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NEW DELHI: This was the second
wettest January for Delhi in the
lastdecade, showsdatafromthe

i“India Meteorological Depart-

ment (IMD).

The Safdarjung observatory,
considered toberepresentative of
Delhi’s weather, recorded 48.1
mmrainfall till Wednesday. This
is148% morethan thenormal19.3
mm rainfall the city normally
receivesin January.

The observatory recorded
8mm rainfall in just one day,
accordingtothe Met department.

Thewettest January of thedec-
adeforDelhiwaslastyear, when
thecityreceived 54.1 mmrainfall
over five days. This year, even
December wasunusually wet for
Delhi, with the city receiving

| 277%abovenormalrainfallatthe
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Safdarjungobservatory.

The city usually receives the
highestamount of winterrainfall
in February, when the normal
long-period average rainfall is
22.1mm.

“Thisyear, the northernplains'

and thenortheast received more
than normal rainfall. Delhi
received the second highest Jan-
uary rainfall this yearin thelast
10years. There have been several
Western Disturbances one after
the other since November 3. The
next WDisafeebleoneandisnot
likely tobringrain over Delhiand
northIndia, butthere will betwo
or three WDsin February,” said
Mahesh Palawat, vice-president
of meteorology and climate
change at the private weather
forecaster Skymet Weather.
Nineteen states other than
Delhialsorecorded excess—60%
or more than the normal—rain-

fall this January.

“There have already been
eightornine westerndisturban-
cesthismonth. Usually thereare
only about three in January.
These WDs have broughtrainfall
notjusttoDelhibuttomuchofthe
Gangetic plains, the Himalayan
region, Jammuand Kashmirand
Ladakh,and the Northeast,” said
DrRK Jenamani, senior scientist
atthe IMD.

A Western Disturbance is a
stormoriginatingin the Mediter-
raneanregion thatbrings winter
rainstothe subcontinent.

Light to moderate rainfall is
expected to continue in parts of
Delhi, Punjab, Haryana, Chandi-
garh, Uttar Pradesh, northern
parts of Madhya Pradesh and
over partsofeast India till Thurs-
day. Another feeble WD will
develop by Friday, which will
bringrainin Himalayan region.

' This month was Delhi’s second-wettest Jan in 10 Yéars

Winter rain comes early

Rain received is 148% more than the normal 19.3mm
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SNOW TREAT
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764 roa(fs closedin

350 HRTC routes hit; dry weather predmtéd till F@b )

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, JANUARY 29
Normal life was crippled in
upper Shimla areas follow-
ing fresh snowfall. As many
as 764 roads, including four
national highways, were
closed in the state. Out of
these, the maximum 539
were closed in Shimla zone,
followed by Kangra zone
(140) and Mandi zone (81).
Due to this, 369 machines,
including 297 JCBs, have
been pressed into service
and 287 roads are likely to
be opened today. The total

loss to public property this =
winter season has increased

to Rs 160.36 crore. As many
as 350 routes of the HRTC
have been affected and 47
buses are stranded.

Kufri and Mashobra roads
have been opened for small
vehicles but roads are
blocked at Narkanda, Khid-
ki and Kharapathar, said

- Shimla SP Omapati Jamw-

al, adding that people
should refrain from travel-
ling on Kufri and Mashobra

- roads after evening hours.
All roads in Shimla 01ty

297]CBs have been
pressed into service

HAIL DAMAGES CROPS

have been opened on priori-
ty, said Deputy Commission-
er, Shimla, Amit Kashyap.
Efforts have been made to

ensure adequate supply of ‘

essential items in Shimla

and surroundmg areas.

‘Khadral received 46 cm of -
snow followed by Kufri and

Kothi with 45 ¢cm each of
snow, Kalpa with 26 cm,
Theog 22 cm, Dalhousie 16
cm, Sumdo and Mashobra
with 15 cm each of snow.

Widespread rains lashed
the region and Solan was
the wettest with 60 mm of
rains, followed by Rajgarh
with 56 mm, Ghumarwin
and Dharamsala 50 mm
each, Banjar 48 mm,
Palampur 47 mm, Pach-
had, Jatton Barrage and
Gaggal with 37 mm each,
Shimla and Kasauli with
‘36 mm each. :

The minimum tempera-

tures decreased by 1 to 2

degrees Celsius and Keylong

at minus 5.7 degrees Celcius

was the coldest at night, fol-

lowed by Kufri at minus 4.4

degrees and Kalpa at minus
3.5 degrees Celsius.

