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Assam flood: 31.5 lakh people
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A view of damaged house due to flood following heavy rainfall, in Bajali district of Assam,

Wednesday. — Photo: IANS

GUWAHATI
The flood situation in
Assam worsened on

Wednesday with 12 more
people losing their lives and
the number of affected in-
creasing to 31.5 lakh, while
Silchar town in Cachar dis-
trict remained under water
for the last 10 days, officials
said. Eleven people died
due to floods and one in a
landslide, a bulletin issued

by Assam State Disaster
Management  Authority
(ASDMA) said. The fresh
fatalities have pushed the
toll due to floods and land-
slides in the State this year
to 151. The number of af-
fected people increased to
31.54 lakh in 26 districts, up
from 24.92 lakh on the pre-
vious day. Brahmaputra,
Beki, Kopili, Barak and
Kushiyara rivers were flow-
ing above the danger level.

Most localities of Silchar
town were under water with
residents facing shortage of
food, drinking water and
medicines. The town is sub-
merged for the last 10 days
due to breach of dyke at
Bethkundi, and work is un-
derway to repair it, Deputy
Commissioner Keerthi Jalli
said. Priority is being given
to reach out to affected peo-
ple with clean drinking
water and food. e7i
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Water level on

Wednesday

Normal Yamuna water
level at Wazirabad

666.31

(To be sure, these levels are heights above sea level)
The river has just around 0.3ft of water at Wazirabad

‘Yamuna level lowest since
1965, expect supply strain’

HT Correspondent
hitreparterséhindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The water level in
Yamuna on Wednesday was
measured at 66680 feet — the low-
est since 1965 - the Delhi Jal
Eoard (DJB) said, warning water
supply will remain hit across sev-
eral areas in north, west, central,
south Delhi as well as locations in
New Delhi and the Delhi Canton-
ment.

Early this month, water level at
Wagirabad went down to 667 6ft
against the normal level of
674 50t Tt was just 0.6ft above the
667ft at the Wazirabad barrage
that was recorded in 1965, the jal
board officials said.

The water utility said Delhi was
receiving less raw water into the
Delhi Sub Branch (DSE) and the
Carrier Line Channel (CLC),
impacting water production at
the Chandrawal and Wazirabad
water treatment plants. This
warned that the crisis may deep-
end further if sufficient water is
not released by Haryana, the

water utility added.

“Due to less receipt of raw
water in Delhi Sub Branch (DSE),
Carrier Line Channel (CLC) and
reduction of pond level i.e. 666,80
feet against the normal level of
674.50 feet in river Yamuna at
Wazirabad, the water production
has been affected adversely in
Chandrawal and Wazirabad
Water Treatment Plants (WTF).
Delhi Jal Board has done rational-
isation of water supply in whole
Delhi. Therefore, water supply
will be available at low pressure
in the morning and evening of
Thursday and so on, tll the sufii-
cient water is released by Hary-
ana in DSE, CLC and in the
Yamuna,” the DJB said in a state-
ment on Thursday.

According to officials, areas
where water will be available at
low pressure inelude Civil lines,
Hindu Rao Hospital and its
adjeining areas, Kamla Nagar,
Shakti Nagar and its adjoining
areas, Karol Bagh, Pahar Ganj and
NDMC areas, Old and New Rajin-
der Nagar, Patel Nagar (East and

West), Baljeet Nagar, Prem Nagar,
Inderpuri and its adjoining areas,
Kalkaji, Govindpuri, Tughlaka-
bad, Sangam Vihar, Ambedkar
Nagar, Prahladpur and its adjoin-
ing areas, Ramleela Ground,
Drelhi gate, Subhash Park, Model
Town, Gulabi Bagh, Punjabi Bagh,
Jahangirpuri, Moolchand, South
Extension, Greater Kailash,
Defence Colony, Burari and its
adjoining areas, parts of Canton-
ment areas and south Delhi.

“If the water level remains low
on Thursday, the water crisis may
extend.” a DJB official added.

Delhi has been facing a water
shortage for nearly two months
now, with the problem first sur-
facing in April.

The water utility had on earlier
this month, written another letter,
requesting Haryana to release
more water into Delhi from Somb
-a Yamuna tributary. Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal had also
requested Haryana earlier this
maonth to release additional water
in the Yamuna on humanitarian
grounds.
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Heavy rain worsens Assam
flood situation, 12 more die

Prabin.Kalita@timesgroup.com

Guwahati: Twelve more peo-
ple died in floods and landsli-
des in Assam on Wednesday as
incessant rain across the state
rapidly reversed the impro-
ving situation within 12 hours.
With this, the death toll in the
year's rainy season since April
6hasrisentol51.

