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7o A Mumbai experienced Delhi received Vidarbha's rain
4 . thunderstorms and received some light showers : deficit has shrunk
Monm 346 mmof rain vesterday I//// to 3%, from 19%a
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The northern plains Parts of Tamil Nadu
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7~ experience rainfall normal yesterday
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BillntPunjab

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE |

NEWDELHI, AUGUST 4 R’
Less than a week after the
Lok Sabha passed a Bill that
seeks to streamline the adju-
dication of inter-state river-
water disputes, the Shiro-
mani Akali Dal (SAD), BIP's
oldest ally, today protested
against if, saying it will not
allow a drop of water to any
other state as Punjab had no
surplus water.

The SAD claimed the Bill
was against the interests of
the people of Punjab. Party
president Sukhbir Singh
Badal, after a hurriedly con-
vened meeting of the party
.core committee at his resi-
dence here, said the party
of Punjab by any means,
apprise the PM and Jal Shak-
ti Minister GS Shekhawat on

~ the gravity of the situation
and urge them not to press
the Bill in the Rajya Sabha in
its present form.
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Monsoon below
normal in state

Vijay MOHAN ,T( '5

Eepee - 167.7 vm

byt isis ; - ofraintill Sunda

Widespread rain in theregion.  agajnst the norma¥0f

over the past week notwith- 236 8 mm, according to

standing, monsoon continues  the India Meteorological

to remain significantly below Department

normal in most parts of : :

Haryana, with the state record-

ing adeficit of 29 per cent so far. the long-term average, Yamu-
The state has received 167.7  nanagar and Rewari recorded

mm of rain till Sunday 14 per cent and 17 per cent,

against the normal of 230.8 respectively, below long-term

mm, according to the India  average. Deviation of up to 20

Meteorological Department.  per cent from the average is
The shortfall is the highest considered normal.

among other states in the Panchkula and Rohtak dis-

region. Himachal Pradesh -tricts are the hardest hit, with

trails closely with a deficit of ~ the deficiency being 70 per
28 per cent. Punjab, which wit- cent and 62 per cent, respec-
nessed a positive period fora  tively, followed by Fatehbad,
few daysin July, againslipped ~ with 55 per cent and Panipat
into the red with a shortfallof ~ with 51 per cent.
7 per cent as of Sunday. In Kaithal, Jhajjar, Mahen-
Of the state’s 22 districts, dergarh, Mewat and Palwal,
only Sirsa has received above the shortfall is above 40 per
normal rain, with the surplus ~ cent, while in the remaining
being 21 per cent. While rain  districts the shortfall ranges
in Karnal and Kurukshetra from 20 per cent to 39 per
districtswas 11 per centand 4 cent. In Gurugram, the short-

per cent, respectively, above

fall was 29 per cent.
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TELLING NUMBERS o

The extent of groundwater
over-exploitation, state by state

GROUNDWATER resources are over-
exploited in 1,186 out of 6,881 “assess-
ment units” (blocks, talukas, water-
shedsetc)inthe country, the Jal Shakti
Ministry said in reply to a question in
Lok Sabha. Thiswas as assessed in 2017,
and translates to 17%, or one in every
six of these units. All these over-ex-
ploited assessment units are in 17
statesand Union Territories. Punjab has
ﬂtl'ngmextentofmemqahtaumat
79 per cent of its blocks, followed
Rajasthan, Dethi, Haryanaand Himachal

Pradesh, each at 50 per cent or more.
Tamil Nadu, which hasthe highest num-
ber of blocks (1,116 firkas), also has the
highestnumber of over-exploited units
at 462 firkas, or 40 per cent. In
Maharashtra, where the Marathwada
region is drought-hit, 3 per cent of the
talukas are over-exploited. In Uttar
Pradeshwith 830 units(820blocksand
10dities), 11 per cent are over-exploited.
Intheeight Northeastern states none of
the assessment units (districts and
blocks)is over-exploited.

STATES WITH HIGHEST GRUUNI]WATER DEPLEHDN 2017

Note: The units assessed are blocks in Haryana, Punjab and Rajasthan; Mandals in
Telangana; Districts/Valley in Himachal; Firkas in Tamil Nadi; Tehsils in NCT Delhi
Source: Jal Shakti Ministry
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70K affected in AP

AMARAVATT, AUGUST 4 T’
Heavy floods in the Godavari

has affected over 74,000 per-

sons in parts of East and West
Godavari districts of Andhra
Pradesh with around 18,000
persons shifted to relief
camps, officials said.

Another warning signal was
issued at Sir Arthur Cotton
Barrage at Dowaleswaram as
water flow in the river, which
has been in spate since last
week following heavy mon-
soon rain, crossed the 13 lakh
cusecs mark this morning
and almost the entire quan-
tum was being let out into the
Bay of Bengal However,
there were no casualties
reported and teams of the
National Disaster Response
Force and the State Disaster
Response Force reached out
to those affected with essen-
tial supplies and food.

All required measures
have been taken by the col-
lectors of these two districts
and the situation is under
control, according to a
press note issued by the
state Disaster Management
Authority (SDMA).

Power supply remained cut
off, while road and communi-
cation networks were badly

hit in the two districts, it said.

As per preliminary estimate,
the damage to roads and oth-

Atemple is seen submerged in
overflowing Godavari in Nashik

er infrastructure was pegged
around Rs 6.45 crore. Flood
water battered at least six
mandals in the two districts
with the impact more on East
Godavari where 52,500 per-
sonswere affected, the SDMA
said adding a total of 21,568
were hit in West Godavari.
In all, residents of 280 vil-
lages in both districts were
facing the brunt of flood fury,
authorities said. — PTI
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A village shows a state how to save water

RAAKHI JAGGA g - 3
MANSA AUGUST 4

IN MARCH 2016, Kothe Aspal, asmall village
in the Mansa district of Punjab, saw the con-
struction of soak pits in every house with the
hope of conserving water. The district fallsin
that part of the Malwa region of Punjab
where the groundwater is unfit for drinking.
Mansa is provided with canal water for
drinking purposes. As such, in every village
home where most water use happened — be
it for washing dishes or bathing — a soak pit
was made to collect water, clean it and hope-
fully add to the water table. Three years later,
the dried hand pump of the village school is
not dry anymore, and that small exercise of

enough for other routine use. This has re-
duced the village's dependence on the canal
water.

Kothe Aspal's success is being recognised
at the national level with even the Union
Ministry of Rural Development honouring it
for constructing soak pits and running them
successfully, informs Apneet Riyait, the
deputy commissioner of Mansa.

Looking at the success of this project, 53
new soak pits are being constructed across
Mansa district. Further, while the initial
round of funding was derived from the funds
allocated under the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme, this time Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Limited has decided to partially
fund (roughly 30 per cent of Rs 8,400) the

making soak pits is finally paying off. construction of soak pits underits Corporate
The way a soak pit cleans water is by pass- Social Responsibility mapdate.

ing it through a bed of stones and then al- : ~ “Though small but this effort holds great

Jowing it to seep underground. This result-  Hand pumps in Aspal Kodhevillageof  significance at atime when Punjab’s ground-

ing increase in the water table yields water ~ Mansaare no longer dry .Gurmeet Singh water table has receded and many of its

that, although not fit for drinking, is good

blocks have been overexploited,” says Riyait.



Hindustan Times
Statesman

The Times of India (New Delhi)

Indian Express

The Hindu (New Delhi)

Pioneer Delhi
Rashtriva Sahara

EIEIE]DEI{D

and documented at WSE Die. CWC.

TN water crisis: Judiciary onily hope

Encroachmentonwater bodies byinfluential people are the main cause of crisisin the state when monsoon fails _

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE

CHENMAL 3 ALGUST (g
-5
ilethe gripping
watercrisiscon-
| tinues in many
part of Tamil
Nadu, ncluding capital Chen-
nai, certain news from vari-
ous quarters arenot atall that
soothing.