The local Meteorological
Department has predicted dry
weather in the state till Febru-
ary 3. Tourists made a beeline
for the state capital Shimla
and the hotel occupancy

increased by 20 per cent. .
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The prime minister's pet mega—pmject relies heavily
on state governments and local communities

muumnm;mmm

mneeemberwhﬂa inaugurat-
ing the Atal Bh u}al‘lo{aha- 2
scheme for India’s groundwater

. resources — Prime Minister Narendra

‘Modi said he undaxstood the pain
of water scarcity, having
wkt; it in !ﬂg home state
%ﬂ&mmmxymﬁwmm
country facing water shortage
and the other half the problem
ofexceas.
&m of this twin challenge,
declared detailed

guidelines
furpmwagmncmnathe!d tap

" connection to the entire country by

2024, which would require tailormade
solutions for each region.

According to government's esti-
mates, this means reaching

said Sashi Shekhar, former water

resources secretary and co-chairman
of the task force. :

This is one of the major chanenaes
of implementing a scheme of such scale
in a time-bound manner. While most
states have agreed to come on board,
there are concerns the Centre-led pro-
g:'amme should not get entangled in

state-level bureaucracies and their indi-

vidual Jal (water) board setups.

. “Responsibility of water supply is
assigned to state water boards, which
as experience suggests, invariably go
for major projects which often do not
provide least cost, sustainable solu-
tions with community ownership,”
Shekhar added.

The broad contours of the Jal
Jeevan Mission have stated that
states will have a definite operations

and maintenance policy

out to some 146 million rural especially to meet with
households that do not have requirements such as
tap water coverage. Experts monthly energy cost of
say the actual number could piped  water  supply
be much higher, makthgthe scheme, by ensuring cost
job no easier. bk recovery from user groups
At this stage, megom FiRé: and thereby avoiding any
ment has announced a ¥al unwanted burden on the
whopping budget of 3.6 tril- . d 17 public exchequer.
tion for the programme of | YW Every village will have
which the central share will e to prepare an action plan
be 2,08 trillion. The Jal . that will have three com-

Shakti ministry has also set up a task
force of bureaucrats, former officials
and sector experts to analyse various
drinking water programmes and ascer-
tain whether substantial investments
into such schemes have delivered sat—
isfactory results.

The task force has already held
four rounds of meetings and will give
its recommendations for fine-tuning
the Jal Jeevan Mission implementa-
tion strategy.

“We can only give a prescription
but the medicine has to be adminis-
tered by the states and communities,”

ponents: Water source & its mainte-
nance, water supply and grey water
management. No  expenditure
towards operation and maintenance
cost of the schemes such as electricity
charges, salary of regular staff and
purchase of land will be allowed out
of the central share,

This brings us to the second big chal-
lenge: Community participation. Much
of the success of the scheme depends
on communities not only being proac-
tive at the planning stage buf also agree-
ing to pay for the water and other oper-
ation and maintenance costs.

Once the assets are created through
a one-time government investment, it
will fall upan communities, gaing down
to the gram panchayat level, to manage
and operate. Not only do they have to
be willing but also be equipped and
capable of taking such responsibility.

Industry experts feel that the gov-
ernment has provided everything over
the last 70 years such as handpumps
and the shift to utility-based model,
that comes at a fee, would require a
behavioural change.

The government is likely to ask
civil society to have a dialogue with
the locals in areas where functional
household tap connections are miss-
ing and to build consensus within
the community.

Financially, the Jal Jeevan Mission
feels secure. Bharat Lal, Jal Jeevan
Mission Director and additional secre-
tary, Jal Shakti Ministry, told Business
Standard, “The government is com-
mitted to funding the scheme. Money
is not an issue. We have to ensure prop-

in.. Business Standard, New Delhi wd. 2001 :R020

‘Tap water for all: Ground-level challen

| Average rainfall
3,6 million

L % of world water
18% of world popniation

132 Rankin per capita
water availability

er utilisation.”

While the task force has started to
visit states to collect water-refated
data, Lal said that the initial response
will be to go for low-hanging fruit. For
instance, projects that are close to
compietion but remain unfinished
can be taken up on priority. The gov-
ernment teams will also assess the
ground and surface water availability
in areas and consider providing con-
nections to nearby areas where there
is ample supply.

In order to understand local con-
cerns, the government is also scanning
Parliament questions of the past five
years, with NGOs and inter-
national organisations such as Unicef
and WaterAid India in cities including
Chandigarh, Gandhinagar, Puri,
Guwahati and Bengaluru.

