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T'S tops in water reuse, recharge

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

It has become a habit of
sorts for Telangana State to
claim the top spots on vari-
ous fronts, be it industry,
agriculture or welfare pro-
grammes. The latest nu-
mero une position that the
State has added toits kitty is
in the field of reuse and
recharge structures and in
intensive afforestation. In
reuse and recharge struc-
tures, the State accounted
for over 1.42 lakh structures
while Karnataka was a dis-
tant second at a little more
than 65,000.

Telangana is alsc second

STATE HAS 100% TAP CONNECTIONS

HYDERABAD: Telangana is the only major State to
have achieved cent per cent tap connection to every
household in the country, particularly in rural house-
holds. Other smaller States and UTs that have
achieved the feat include Goa, Puducherry and An-
daman and Nicobar Islands under Jal Jeevan Mission,
Union Minister of State for Jal Shakti Prahlad Singh
Patel informed Lok Sabha on Thursday. (REFORT PAGE 5)

in watetr conservation and
rainwater harvesting with
figures of over 119 lakh,
yielding the first place to
Tamil Nadu by a narrow
margin of a little over 1,300,

Union Minister of State
for Jal Shakti Prahlad Singh

Patel, responding to a ques-
tion on target and objectives
of Jal Shakti Abhiyan-I (JSA-
I} in the Lok Sabha on
Thursday, presented the fig-
ures on various categories.
In intensive afforestation,
Telangana topped with 2.96

TS tops in water
reuse, recharge

He made a special mention of the
hugely successful Mission
Kakatiya, the flagship programme
of the TRS government to rejuve-
nate village tanks in the State.
Under Jal Shakti Abhiyan - I, offi-
cers, groundwater experts and sci-
entists from the Centre worked
with State and district officials in
water stressed districts of the
country to promote conservation
and water resource management,
the Minister said. With this cam-
paign, huge awareness had been
generated and various stakehold-
ers had started taking steps for
water conservation. To another
question on revival of conven-
tional water bodies, he said it was
for the State governments con-
cerned to undertake enumeration,
protection and management, in-
cluding revival and repair of water
bodies in their respective States.
The role of the Central govern-
ment was limited to providing
technical support, and partial fi-
nancial support in some cases, as
per the norms of the existing
schemes being implemented by it,
he said. The total number of water
bodies with MI scheme was 37,014.

crore as on July 27 this year
with Madhya Pradesh
placed in the second posi-
tion at 11.28 lakh,

To another question on
conservation of Musi river,
the Minister said the Telan-
gana State Pollution Control
Board had informed that no
wastes especially from phar-
maceutical industries were
dumped into the river.

To ancther question on
declining ground water lev-
els in the country, he said
some States including
Telangana had done re-
markable work in the field of
water conservation and har-
vesting.

(SEE PAGE 2)
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KRMB urged not to permit water diversion...

Muralidhar said AP had already resorted to re-
lease of water from Pothireddypadu Head Regu-
lator and Handri Neeva Sujala Sravanthi (HNSS)
from July 25, 2021, as seen from the Reservoir
Storage Monitoring System (RSMS) data on July
26. The KRMB communicated AP’s letter the
same day seeking permission to utilise water
from Srisailam right bank power house and re-
quested Telangana government to furnish its
views and comments. “So far, Telangana has not
received any requisition from the KRMB for re-
leases from Pothireddypadu Head Regulator.
Hence, AP is conveniently trying to seek permis-
sion though it is actually already diverting
water,” he said. “AP should be informed to allow
power generation from the right power sluice

and restrained from releasing water through PRP
without consent from three members committee.
In this connection, as already informed, Srisailam
is basically a hydroelectric project to generate
power to meet irrigation requirements of NSP,”
Muralidhar said. Keeping the inflow pattern in
Krishna basin in mind, power generation may be
resorted to full extent feasible to derive maxi-
mum benefits. Clause C(1) of 12th Schedule of
APRA-2014 states that the units of APGenco
should be divided based on geographical location
of power plants. As such Telangana has been
generating hydel power from Srisailam reservoir
for the past few weeks by releasing water so as to
meet the drinking water requirements of Hyder-
abad and irrigation requirements of NSP, he said.
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TS for 50:50 sharing of
Krishna water with AP

This can be done till KWDT-II gives its decision, says State

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

The Telangana government
on Thursday said the State
was agreeable to sharing Kr-
ishna water with Andhra
Pradesh in the ratio of 50:50
from the 2021-22 water year
till the Krishna Water Dis-
pute Tribunal-II gives its
decision since the State was
in distress due to insuffi-
cient water even after seven
years of its formation.