Of the12, are 11 flood deaths
— two each in Cachar and Chi-
rang districts and one each in
Barpeta, Biswanath, Darrang,
Dhemaji, Golaghat, Lakhim-
pur and Nagaon districts. The
landslide casualty took place
in Guwahati.

The overflowing rivers hit
over six lakh people in the last
12 hours, forcing authorities
and the affected people to set
up new relief camps to accom-
maodate more than 1.4 lakh peo-
ple since Tuesday night.

According to the Assam
State Disaster Management
Authority report, the affected
population on Wednesday in-
creased to over 31 lakh from
over 25 lakh just 12 hours back,
while the inmates in relief
camps have increased from
1.76 lakh to 3.12 lakh in the
same period.

The Central Water Com-
mission has flagged the flood
status as “severe” at several
monitoring stations of the
Brahmaputra river at Neema-
tighat in Jorhat district, Tez-
pur and Dhubri. The flood sta-
tus due to Kopili river at Dha-
ramtul, Beki river and the Ba-
rak river at Silchar and
Karimganj have also been mar-
ked as “severe”. The flood sta-
tusof the Brahmaputraand se-
veral of its tributaries at other
places have been labelled as
“above normal.” The CWC in
its lood report said, “From the
last two days, very heavy rain-
fall is reported from Assam
and Arunachal Pradesh. Hen-
ce Brahamputra's main stem
(Dhubri, Goalpara, Jorhat, So-
nitpur districts) and its tribu-
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MISHAP AVERTED: Locals said a mdside barrier prevented a vehicle
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from falling into a 200m deep gorge near Mandakini river in Uttarakhand

taries such as Manas (Bongai-
gaon district), Subansiri (Lak-
himpur district), Burideking
(Dibrugarh district), Desang

(Sibsagardistrict)areinrising
condition with severe to above
normal flood situation as per
CWC data.



SILCHAR TOWN UNDER WATER FOR LAST 10 DAYS
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Assam floods: 31.5 lakh affected, 12 fresh fatalities

MPOST BUREAU

GUWAHATI: The flood situa-
tion in Assam worsened further
on Wednesday with 12 more
people losing their lives and
the number of affected people
increasing to 31.5 lakh, while
Silchar town in Cachar district
remained under water for the
last 10 days, officials said.

Eleven people died due to
floods and one in a landslide, a
bulletin issued by Assam State
Disaster Management Author-
ity (ASDMA) said.

The fresh fatalities have
pushed the toll due to floods and

landslides in the state this year
to 151. The number of affected
people increased to 31.54 lakh
in 26 districts, up from 24.92
lakh on the previous day. Brah-
maputra, Beki, Kopili, Barak
and Kushiyara rivers were flow-
ing above the danger level.
Most localities of Silchar
town were under water with res-
idents facing a shortage of food,
drinking water and medicines.
The town is submerged for
the last 10 days due to a breach
of dyke at Bethkundi, and work
is underway to repair it, Deputy
Commissioner Keerthi Jalli said.
Priority is being given to

A woman at her flooded house

reaching out to affected people
with clean drinking water and

food, while medical camps are
being organised by the health
department in all the 28 munici-
pal wards in Silchar to ensure
the prevention of water-borne
diseases.

“Short-term public health
measures must be adopted by
the people to prevent the spread
of diseases in the post-flood
period,” she said.

As many as 2,675 villages
in 79 revenue circles have been
affected across the state, with
3,12.085 people having taken
shelter in 569 relief camps.

Cachar is the worst affected
with 14.30 lakh people suffer-

ing, followed by Barpeta (5.49
lakh) and Nagaon (5.19 lakh).
Five embankments have been
breached, while 177 roads and
five bridges have been damaged.

A total of 548 houses have
been fully damaged, and 1,034
have been partially damaged
due to the floods.

