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~ NGT directs Telangana not to proceed
‘with Sitamma Sagar project without EC

PROJECT VIOLATES EIA: APPLICANTS

U.Sudhakarreddy
dtimesgroup.com

! Hyderabad: The Natlonal
i Green Tribunal (NGT) has or-
i dered Telangana not 10 proce-
i ed with Sitamma Sagar multi-
| purpose irrigation project on
i river Godavari in Bhadradri-
! Kothagudem district without

i obtaining environmental cle

i arance(EC)

§ Tellam Naresh of Bhad-
i radri-Kothagudem and Bura
i Laxminarayana of Mulugu fi-
i led an application before the
i NGTSouthern Benchalleging
i that the Sitamma Sagar multi-
| purpose project at Ammagari-
i palli village of Aswapuram
¢ mandal, Bhadradri-Kothagu-

| dem district had commenced

! work without the EC. They al-

.wmmummt

o Says EIA study, public
hearing should be
conducted

leged it was a violation of En-
vironmental Impact Assess-
ment {(E1A) Notification, 20086,

The NGT said, based on re-
cords, the chief engineer and
the project proponent had gi-
ven an undertaking on Febru-
ary 24, 2022, that no compo-
neént and construction under
the present proposal would be
commenced before obtaining

the EC. The terms of reference
was issued to project propo-
nenton May 31, 2022, and it was
pending for consideration.
“No project can go on wit-
hout obtaining the EC. Furt-
her, before obtaining EC, the
EIA study and public hearing
should have been conducted.
As alleged in the application,
if the project is going through

river, forest land, then clearan:
cos from appropriate authori-
ties also have to be obtained. If
the project involves twostates,
then interstate clearanee also
should have been obtained,”
NGT observed.

“It is alleged by the appli:
cant that none of these clea:
rances has been obtained by
the project proponent. We are
of the view that prima facieca:
s¢ has been made out for gran-
ting an order of injunction
restraining the project propo-
nent. Telangana Irrigation de-
partment is directed to stop
the project forthwith. It is ma-
de clear that in the event the
project proponent had obtai:
ned EC, It Is open for him to
continue the project.”
NGT further said,
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T paddy varieties
save water, popular
in several states

Sribala Vadlapatia
@timesgroup.com

Hyderabad: Telangana s
home to maximum paddy
varieties in the country
which require less water per
acre of cultivation. In the
last three years, the state has
developed seven of the 17
such varieties in India.
Expertsestimatethishas
resulted in saving one thou-
sand million cubic feet (tmc
ft) of water per season from
nearly one lakh acre of pad-
dy cultivation. Telangana
Sona, Kunaram 1638, Wa-
rangal 962, Jagtial 94423, Ku-
naram 118, Tella Hamsa and
MTU 1010 are some of the po-
pular varieties of paddy de-
veloped in the state.
Professor Jayashankar

We have the most
number of paddy
varieties that require less
water. Some of these
varieties are now used
in neighbouring Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu, West Bengal,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, UP,
and Maharashtra
- R Jagadeeshwar | oawes
CIRECTOR, RESEARCH, PITSAU

Telangana State Agricultu-
ral University (PJTSAU) has
released several paddy vari-
etles after the state was for-
med, which fook more than
six years todevelop.

»Continued on P6

‘Requirement of water
for paddy has reduced
by 500 htres per acre

» From P1

]eha\ethemﬂstnum‘
\\ ber of paddy varjeti
es that require less
water. Some of these varieti-
es are now used in neighbou-
ring Andhra Pradesh, Kar-
nataka, Tamil Nadu, West
Bengal, Chhattisgarh, Odis-
ha, Uttar Pradesh, and Ma-
harashtra,” said R Jagade-
eshwar, former director of
research at PJTSAU. who
oversaw these varieties.

While explaining their
significance, Jagadeeshwar
said the number of days for
paddy cultivation was redu-
ced to 125 from 150,

“When these varifetles
are sowed, per acre require-
ment of water for paddy has
seen a reduction by 500 litres
(from 3,000 to 2,500 litres),
thereby saving 1 tme ft of wa-
ter per one lakh acre of
crop,” he explained

These paddy varieties yi-
eld approximately 2,400 kg to
2,600 kg per hectare.

Former vice-chancellor
of PJTSAU .V Praveen Rao,
sald developing these varie-
ties has benefited not only

farmers but also helped in
water conservation.