The judicial activism, it

seems as of now, is the only
remedy for controlling the
present crisis. On 29 July
Veeramani and his son Nal-
lathambi were hacked to
death by a group of six in
Muthalaipatti for exposing
encroachmentonwaterbody.
Such encroachments by influ-
ential people are the main
causeofwater crisis in the state:
when the monsoon fails. -
The onlysolaceis the fact
that the judiciaryinthestate
is taking extra efforts tobook
thesecriminals whonotonly
stealing the livelyhood of
people butalso annihilating,

thosewhooppose thecrime.

Days aiter the double mur-
der happened in Muthalaip-
patti, the Madurai Bench of
the Madras High Courtlast Fri-
day initiated suo motu pro-
ceedings, taking cognisance
of news reports on the mur-
der. .

ADivision Bench of Justices
M. Sathyanarayanan and B.
Pugalendhi directed the Super-
intendent of Police, Karur, to
file a report on the progress
made in the investigation in
the case.

Taking cognisance of the
fact, orders were passed direct-
ing the authorities to act
against the encroachments,
the court soughta report on
the original extent of the
waterbody, the reason for
reductionin the extentofthe
waterbody, present number
ofencroachments, and steps
taken to remove encroach-
ments or to prevent fresh
encroachments. The court
orderedthem to submit the

Deccan Herald
Deccan Cronicle
The Economic Times
Business Standard
Tribune
Financial Express
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report on 14 August.

. Onlyafewdaysago Madras
High Courthad transferred the:
probe ofanother murder case
thathappened five yearsago:
of an activist from the local
police to the CB-CID.

An activist Thanikacha-
lam(60) in Vellore has been:
brutally murdered on the
night of 11 November, 2014
while he fought for the bet-
termentofhis community. He
gave up his life while trying
tosaving adyingwater body.
A district topper from his
local school in Pudur and
the family's first graduate
from AC Tech in Chennai, it
seemed like Thanikachalam
was heading towards a cem-
fortable corporate life.

But it was not enoughfor
him as he quit his job and
decided tohelp the commu-
nity which eventually led to
hismurder after he fought for
reviving two water channels
in the village which were
encroached and converted to

Hindustan (Hindi)

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)

Punjab Kesari (Hindi)

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
ainik Jagran

Jansatia

farmlands by some influen-
tial people from the village.

In the murder case of
Veeramani and Nallathambi,
while orderingthe transfer of
probetoCB CID, the courtstat-
edthatithad nohesitationin
congluding that the police’
has failed to effectively inves-
tigate the case and accused
them of shielding the men
involved.

The court observed that
several orderswere passed on
removal of encroachments:
of water bodies and other
public spaces by the High
Court. It also pointed out
that the Tamil Nadu Protec-
tion of Tanksand Evietion of
Encroachments Act of 2007
and the Tamil Nadu Land
EncroachmentActof1905are
already in place, but there was
lack of monitoring and fixa-
tion of responsibility.

" Thelethargicattitude of the
officials allowed encroach-
ments as if it were a right of
the encroacher. The court.

oooooo

pointed outthatit could take
action against officials. for
failing to comply with or for
belated compliance of the:

court orders:

All the sixkillers fromgang:
including Perumal, Prab-
hakaran, Kaviarasan, Sasiku-
mar, Shanmugam and Stalin
surrendered before the Madu-
rai District Courton 31 July,
following which they. were
remanded in judicial cus-
tody. The villagers are found

“to bescepticalabouttheout-
come of the case which "

involves influential people.
While the Chennai water
crisisisstilla hot topic of dis-
cussion in publicdomain. it
hasbeenobserved thatmost
of them putthe blame square-
lyonthe encroachment mafia
as responsible for it.
Thewords of activist tumed
formerIAS officer M G Devasa-
hayam while talking to The
Statesman, after the 2015
floods and at the same time
pointing finger on govermment

and ho;ding them responsi-
ble for the present situstion,
he said,"The government is
also violating rules. Both cen-
tral and state governments.”

He furthersaid, “Theyare
building airports, highways,
IT parks etcin ecologically sen-
sitive areas: Chennai airport
which flooded and closed
built on Adyar river banks.

The Mass Rapid Trans-
port System (MRTS) is built
on Buckingham canal, the
elevated high way on Coum
River. Theseareall government
of India projects. .

* In Chennai State govern-
mentbuiltaroad connecting
Velacheryand Tambaram on
the middle of Pallikkarani
marsh. Koyembedu Bus stand
inlowlying area, the IT cor-
ridoris also builtin the same
way. 7

Other cities also have sim-
ilar instances of governments
violating rules.” So the only
hope nowlieson Judiciary, like
in many other issues.
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Centre t,o;_Pth for Maha-like

Water Regulator for States

MWRRA empowered
to fix water charges,
resolve disputes,

effect enforcement...

Anubhutl.Vishnoi <
@timesgroup.com )
New Delhi: While a conversation
on water conservation has been ini-
tiated with the Centre’s pan India
roll out of the Jal Shakti Abhiyan,
the Jal Shakti ministry has a much
biggertask athand—of bringingin
systems to encourage and ensure
more responsible water usage in
the country through measurement,
auditing and possible pricing me-
chanisms.

The recently created Jal Shakti
ministryhasfoundapartof theans-
wer in Maharashtra’s water regula-
tory model.

To nudge state governments to
move towards bringing some regu-
latory oversight over water usage
and a water pricing mechanism in
the future, the water resources mi-
nistry is closely considering the
Maharashira water regulatory mo-
del for voluntary replication across
states. The ministry held an inter-
state meeting in Pune a few months
back to introduce state govern-
ments to the Maharashira Water

N/

@ cecisLaTive RoUTE

The Maharegulatory
body wassetupbya
State legislationand
other statesmay haveto
consider the sameroute

Resources Regulatory Authority
(MWRRA), which has been opera-
ting since 2005. The MWRRA is em-
powered to fix water charges, resol-
ve disputes, effect enforcement and
overseetheroleof theservice provi-
der and the relationship with users
of the water supplied.

Plans are now afoot to ask states to
consider the ‘model’ regulatory
framework.

ET gathers that discussions were
on with the Maharashtra govern-

ment on providing MWRRA-rela-
ted assistance to interested state go-
vernments,

“The MWRRA is sofar seen asone
of themost effective water regulato-
ry mechanisms. We would like the
statestoconsider itasapossiblemo-
del and even tweak it if necessary.
The idea is mainly to bring in some
kind of water auditing mechanism
inevery state. This could help bring
in more effective and judicious usa-
ge of water,” a senior official from
the ministry told ET.

The MWRRA was set up by a state
legislation and other states may al-
so have to consider the legislative
route for setting up similar bodies,
the official added.

While a few other states have also
setup waterregulatory authorities,
they have not been fully functional
or functioning effectively enough.

Considering that pricing of water
is a politically sensitive issue, a re-
gulatory system could prove criti-
cal to bringing in behavioural
changes towards water and atta-
ching of greater value to the deple-
ting natural resource.

The ministry is also looking at wa-
ys to bring in category-based mea-
surement of water usage. For in-
stance, while it is broadly known
that usage of fresh water is quite
highforagricultural and industrial
purposes, there is no accurate mea-
sure or regulation of the same al-
most across states, which does lead
to considerable water wastage or
excessive water withdrawal.
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" The monsoon recovery

Reservoirs are still not adequately restocked

he way the monsoon has recovered this year after a delayed and
weak start to near-normal in the very first half of its four-month

run (June to September) does not have many parallels. A scary

rain deficit of 33 per cent at the end of the first monsoon month of
June shrank dramatically to below 9 per cent in just four weeks, thanks to
copious precipitation in July. This, coupled with the weather office’s pre-
diction of 100 per cent normal rain in August and September, has swung
the outlook for monsoon-dependent sectors, chiefly agriculture and hydel
powet, and rural demand from despair to cautious optimism.

