NAMRATA SRIVASTAVA
Hyderabad

The monsoon, even while
blessing the rest of Telan-
gana quite well in June, has
not been that great for the
capital city.

Swinging between sunny
days and rainy days, Hy-
derabad has, so far, in June,
recorded a rainfall 16 per-
cent less than what was
recorded in June 2020,

On the other hand, the
districts have witnessed a
good monsoon so far, with
the State on a whole
recording excess rainfall in
the month of June, Accord-
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City sees 6% dehcit rainfall

ing to IMD, Hyderabad, di-
rector Dr K Nagaraina,
Telangana has received
56 per cent excess rainfall
in June.

“Howevet, Hyderabad
has experienced 16 per cent
less rainfall compared to
last year. We have to see
how the weather will be in
July,” she said, adding that
Hyderabad has received a
total seasonal rainfall of
133.2 mm to date,

On the other hand, with
the monsoon playing hide
and seek with the city, the
day temperatures have
gone up by two degrees,
with the maximum temper-

aturerecorded on Tuesday
being 34.2 degree Celsius.
The IMD forecast says the
temperature in the city will
continue to be around 34
degree Celsius for the next
one week, though the sky
will be generally cloudy
with the possibility of rain
or thunderstorms. Some
areas of Hyderabad might
also witness dust storms,
according to the forecast.
Meanwhile, IMD has
alsoissued a two-day thun-
derstorm warning for some
districts. The warning says
on Wednesday, thunder-
storm accompanied by
lightning was very likely to

occur at isolated places in
Mancherial, Jagtial, Karim-
nagar, Peddapally,
Jayashankar Bhupalpally,
Mulugu, Bhadradri Koth-
agudem, Khammam, Nal-
gonda, Suryapet, Ma-
habubabad, Warangal
(Rural and Urban) and Jan-
gaon, Heavy rain was ‘very
likely’ at Jayashankar Bhu-

palpally, Mulugu,
Bhadradri Kothagudem,
Khammam and Nalgonda,

So far, in Telangana, Adi-
labad has received the
maximum seasonal rainfall
of 407.9 mm, followed by
Hanamkonda with 294.6
mm,
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CHANDIGARH, JUNE 29
Panipat has become the
ninth ‘Har Ghar Jal’ district
of Haryanawith 100 per cent
functional household tap
connection (FHTC). This
was declared by the Ministry
of Jal Shakti, Government of
India, and they also compli-
mented the state govern-
ment for this achisvement.

With this, 122912 lakh
rural households of Pampat
district are getting clean tap
water. Other districts of
Haryana such as Panchlkula,
Ambala, Kurukshetra, Kar-
nal, Rohtak, Kaithal, Farid-
abad and Gurugram have
been declared as ‘Har Ghar
Nal Se Jal districts” having
100 per cent FHTC in rural
households under the Jal
Jeevan Mission. These nine
districts are also among the
63 districts of the country to
provide 100 per cent tap
water connections to rural
households under the Jal
Jeevan Mission.

The Jal Jeevan Mission, a
flagship initiative launched
by the Government of India,
alms to ensure access to sus-
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Panipat 9th district to get
100% household tap water

1,22,912 lakh rural houses get connections

' 9 DISTRICTS ALSO AMONG 63 IN COUNTRY
® Panchkula, Ambala, Kurukshetra, Karnal, —

Rohtak, Kaithal, Faridabad and Gurugram
have been declared as ‘Har Ghar Nal Se Jal
districts'under the Jal Jeevan Mission

B These 9 districts are also among the 63
districts of the country to provide 100 per
cent tapwater connections to rural
households under the mission.

JAL JEEVAN MISSION LAUNCHED BY CENTRE

The Jal Jeevan Mission, a
flagship initiative launched
by the Govemment of India,
aims to ensure access to

sustainable drinking water
through piped water
connection to every rural
household by 2024

WAY AHEAD OF NATIONAL
DEADLINE OF 2024

i Haryana s fully
aligned with the Centrein

this flagship programme

and committed to
providing functional
household tap connection

to every rural household of

Haryana by November,
2022, way aheadofthe
national deadline of 2024.

Devender Singh, AbomosaL ciler
SECRETARY, PUBLIC HEALTH

tainable drinking water
through piped water con-
nection to every rural house-
hold by 2024. “Haryana is
fully aligned with the Centre
in this flagship programme
and committed to providing
functional household tap
connection (FHTC) to every
rural household of Haryana
by November, 2022, way
ahead of the national dead-
line of 2024," Additional
Chief Secretary, Public
Health, Devender Singh
said adding, Haryana has
consistently been ranked

among the top three states
in terms of performance
under the programme.
Since the inception of this
programme, the PHE
department actively strate-
gised the entire prmo-
gramme, which has provid-
ed FHTCs to more than 94
percent rural households of
the state. Currently, of the
31 lakh total rural house-
holdsin the state, 2926 lakh
have tap water connections.
Haryana also has the dis-
tinction of having all 22 dis-
trict laboratories (for water

quality monitoring) accred-
ited with NABL, making
Haryana the only state in
the country with 100 per
cent acereditation of all dis-
trict laboratories.

