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Several MPs say Centre is encroaching on a State subject

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Opposition MPs in the Lok
Sabha on Monday expressed
deep reservation about the
Centre’s decision to intro-
duce the Dam Safety Bill,
2019, saying that the legisla-
tion, which is ostensibly
aimed at providing uniform
safety measures across the
country, will undermine the
powers of the State govern-
ments since water is a State
subject.

Jal Shakti Minister Gajen-
dra Singh Shekhawat, who
introduced the Bill, argued
that the Centre was empo-
wered to enact a law on the
subject, especially as 92% of
the dams involved two or
more States, and Article 246
and 56 empowered the
Centre to intervene.

Several members, includ-
ing four from the Congress —
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury,
Shashi Tharoor, Manish Te-
wari and Gaurav Gogoi —

Inter-State issue: A view of the Mullaperiyar Dam on the

Periyarin Kerala. «g.JoTHI RAMALINGAM

voiced their apprehension
about the Bill. The Biju Jana-
ta Dal’s B. Mahtab said while
there could be no disagree-
ment over the basic concern
of dam safety, the Centre
was trying to “appropriate”
the powers of the State in
the case of this particular le-
gislation and urged it to re-
consider the move.
Trinamool member Sau-
gata Roy, the RSP’s N.K. Pre-
machandran and the DMK’s
A. Raja questioned Parlia-

ment’s competence to enact
such a law.
Mr. Chowdhury, who

leads the Congress in the
Lok Sabha, said the Bill was |
too focused on structural sa- |
fety and not on operational :

safety.

take away control from the
States, Mr. Shekhawat said
the was matter examined by
the Solicitor-General, who
had given the go-ahead.

Asserting that the Centre
had not done anything to

i o
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Groundwater drying u up, few takers
for treated wastewater at city parks

SHIVAMPATEL (i?,@
NEW DELHI, JULY 29 ]
AROUND 200 million gallons per
day(MGD)of treated wastewater,
which could be used for horticul-
ture, has notakersand is being re-
leased into the Yamuna, two sen-
ior Delhi Jal Board (DJB) officials
have told The Indian Express.

The officials added that agen-
cies managing parks in the capi-
tal have been using groundwater
for horticulture, even though

municipal corporations.
ADJB policy prohibits extrac-
tion of groundwater for horticul-

tural purposes, but allows treat-
ment of sewage taken from
nearby parks and other green
belts, and its reuse for gardening.
A senior DJB official said,
“Groundwater levels are stressed.
Despite this, agencies are using
water from borewells and tube-
wells. We've been requesting
them to collect treated waste-
water by either sending tankers
to our sewage treatment plants
(STPs) or by laying pipelines.”
Thedepartment hasinformed

agencies about STPs located

‘within 5 km of parks, he said.
K@Oﬁmnpﬂedearﬂsﬂﬁs
month by the Yamuna monitor-
ing committee, appointed by the
National Green Tribunal (NGT),

Only 89 MGD of treated
water is being used

said only 89 MGD, or less than
20% of the wastewater, is being
uﬁhsedmtafmemm
the DJB.
ial said the capacity of
water recycling has now in-

creased toaround 500 MGD. This
means around 200 MGD of ex-
cess treated wastewater is being
released into the river at the pres-
ent,inadditionto approximately
240MGD flown into it mandato-
rily by the department, according
to the DJB. The Yamuna commit-
tee hasasked the NGT to issue di-
rections on the matter.

DDA vice-chairman Tarun
Kapoor said pipelines for carry-
ing treated wastewater have been
laid in Dwarka, but get choked

- sometimes “because of muck”.

“Insome areas, the water is avail-
able 5 km away. The distance is
killing us. If water was available
within half a kilometre, it would
be more feasible," he said.
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Needed: A trilateral pact
on the Brahmaputra river

India, China and Bangladesh should manage the shared
resource in the region and depoliticise water security

NILANTHI
SAMARANAYAKE

herecent flooding of the Brahmapu-
tra, and China'’s sharing of satellite
data showing flooded districts in
Assam has brought attention to the
needfor better managementofthisimportant
riverbasinby China, India, and Bangladesh.
The Brahmaputrais thefifth-largestriverin
the world by flow. However, unlike the major
river systems of the Indus and the Ganga, it
currently hasnowater-sharing treaty, noris
anagreement under negotiation.

A recent book I co-authored with Satu
Limayeand Joel Wuthnow examines the chal-
lenges faced by the three countries at the
domestic, bilateral, and multilateral levels.
Underscoring theenvironmental and human-
itarian challenges, thebreach of the Brahma-
putra’sembankmentsinmid-July displaced
anestimated 5.8 million peoplein Assam and
400,000 people in northern Bangladesh. Ata
minimum, better forecasting capabilitiesand
data-sharing are required to reduce the
impactoffuture floodingon downstream pop-
ulations.