Thelagin crop planting, which had mounted to over 30 per cent by June-
end, has, by and large, been made up. More sowing is expected in the next
week or so, because over 66 per cent of the country has already received
normal or excess rain. The anticipated continuation of the monsoon’s good
showing in the latter half of the season may ensure better crops and higher
yields. But the fingers still need to be kept crossed. The intense bouts of rain,
as has been the hallmark of this year’s monsoon, are seldom without adown-
side. Parts of Maharashtra, Gujarat, Bihar, and Assam have seen devastating
floods. Similar deluges may damage crops, property, and infrastructure, and
take human a.ndanimallivesinotherpartsofthecountryaswell.

- This apart, the upswing in the rains does not reflect adequately in the
restocking of reservoirs. Till July 25, nearly 75 per cent of the major dams have
got filled only up to 40 per cent of their capacity. The overall water stock in all
the reservoirs taken together, being 63 per cent of capacity, presented a slightly
better picture, though even this is below last year's corresponding level of 71
per cent. The river basins in the southern region, including those of the Krishna,
Mahanadi, Godavari, and Cauvery, are particularly short of water. Some of
the dams in Kerala, which brimmed over to cause catastrophic flooding in
August last year, are not even half-full as yet. The silver lining, however, is
that there is still time for replenishing these dams. The current vigorous phase
of the monsoon and the projected normal showers in the next two months
can normalise the situation. Restoring water reserves is essential to meet the
needs of itrigation, industry, hydel power production, and the domestic sector
in the post-monsoon period right up to the next summer,

Significantly, the unconventional track record of this year’s monsoon has
been attributed by weather experts largely to the interplay of two counteracting
meteorological phenomena — El Nino (monsoon-inimical warming of the
Pacific Ocean) and the Indian Ocean Dipole, or IOD (monsoon-friendly tem-
perature gradient in the Indian Ocean). While El Nino, which affected the
monsoon in June, is said to have turned neutral and lost its sting, the positive
IOD continues to favour the monsoon. Unlike most other weather watchers
who were uncertain about the progress of El Nino this year, the India
Meteorological Department (IMD) was spot on to foresee that it would not
endure long enough to undermine the Indian monsoon. The IMD will, hope-
fully, prove correct in predicting normal rain in the rest of the season as well.
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Maharains: Partofriver brldge In Palghar washedaway

PALGHAR, 4 AUGLST 3“' 7

A major portion of a bridge
connecting Wada and Mal-
wadaon Pinjal riverin Palghar
waswashed away on Sunday
afternoon duetoheavyrains,
‘an official said.

Palghar police spokesper-
son HemantKatkarsaid there
were no reports of casualties
in the incident but traffic on
thevital connectorhad come
toastandstill. :

In other incidents due to
heavyrainfall, 15 people were
rescued in Bathanevillagein
Virar by local police and the
civic body's disaster control
cell, an official said. Four oth-
ers trapped in a flooded
godown and eight people
stranded inanother place, both
inManor, were also reseued,
theofficial said. A truck broke
down on Khanbaugh bridge
in Valiv here and three peo-
pleinside were rescued after
apolice teamn deployed cranes,
he said.

Thousands of people in
Thane and districts
of Maharashtra were affect-
ed on Sunday by power out-
age after substations were
submergedand transformers
damaged dueto heavyrains.

400 people shifted aft-er
Mithi crosses mark: At least
400 peoplefromaresidential
area near the Mithi river in
Mumbai were shifted on Sun-
dayafteritswaterlevel crossed
the danger mark following
heavy rains in the city, an
official said.

The city and its neigh-
bouringareashave beenwit-
nessingincessantrainssince
the last two days, causing
flooding in many areas.

58rescuedby
hit Thane: At least 58 people
stranded atavillageinMaha-
rashtra's Thane district were
rescued by the Indian Air
Force (IAF) on Sunday; an
official said.

The people were stuck at
their water-logged homes in
Ju-Nandkhurivillage in Kha-
davliareaofthedistrictsince
morning after very heavy
rains in the area. Pl

A food delivery man pushes his vehicle through a flooded road after heaw monsoon rains hits

Mumbai on Sunday.

AFP

Punerains: Situationmightget -
critical after dam water release

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PURNE, 4 AUGUST

Punereceived heavy rains on
Sunday with districtauthori-
tiesissuing an advisoryasking
people to be alert as the situ-
ation could turn critical, and
orderingschools and colleges
to be shut on Monday.

Low-lyingareasin the dis-
trict were on alert after water
was released into the Mutha
river on Sunday following
incessant rains in the catch-
mentareas of dams supplying
water to the city.

Laterin the day, district col-
lector Naval Kishore Ram said

orders had been issued to_

keep educational institutions
here and Pimpri Chinchwad
shutonMondayinviewofthe
rains.

He said Mula, Mutha,
Pavana, Bhimaand Nira rivers
werein spateand there was pos-
sibility of more water being
released from the adjoining

damsas catchmentareas con-
tinued to getheavyrainason
Sunday evening.

“We have issued an advi-
sory for citizens asking them
not to venture out of their
housesunless absolutelynec-
essary as the situation might
get critical,” Ram said.

Hesaid between 2000-2500
peoplehad beenrescuedsofar
from flooded areas of the dis-
trict.

Seven members of a fam-
ilystranded inaflooded house
in Kamshetareawererescued

by ateam ofthe National Dis-
aster Response Force (NDRF),
an official from the agency said.

With more water being
released from the Khadak-
wasladam, water gushed into
several low-lying areas in Bale-
wadi, Baner, Aundh, Yerwada,
Sinhgad Road and Bopodi.

45marooned villagers air-
lifted by IAF in Guj: The Indi-
anAir Force on Sunday airlifted
45 persons stranded in their
flood-hit village in Navsari
district in south Gujarat, saxd
officials.

Over 70,000 people
hit by AP ﬂoods as

Godavari still in -

spate
AMARAVATH B S
RAVATIHOAUCUST o

The continuingheavyflood
in Godavari river affected”
over 74,000 people in parts
of East and West Godavari
districtsin Andhra Pradesh
on Sunday with nearly
18,000 of them being shift-
ed to relief camps, offi-
cials said.

A second warning sig-
nal was issued at Sir Arthur
Cotton Barrage at
Dowaleswaram as water
flowinthe river, which has
been in spate since last
week following heavy mon-
soon rains, crossed the 13
lakh cusecs mark on Sun-
daymorningand almost the
entire quantum was being
letout into the Bay of Ben-
gal. However, there wereno
casualties reported and
teams of the National Dis-
aster Response Force and
the State Disaster Response

, Force reached out to the

affected areas with essen-
tial supplies and food.

All required measures
have been taken by the
Collectors of these two dis-
tricts and the situation was
under control, the state
Disaster Management
Authority (SDMA) said in
a release. Power supply
remained cut off while
road and communication
network were badly dam-
aged in the two districts, it
said. SNEAT
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Activists in Assam slam NGT
for ‘nod to 2000 MW dam A

Work on Subansiri lower dam was stopped following protests

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

Anti-dam organisations in
Assam have slammed the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT) for virtually paving

. the way for a mega dam that
- was left incomplete in 2011.

The NGT had earlier this

week dismissed petitions

seeking reconstitution of a
six-member expert commit-
tee that they claimed was
biased towards environ-
ment-threatening big dams.

Former All Assam Stu-
dents’ Union (AASU) leader

Gogoi, and presi-
dent of NGO Assam Public
Works Aabhijit Sarma had
filed the petitions.

Anti-dam groups said that
the dismissal of the pleas
was a move by the Centre to
resume work on the 2000
MW Lower Subansiri Hydro-
power Project (LSHP) at Ge-
rukamukh on the Arunachal
Pradesh-Assam border.

The National Hydro Pow-
er Corporation (NHPC) had
started work on the project
in 2009 but had to stop after
a series of protests by local
organisations.
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Arunachal Pradesh-Assam border. sfiLe pHOTO

The NHPC officials said
they have been losing 210
crore daily since 2011 be-
cause of non-completion of
the project that was more
than 65% through.

The work remained
stalled as protests have not
allowed transportation of
turbines and other construc-
tion materials to the site in
north-eastern Assam.