During the pandemic, the
team at the ground level
headed by the Superintend-
ing Engmeer and team
members and all Executive
Engineers, Junior Engi-
neers and other field staft
members, took all Covid
measures and kept the
momentum of the project
going, he added.
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Monsoon reaches one of its last
outposts in Raj 2 weeks early

Yet to arrive in the north Indian plains, says MeT

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The southwest
monsoon has reached Barmer
in west Rajasthan, one of its
last outposts, two weeks before
its normal schedule but is yet
to arrive in the north Indian
plains including Delhi which
have been reeling under sear-
ing heat, the Met office said on
Tuesday.

‘The northern limit of south-
west monsoon (NLM) contin-
ues to pass through Barmer,
Bhilwara, Dholpur. Aligarh‘
Meerut, Ambala and Amrit-
sar, the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said.

After arriving two days late
in Kerala, the monsoon had
raced across the country, cover-
ing eastern, central and adjoin-
ing northwest India seven to 10
days earlier than normal.

It has even covered parts
of north India, including Raj-
asthan’s Barmer -- a border
district and mainly desert
area -- but parts of west Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab and Haryana

are yet to receive rainfall.

According to Kuldeep Sriv-
astava, the head of the IMD’s
regional forecasting centre,
Barmer is among the few sta-
tions in west Rajasthan which
are usually covered by the
southwest monsoon in the last.
Southwest monsoon reaches
west Rajasthan by the first week
of July.

However, it covered Barmer
two weeks before its normal
schedule, IMD’s Director
General Mrutunjay Mohapa-
tra said.

“A system in the Arabian
Sea provided impetus to the
monsoon which covered some
parts of Rajasthan including
Barmer in early June,” Mohapa-
tra said.

In case of Delhi, Haryana,
parts of Punjab, west Uttar
Pradesh and west Rajasthan,
the easterlies bring monsoon
over this area from the Bay of
Bengal, he said.

“But there has been no
active system currently in the
Bay of Bengal that could help

Commuters on a road during heavy monsoon rain in Jabalpur

the easterlies to bring monsoon
over this region,” Mohapatra

wind system may reach Delhi
by June 15, which would have
been 12 days early.

However, westerly winds
have been blocking its advance

The meteorological office
had earlier predicted that the

into Delhi, parts of Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Punjab
and Haryana.

Normally, monsoon
reaches Delhi by June 27 and
covers the entire country by
July 8. Last year, the wind sys
tem had reached Delhi on June
25 and covered the entire coun-
try by June 29.

However, this year, the
wait for Delhi, Haryana, parts
of west Uttar Pradesh, Punjab
and west Rajasthan has been
overdue even as the mercury
and humidity have continued
to soar, the IMD said, adding
immediate relief was unlikely.

“Prevailing meteorological
conditions, large scale atmo-
spheric features and the fore-
cast wind pattern by dynamical
models suggest that no favour-
able conditions are likely to
develop for further advance
of southwest monsoon into
remaining parts of Rajasth
west Uttar Pradesh, Haryana,
Chandigarh and Delhi and
Punjab during the next six to
seven days,” the IMD said.
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Motorists drive on a waterlogged street near Habsiguda crossroads following heavy rainfall on Tuesday.
— GANDHI

Rain floods city roads

Afternoon downpour throws traffic completely out of gear

SANJAY SAMUEL
PAUL I DC
HYDERABAD, JUNE 29

Heavy rains that lashed
parts of Hyderabad on
Tuesday afternoon threw
traffic out of gear, turned
roads into rivulets and
put the citizens to a lot of

inconvenience,
According to the Indian
Meteorological Depar-

tment, there was 1.5 ¢cm
rainfall. Rain that start-
ed around 3.30 in the
evening, drenched most

parts of the city
Mughalpura, Purani
Haveli, Padmaraonagar,
Narayanguda, Himavat-
nagar, Ashoknagar, Bas-
heerbagh, Gunfoundry
and a few other places
witnessed heavy rainfall.
Roads were clogged and
water overflowed at
Domalguda, Ashoknagar,
Padmaraonagar, Hyder-
guda and Basheerbagh.
The road opposite to the
Hyderabad Police com-
missionerate that leads
to King Koti, was totally

inundated with rainwa-
ter. The traffic had to be
redirected, shops were
flooded and the Law
College premises were in
a total mess.

Rama Rao, who owns a
photo studio on the road,
said, “This is the usual
problem we face for
many vears, GHMC offi-
cials came out with a
plan, and the road had
been remade with special
techniques of water let-
outs, but for no use.
Again, the same problem.

Public money is being
wasted, without proper
planning”

Prashant Reddy. a resi-
dent of Padmaraonagar
said, “We live beside
HDFC Bank, the
drainage was overflow-
ing because of the rain.
Though the rains were
not heavy, still we resi-
dents face this problem
every time. We submitted
many representations to
the  GHMC regarding
this, but there is no
help.”
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