C Muralidhar Rao, Engi-
neer-in-Chief (General), Ir-
rigation and Command
Area Development, in a let-
ter to the chairman of Kr-
ishna River Management
Board, brought to his notice
various concerns of the
Telangana government. He
pointed out that the Krishna
Water Dispute Tribunal-I
(KWDT-I) considered Sri-
sailam as a hydroelectric
project and held that the
minimum annual release
from the project would be to
meet the requirements of
Nagarjuna Sagar Project and
Krishna delta canals.

In view of meeting the re-
quirements of the Krishna
delta from the water di-
verted from Godavari River,
the flows required from Sri-
sailam reservoir to meet the
requirement of NSP was 265
TMC after excluding self-

TS Engineer-in-Chief
Muralidhar Rao
writes to KRMB
chairman, brings to
his notice various
concerns of State

generation of 15 TMC be-
tween Srisailam and NSP
from out of total require-
ment of 280 TMC.

It is pertinent to mention
that the KWDT-I made an
en bloc allocation of 811
TMC out of 75% dependable
flows to erstwhile AP apart
from liberty to use remain-
ing water. Unequivocally, a
five-judge bench of the
Supreme Court clarified
that the allocations made by
KWDT-I was en bloc and
not project-specific.

The KWDT-1I is making a
project-wise specific alloca-
tion to AP and Telangana as
per Section 89 of APRA-
2014. In view of the same, an
adhoc arrangement in June
2016 was made to use Kr-
ishna water in 512:299 for
one year only without any
prejudice to claims of States
before any fora. This was
modified to 66:34 (AP:TS) in
2017, excluding minor irri-
gation utilisations, evapora-
tion losses and Pattiseema
diversions for one year.

Muralidhar said KWDT-I
did not allocate water to any
project outside basin from
Srisailam. However, the
erstwhile AP, on the pretext
of supplying 15 TMC to
Chennai, taken up several
schemes to divert Krishna
water, In view of the same,
AP isnot authorised to allo-
cate any water from Krishna
waters to outside basin.

According to Muralidhar,
the report of National Com-
mission for Integrated
Water Resources Develop-
ment Plan (NCIWRD)
states that “in approaching
this complex issue, begin
with an assessment that it
will not be possible to per-
suade a State to spare water
till its own demands are met
to the maximum possible
extent”... and “After meet-
ing all these essential re-
quirements, if there is sur-
plus water available in the
basin, its transfer to other
basins may be considered.
Such basins should first aim
at efficient utilization of all
the in-basin resources.”

In this regard, Telangana
has been continuously ad-
dressing KRMB and the
Ministry of Jal Shakti
(Mo]S) to restrain AP from
diverting Krishna water to
the outside basin and give
top priority to in basin re-
quirements,



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Telangana Today- 30- July-2021

Rains cleanse Hyderabad air

Levels of particulate matters PM10 and PM 2.5 dip across the city between first and third week of July

SIDDHARTH RAO
HYDERABAD

Most of Hyderabad can
breathe easy now, as the lev-
els of particulate matter, i.e.
microscopic patticles sus-
pended in the air, have come
down in July, Between the
first, second and third weeks
of July, thelevels of particu-
late matter dropped steadily
across the city, as per an air
quality report by the State
Pollution Control Beard.

This, according to ex-
petts, is due to the consider-
able amount of rain the city
saw in the last couple of
weeks. “Rains bring down
the particles to the ground
and when it rains, with the
wet conditions, the particu-
late matter levels come
down to an extent,” envi-
ronmentalist Dr WG
Prasanna Kumar said.