Legality of committee

“The Centre had formed a
six-member panel to study
the project and give a report.
Three of the members, who
are from Assam, dissuaded
construction in an earth-
quake-prone area. The three
other members endorsed

the project. Following this,
the Centre formed another
panel with members from
the government. This com-
mittee’s legality was thus
challenged,” said Akhil Go-
goi, leader of Krishak Mukti
Sangram Samiti that has
been opposed to the dam.

“The people of Assam will
not accept the NGT order.
How can a committee with
questionable legality submit
a report, based on which an
expert appraisal panel ap-
prove environment clea-
rance,” he asked.

The AASU said the Centre
should first ensure the safety
and security of the people
living downstream of the
dam before giving its nod.

=
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Markandeya project:
No need for TN nod,
state tells apex court

NEW DELHI: The Karnataka
government has told the Su-
preme Court that the Mar-
kandeya project, commenced
in Yargol village near Bangar-
pet with an estimated cost of
Rs 240 crore in 2009, was
meant to alleviate drinking
water problems of Kolar, Ban-
garpet and Malur towns.

Since it is a drinking water
project, there was no require-
ment to intimate Tamil Nadu
or take its consent as per 1933
agreement.

TheKarnataka government
filed its statement of objec-
tions to the Tamil Nadu'’s plea
torestrain it from proceeding
further in the construction
of a dam across Markandeya
river.

“If Tamil Nadu’s plea is
granted, the state would be
put to great injury and hard-
ship, as it has already spent
several crores onthe construc-
tion of the drinking water sup-
ply project,” the Karnataka
government said.

A bench of Justices U U
Lalit and Vineet Saran, which
took up the matter on Friday,
granted time to Tamil Nadu
to respond to the Karnataka's
contention. The court put the
matter for consideration on
August 20.

The Karnataka government
said the Centre has granted
clearance to the project on
December 4, 2012. “Tamil
Naduwas aware of the project
which commenced way back
in 2009. But for reasons best
known to it, it did not initiate
anyaction and allowed Karna-
taka to proceed with the drink-
ing water projecttill 2018,” the
state government said.

Inits application, the Tamil

Dainik Bhaskar

Nadu government claimed the
completion of the construc-
tion of the 50-metre high dam
across Markandeya river with
a length of about 400 metres
would completely impound
the flows and would jeopard-
ise the existing irrigation and
drinking water needs of the
state.

In its response, the Karna-
taka government said, for the
project, it was not utilising the
regularrain flow water. Onthe
contrary, the major portion
of Bengaluru falls outside the
Cauvery basin.

In deciding inter-state wa-
ter dispute between Karna-
taka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and
Puducherry, the Supreme
Court has allocated an addi-
tional 4.75 tmcft water for
consumptive (drinking pur-
pose) use for Bengaluru.

“The project is under com-
pletion and in addition to that,
towns of Kolar, Bangarpet,
Malur and 45 en-route villag-
es have been suffering from
a shortage of drinking water
and, therefore, people in this
area would be deprived of
drinking water, if the court al-
lowed the Tamil Nadu’s plea,”
itsaid.

The groundwater exploita-
tion in those areas has been
recorded as 50 to 85 % and
those have been declared as
greyareas, There isnon-avail-
ability of potable groundwater
in bore wells.

The project with a capacity
of 500 mcft was undertaken
by Karnataka Urban Water
Supply and Drainage Board,
Bengaluru. Inthisregard, 70%
to 75% of work has been com-
pleted, itsaid.

DH News Service
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BEED/PAITHAN: With drought havingentered
its 38th week in Marathwada, rainfall defi-
ciencyin Beed, oneof the worst-hit districts
ofthestate, stood at37% on July 31 against
40% on July 24.

Beed hasreceived just 140.38mm of rain-
fall as of August 2 — lowest in the Mara-
thwadaregion. According to India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD), the average
annual rainfall of Beed amounts to 666 mm.

The poor rainfall has affected kharif sow-
ing at the onset of monsoon, and farmers
havestarted uprooting their cropstoavoid
further loss. The state agriculture depart-
ment hasissued an advisory for intercrop
cultivation but farmers have been unwill-
ingtodoso.

MaheshPatodkar, afarmerfrom Mainda
village in Beed district, said, “It’s already
too late and if we will continue with this
crop weare likelytoface major pestand dis-
easesattack.” Sakshi Kamble,a Class5stu-
dentaged 11, hasbeen helpingher family by
sellingbuckets of water at ¥5each. Shecol-
lects water from the dry riverbed in the
GodavariatPaithan. Other children her age
do the same. Sakshi leaves home around

e D

» A villager collects water from a pit in an almost
dried-up riverbed.

SANJAY SADAVARTE/HT

Hindustan (Hindi)
Punjab Kesari (Hindi)

Dainik Jagran
Jansatta

oooooo

8am, and often skips school for this. Sakshi
and her friends said they had sold 15-20
buckets on the auspicious occasion of
Ashadi Ekadashi when people wanted to
takeabathin the holy Godavari.

Shedoesnotliketoreturn homeempty-
handed as her mother, who wasabandoned
by her father two years ago, is bed-ridden.
Her family comprises her mother Sangeeta
Kamble, 37, brother Suraj, 7, and sister
Divya, 4.

Pilgrimsvisitingthe Paithan ghatonthe
banks ofthe Godavari purchase a bucket of
water for 35 for washing their face, hands
and legs, and then proceed to pray at the
temple of Sant Eknath Maharaj.

Apilgrim, NivruttiDondhphale47, said
he and others have no option but to pur-
chasewater fromthesechildrenastheriver
hasbeendry since February.

A similarsituation prevailed at other pla-
ces along the Godavari ghat. A villager,
Manisha Shende, said, “The TV shows
there wasaflood-like situation in Puneand
Mumbai, but we still we have to travel
almost 1-2 kilometre to fetch a handa of
water.” The handaisasmall kitchen utensil
with 12litres capacity.

The water conservation department of
the state government said even twomonths
after the onsetof monsoon, water storagein
"Aurangabad division, which comprises
Aurangabad, Beed, Hingoli, Parbhaniand
Osmanabad districts, was3.39% as against
18.15% at the same time last year.

Allthe damsinthe Marathawadaregion
depend on the rivers that originate in the
Godavariregion. However, alot of it is dot-
ted by dams. Even after heavy downpours
inGodavari’'s catchment area in Nashik dis-
trict, the stretch of the Godavari river in
Beed, Parbhani and Nanded districts con-
tinues torundry.

Hence the entire region continues to
depend on water tankers. According to
State Water Supply and Sanitation Depart-
ment, the divisional commissionerate has
deployed 2,011 water tankers to supply
water to 1,501 villages and 348 hamlets. Of
these, 699 water tankers have been
deployed in Beed alone,

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
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TB dam IeveI Ieaves paddy farmers highand dry

KOPPAL: Poor storage in Tung-
abhadra reservoir, owing to
below-par monsoon in its
catchment Malnad region, has
left the farmers from Karna-
taka, Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh highand dry.

It is said, the Malnad
region, this season, has
faced a rain deficit, of 34%.
In the corresponding period,
last year, the reservoir had re-
ceived about 160 tmcft water.
Thistime, itis just 31 tmcft.

The Irrigation Consultative
Committee (ICC) would take
a decision to release water to
canals only if the dam has a
storage of 40 tmcft. Also, the
delayin appointmentofdistrict
in-charge minister, who chairs

- the ICC meeting, will further
pushthedates of waterrelease.

Vast tracts of paddy fields
in the district, considered the
rice bowl of Karnataka, has
been cultivated by the farmers
dependent on the canal water.

hadra rservolrnearuo;apetehasunlynumft
water leaving the farmers of the basin worried. DH FILEPHOTO

Only a few farmers who own
pumpsets have transplanted
paddy and have sprinkled fer-

The district has been expe-
riencing light showers or driz-
zle, thisseason. But paddy crop
needs large amounts of water.

If the monsoon activities
fail to pick up in Chikkama-
galuru and Shivamogga
districts, the farmers in Tung- |
abhadra command area and |
river basin may give up on
Kharifcrops.