“Paddy is the most water-
intensive crop. Therefore,
farmers should be encoura-
ged to use these varieties in
the long run,” hesaid.

The Centre announced in
Parliament that in 2020, 2021,
and 2022, a total of 89 less wa-
ter requiring/drought-tole-
rant field crop varieties were
developed, including 17 rice
varieties,

It is estimated that these
varieties are cultivated in
more than 70% of Telanga-
na's paddy acreage. Many
different methods of paddy
cultivation such as direct se-
eding, wet direct seedingand
drum seeding have recently
been promoted in place of
conventional transplanting,
which will indirectly reduce
the need for water and bring
down the cost of cultivation
too, experts said.
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House panel proposes overarching
apex body for glacier management

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,MARCH29

HIGHLIGHTING THE “strategic”
role of glaciers as a vital national
resource, a Parliamentary
Standing Committee has recom-
mended to set up an overarch-
ing apex body for glacier man-
agement in the country.

In its report tabled in Lok
Sabha on Wednesday, the
Standing Committee on Water
Resources said, “...there are a
plethora of ministries/depart-
ments/institutions with different
mandates for dealing with hydro-
meteorological and hydro-geo-
logical hazards of Himalayan gla-
ciers. While the glaciers are
surveyed and their detailed in-
ventory is maintained by the
Geological Survey of India,
Ministry of Mines; the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change looks into all
matters related to climate
change... The Department of
Science & Technology is involved

inconducting research onglaciers
and the National Centre for Polar
and Ocean Research has done
some studies on the Himalayan
cryosphere.”

“The Committee are of the
considered view that given the
strategic role and importance of
glaciers as a vital national re-
source, there isa critical and im-
perative need as never before, to
formulate new strategies for
combating the challenges posed
by the climate change and global
warming in the glacier manage-
ment...," the report said.

“In this regard, the role of
planners, scientists and academi-
clansassumescritical importance
in devising, developing and im-
plementing suitable measures for
studying, monitoring and provid-
ing early warning response to re-
duce the potential glacier related
risks. Fragmented research and
studies... will not yield desired
results... and also may not nec-
essarily convert into actionable
steps,” said the report of the com-
mittee headed by BJP member

Parbatbhai Savabhai Patel.

“The Committee, therefore,
recommend that there is a need
tosetup asingle nodal agency for
bringing out synergies among
various government depart-
ments/ministries involved in
glaciological research and moni-
toring... Such an agency should be
entrusted with the responsibility
of coordinating the activities of all
the departments/agencies in-
volved in Himalayan glaciers'
monitoring and research work.
Besides, this agency should be
given a well-defined and delin-
eated mandate by suitably
amending the Allocation of
Business Rules,” it stated.

“The Committee urge upon
the Department of Water
Resources, River Development &
Ganga Rejuvenationtoplay a lead
role in this regard so as to take the
matter toits logical conclusion for
setting up of the institution and
apprise theCommittee about the
steps taken by it within three
monthsof presentation of this re-
port," it said.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Hindu- 30- March-2023

Punjab, Haryana won't sufter
any loss due to water cess
levied by Himachal: Sukhu

Vikas Vasudeva
CHANDIGARH

Amid the ongoing face-off
with neighbouring States
of Punjab and Haryana on
the issue of imposing tax
for the water drawn for hy-
dropower generation, Hi-
machal Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu on Wednesday met
Punjab  Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann here,

Misconception resolved
After the meeting, both
the Chief Ministers ad-
dressed journalists. Mr.
Sukhu said, “Some mis-
conceptions regarding wa-
ter cess were resolved in
today’s [Wednesday's]
meeting. The tax levied by
Himachal Pradesh would
not be imposed on water
but on hydropower pro-
jects operating within the
State. Both Punjab and Ha-
ryana will not suffer any
loss due to this water
cess.”

Punjab Chief Minister
said that he expressed the
State’s concern over the
proposed water cess. He
asked his counterpart that
it should not be imple-
mented as it was against
the interests of the State.

However, the Himachal
Pradesh Chief Minister
clarified that the water
cess would be levied only
on the hydropower plants
within their own State. He

Himachal Pradesh CM Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu during the budget

session of the State Assembly in Dharamshala on Wednesday. ani

added that it would not be
applicable in Punjab.

Amicable solution

Mr. Sukhu added that a
committee of Chief Secre-
taries and Energy Secre-
taries of both the States
would be constituted to
conduct a detailed discus-
sion over various hydroe-
lectric projects, including
water.