The particulate mattet,
classified as PMI0 and
PM2.5, can cause various
health issues, as city-based
doctor Lakshmi Tejaswi
points out: “When inhaled,
the microscopic patticles
can frigger asthma and
other breathing issues like
chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease,” The re-
duction in the level of these
patticles can also imply a
decreased chance of respi-
tatoty issues.

The levels of these parti-
cles, measured in pg/m’, are
monitored by the National
Air Quality Monitoring Pro-
gramme (NAMP) and State
Ambient Air Quality Moni-
toring Programme
(SAAQM) at various places
in the city. Out of the six
NAMP stations, five places
showed reduction in PMI0
levels, with the one at Bal-
anagar registering the high-
est difference, The PMIO
levels at the NAMP station
there dropped from 133 to 62

With weather turning pleasant, youngsters take up parasailing at Hussain Sagar on Thursday. — Photo: Anand Dharmana

FAVOURABLE TREND

between the first and third
weeks of July. Only the
NAMP station at Jubilee
Hills showed an increase
from 57 to 86. Charminar
also registered a major re-
duction, from 101 in the first
week of July to 43 in the
third week.

Of the 12 SAAQM sta-
tions, the one at Madhapur
showed the highest reduc-
tion, from 73 to 30, All the
other stations showed a de-
crease as well,

The PM2.5 levels were
measured at three NAMP
stations and out of the three,
the one at Charminar
showed a marginal increase
from 17 to 19 between the
first and second weeks of
July but in the third week,
the level came back to 17,
Paradise and Jeedimetla
showed a decrease in those
levels as well.
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What is
particulate
matter?

HYDERABAD: Particulate
Matteris a mixture of mi-
croscopic dust, soot, met-
als, smoke, nitrates and
sulphates etc. that is sus-
pended in the air.

To determine the air
quality in any place, the
levels of various pollutants
are taken and combined to
get the Air Quality Index
CAQD. The lesser the pollu-
tants, the better the AQI
and among various pollu-
tants, microscopic parti-
cles are also considered.
These are called PM10 and
PM2.5.

The PM10 is particulate
matter that is 10 microme-
ters or less in diameter and
PM2.5 particles are less
than 2.5 micrometersin
diameter.

City enjoys cloudy sky,
isolated showers

HYDERABAD: Hyderabad
has not witnessed any
heavy rains this week and
the weather in the city has
been pleasant.

On Thursday, the sky was
mostly cloudy, with the
maximum temperature
reaching 28.2 degree Cel-
sius. There were no show-
ers in the city, exceptin
Kachiguda, which wit-
nessed a rainfall of 0.5 mm.

Hyderabad has received
405.5 mm rainfall since the
start of the monsoon sea-
son, against the normal
277.3 mm - which is 46.2
per cent in excess.

The Telangana State De-
velopment Planning Society

predicts that the city will
receive light to moderate
showers at isolated places
for the next three days. The
maximum temperature in
the city during the period is
expected to be between 31
degree Celsius and 33 de-
gree Celsius and the mini-
mum temperature will be in
the range 21 degree Celsius
to 23 degree Celsius.

A few districts of Telan-
gana also recorded light to
moderate rains on Tuesday
while Redlawada, Warangal
Rural witnessed the highest
rainfall of 4.5 mm. Adilabad,
Jangaon, Mahabubabad,
Khammam and Narayanpet
enjoyed very light showers.



Ten gates of Srisailam Dam lifted
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Water gushes out of the flood gates of Srisailam Dam after they were opened to release excess water on Thursday. — Photo: PTI

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

The irrigation department
officials on Thursday
opened 10 gates of Srisailam
Dam and released 4,30,337
cusecs of water down-
stream,

With the water level
reaching 884.25 ft against its
Full Reservoir Level (FRL)
of 885 ft, the officials lifted 10
gates. The dam is receiving

huge inflows from up-
stream, The current storage
in the dam is 211.48 TMC
against the gross capacity of
21581 TMC at FRL.