DH News Service

AS ON AUG 03, 2019

Tungabhadra

in nutshell

Full reservoir level: 3“ “ m
1,633 1t

e 2 091cusec

1,608 ft
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Asian Age, Delhi

Kosi-Mechi river linkin
project gets Centre nod

Patna, Aug. 3: The Centre
has approved the 4,900
crore project for interlink-
ing of Kosi and Mechi
rivers of Bihar, state water
resources minister Sanjay
Kumar Jha said on
Saturday. This is the sec-
ond major river interlink-
ing project in the country
to be approved after the
Ken-Betwa project in
Madhva Pradesh.

“Bihar has got the final
remaining mandatory
techno-administrative
approval for the project
from the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change
(MoEFCC),” Mr Jha said
in a statement.

The central government
has approved construction
of 76.20 km canals on east-

The central
government has
approved construc-
tion of 76.20 km
canals on eastern
bank of Kosi for
irrigation purpose.
ern bank of Kosi for irri-
gation purpose, the minis-
ter said. Terming it as a
“green project”, Mr Jha
said it will not displace
people nor require acquisi-
tion of forest land.

“The total land require-

ment is about 1,396.81
hectares. There are no
national parks, wildlife

sanctuaries or eco-sensi-
tive zones within 10 km
radius of the project,” he
said.

He said the project will

not only prevent recurring
floods in north Bihar, but
also irrigate over 2.14 lakh
hectares of cultivable land
in Araria, Purnea,
Kishanganj and Katihar
districts, collectively
called Seemanchal region.

“The project is aimed at
alleviating hardships of
the people resulting from
the floods and has the
potential to usher in a
green revolution in
Seemanchal region,” the
minister said, adding that
the project was a brain-
child of chief minister
Nitish Kumar. The
approval note for the proj-
ect was 1issued by the
Expert Appraisal Commi-
ttee (EAC) for river valley
and hydroelectric projects
on Thursday. — PTI
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CRISIL'SDRIP  p$->
RAINS CATCH UP, KEY AREAS STILL FACE SHORTFALL

State-wise DRI’Pgiﬁr_es_ - Sub-par regional distribution

| 20182019 Avegeofiastsyeas | COMestothe fore
1 Sk RAINFALLSOFAR —in
termsofboth, timelinessand
distribution — hasunder-
shot prediction. The onsetof
monsoon wasdelayed and the
catch-up(upto.July) hasbeen
slow. Some key crop-producing areas are still
facing ashortfall that, coupled with weak
irrigation, could lead to morestress.
AsofJuly 31, rainfall from the southwest
monsoonwas 9% below the long period
average (LPA), which iswithin the normal
bound. Forrainstobe deemed normal, they
can be atmost 4% belownormal. The last
week saw a steep catch-upgiventhat rains
until July 24 were 19 per cent deficient.
i b e Thebriefperiod brought somereliefto
.|‘,2.1 = ~ AndhraPradeshand Telangana, whichwere
o BIR  wuacomorying et saeves
R e i PR "hat'swor t states,
Crop-wise DRIP scores ey thepictureis weakatthe sub-regional level.
‘GROUNDNUT ; SR Butjustrainfall volumedatadoesnottell
e — ¥ A the fullstory. We need to consider vulnerabil-

- itiesduetoinadequate irrigation foracomp-
.y  rehensiveperspective onstatesand crops.
l 20 Higherthe CRISIL Deficient Rainfall
489 Impact Parameter (DRIP) score, more adverse
3 theimpact of deficient rains.

Thelatest DRIPscoresshow higher-than-
trend scores for Gujarat, West Bengal, Odisha,
Tamil Nadu, and Haryana. Andhra Pradesh
and Telanganaare alsoin thislist, givena
delayed catch-upin rains. In Karnatakaand
MP, given weak sub-regional rainfall
patterns, DRIPscoresare higheron-year.

Among crops, DRIP scores are highest for
groundnut and ricewhile otherssuch astur,
maize, cotton, jowarand soybean will require

S *'10«5 * monitoringasscoresare higher on-year.
ARGES G e % i DRIPscoresshow several statesand crops
mﬂm&%"’ mmmg._ grappling with deficient rains.

m = m e
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PM’s Scientific Advisor to Prepare
Plan to Assess J a]Shaktl Abhl yan

Aauthut!.\flshnol
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Jal Shakti Abhi-
yan will be assessed on a four-
point outcome measurement for-
matand the office of the principal

scientific advisor to the Prime -

Minister will draw up the frame-
work. It was decided at a review

meeting chaired by the cabinet FN

secretary on Friday.

The assessment will be d_ons‘

based on—increase in groundwa-
ter level, increase in surface wa-

ter storage capacity, increase in

soil moisture in farm lands and
increase in area covered with
plantation and number of sa-
plings planted, ET haslearnt.

Principal scientific advisor to
the PM, Dr Vijay Raghavan will
help develop clear measurable in-
dices and parameters for the four
desired outcome areas.

FILE PHOTO

The Centre is also set to add an-
other six or more districts to the
existing 256 water-stressed dis-
tricts on which the Jal Shakti Ab-
hiyan is focused, sources said.

While the Abhiyan is considered
alaunch pad for sustainable water
resources management, it will lead
to a “mainstreamed and pro-
grammed National Water Conser-

vation Mission”, 1t was empha-
sisedatthemwewmeetmg
The Jal Shakti Abhiyan

launched on
rendra Modi 41;3( ﬂ om the

front to exhort the people to work
towards water conservation.

A government statement issued
on Friday said that the Abhiyan
had delivered over 3.5 lakh water
conservation measures in 256 dis-
tricts. Of these, 1.54 lakh related
to water conservation and rain
water harvesting and 20,000 were
linked to rejuvenation of tradi-
tional water bodies, 60,000 on re-
use and recharge structures. 1.23
lakh watershed development pro-
jects were initiated and 4,25 crore

saplings were planted. Over 2.64

erore people participated in the
Abhiyan, said the statement.

Phase 1 of the scheme began on
Julyland will wind upon Septem-
ber 15 while Phase 2 will begin on
October2.
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for any country, according to
WaterAid, a non-government

‘“water from the tap in every organisation. Frequentdroughts
home,"isreadyand hasalready  haveled tocropfailuresand led to
0 2 been approved by the Expendi- rural distress in parts of India,
prlon ture Finance Committee,govern-  where only around a third ofthe
) mentofficialssaid. Only cabinet  cropland has access to reliable
s,m approval is pending. irrigation systems.
Chouthury 4\~ THE OBJECTIVE OF THE Ministerfor JalShaktiGajen-  Accordingtodatafromthe Jal
PROJECTWILLBETO draShekhawatsaid: “Theday the ~ Shakti ministry, in states like
NEWDELHI:What toilets were tothe PROVIDE PIPED POTABLE schemeisapproved, wewillstart  Bihar, Odisha and Jharkhand,
Narendra Modi government in working on it. The blueprintof  fewer than 5% of rural house-
2014 — the symbol of a nation- WAIER 10 EVERY RURAL thisisabsolutely ready.” holds have piped water. That
wide crusade toend open defeca- ! Waterisastatesubject,andJal compares with 99% of rural
tion and build a cleaner India — W Jeevanwon’tbeaneasymission  householdsthat have piped water
piped potable water could well be i for the central government to  supplyinSikkim.
for Modi 2.0. by 2024. Only 18% of households accomplish. Shekhawat’s big For the rural drinking water
The Jal Jeevan Mission, in the countryside now have kenistopresentit asachalienge | mission, the goyecimen riised
announced by finance minister  piped watersupply, and the Bhar- to local administrations, and  its allocation by 22% to 10,001
NirmalaSitharamaninherfirst ~atiya Janata Party (BJP)-led turn it into a contest between crore in 2019-2020 from 8,201
budgetonJulys, isreadyforcabi- National Democratic Alliance R0 ROVETIBE i S | SRROIERIEE .
netapprovalandwillbelaunched  (NDA)governmentisaimingfor funds. “Whichever statedoesthe Anoteprepared the Jal Shakti
bythePrimeMinister, Hindustan ~ an over fivefold jump in five maximumamountofwork, will  ministry and reviewed by HT
Times has learnt. years, get the maximum amount of  says theplanistoco-optNGOsto
Itmayevenfindprideofplace  The blueprint for the Jal s, headd; © | Belpvallige eyietis S s
inhisIndependenceDayspeech.  Jeevan Mission, which hasbeen There is a catch. To receive sqbconnmtteesmanagetbeplan-
Theobjectiveofthemissionis  publicised with the tagline “har Smimns fo Wadokgeuetts, | HARGMEEECUSING 6 S oG
to give access to piped potable  ghar, nalsejal”, translating as the states and their district water suppls_r system. In cases
water to every rural household CONTINUED ONP8 administratorswillhavetofulfil ~ where there isn't enough water
some tough conditions—create  supplyforasinglevillage, water
anunderground storagefacility  from multiple villages will be
with a sustainable source of pooledandshared.
water, ensure that the water is Expertspointed out theimpor-
piped to households and devise  tance of groundwater in any
ways for treatment and reuseof  national policy on water,
discharged water in activities “There are two things. One,
like agriculture. any national policy on water has
“We have spoken to all chief to pivot around groundwater
secretariesandsecretariestodo  because groundwater is India’s
all three things together. They = waterlifeline. Secondly, thereis
should start preparing their acompletepolicy vacuumonthe
respective plans,” said Shekha-  urbanwater sector, Theimpact of