Large-scale erosion has
been reported in Baksa, Bar-
peta, Biswanath, Bongaigaon,
Kokrajhar, Lakhimpur, Morig-
aon, Nagaon, Nalbari, Sonitpur,
South Salmara, Tamulpur and
Tinsukia districts, while Cachar
and Tinsukia witnessed urban
flooding. WITH AGENCY INPUTS
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Water level in Yamuna lowest since 1965; supply
to remain affected in many parts of Delhi: DJB

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Water supply
will remain affected in many
parts of Delhi on Thursday
due to Haryana releasing less
water in the Yamuna and two
canals, the Delhi Jal Board said
on Wednesday.

The water level in the Wazi-
rabad pond stood at 666.8 feet,
the lowest since 1965, as against
the normal of 674.5 feet. Besides
less water is being received from
Haryana through the Carrier
Lined Canal (CLC) and the
Delhi Sub Branch (DSB), the

utility said.

Operations at the Wazirabad
and Chandrawal WTPs have
been hit.

Water supply will remain
affected till the situation
improves, it said.

The Chandrawal and Wazi-
rabad have a treatment capac-
ity of 90 MGD and 135 MGD,
respectively.

Water will be available at
low pressure in northeast Delhi,
west Delhi, north Delhi, central
Delhi, south Delhi, including
Delhi Cantonment, and New
Delhi Municipal Council areas,

the DJB added.

The DJB's water supply
capacity increased to 990 MGD
earlier this year, but the utility
hasn't been able to touch this
mark for over a month, primar-
ily due to Haryana releasing less

water in the river, according to
officials.

The utility had on June 18
written another letter, the ninth
time since April 30, requesting
Haryana to release water from
the Somb, a tributary of the
Yamuna, in addition to increas-
ing the flow in the river and the
two canals.

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal had earlier this month
requested Haryana to release
additional water in the Yamuna
on humanitarian grounds.

Delhi requires around 1,380
MGD of water, while the DJB

supplies around 990 MGD.

Haryana supplies a total of
610 million gallons of water a
day to Delhi through two canals
— CLC (368 MGD) and DSB
(177) — and the Yamuna (65
MGD).

CLC and the DSB are sup-
plied water from Hathni Kund
via Munak canal and Bhakra
Beas Management Board.

Besides, Delhi receives
253 MGD from Uttar Pradesh
through the Upper Ganga Canal,
and the rest is drawn from ran-
ney wells and tube wells installed
across the city.



(Global warming to impact water resources, ag

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

Glc bal warming is expected
to increase the intensity
and frequency of future
drought in several global
regions, adversely affecting the
water resource, agriculture,
and energy sectors, as per a
study by the National Institute
for Environmental Studies
(NIES).

“Given that the current
water management practices
and existing infrastructures in
these sectors are based on his-
torical statistics or experiences,
under a changing climate, these
practices and infrastructures
may eventually become insuf-
ficient. “Therefore, it is critical
to better understand when
severe drought conditions
expressed as “unprecedented”
will become frequent,” said the
study. The projected impacts of
warming show significant
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regional disparities in their
intensity and the pace of their
growth over time,” said the cor-
responding lead author Yusuke
Satoh, a research associate pro-
fessor at Korea Advanced
Institute of Science &
Technology. “Regarding pre-
cipitation and temperature,
preceding studies report the
timing at which the impact of
climate change emerges.
However, no study had
successfully estimated the tim-
ing in terms of drought focus-
ing on river discharge ata ilnb—
al scale,” added Tokuta
Yokohata, a coauthor and a
Chief Senior Researcher of the
Earth System Risk Analysis
Section at the Earth System
Division, NIES. "A temparal
evaluation about future
drought conditions in com-
parison to our historical expe-
riences is essential to take
appropriate climate change
strategies, especially for cli-

mate adaptations, in the long
term and n time.”

The paper published in
Nature Communications esti-
mates the periods when
drought conditions will shift to
an unprecedented state in a
warmer world. The research
group evaluated changes in
drought day frequency for 59
global subcontinental regions
until the end of the 21st cen-
tury. They estimated the time
of first emergence (TFE) of
consecutive unprecedented
drought, which is the first
onset of exceedance beyond the

riculture: Study

maximum bound of the his-
torical climate variability dur-
ing the reference period (1863-
2005) that occurs consecutive-
ly for a certain number of
years.

“Appropriate and feasible
climate mitigation and adap-
tation plans are essential for
overcoming the expected extra-
ordinarily severe dry condi-
tions. Particularly regarding
adaptation, it is crucial to
improve our preparedness in
the given time horizon before
unprecedented drought condi-
tions emerge,” said Satoh.
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