Watet was also being re-
leased through the power
stations. Scores of tourists
thronged the dam to catch a
glimpse of water cascading
down the dam,

Meanwhile, officials of the
Priyadharshini Jurala Proj-
ect, located upstream of Sri-

sailam, lifted 47 gates on
Thursday to release 4,71183
cusecs of water down-
stream. The project is
presently getting 4,52,150
cusecs of water from the
Narayanpur project in Kar-
nataka.

Heavy inflows into NSP

The Nagarjuna Sagar Proj-
ect witnessed increased in-
flows after 10 gates of the
Srisailam Project were lifted

on Wednesday., OQOutflow
from the project was 24,844
cusecs including 1100
cusecs of water release to
SLBC canal and 23,744
cusecs from the hydel
power plant. The current
water storage in the project
was 203,01 TMCs against its
gross storage capacity of
312.045 TMCs. The water
level in the project touched
546,90 feet against the Full
Reservoir Level of 580 feet.
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Officials Ilfted a total of 10 gates at the Srisailam dam on Thursday, with the reservoir filling up fast due
to massive inflows in the Krishna river. Two gates had been opened on Wednesday - DC

State seeks 50% share
of Krishna river water

Govt urges KRMB to stop AP from drawing water without consent

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 29

The Telangana state
government on
Thursday raised an
objection to the alleged
illegal  diversion of
Krishna river water to
Rayvalaseema, located
outside the river basin,
by Andhra Pradesh.

The TS government
dashed off a letter to the
Krishna River
Management Board
(KRMB) seeking alloca-
tion of Krishna water in
the ratio of 50:50 (405.5
tme ft each out of total
811 tme) from this water
yvear (2021-22), with
Andhra Pradesh.

In aletter to the KRMB
chairman, Telangana
engineer-in-chief  C.
Muralidhar said, “Tela-
ngana has not received
any requisition from
KRMB for water releas-
es from the Pothireddy-
padu head regulator. He-
nce, AP is conveniently
trying to seek permis-
sion though it is actual-
ly diverting water.”

The TS government
urged KRMB to stop AP
from drawing Krishna
water without the cons-
ent of the board and res-
train AP from diverting
Krishna water outside
the basin before meet-
ing in-basin needs fully.

The TS government
said it has no objection
if AP produces hydel
power at Srisailam. It
sought permission to
produce hydel power up
to 100 per cent of

TS resumes hydel power
generation from N’Sagar

DC CORRESPONDENT
VUAYAWADA, JULY 29

The TS government on
Thursday resumed
hydel power generation
from Nagarjunasagar
project as it is getting
huge inflows from
upstream projects like
Srisailam.

With huge inflow of
water from upstream
projects like Almatti
and Jurala on Krishna
River, the Srisailam
project is getting inflow
of nearly 4.61 lakh
cusecs of water and
water resources author-
ities have lifted 10 gates
to a height of 15 metres
and released 4.29 lakh
cusecs downstream.

With this,
Nagarjunasagar project

installed capacity at
Srisailam, Nagarjunas-
agar and Pulichintala
since the projects were
receiving heavy inflows.

The three-member
committee of KRMB or
its full board meeting
decides water sharing
between the two states
every year. However,
this year the meeting
was not held, even thou-
gh projects on Krishna
are overflowing.

To streamline water-
sharing between the sta-

getting inflow of 3.26
lakh cusecs and the
project is likely to be
filled to the brim in
three to five days as the
water level has reached
54741 ft against 590 ft
full  reservoir level
(FRL) with current stor-
age of 204.09 tmc ft
(65.40 per cent capacity)
against gross capacity
of 31205 tme ft (thou-
sand million cubic feet),

With water level rising
in Nagarjunasagar proj-
ect, the state govern-
ment has installed a
capacity of 815 MWw of
power and as it started
operation of power
units one after another
and pressed into service
six units discharging
huge quantities of
water used for power

tes, the Krishna Water
Disputes Tribunal (KW-
DT-1) was set up in 1969,
in keeping with the Int-
er-State River Dispute
Act, 1956. In 1976, the st-
ates entered into an agr-
eement to divide the est-
imated 2,060 thousand
million cubic feet (tme
fty of Krishna water
into three parts — 560
tmec feet for Mahara-
shtra, 700 for Karnat-
aka, and roughly 800 for
the erstwhile Andhra
Pradesh.

generation to down-
stream the river. With
huge inflow of such
water into Pulichintala
project, its authorities
asked the government
not to release such a
huge quantity of water
as they are already hav-
ing full capacity water
storage.

