri,
Lodhi Road, Connaught Place,
Minto Road underpass, Panch-
kuian road, Janpath, Akbar
Road, roads near India Gate,
Vasant Kunj, Ring Road, and
Rohtak Road.

People took to different
social media platforms and
uploaded videos of inundated

E. | 24

o
Wiirg
: g
e | X
y *

streets, colonies and markets.

In one such purported
video, some roads near the
American Embassy at Shanti
Path and in Connaught Place
were seen submerged in knee-
deep water. The situation was
similar in some other NDMC
VVIP areas near Samrat Hotel
and Lodhi Road.

No immediate reaction
from the New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) on several of

its areas getting inundated was
available.

In another video that went
viral on social media, rainwater
was seen pouring down from
a flyover in Mahipalpur on a
flooded road. And yet again,
the underpass at Minto Bridge
was flooded.

PWD officials said the
Minto Bridge water was cleared
in two hours.

According to a PWD offi-

cial, “Today was the case of
extreme weather condition.
Due to high intensity rains,
waterlogging occurred at a
number of locations in the city.
However, waterlogging com-
plaints were being addressed
without delay”

Significantly, the Delhi
government also issued a
statement on excessive water-
logging. It said, “Despite
heavy rainfall for two contin-

uous days, Delhi government’s
efforts have resulted in no inci-
dents like buses getting stuck in
waterlogged underpasses like
Minto Bridge. Apart from this,
there were many areas that did
not see any waterlogging. In
the future, our efforts will be
to ensure that no matter the
amount of rainfall, waterlog-
ging on streets is avoided and
the Delhi government will
do whatever is required for
this”

Serpentine queues of vehi-
cles were seen on key arte-
rial roads as traffic moved at
a snail’s pace due to waterlog-
ging in morning and evening
peak hours.

PWD and municipal offi-
cials said that 282 complaints
of waterlogging were received
till Wednesday evening. At
least 27 instances of tree fell-
ing were reported on Wednes-
day while only two cases of
portions of wall collapse were
reported, they said, adding that
a tree near the PM’s residence
was also uprooted.
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Telangana
walks out of
KRMB meet

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Hyderabad

EXPRESSING dissatisfac-
tion over the attitude of the
Board chairman, Telanga-
na’s Irrigation officials
staged a walkout from the
Krishna River Management
Board meeting here on
Wednesday. However, the of-
ficials did agree to share
Krishna river waters in the
66:34 (AP:Telangana) ratio
in the current water year.

“Though we wanted a
50:50 ratio between the
States, the Board chairman
said that it should be done
through the Tribunal. Thus,
we have decided to fight for
our share before the Tribu-
nal,” Telangana Irrigation
Special Chief Secretary Ra-
jat Kumar said.
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IRKED OVER RIVER BOARD HALT FIAT ON POWER GENERATION

TS stages walkout from KRMB meet

HaNs NEws SERVICE

Thursday and present are- by Andhra Pradesh. He ac-

RATIO 66:34

~ HYDERABAD  port detailing the stand of gy cused the board of failing to
the Telangana government stop water diversion by the The joint meeting of
UNHAPPY with the stand  in this regard. AP government and instal- KRMB and GRMB
taken by the KRMB object- KRMB Chairman MP lation of telemetries in Kr- resolved to allocate

ing to hydel power genera-
tion at Srisailam power
plant by Telangana, the
State irrigation officials
staged a walkout from the
river board meeting after
about five hours of deliber-
ations and arguments.

It has now been decided
that Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao would
meet the Union Jal Shakti
Minister, if possible, on

Singh reportedly asked the
TS officials to stop power
generation saying that it
would be allowed after
meeting the requirements
of the water in the basin.
TS Special Chief Secre-
tary (Irrigation) Rajat Ku-
mar took exception to this.
The officials explained to
the board that there were no
such conditions and rules
which stipulated that TS

Chairman of Krishna River Management Board MP Singh holding a
meeting with Telangana and Andhra Pradesh officials at Jala Souda in
Khairatabad in Hyderabad on Wednesday

Krishna. He also raised ob-
jection towards the ‘illegal’
projects being constructed

should stop hydel power
generation when the project
received inflows from river

ishna Basin.

The AP’s demand to give
priority to irrigation and
drinking water needs was
invalid as the Srisailam proj-
ect was constructed for hy-
del power generation exclu-
sively. The TS government
clarified thatithas no objec-
tion to power generation by
Andhra Pradesh at Sagar hy-
del unit.

Continued on Page 7

66:34 share of Krishna
water between Andhra
and Telangana this year
also and the demand for
50 per cent share of
water by Telangana State
was put on hold as the
board officials informed
Telangana the demand
would be resolved only
by the tribunal and not
the boards.




File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Hans- 02- September-2021

TS stages walkout from KRMB meet

Continued from P1

The officials pitched strongly for 50:50 ratio share of Krishna waters between
the two Telugu States. After the bifurcation of Andhra Pradesh, the then Union
government allocated 512 TMC of water to AP and 219 TMC to Telangana for the
year 2015-16 only. Now, all the projects under the Krishna basin were com-
pleted and the requirement of water has been increased manifold in Telangana.

Hence the water sharing should be in the ratio of 50:50 between the two
States, they argued. The Telangana government was also unhappy with the
KRMB decision of not stopping the lifting of water from the Pothireddypadu
Head Regulator. They said AP had already lifted 63.5 TMC of water without allo-
cations. The irrigation officials asked the KRMB to stop diversion of water from
Pothireddypadu and Handri Neeva respecting the Bachawat Tribunal Award.

As they felt that the KRMB was ignoring all their pleas and was ‘siding’ with
AP, they staged a walk-out.
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