wat.

urban use is directly felt, both

“Sincewaterisastatesubject, downstream and upstream, in
implementationhastobedoneby terms of availability in rural
states. They will have to work areas,” said Himanshu Thakkar
with commitment and priority  of the South Asia Network on
andweareheretosupportthem,”  Dams, Riversand People.
the minister added.

He is right in projecting the
schemeasachallenge. Nearly 163
million Indians lack access to

clean water, the highest number
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‘Water isanational issue,
above political affiliations’

| hefocus of the new

¢ ministry of Jal Shakti

{ will be on awareness,

| technical support and
| handholding, Jal Shakti minis-
ter Gajendra Singh Shekhawat

-said, explaining that because
‘Wwaterisastate subject, this

| approachisnecessary. Atthe

| same time, there are subjects

| not mentioned in the Constitu-

| tionrelated to water where the

| Centre hastheright to pass

| laws, headded in an interview

| toSunetra Choudhury.
Edited excerpts

| The situation in Chennai which

' ran out of water, will it happen
anywhere else again?

I'hope it will never happen
again. We have a water man-
agement problem. In Delhi,
thereis1.1billion crorelitres
of water which just becomes
sewage. I[f we reuse that
amount of water in agricul-
ture, then Delhi will never face
aproblem. For that, the state
‘hastocreate the infrastructure
‘and Delhi and Haryana have to
‘haveanunderstanding.

‘There are concerns about some
of the water bills in Parliament,,
that they may be infringing on
\federalism. What would you say
| about such fears?

I The constitution saysthatif

‘thereis river, water and basin

| dispute, then parliament is

. competent toenact any law.

The firstact which was

‘broughtin thisregard wasin

11956. The bill of dam safety

\—some of my Opposition

‘friends say that we are inter-

‘veningin the federal structure,

‘butIdisagree. Ifthereisany

|issue that is not mentioned in

| the Constitution, then Parlia-
menthas therighttolegislate
‘onit. Dam safetyis not men-
tioned atall inany list. Sowe

+have competence in doing so.

| Indiahasmore than 5,100
dams another 400 are being
ibuilt, we are the third largest.

Tribune
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dam owning country in the
world, after US and China.
More than a thousand of them
aremore than a hundred years
old and there is no security pro-
tocol for them.

Ifareservoir breaks—there
are 40 instances of this happen-
ingin India—there is somuch
damage, so many lives (at
stake). Can we afford that?
States don’t even have the tech-
nology or support to maintain
them. Many dams are on inter-
staterivers, so who handles
them? In 1982, they tried to
adopt a dam safety law butit
was adopted only in twostates
Keralaand AndhraPradesh
have adopted it. So thatentire
work isnow being done by us.

It was interesting to see recently
you at an event with Delhi chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal, some-
one who has had a bitter relation-
ship with the Centre.

Deccan Herald
Deccan Cronicle
The Economic Times
Business Standard

Financial Express
Ddlﬂl]\ Bhaskar

oooogno

Jal Shakti minister

Hindustan (Hindi)

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)
Punjab Kesari (Hindi)
Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
Dainik Jagran

Jansatta

The project which I attended
with Kejriwal is 85% funded by
Centre. Ultimately, water
should be beyond political con-
siderations and affiliations. It
isanationalissue, a global
issue. For India, it is more rele-
vant because we have 18% of
the world’s population and
only 4% of water supply. Our
water is considered the most
contaminated, so how will we
doit? A country like Israel
which got independence
around the same time as us,
getsless than 200 mm rainfall.
Even so, it has abundance of
water and exports drinking
water. Even Cambodia, which
isapoor country unlike Israel,
has water security. And we
with more than 1000 mmrain-
fall (in some parts), havea
scarcity. They have done this
withfour pillars-- aggregation
of water, judicious use, recy-
clingofitand rejuvenation of

rivers andreforrestation. As
far asgroundwateriscon-
cerned, 65% of agricultureis
dependent onthat. Itisan
invisible source and a study
saysone fourth ofitisdrying
up. Sowehave to start working
on ground water recharge.

The problem isawareness
and commitment. Even now,
we talk about saving water by
showering lessand serving
less water in meetings or what
industry uses. Did you know
thatthe domestic water usage
isonly 6% and industryis 5%?
89% of water is used by agricul-
ture. Evenifwe save 10% of
that, then India will have no
water worries for the next five
years,

That's your focus then?

Yes, itis. We give free electric-
ity infarms, so the water keeps
being pumped out and we keep
takingit out without any con-
cern. That's why I appreciate
Haryana for its initiative. They
encouraged maize growth
instead of paddy, sayingifyou
grow maize then we will pro-
cureallofit. They said we will
give 2,000 per acre as incentive
for growing maize instead of
paddy. Maharashtra govern-
ment did the same with sugar-
cane whichisa water guzzler,
They said thatif you grow cane
then youhave tohavedripirri-
gation. This saves 60% water.
Take Punjab which hasfree
power for farmers-- they havea
scheme which says, save
power, earnmoney. Each state
has to think of innovative ways
that work for them. We have
taken aresolution that by end
of March 2020, the 240 water
strapped districts will be.
mapped toshow all aquifers.

Soyou are basically creating
awareness hecause in a state
subject you can't do much?
Awareness, technical support
and handholding is what we
aredoing,

CE OO e cl
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Jal Chaupalsin the city

PEOPLE LIKE THEM

GEETANJALI KRISHNA

ecent reports have calculated that
the almost a quarter of all ground-
water extracted globally is extracted
in India. India beats even China and US in
groundwater extraction, which is perhaps
why the rate of groundwater depletion in
the country has increased by 23 per cent
between 2000 and 2010. Many people react
to such news with a shrug — after all, iso-
lated individual efforts would be little more
than drops in the ocean. But a recent expe-
rience of a Jal Chaupal, water budgeting
meeting, in Mahuee, a village in UP's Banda
district, made me realise that every drop
counts after all.
As the monsoon clouds rumbled omi-
nously overhead, a group of 50-odd people