At this, the TS govern-
ment stopped two power
units and is continuing
power generation only
from four units.

Pulichintala project
has current storage of
water at 43.23 tmeft
(9445 per cent of
capacity) against the
gross capacity at FRL of
45.77 tmeft with
inflow of 12,934 cusecs
and outflow of 13,800
cusecs.,

Post-bifurcation, the
two Telugu states agre-
ed to split water on a te-
mporary basis in a 66:34
ratio. Of the total 811
tme feet allotted to the
combined AP state, Tel-
angana would receive
about 299 tmc feet of
water. Both states are
now demanding that the
KWDT-2 reallocate
Krishna water among
four states instead of
the earlier three as
Andhra Pradesh has
been bifurcated.



AGE CORRESPONDENT
with agency inputs
NEW DELHI, JULY 29

After the heavy downpour
in the national capital, the
water level in the Yamuna
rose to 203.37 metres, close
to the warning mark of
204.50 metres, on
Thursday. The increased
water level was a result of
heavy rains in the upper
catchment areas of the
river, officials said.

The administration had
sounded an alert in the
low-lying areas close to the
river floodplains on
Tuesday and the situation
is being monitored round
the clock.

“The water level was
recorded at 203.37 metres
at the Old Railway Bridge
at 10.30 am,"” an official of
the irrigation and flood
control department said.

“The Yamuna has
swollen because of rains
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Water levels in Yamuna rise after heavy rains

A man searches his mobile phone on a waterlogged
road during heavy rain in New Delhi on Thursday.

in Delhi and the upper
catchment areas,” he said,
adding that more water is
being released from the
Hathnikund Barrage into
the river in Haryana's
Yamunanagar district.
“The flow rate peaked to
1.60 lakh cusecs in the last

= PTI

24 hours, the highest so far
this vear,” the official said.

The water discharged
from the barrage normal-
Iy takes two-three days to
reach the national capital.
Water was being released
into the Yamuna at the
rate of 85,879 cusecs at

10.00 am on Thursday.
Normally, the flow rate at
the Hathnikund Barrage
is 352 cusecs, but the dis-
charge is increased after
heavy rainfall in the catch-
ment areas.

One cusec is equivalent
to 28.32 litres per second.
The water level may rise
further as there is a pre-
diction of rain in the
catchment areas, the offi-
cial said. In 2019, the flow
rate had peaked at 8.28
lakh cusecs on August 18
and 19 and the water level
in the Yamuna had
touched 206.60 metres,
breaching the danger
mark of 205.33 metres. The
Delhi government had to
launch evacuation and
relief operations after the
overflowing river sub-
merged many low-lving
areas.

Meanwhile, The Aam
Aadmi Party and opposi-
tion BJP traded charges

over waterlogging and
desilting of drains on the
first day of the Delhi
Assembly’s Monsoon
Session on Thursday, with
PWD Minister Satyendar
Jain dubbing the city's
municipal corporations as
the “most corrupt” organi-
sations in the world.

The Bharativa Janata
Party MLAs hit back at
the ruling party, accusing
the Public Works
Department of not under-
taking cleaning of drains
before the onset of the
monsoon,

Participating in a short
duration discussion, Aam
Aadmi  Party MLAs
alleged that there is cor-
ruption in the three
municipal corporations
(MCDs)} ruled by the
Bharativa Janata Party
and claimed that their
party will come to power
in the MCDs and make
them work efficiently.
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Groundwater falling in 19 districts

ROHTAK, JULY 29
A total of 19 districts in the
state are among the 256 dis-
tricts across the nation facng
falling groundwater issues.

The Centre, through the
Jal Shakti Abhiyan, has
been working to improve the
groundwater-level condition
in these districts.

A team of the Center,
along with technical offi-
cers, is deputed to wvisit
these districts and work in

A team of Centre
deputed to visit dists

collaboration with the dis-
trict-level officials to under-
take suitable intervention
in this respect.

