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’ idespread heavy
d rain in Tamil
ide Nadu after alull
25 R wreaked havoc
with more than 20 people los-
ing their lives in various parts

oi the state.

Atleast 17 people died as
Jthree houses collapsed at
Nadur village in Met-
tupalayam in Coimbatore
districton Monday following
torrential rain.

£ Therescue operations to
- pulloutthose trapped inside
+ therubble are still in progress.
. Over the past three days,
five people have lost theirlives
in delta districts of Tiruval-
lur, Thoothukudi and
fRamanathapuram in the
; State in accidents related to
 heavy downpour.
!\  Heavy rain have been
{ lashing many parts of Tamil
:Nadu over the last 48 hours.
« In view of this, district
s collectors across the state have
declared holidays for schools
yand colleges. The capital
;Chennai, which is facing
’ severe draught also received
. good amount of rain during
scthe last 48 hours.

Tamil Nadu chief minis-
ter Edappadi K Palaniswami
expressed his deepest con-
dolences to the family of
the deceased and announced
a compensation of Rs 4 lakh
each to the family of the
deceased.

The Mettupalayam inci-
dent happened in the wee
hours of Monday. According
to sources, a compound wall
collapsed, trapping the res-
idents inside the debris.

eccan Cronicle
[0 The Economic Times (New Delhi)
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The wall crumbled to
the ground due to the tor-
rential rains that have been
lashing the area for the last
two days.

The deceased include 10
females, five males and two
children.

Bodies have been taken
outoftherubble and sent to
the Government Hospitalin
Mettupalayam.

The fire and rescue ser-
vices persennel are at the
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spot, trying to rescue those
who have been trapped under
the debris. Search is on to
ascertain whether more peo-
pleare trapped in the debris
of the walls and houses that
collapsed.

According to famous
weather blogger Tamil nadu
weatherman aka Pradeep
John, Mettupalayam received
180 mm of rainfall during the
24 hours ending at 8 am on
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On Saturday, a 70-year-old
man died after a wall col-
lapsed on him at Melattur vil-
lage in Thanjavur district
due to continuous rains.

The Indian Meteorolog-
ical Department has forecast
more rains in the next two
days across Tamil Nadu.

Meanwhile, a flood alert
has beenissued to people liv-
ing on the banks of the river
Bhavani in western districts
of Tamil Nadu even as the
Bhavani Sagar dam, built
across it, has brimmed fol-
lowing torrential rains in
catchment areas, officials
said on Monday.

“The Bhavani Sagar Dam
water level is at Full Reser-
voir Level and there has
been heavy rainin catchment
areas of Bhavani Sagar Dam
and there is' possibility of
heavy rain in the next 24
hours. 5

Precautionary steps may
be taken and release from
dam done accordingly after
informing the downstream
areas,” an advisoryissued to
Erode, Namakkal and Karur
by R Saravanan, Executive
Engineer, Southern Rivers
Division, Central Water Com-
mission. stated.

Monday.
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Cyclone in Arabian

Sea could drench Nitish set to bégin TJal Jivan

TN, Kerala this week

ANJALIMARAR
PUNE, DECEMBER 2

ANOTHER CYCLONIC storm is
likely to develop in the Arabian
Sea by Wednesday. If so, it would
be the-third cyclonic storm after
cyclones Kyarr and Maha to form
hereinjustoveramonth, Thesys-
tem could indirectly revive the

Northeast monsoon and cause -

rainfall over the southern states
this week.

India Meteorological
Department(IMD)stated that this
system, which is headed towards
the Somalia coast, is set to concen-

trateintoadepressionby Tuesday -

and intensify intoa cyclonic storm
by December 4. As a result of the
fresh brewing storm, the
Northeast monsoon would get
further activated.

IMD has forecast heavy rain- -

fall mainly over Tamil Nadu,
Karaikal, Puducherry and Kerala
till December 6. On Monday,
some of the very heavy rainfall
amounts (for 24 hours) was re-
ported at Coimbatore (180mm),
Coonoor (133.8mm),
Thottambedu (104mm),
Taliparamba (98mm), Tada
(96mm), Mahe (89mm),
Srikalahasti (84mm). >
The Northeast monsoon had
remained subdued during most
of November, but the rainfall dis-

After west,
south may
@ bearbrunt

EXPLAINE

CYCLONES KYARR and

Maha had formed in

October-end and early

November, respectively,

and caused widespread
. rainfall along the coun-

_ try’s west coast, particu-
larly Karnataka and
Mabharashtra. For the first
time since 1965, these
two cyclonic storms
formed and raged simul-
taneously in the sea.In
fact, Kyarr was only the
second super-cyclone in
the Arabian Sea to be

formed after Cyclone
Gonu in 2007.

tributions so far has remained -
spatially appreciable. &

Since its onset on October 17
this year; rainfall recorded during
the present Northeast monsoon
season has either been normal or
above normal in the southern
states. ;

Barring coastal 'Andhra
Pradesh (- 7 per cent), all other
sub-divisions recorded normal
rainfall suggested IMD's rainfall
datatill December 2.

~

and Hariyali’ yatra today

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA, DECEMBER 2

BIHAR CHIEF Minister Nitish
Kumar is all set to begin his ‘Jal
Jivanand Hariyali’ (water, life and
greenery) yatra on Tuesday.
Nitish will begin the yatra
from Champaran, aiming to play
up the symbolism of Mahatma
Gandhi’s -
Satyagraha. He will cover all 38
districts of the state in several
phases, starting with West

“Champaran, East Chamapran,

Siwan and Gopalganj in the
first leg.