But the geopolitical stakes are also high,
not least because the Brahmaputra runs
through Arunachal Pradesh, anareadisputed
by China as “Southern Tibet.” India, China,
and Bangladesh havenot yet prioritised this
issue, but continue toallow tensionsin diplo-
maticrelationstocompromise water security
inthisriver basin.

Forexample, Chinaapparently cut offlim-
ited data-sharing with India due to the
Doklam standoff in 2017. The year before,
China announced that it would temporarily
diverttheXiabuquriver—atributary ofthe
Brahmaputra, whichisknownasthe Yarlung
Tsangpo in Tibet—duetotheconstructionof
a dam. Both moves caused alarm among
Indian policymakers and strategistsover the
potential for China to causedifficulty todown-
stream countries.

However, India also has a downstream
neighbour — Bangladesh — which is con-
cernedabout India’sriver linking project,and
its potential toadversely affect the resources
ofthe Brahmaputra (known as the Jamunain
Bangladesh). More immediately, Dhaka is
eager to finalise a water-sharing agreement

over the Teesta River — a tributary of the

Brahmaputra—with New Delhi. The agree- -

ment hasbeen stalled since the failure tocon-
cludeitin2011.

Being downstream of China and India,
Bangladesh suffers severe impacts (wide-
spread erosion and flooding), and thus, has the

THE GEOPOLITICAL STAKES
ARE HIGH. INDIA, CHINA, AND

. BANGLADESH HAVE NOT VET

PRIORITISED THIS ISSUE, AND,
THUS, CONTINUE TO COMPROMISE

= India will benefit from data-sharing with
China to mitigate flooding REUTERS

most togain from a water-sharing agreement.
ButIndiaand Chinastand to benefit froman
agreementas well. For China, thisisan oppor-
tunity for it to demonstrate leadership on a
seriousissue of human security and improve
itsinternational reputation, which hasbeen
damaged by the country’s assertiveness in
East Asian waters.

India for its part would benefit not only
from data-sharing with China to mitigate
flooding, but also from the exchange of infor-
mationabout hydropower dam construction.
Asanexampleofanimportantriver coopera-
tion, China was the first country to provide
Indiawithsatellitedata offloodingin Assam
after New Delhi requested this information
under the International Charter Space and
Major Disasters.

Inrecognitionofthechallenges and uncer-
taintiesfaced by the Brahmaputra stakehold-
ers, thethree countries should take action. By
the summer of 2020, India, China, and Bangla-
deshshould aim tosigna trilateral memoran-
dum of understanding on the Brahmaputra.
This would represent an acknowledgment of
theimportance ofthis basin, and theneed for
allthree countries to work togethqr tomanage
this large body of shared resources.

Intheshort term, an MoU that launchesa
dialogue between scientists and policymakers
would help depoliticise water security, and
provide an opportunity for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, President Xi Jinping, and
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina todemonstrate
high-profile cooperation to the international
community.

An ambitious long-term goal could be the

* formation ofa Brahmaputra Basin Commis-

sion. Theattalnment of this goal will face sev-
eral obstacles, including China and India
agreeingtosetaside thedisputeover Aruna-
chal Pradesh as it relates to water security,
and India bringing on board domestic-level
stakeholders. Butlaying the groundwork for
a e isslon is a y first step in
addressing the environmental, humanitar-
lan, and geopolitical threats that willonly con-
tinuetoriseinthe BrahmaputraRiver Basin,

Nilanthi Samaranayake s director,

strategyand policy analysis, CNA
m""mwmdarepmonal
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Maha: Waterstockindam
creases by 87 duetorain

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Strong south-west monsoon
rains since July 25 has
increased water stock in
Maharashtra's dams by 8
per cent, but it is still 20 per
centlesswhen compared to
the same period last year.
The water stock in dams
wentup from 26.87 per cent
onJuly 25 to 35.2 percentas
onMonday, arise of8.33 per
cent, data showed.
However, the water stock
in dams on July 29 last year
stood at 55.03 per cent, or
19.83 per cent more than
what is available currently.
Except Konkan (84.32 per
cent) and Pune (53.99 per
cent), the other four rev-
enue divisions of the state
have low dam waterstock, an
official from the State Water
Resources Department said.
He said Aurangabad rev-
enue division has only 0.31
per cent water stock in its
dams and it has remained
unchanged in the past four
days.Pune and Nashik have
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State Emergency
Operation Centre
data shows Gujarat
received 33.90 per
cent of its average
rainfall this monsoon

shownrise of 13.84 per cent
and 8.9 per cent respective-
lyinthelast four days, he said,
adding thatintensity of show-
ers have remained limited to
these areas.