The Minister of State for
Jal Shakti and Food Pro-
cessing Industries, Prahlad
Singh Patel, while replying
to a guestion in the Lok

Sabha today about the steps
taken by the government to
address the constantly
falling groundwater table in
most parts of Haryana,
especially in Rohtak and
Jhajjar, said: “In Haryana,
the master plan envisages
construction of about 7.4
lakhs rainwater harvesting
and artificial recharge
structures to harness 679
million cubic metre of mon-
soon rainfall,” —TNS

The Statesman- 30- July-2021

Water levelsin Yamunarise after heavyrains

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MEW DELHI, 23 JULY

Thewater level of theYamunain Delhi
rose to 203.74 metres on Thursday,
close to the warning mark of 204.50
metres after heavy rains in the upper
catchmentareas of theriver, officials
said.

The city administration had
sounded analert in low-lying areas
close to the river floodplains on
Tuesday with Haryana discharging
more water into the river from the
Hathnikund Barrage.

The irrigation and flood control
department haskepthoatson standy
and the situation is being monitored
round-the-clock, an official said.

“Thewaterlevel wasrecorded at
203.74 at the Old Railway Bridge at
B pm. [twas 203.37 meters at 10:30
am,” the official said.

Thedangerlevel is 205.33 meters.
A flood alert is declared when the
Yamunacrossesthe “warning mark”
of 204.50 meters.

The river is in spate because of
rainsin Delhiand the upper catch-
ment areas, he said, adding that the
administration anticipates thewater
level mayrise further.

“Thedischarge rate at the Hath-
nikund Barrage peaked to 1.60lakh
cusecs on Tuesday afternoon, the
highest this year so far,” the official
said.

Heawy rains cause waterloggingin the Capital on Thursday.

SUBRATA DUTTA

The water discharged from the
barrage normmally takes two-three days
to reach the capital.

Haryana had been releasing
water fromthe Yumananagr-locat-
ed barrage at the rate of 85,879
cusecs at 10 am on Thursday. At 8
pm, the flow rate was 25,839 cusecs.

Normally, theflowrate at the Hath-
nikund barrage is352 cusec, but the
discharge is increased after heavyrain-
fall in catchment areas.

One cusecisequivalent to 2832
litres per second.

The water level mayrise further
as there is a prediction ofrainsin the

catchment areas, the official said.

In2019, theflowratehad peaked
to 8.28 lakh cusec on August 18-19,
and the water level of the Yamuna
had hit the 206.60 meter-mark,
breachingthedanger mark of 205.33
meters.

The Delhi government had to

launchevacuation and relief oper-

ations after the overflowing river sub-
merged many low-lying areas.

In 1978, the river had swelled to
the all-time record water level of

207 49 meters.

In 2013, it had risen to 207.32
metres.



PTI
MEW DELHI, 29 JULY

ntense rainfall is likely

overeastern, western, and

central India till August 1

even as 175 tourists were
stranded in Himachal Pradesh’s
Lahaul-Spitifollowinga cloud-
burstand landslidestriggered
by heavy showers, while two
people died in separate rain-
related incidents in Delhiand
Uttar Pradesh.

Rescue operations were
underway on Thursday to
trace 20 people missing after
acloudburst hit Kishtwar dis-
trict of Jammu and Kashmir
with authorities pressing more
teams into action.

Heavy rains lashed sever-
alpartsof Delhi-NCR on Thurs-
day bringing the mercury
down. However, two people lost
theirlivesinrain-related inci-
dents.

A40-year-old woman died
andherdaughter was injured
after the roof of their shanty
collapsed due to heavy rains
in southeast Delhi's Govind -
puri area.

Palice said the roof of the
first floor of the jhuggi’ in
Navjeevan Camp collapsed
due to heavy rains on Thurs-
day evening.

In neighbouring Ghazi-
abad, which a part of the
Delhi-National Capital Region,
a six-year-old girl died as she
was buried alive after a por-
tionofa house collapsed due
to heavy rainfall.

Theincident took place at
Pasondavillagewhena balcony
of ahouse under which the girls
were playing caved in.