gathered in a government school class-
room where Sadashiv and Prashansa
Gupta of Akhil Bhartiva Samaj Sewa
Sansthan were waiting to kick off the meet-
ing. Using a tool developed by WaterAid,
they asked the group to estimate their indi-
vidual water usage by activity — bathing,
laundry, toilet, kitchen, livestock and
more. Amid good-natured ribbing and a
lot of laughter, the group collectively esti-
mated exactly how many buckets of water
they used daily for different tasks while
Sadashiv painstakingly entered the figures
on a water consumption table on the wall.
By now, the entire group was involved
in the water budgeting exercise. Everyone
wanted to speak in the next part of the
activity — water availability. They enu-
merated every single water source in
Mahuee while the facilitators estimated
how much water each is capable of pro-
viding, highlighting the gap between the
demand for water and its actual availabil-
ity. Then the group collectively estimated
groundwater depletion in their village by
comparing the depth of new and old wells
and tube wells, Using the example of a
bank account which would run out of
money if there are more withdrawals than
deposits, the two facilitators ended the
meeting by driving home the importance
of recharging groundwater aquifers to
ensure continued availability of water.
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As the numbers kept adding up on the
table, many in the room started looking vis-
ibly uneasy. For Munni Devi, as for others
in the group, the meeting was eye-opening.
“It has made me realise that even though
we are drought-stricken every summer, we
use so much water,” exclaimed Munni Devi,
40 years old and heavily veiled. A young
wag sitting behind her declared that the
best way for him to help save water was to
bathe once in 10 days. Everyone laughed
but seriousness returned when an older
man in the group pointed out that earlier,
when their village pond had water, they'd
bathe their animals there. “Since the pond
dried up about three years ago, we've been
using fresh tube well water for this pur-
pose,” she said. “The Jal Chaupal has made™
me realise that even people like me who
live in a state of acute water shortage can
cut down on water usage by becoming more
conscious about it.”

As the meeting ended, 1 realised that
collectively making their own water budg-
et had perhaps brought home the urgency
of the water crisis that’s looming over us
all today. Back in Delhi where my neigh-
bours were having their driveway hosed-
down with as much fresh water as Munni
Devi uses in a day, it struck me that per-
haps what we need is Jal Chaupals in our
water-greedy cities too — not just in vil-
lages like Mahuee.
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Two villages pool hill water,
bid goodbye todry daysmz

Jkhand Hamlets
Earn Praise In
‘Mann Ki Baat’

ASRP.Mukesh
@timesgroup.com

Ranchi: Aara and Keram,
twin villages on Ranchi’s
outskirts, shot to fame re-
cently when Prime Minister
Narendra Modi chose them
for praise during his month-
ly ‘Mann Ki Baat' pro-
gramme. The villages, Modi
said, had channeled and con-
served rainwater flowing
down from a nearby hill, us-
ing it for drinking and irri-
gation purposes.

Local residents said they

STREAM OF CONSCIOUSHESS Villagers construct a minur

Mukesh Kumar Bhatt

check-dam using loose boulders to retain rainwater

were inspired after a visitin
2016 to Ralegaon Siddhi, the
native village of social activ-
ist Anna Hazare in Maha-

rashtra. Today, Aara and Ke-
ram have enough water even
when monsoon plays truant.

Ramesh Bediya, head of
the village forest conserva-
tion committee, said inthree

months since February this the Lok Sabha polls. Howev-
year, they managed tocreate  er, rather than wasting time,
around 650 check-dams to we began building minor
channel wa- check dams by
ter running MAKE INDIA using  loose
down from — boulders
Domba Pa- W A-I-_I_ R available  in
har B plenty in the
He said, hills and for-
“We first ap- P O S I T l V E estshere. Alto-
proached the A times or inpia niTIATIVE  gether 150 peo-
government ple worked on

(MNREGA department) to
approve the project. They
hailed our plan but asked us
to wait as the model code of
conduct was in place due to

thisinturnsdaily.” Themove
has also helped them grow
crops round the year.

Suraj Karmali, a resi-
dent of Aara village, said,

“Earlier, I only used to do
farming during the kharif
season. But last year I took
up vegetable farming too as
there isenough water.”

In many ways, Aara and
Keram are idyllic as well as
ideal villages. What's helped
them, thevillagers said, was
their faithful devotion to the
“six principles for develop-
ment” — shramdaan (mass
movement), nasha-bandi
(noalcohol), nas-bandi(fam-
ily planning), charai-bandi
(no uncontrolled grazing),
kulhad-bandi (no felling of
trees) and lota-bandi (no
open defecation). The two
clusters are “alcohol and to-
bacco free”, as some posters
loudly proclaim.

One cannot miss notice
boards put up prominently
at various places that an-
nounce adherence to the six
principles. Every resident
has to live by these rules,
failing which the gram sab-
ha imposes a fine of Rs 1,001
at thefirst offence, with sub-
sequent violations leading
to severance from govern-
ment schemes.
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Indialogs hottest J uly ever; warmer
nights key factor, shows IMD data

« letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHE: The mean temperature
for July was the highest ever in
India, according to data with the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment(IMD). It was the high mini-
mumornight time temperature,
and not the maximum tempera-
ture, which contributed to July
recording the highest mean tem-
perature onrecord.

The mean temperature for
July was 28.65°C. The previous
record wasin2015whenthemean
was28.64°C, and in1987when the
mean temperature was 28.62°C,
both El Nino years. This year
again, weak El Nino conditions
are prevailing. El Nino is a cli-
mate pattern characterised by
above normal sea surface tem-
peratures over the equatorial
Pacific Ocean which contributes
to above normal land tempera-
furesin the tropical latitudes.

“The high minimum tempera-
tures this July contributed to
highmean temperature. Thiswas
mainly a result of clouding at
nighttime in thefirstand second
week of July in many partsofthe
country which trapped the heat of
thesurface, The mean maximum
temperature of 32.40°C this year
was also the third highest on
record,” said AK Srivastava,
head, climate research division,
IMD Pune.

Themean temperaturein June
was 30.26°C, the fourth highest
since 1901 after 1958 (30.33°C),
2014(30.33°C)and 1926(30.31°C).

According to IMD’s Climate
Diagnostics Bulletin of India for
June, Guwahati, Jhansi, Kota,
Pilani, Bhopal, Guna, Gwalior,
Aurangabad, Baramati, Karwar
and Kozhikode recorded the
highest temperature for the
month. Jhansi recorded 48°C
compared to the previous record
of47.8°Cin1924.

Thedelay inonsetand uneven
distribution of monsoon rains,
which are having a massive
impact on agriculture, are also
linked toglobal temperaturerise,
scientists said.

The maximum temperature
anomaly in June was more than
2°C over parts of Jharkhand,
Bihar, east UP, Gangetic West
Bengal, Odisha, Chhattisgarh,
Marathawada, Vidarbha, MP,
Uttarakhand, HP, west Rajast-
han, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry,
coastal AndhraPradeshand Ray-
alaseema. It was more than 3°C

= An aerial view oﬂ!\e ﬂooded stme&s after heavy raInI’aIl in Vadodara on Friday ANI

over partsof Vidarbha, Madhya
Pradesh, Jharkhand and Bihar,
the bulletinadded.

The minimum temperature
was above normal over most
partsofthe country except J&K,
Lakshadweepand someisolated
places.

“Thisyear, India saw episodes
of extreme heat in June and an
unusual monsoon pattern.
Chururecorded51.3°ConJune2,
thehighestever; Palam observa-
tory had also recorded 48°C on
June 10... Monsoon onset was
very late, there were hardly any
rains till mid June. Itended with
a33% deficit but unusually high
rainsinsomeregionsinJuly led
toabove averagerainsinJuly at
104%,"” said Mahesh Palawat, vice
president, climateand meteorol-
ogy, Skymet Weather.

“This time we noticed that a
significant part of the month’s
expected rainfall was received
onlyinafewdaysin Mumbaiand
some other parts of the west
coast. Mumbai rains were unu-
sual. There are heavy rains in
Gujarat now, which happens
almost every year in some parts
of the state,” said KJ Ramesh,
former director general of mete-
orology atIMD.

Referringtothe World Meteor-
ological Organisation’s latest
analysis, UN Secretary-General
Anténio Guterres on Thursday
said the findingsfor this year are
“even more significant because
theprevioushottest month, July
2016, occurred during one of the
strongest E1Nifio's ever. Thatis
not the case this year. All of this
means we are on track for the
period from 2015t0 2019 tobe the
five hottest years on record...”