Each day of the yatra will see
a public meeting on environ-
ment preservation and planting
of trees under the ‘Jal, Jivan and
Hariyali’ mission — recently
launched by the Department of
Environment, Forestand Climate

Champaran

g

BiharCM
will start
yatra from
Champaran

Change. ; ;
Nitish will also lay the foun-
dation of several development
schemes and review existing
ones, including the beautifica-
tion of ponds and fishery
projects. 3
The principal opposition
party RJD has termed the yatra
“yet another political exercise at
the expense of public money”
and has demanded a white pa-
per on “money spent-on previ-
ous halfadozenyatras” by Nitish
over last 14 years.
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HP Govt decides to

sell water of Yamuna

Shimla: The Himachal Pradesh
Cabinet on Monday approved
signing of an MoU to sell
water from the Yamuna, an
official spokesperson said.

The State Government
would earn %21 crore per
annum from this decision.

In a meeting chaired by
Chief Minister ]al Ram Thakur,
the State Cabinet gave its con-
sent to sign the memorandum
of understanding (MoU) to
sell the water of Yamuna from
the State’s share at Tajewala cor-
ridor, the spokesperson said.

However, the spokesperson

did not provide details of
whom the water would be sold

to and with whom this MoU

would be signed.

The Cabinet also decided
to fill up as many as 3,636 posts
of JBT, <Classical and

Vernacular (C&V) and TGT

categories of teachers in ele-

mentary education depart-

ment, he added.

These posts will be filled up
on contract basis as per the
Recruitment and Promotion
Rules. PII
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Water purification: Why MoEF is wary of imposing curbs on RO tech

Despite the SC diktat on TDS threshold
for use of the tech, the Ministry says it's
beyond its remit to impose any ban

MAITRI PORECHA

NewDelhi, Decernber 2

In May this year, the Supreme
Court upheld the National
Green Tribunal's (NGT) order
prohibiting the use of RO in
cases where the total dissolved
solids (TDS) measure in water is
less than 500 mgflitre.

TDS are naturally present or-
ganic or inorganic substances
smaller than two micrometers,
including those substances that
occur duetonatural weathering
of rocks and soil, which find
theirwayinto water,

Water Quality Association In-
dia, which inclades stakehold-
ers from RO companies, moved
the SC against the NGT's orders.
Subsequently, the SC asked the
RO companies, through an or-
der issued on November 22, to
submit representations to the
MoEF, before asking the Min-

istry to issue a notification on
prohibition. However, the Min-

istry of Environment and

Forests (MoEF) is reluctant to
prohibit the usage of reverse os-
mosis (RO} technology for puri-
fyingwater. |

A senior MofF official told
Businessline: “The MoFEF is not
anagency that can ban techno-
logy. Itcan guide about the ilkef-
fectsof a product butcannoten-
force abanonanymethod.”

Wastage of drinking water

The primary complaint against
the the RO technology, as has
been argued by TFriends’,a non-
profit, in the green court since
2015, is the huge wastage of wa-
ter, up to 80 per cent, as it gets
purified through methods such
as hyper-filtration. During the
process, only concentrated solu-
tion of water is available for

The primary complaint against RO technology is the huge wastage
of water, up to 80 per cent, inthe process of hyper-filtration

drinking, while majority of the
water content is discarded. For
example, according to docu-
ments submitted in the SC, re-
viewed by Businessline, Tata
Power Dethi Distribution Comi-
pany (TPDDC) admitted thet
huge ROsinstalled by several in-
stitutions contribute to short-
age of safe drinking water for
people, and wastage from such
RO systems is around 2,32,500
litres per day.

While the SC and the NGT

have asked the MoEFto come up
with a notification by December
31, the MoEF official said that is-
suing such a notification may
notbe possible.

The NGT will hear the matter,
and take stock of the progress
made, on January 10 next year,
The SC, in its order, said that the
stakeholders including the RO
companies are to submit their
representations to the MoEF by
December 2. “Once the repres-
entations of the RO companies

come in, we will examine them
and then accordingly proceed,”
MoEFs Secretary, CK Mishra,
told Businessline.

The MoEF official added that
under the Environment Protec-
tion Act, 1986, the Ministry is re-
sponsible for checking the qual-
ity of effluents and discharge,
but not impose any bans. “The
Central Pollution Control Board
is mandated to ensure that the
discharge (including that of RO
water) complies with standards
set for domestic and industry
purpeses. Hitdoesnot, the CPCB
takes action,” said the official.

Though the MoEF is reluctant
to prohibit theuse of ROtechno-
logy, while providing the expert
committee report, of which it
was a part, it said:“The RO tech-
nologyis notrequired for places
having piped water supplies
from rivers, lakes, ponds where
TDS levels are far lower than
ground water sources. Installa-
tion of RO plants isadvisable for
sources having TDS levels above
500 mgjlitre, but for below 500

‘mgllitre TDS levels, ultrafiltra-

tion technology clubbed with
ultraviolet radiation suffices.”

On November 4, in an order,
the NGT told the MoEF that the
delay in compliance is causing
harm to public health and
environment.

“the Ministry is working.,
whose salary will be stopped
and whose not is not the ques-
tion,” said MoEF's Joint Secret-
ary, Jigmet Takpa, who was
asked to be present during the
NGT hearing for fixing of
responsibility.

‘Unwarranted bar’
Meanwhile, industry sources
said that any kind of ban on the
use of RO technology is unwar-
ranted. Oneofits keyarguments
has been that even if TDS is
within the 500gm/! limit, the
water may contain other con-
taminantssuch as heavy metals,
pesticides and micro-plastics.

{(with inputs from Meenakshi
verma Ambwani)
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