The Maharashtra Irriga-
tion department released
1,000 cubic foot per second
(cusec) waterfrom Gangapur
Dam into the Godavaririver
on Monday afternoon due to
heavy rains over the past
five days, an official said.

Assam flood toll 86: Four
more people died on Mon-
day due to floods in Assam,
mounting the toll to 86 this
INONSO0N Season.

The overall situation, how-
ever, improved with the water
levelinall 17 affected districts
showing a receding trend
since Sunday, the Assam
State Disaster.
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Wallwn vnrtu- People walk through a ﬂooded area after the Pahumara river overﬂowed in

Barpeta district of Assam. =pmi

Four more die in Assam

b

floods, toll rises to 86

Wafer level in all 17 affected districts showing receding trend

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
GUWAHATI

Four more people died on
Monday due to floods in As-
sam, mounting the toll to 86
this monsoon season.

The overall situation, ho-
wever, has improved with
the water level in all 17 affect-
ed districts showing a reced-
ing trend since Sunday, the
Assam State Disaster Man-
agement Authority said.

Of the four deaths, two
were reported from Barpeta
and one each from Kokraj-
har and Dhubri districts.

Altogether 1,348 villages

in 50 revenue cnﬂes of 17
districts are still deluge-hit,
the ASDMA said. 5

rang, Kokrajhar, Dhubri,
Goalpara, Kamrup, Kamrup
(Metro), Morigaon, Nagaon,
Golaghat, Jorhat and Cachar.

Over 50,000 in camps
About 50,470 inmates are
still in 522 relief camps while
28 relief distribution centres
are operational in various
districts of the State, the
ASDMA said.

The rivers flowing above

the danger level include the

Brahmaputra at Neamatigh-

- at in Jorhat and Dhubri, Dis-

ang at Nanglamuraghat in Si-
vasagar, Jia Bharali at NT
Road Crossing in Sonitpur
and Kushiara at Karimganj.
The Federation of Indus-

try and Commerce of North
Eastern Region on Monday
made a contribution of %10
lakh to the Chief Ministers

‘Relief Fund, officials said.

Office-bearers of the Ka-
temple have also
donated %5 lakh to the fund,

&0 LT
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City's water 'woes' turn

IANS

NEW DELHI, 29 JULY g‘ﬁ\( ‘ﬁ
EachdayasthesunrisesinSouth
Delhis Neb Sarai, an un-autho-
rised colony of the capital city,
every! intheareagoes
to 'war' for water.

A colony, having under-
ground water as its key source
andborewells the only means
to drawit, isfacing a major cri-
sisas the groundwaterlevelsare
depleting at an alarming rate
of 10cm per year.

"Amajorchunkofthe house-
holdsin the colony still lacks a
pipedsupplyofwaterwhile the
ones having the supply donot
receive adequate supply of
water," said Shweta Singh, alocal
resident.

"Wehavea connectionofthe
Delhi Jal Board butit has been
two months and we haven't
received asingle drop of water
throughits supply,” said Anki-
taDas.

At a time when the Delhi

Development Authority (DDA)
is all set to roll out the Master
Planfor2041, waterremainsone
ofthe majorissuesinseveral areas
of Delhi, especially southern
parts, which needs to be
addressed.

"We receive water only
once a day and have to rely
on water tankers and Bisleri
bottles for our supplies of
water. The DJB is really slow

in processing connection
request and does not act
accordingly,”" said another
residentwho wished not to be
named.

The AAP government
recentlyannounced that after
due deliberations with the
Modi government these
colonies would be soon reg-
ularised/authorised.

At a press conference

ing into 'wars'

recently, Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said the Cen-
tre should allow registry of
properties in unauthorised
colonies at the earliest,

Kejriwal added that the
government should start using
satelliteimages to fixbound-
aries in these colonies.

Healso said thatin the first
phase, 1,797 unauthorised
colonies will be regularised
while the remaining ones
would be taken care of in the
second phase.

"We have accepted the
Centre's conditions to regu-
larise these colonies. We have
also sent our 12 suggestions
to the Centre," Kejriwal said.

"Regularisation would only
resultin the change in prop-
ertyrates. These might benifit
the property dealers butwhat
about the living standards?
What about the basic infra-
structural needs? Who will
fulfil them?" said Shubhang
Chaturvedi, a local resident.
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