“This committee will
straighten out the matters
in a time-bound manner,
besides discussing the pro-
jects of Bhakra Beas Man-
agement Board,” said the
Chief Minister. It will amic-
ably solve the contentious
issues if' any, he added.

In the ongoing Budget
Session of the Himachal
Pradesh State Assembly,
the Himachal Pradesh wa-

ter cess on Hydropower
Generation Bill, 2023, was
passed recently, inviting
sharp criticism from both
Punjab and Haryana. In

fact, both the States
passed resolutions in their
respective Assemblies

against levying of the cess.
The Haryana Assembly in
its resolution, declared the
water cess proposed to be
levied by Himachal Pra-
desh on hydropower gen-
eration as “illegal”.
Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal pointed out
that the levy was not only
an infringement of the ex-
clusive rights of the State
over its natural resources,
but would also result in ad-
ditional financial burden
for generation of power,
resulting in higher cost of
generation of electricity.
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T.N. to continue
talks with Kerala
on water-sharing

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNALI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment will continue talks
with Kerala on water-shar-
ing through various pro-
jects, and measures will be
taken for the welfare of
farmers and for protecting
the rights of the State, Mi-
nister for Water Resources
Duraimurugan said in the
Assembly on Wednesday.

In his reply to the dis-
cussion on the demand for
grants for the Water Re-
sources Department, he
said talks were in progress
with Kerala on the diver-
sion of 2.5 thousand mil-
lion cubic feet (tmcft) of
water from Anamalayar to
Tamil Nadu.

The government was ad-
dressing issues to complete
the Parambikulam Aliyar
project inter-State agree-
ment, execute other pro-
jects such as Anamalayar
and Nirar-Nallar and get
water from the Neyyar
dam.

“The Chief Minister
would initiate talks with
Kerala once the Tamil Na-
du Assembly session is ov-
er,” he said.

Responding to former
Minister R.B. Udhayaku-
mar’s allegations that the
‘kudimaramathu’ scheme,
introduced by the AIADME
government, was not given
any importance now, Mr.
Duraimurugan said the
work should now be car-
ried out by the Water Us-
ers’ Association, according
to a court order. Moreover,
several tanks across the

State had been desilted.
The scheme could not be
implemented as many
tanks had touched their
full capacity.

Earlier, Mr. Udhayaku-
mar said the dependence
on the groundwater for ir-
rigation had increased to
64% in the State. However,
the department’s policy
note had little information
on the measures to replen-
ish the groundwater table.

Noting that this govern-
ment had not stalled pro-
jects initiated by the pre-
vious government, the
Minister said the work on
the Mettur-Sarabanga lift
irrigation project had been
accelerated, and land ac-
quisition and laying of pi-
peline were in progress.
The Athikadavu-Avinashi
pumping scheme, which
was under trial, would be
commissioned in April.

“We have categorised
zones according to ground-
water extraction and de-
pletion. About 360 over-ex-
ploited places have been
chosen for construction of
check-dams. These mea-
sures would help to re-
charge the depleted
groundwater table,” he
said.

Nearly 70 check-dams
were being constructed
across the State. “We will
be here for the next 20
vears and will complete
construction  of 1,000
check-dams,” Mr. Durai-
murugan guipped, answer-
ing Mr. Udhayakumar’s
guestion on the status of
LO0O check-dams pro-
mised in 2021-22.
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Deepening water stress

The govt’s attempts so far to contain the
crisis have been far from adequate

F THE WORLD Water Development Report 2023, which said India
will be the most severely affected country in terms of water scarcity
by 2050, wasn't a dire enough indicator of the unfolding water crisis
in the country, what the government told Parliament last week
should hammer home the point. Per capita availability of water in the
countryis projected to fall from 1,486 cubic metresin 2021 t0 1,267 cubic
metres by 2031, the government said, citing data from a report compiled
by the Central Water Commission (CWC). Per the 1951 census, the per
capita availability was more than 5,000 cubic metres. The government
says increasing population is behind the fall,while acknowledging the role
hydro-meteorological and geological factors play. Population growth does
play an obvious role, but the steady fall in per capita availability of water
also has a lot to do with the historical over-exploitation of available
resources and the inadequacy of storage capacity in the country.