Thewater level ofthe Yamu-
nariverinDelhiroseto203.74
metres on Thursday, close to
the warning mark of 204.50
metres after heavy rains in
the upper catchment areas
of the river.

Delhi’s maximum tem-
peraturesettledat27.6degrees
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175 tourists stuckin
HP after cloudburst

Heavyrainlikely over east, west, centralindia

T

district.

Celsius -- seven notches below
normal, while the minimum
temperature was recorded at
24degrees Celsius, three notch-
es below normal.

The weatherman has pre-
dicted “generally cloudy sky
with moderate rain” on Friday.

As many as 175 tourists
are stranded in Himachal
Pradesh's Lahaul-5Spiti fol-
lowing a cloudburst and land-
slides triggered byheavy rain-
fall, a senior disaster man-
agement official said.

Deputy Commissioner
Neeraj Kumarhas sought heli-
copter support fromthe state
government for their evacu-
ation. Meanwhile, the Mete-
orological departmentissued
red andorange alertsforheavy
rains in several districts of
Rajasthan on Friday.

Theactivesouthwest mon-
soon will gain more intensity
in the coming days due to
which heavy to very heavy
rain {115 to 204 mm) in Nagaur,
SikarandAjmer districtsis like-
Iyand a red alerthas beenissued
forthese places, the Met depart-
ment said.

Heavy rain is also expect-
ed in Jaipur, Jhunjhunu, Tonk,
Kota, Bhilwara, Baran, Churu
and Jhalawar districts for
which the department has

A vehicle damaged in landslide by flash floods in Lahaul Spiti

SHS

issued an orange alert.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD)issued an
orange alert of heavy rainfall
for 15 districts of Madhvya
Pradesh.

According to the forecast,
heavy rains coupled with thun-
dershowers and lightning, are
likelytolashisolated places in
the districtsand the rainfallis
likely to range from 64.5 mm
to 115.5 mm.

An upper air circulation
over east Uttar Pradesh was
bringing forth moisture to
north-east Madhya Pradesh,
causingraininareas situated
close to the border of that
state.

Heavy overnight rain owing
toawell-marked low pressure
over Bangladesh and West
Bengal affected normal life
inKolkataandsome southern
districts in the state, inun-
dating low-lying areas.

The weatherman has fore-
cast heavy to very heavyrain
in Kolkata till Friday morning.

Theincessantrain caused
the mud under the tracks to
slide at Kharagpur yard of
SouthEastern Railway, slight-
ly affecting the movement of
goods trains.

Rainwater flowingabove the
rails was reported from Hal-

dia and Tikiaparayard inWest
Bengal, and at Bhadrak in
Odisha.

Kharagpur town received
the maximum rainfall in the
last 24 hours till .30 am on
Thursdayat 260 mm, followed
by Medinipur (230 mm), the
headquarters of Paschim
Medinipur district.

Kolkata recorded 76 mm
rainfall during the perind while
adjoining Salt Lake received 50
mimn.

In Maharashtra, rain con-
tinued to wreak havoc as a
bridge on theVaitarnariver in
Thane district was washed
away dueto the downpour, dis-
rupting traffic between Wada
and Sahapur talukas, while the
Mumbrabypass road in the dis-
trictalsosuffered severedam-
ages. A four-five feet deep
crater wasformedon theroad,
following which itwas closed
for traffic as a precautionary
measure, an official said.

In Jammu and Kashmir,
seven people werefound dead
and17otherswererescuedin
an injured condition follow-
ing the cloudburst in Honzar
village in the early hours of
Wednesday:

The officials said the joint
rescue operation by police,
Army and State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF) is
goingon infull swing to locate
themissing people, including
nine women.

Most parts of Jammuregion
have been receiving inces-
sant rains for the past few
days and the Meteorological
department has predicted
widespread intermittentrain
across Jammuand Kashmir till
July 30.

Light to moderate rain
occurred at most places in
western and eastern Uttar
Pradesh in thelast 24 hours.

Rainfall was recorded in
Fatehpur, Chitrakoot, Kheri,
Budaun, Agra, Saharanpur
and Muzaffarnagar.
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