‘North, Central ma

y get

heavy rains in 2-3 days

« letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHE Widespread and heavy
rains are likely over parts of
north and central India in the
nexttwotothreedays, theIndia
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said on Friday.

“Afresh low pressureareais
likely todevelop over northeast
Bay of Bengal around August 4
and is likely to become more
marked subsequently,” said the
IMD bulletin.

Fairly widespread rainfall,
with isolated “heavy to very
heavy falls”, are likely over Pun-
jab,Haryana, HP, Uttarakhand,
east Rajasthan, west UP, MP,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Telan-
gana, Vidarbha, central Maha-
rashtra, Konkan, Goa and the
Gujarat regionin the nexttwoto
threedays.

“Isolated extremely heavy
falls are also likely over north
Konkan and Ghat areas of Mad-
hya Maharashtra during the
nextthreedays,” itadded.

There is 9% deficiency inmon-
soon rains as on August 1 over
the long period average (LPA)
during the monsoon months in
the 1951-2000 period, with the
highest in peninsular India at
19%. Rainfall over the countryis
likely to be 100% of the LPA in
August and September with an
error margin of +/-8%, the IMD
said on Thursday evening. Inits
long range forecast for the sec-

ond halfofthe monsoon season,
the IMD said rainfall in Augustis
likely to be99%, with +/-9% error
margin.Italsoreiterateditsear-
lier forecast for the June-Sep-
tember monsoon season to be
96% of LPA.

On El Nino, the IMD report
said, “Currently, the sea surface
temperatures as well as the
atmospheric conditions over
equatorial Pacific Ocean indi-
cate El Nino Southern Oscilla-
tion neutral to borderline El
Nifio conditions. The latest fore-
casts... global models indicate
that these conditions are likely
to continue during the remain-
ingpartofthe monsoon season.”
ElNinoisaclimate pattern char-
acterised by above-normal sea
surface temperatures over the
equatorial Pacific Ocean, which
contributes to above-normal
land temperatures in the tropi-
cal latitudes.

El Nino years in India are
linked to below-normal mon-
soonrains and higher than nor-
mal frequency of heat waves.

“Deficiency will remain even
ifthereis 100% rainfall in the sec-
ond half of the monsoon. The
June deficiency has reduced
after the July rains. We are
maintaining the forecast of93%
of LPA for the entire monsoon
season. Only 45days are left for
the season,” said Mahesh Pala-
wat, vice president, climate
change and meteorology,
Skymet Weather.
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67 habitations cut off in Godavari districts

Level to cross warmng mark in Telangana; inflow from Maharashrra dams affects villages in Karnataka

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
VHAYAWADAIBBLAGAVI

The flood in the Godavari in-
creased at Bhadrachalam on
Friday evening when com-
pared to Thursday and it is
expected to further increase
on Saturday. The authorities
announced that the water le-
vel in the river at the temple
‘town in Andhra Pradesh had
touched 40.8 feet at 6 p.m.
and it was likely to cross the
first warning mark of 43 feet
in the night.

As a discharge of 7.13 lakh
cusecs was recorded at the
Sir Arthur Cotton Barrage at
Dowleswaram at 6 p.m. on
Friday, the irrigation author-
ities predicted that the flood
would increase to 8.5 lakh
cusecs by Saturday evening.

The number of habita-
tions marooned by flood wa-
ters in Polavaram and Yele-
rupadu mandals in West
Godavari district increased
from 19 to 33.

The water level at the Po-
lavaram dam site also rose to
48 feet with over two lakh

Dangerous scenario: Flood water inundates a villa
of Telangana's East Godavari district. =s ramsasy

cusecs flowing through the
48 crest gate vents of the in-
complete spillway resulting
in a marked reduction in the
flood impact on the coffer
dams

As many as 34 riverside
habitations in Devipatnam
mandal in East Godavari dis-
trict were totally cut off.

Even the Krishna river
witnessed flood during the
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day. The Almatti dam, re-
corded an inflow of 2.24 lakh
cusecs and 2.3 lakh cusecs
was released to prevent over-
flow of water.

Fear in Karnataka

Farmers in Belagavi of Kar-
nataka have been on tenter-
hooks after reports of a mi-
nor earthquake near Koyna

_in Maharashtra, around 250

LS passes Dam
Safety Bill 4-%

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha on Friday
passed the Dam Safety Bill,
2019 by a voice vote.

The Bill seeks to provide
for institutional mechan-
ism for surveillance, in-
spection, operation and
maintenance of specified
dams across the country.

Speaking in the House,
Jal Shakti Minister Gajen-
dra Singh Shekhawat said
the Centre had no inten-
tion of taking over the pow-

. ers of States through the
* draft law, adding that “Wa-
ter is a State subject.”
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ge in Devipatnam mandal in the Agency area

km from here, though there
is no specific advisory relat-
ing to it.

The district administra-
tion has sounded a high alert
following heavy rain and wa-
ter release from Maharash-
tra. A quake measuring 3.1
on the Richter scale was re-
corded near Koyna on Thurs-
day at 9.30 p.m.

Aweek ago, the Karnataka

|l O o ) e |

government had asked farm-
ers to move away from rivers
and low-lying areas. Water
released from the dam in
Koyna reaches Belagavi dis-
trict in three days. The dam
has a total impounding ca-
pacity of 105 tmeft of water.
Now, it has a storage of 80
tmcft. Water is being re--
leased at the rate of around.
2,000 cusecs from the dam
every day.

Maharashtra is releasing
water at the rate of 1.97 lakh

_cusecs from reservoirs into

the Knishna, following heavy
rain in Konkan and western

Maharashtra.

Meanwhile, heavy rain
continued to lash parts of Be-
lagavi district. As many as 14
bridges and barrages conti-
nue to remain under water.

Heavy rain and water re-
lease from reservoirs have af-
fected 32 villages fully and 37
villages partially. The district
administration  estimates
around 3.26 lakh people in
these villages to be affected
in some way. \
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Locals wade through a flooded field near Anandpur Sahib.

Sutlej tributary
floods dozen +*
Ropar villages

Tnmm NEwsS SERVICE

ANANDPUR SAHIB, AUGUST 2
Fields in nearly a dozen vil-
lages near the town were
flooded when the water lev-
el in the Swan river, a tribu-
tary of the Sutlej, rose
sharply due to heavy rains
in the region on Friday.

The affected villages are
Lodhipur, Mataur, Hariwal,
Ballowal, Mehndli Kalan,
Gajpur, Nikkuwal, Amarpur
Bera and Chandpur Bela.

During monsoon, around
10,000 cusecs of water flows
in the Swan, which originates
from Una in Himachal
Pradesh and merges with the
Sutlej near Algran village.

At 9 am on Friday, 35,000
cusecs of water flow was
recorded in the Sutlej while
49,000 cusecs in the Swan due
to heavy rains in its catchment
area, However, when the Swan
water merged with the Sutlej

- near Algaran village, it crossed
" the damaged bundh at Lod-

hipur village and flooded the
fields in the area.

Notably, the villagers have
been facing weather vagaries
since 2010, when 1,000-feet
stretch of Lodhipur bundh
was damaged in floods.
Though the then Deputy
Chief Minister Sukhbir
Badal visited the spot and
promised to repair it, nothing
has been done so far. Since
then almost every year the
crops are damaged in these
villages during monsoon.

Later in 2011, the Direc-
torate of Irrigation and Power
Research, Amritsar, had con-
ducted a survey on the flow of
rivers and its impact in the
area. On the basis of the sur-
vey, a-proposal to construct a
new bundh at Lodhipur (cost-
ing Rs 13.43 crore) was sub-
mitted to the government,
nut to no avail.

Even the promises made by
former MP Prem Singh Chan-
dumajra to channel the river

Singh Garewal, who along
with the officials of the
Drainage, Irrigation and Rev-
enue Departments visited the
affected villages, said the situ-
ation had improved as the flow
of water in the Swan reduced
to 11,000 cusecs by Friday
evening. He said the Revenue
Department officials had been
directed to assess the crop
damage and submit a report.