India, with 18% of the global population, has just 4% of the planet's
water resources. In 2022, the Central Ground Water Board (CGWB)
reported in its periodic assessment of dynamic (capable of getting replen-
ished) ground water resources that 1,006 of the 7,089 assessment units,
spread across 15 states/Union territories, were over-exploited (annual
extraction exceeds recharge) and 260 were classified as over-exploited
(extractionat 90-1009% of recharge). The data showan improvement from
2020, but expertssay that these are at odds with ground realities, faulting
the methodology adopted. What is irrefutable, though, is the urgent need
to push Indian agriculture away from water-guzzling crops towards water-
frugal ones.As per CWC data, 89% of the ground water extracted is directed
towards irrigation—with well over 200 million grid-connected agricul-
tural water pumps that enjoy free supply of ground water, the picture on
wastage and depletion of ground water (with consequences forsoil chem-
istry)should be cleartoall. India remains the largest ground-water extrac-
tor in the world. Policies that favour water-guzzling crops such as paddy,
sugarcane, etc—procurement at assured prices and state-administered
pricing—need tochange.The Centre’s attempts so far to contain the water
crisis, though much-needed, are far from adequate. Whether it is the Per
Drop More Crop vision to encourage micro-irrigation or the Krishi Sin-
chayee Yojana, progress needs to take off at amuch faster pace to steer the
countryaway from acute water-scarcity in the coming decades, when even
worse climate change effects play out.

For a country that receives 80% of its rainfall in a span of just four
months, climate change resulting in intensive rainfall over a very short
period of time during the monsoon portends a twin problem of flooding
and drought. India must fix its problem of inadequate storage. Per CWC
data,the grossand live storage capacity from completed projectsstandsat
325 billion cubic metres (BCM) and 257 BCM. Read against the average
annual rainfall of 3,880 BCM and a mean run-off of close to 2,000 BCM,
there is a huge potential for expansion of storage capacity, even when we
account for almost 50% of the annual precipitation being lost to evapo-
ration/transpiration. More so, when the annual water requirement, as
assessed by CWC, stands at close to 3,000 BCM. Beating future water dis-
tress will depend on what the country does about conserving and aug-
menting utilisable water today.
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Parliamentary panel calls for exchange of
glac1er—related data with Himalayan nations

Abhishek Law
New Delhi

A Parliamentary Standing
Committee suggested that
India take up with neigh-
bouring Himalayan nations
the issues related to “chan-
ging state of glaciers” and
the threats associated with
it. If required, the country
can explore having multilat-
eral or bilateral agreements
to share specific data and in-
formation on the matter.
The panel has also pointed
out that the needs for an
apex body to monitor the is-
sue of glacier management
and a national level organisa-
tion to carry out research.
The Department of Water
Resources, River Develop-

ment and Ganga Rejuvena-
tion (DoWR, RD&GR) has
been advised to take the
“lead role” in setting up such
an “over-arching apex body”

CONSTRAINTS

“While noting the fact that
there is no specific agree-
ment;/treaty with neighbour-
ing countries for sharing of
glacier-related data for
large-scale modelling and
run-off evolution, the Com-
mittee recommended the
(DoWR, RD&GR) to take up
the matter with the External
Affairs Ministry so as to have
bilateral/multilateral agree-
ment with neighbouring Hi-
malayan countries for shar-
ing of information/data on
the changing state of glaciers
and the threats posed by

them,” it said in the report.

According to the report,
various constraints exist in
sharing glaciological re-
search data at the national
level — especially high-res-
olution data, since they need
permission from concerned
authorities. And the depart-
ment has been asked to take
up the issue with the con-
cerned ministries, depart-
ments or agencies so that a
commeon data sharing plat-
form under the aegis of a
single nodal agency can be
set up. This will enable
scamless exchange of data by
researchers and  stake
holders.

Noting that Himalayan
glaciers and glacial lakes are
not being monitored or ob-
served on a scale on which

they should have been due to
their remote location and
difficulty in accessing them,
the Committee urged upon
the Department to make ef-
forts to set up a network of
high altitude meteorological
and discharge stations cov-
ering more glaciers and wa-
tersheds in the Himalayan
region.

According to the commit-
tee report, a “robust” early
warning system is also re-
quired.

It stated instances of a re-
cent spike in incidents of
mountainous hazards such
as glacial lake outburst flood,
landslide lake outburst
flood, snow avalanches,
cloud bursts and landslides
as reasons to start exploring
the option,
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