Another major challenge facing the
authorities is the guality of water avail-
able. Not only does the Department of
Water Resources lack adequate data of

the overall water avallability in the

mapping of aquifers

~ country, including
Wich picked up only recently, there

isn'tenough work on studyingthgmn-
tamination of water bodies, water
experts say.

Indja is believed to be the highest
extractor of groundwater — drawing
more water than the US and China
combined. With so many claimants
‘human, cattle, agriculture and industry

— for the same catchment area of
groundwater, Jal Jeevan Mission is
mtm all the right miaes about
sustainability”

‘Narendra Modl's dream pmiect

after Swachch Bharat has all his atten-
tion, not unlike the building toilets
mission or Aayushman Bharat. “PM is
keeping a close watch and cabinet sec-
retary is reviewing the progress every
month,” officials said. Indications are
that the project could soon come
under PRAGATI — the multi-modal
platform chaired by the PM for timely
implementation of important govern-
“ment schemes.

However, the 2024 deadline seems
slightly compressed. Many feel that it
may be too short a time to have behav-
foral change and coordination at the
grassroot level to achieve 100 per cent
target. “When there is a deadline, data
does get fudged to show the right num-
bers,” an official who did not wish to be
named said.

Whilein some states stich as Gujarat,
Odisha and Bihar, the Jal Shakti
Ministry feels, implementation will be
easier owing to political consensus, the
lack of it will make things difficult in
say West Bengal. Also, dearth of water,
infrastructure, arsenic contamination
will pose a challenge in states including
Uttar Pradesh, Assam and Maharashtra
among others. To make things attrac-
tive for states, there may be rewards and
incentives on the way.

The tall task can be accomplished,
but all entities including the govern-
ment, both at the Centre and states, as
well as local communities and technol-
ogy — will have to come together for it
to become a reality.
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Dying wetlands

With the Ramsar Convention adding 10 more wedandsin
India as sites of international importance, this should help
put renewed focus on the wetlands and the immeasurable
ecological services they provide. The latest additions have
taken the number of Ramsar sites in the country to 37.
While the Centre has termed it as recognition of the Gov-
ernment’s efforts towards conservation and rejuvenation of
wetlands, it needs to do much more to ensure that these
water-bodies are preserved from human vandalism and
manages sustainably. This is because many pristine wet-
lands across the country are bearing the brunt of so-called
development and unbridled anthropogenic pressures. The
Government has to play a key role in easing the mounting
pressures on these water-bodies with the help of local com-
munities as important stakeholders. Wetlands declared as
Ramsar sites are supposed to be protected under strict
guidelines but —as the plight of the Deepor Beel in Assam
would corroborate —rules and regulations are often thrown
to the wind with the tacit support of the authorities.

The wide-ranging resources and ecosystem services
provided by wetlands in the form of food, water, fibre, ground-
water recharge, water purification, flood moderation, ero-
sion control and climate regulation are often ignored. Wet-
lands, in fact, are a major source of water, with our main
supply of freshwater coming from the wetlands which help
soak rainfall and recharge groundwater. In Assam in partic-
ular which enjoys a vast network of wetlands, their manage-
ment has been appalling to say the least. Indeed, it reflects
poorly on the Government and the administration that many
of our pristine wetlands are undergoing a process of irre-
versible degradation in the face of growing anthropogenic
pressures and indiscriminate industrial activities. The
present-day pathetic state of once-pristine wetlands such
as Deepor Beel, Silsako Beel and the two Sola Beels —all
located within the city’s municipality precincts — exempli-
fies the utter neglect meted out to the water-hodies. Large-
scale encroachment together with the authorities’ thought-
less endorsement of a development process that is unsci-
entific and self-defeating in the long run is fast reducing
these wonders of nature into shadows of their former
selves. Our authorities with their myopic vision are unable
to comprehend — let alone appreciate — the wide-ranging
services that the water-bodies provide, with the result P
that these lungs of the city have been choked with indis-
criminate industrial and developmental activities. The Gov-
ernment had adopted the Guwahati Water-bodies (Pres-
ervation and Conservation) Act more than a decade back
but the prevailing situation makes a mockery of the au-
thorities’ oft-repeated commitment to protect the water-
bodies. For restoring the dying wetlands and putting them
to sustainable use — which in turn can economically em-
power the communities ~ it is imperative that anthropo-
genic and industrial pressures are halted, as long-term
survival of the wetlands is intrinsically linked to reducing
human interference on their fragile ecosystem.
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