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‘In4 decades a third of wetland cover lost’

= badri.chatterjiee@hindustantimes. com

| MUMBAL India haslostnearly one-

third of its natural wetlands to
urbanisation, agricultural
expansionand pollutionoverthe
lastfour decades, astudy bynon-
government organisation Wet-
lands International South Asia
(WISA)hasfound.

According to the report
released on Thursday ahead of
the World Wetlands Day on Feb-
ruary 2, Mumbai has lost maxi-
mum weltands(71%)--from 1970
to 2014. Other major cities that
faced wetland loss include
Ahmedabad (57%), Bengaluru
(56%), Hyderabad (55%), Delhi
and National Capital Region
(38%), and Pune (37%). Mumbai
wetland cover has gone down
from 4.58 sq kmto 1.3 sq km and
Delhi-NCR’s from 2.21 sq kms to
1.36 sq kms during this period.

WISA’sreportisbased onanal-
ysisof satelliteimages ofland use
andland and ground data of 22 cit-
iesand towns.

Natural wetlands are perma-
nently or seasonally saturated in
water and create habitats for
aquaticplants. Theyretainlarge
volumes of water and their slow
release makes them important
for combatting extreme weather
conditions like floods and
droughts. Wetlands also contrib-
ute to water purification, water
regulation, biodiversity, aesthet-
ics and recreation, according to
the United Nations.

WISA director Ritesh Kumar
underlined wetlandlossneedsto

beseennotjustas abmd1vers1ty
crisisbutasadevelopment crisis
manifestingintoincreased water,

food and climateinsecurity. “An
ecosystem health assessment of
wetlands under a 100-day pro-
gramme of the Centre indicated
that one in every four wetlands
had low toa very low ecosystem
health and high to very high
threats,” he said, referring to
overall ecological health of wet-
landsin the country.

A draft report of the environ-
mentministryreported by HT in
December2019had listed42ofthe
100top wetlandsinthecountry in
high risk category facing threat
from encroachment and high
human interference.

India has maximum wetlands
in South Asia—7.71lakh—cover-
ingthecountry’s4.6% geographi-
cal area, according to Wetland
International, the parent body of
WISE. The number of wetlandsin
India is only next to Japan and
Chinain Asia. &

India is home to 37 Ramsar
sitesor wetlands designatedtobe
of international importance
under the Ramsar Convention
that are home to over 5,000 spe-
ciesoffloraandfauna. They rep-
resent at least 23% reptiles, 13%
amphibians, 23%fish, 65% birds,
and 26% of mammalian speciesin
the country, according to envi-
ronment ministry website.

The Ramsar Convention on
WetlandsisaUNenvironmental
treaty established in 1971 and
providesfor national action and
international cooperation
regarding the conservation of

wetlands.

New ten new Ramsar sites
havebeenidentified in the coun-
try, environment minister Pra-
kash Javadekarsaid on Wednes-
day. They include six in Uttar
Pradesh, threein Punjab,and one
inMaharashtra. Kumar said wet-
lands have invariably been
treated as wastelands. He cited
examples of placeslike Chennai,
where wasteis dumped into Palli-
karanai wetland.

“Withnotmore than one-fifth
of the municipal solid waste
treated in the country, wetlands
have become the ultimate waste
dumps,” said Kumar. “Recognis-
ing wetlands under a distinct
land use category and recording
them in land-use records would
be amajor step towards protect-
ingthem.”

Union environment ministry
this month released guidelines

for wetland conservationacross
India. They prohibit setting up of
industriesnear wetlandsand dis-
posal of construction waste into
them. The guidelines call for
fresh identification of wetlands.
Each state is mandated to set up
an authority to define strategies
for wetland conservation.

“Different states have
responded totheseguidelines dif-
ferently. Stateslike Punjab, Uttar
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal have taken up wetland
conservation enthusiastically
withregular meetings organised
by the state wetland authorities
while others like Maharashtra
andKarnatakahaveslightissues
inunderstandingthe concepts,”
said Union environment minis-
try’sjointsecretary, Manju Pan-
dey.

In 2017, the ministry notified
the new Wetland (Conservation

‘between the land and
# Protect land from erosion
 Shield against cyclones and
other ecological disasters
® Habitat fora variety of marine
animals 9
® Filter water and air by absorbing
the impurities -

4

and Management) Rules that
exclude and derecognise wet:
landsin coastal regulationzones
andsaltpans.

Experts said India needs to
strengthenits wetland conserva-
tion programme. “Wetlands
across India are not doing well
not just from the biodiversity
pointof view buteven in termsof
water security,” said Bombay
Natural History Society director
Deepak Apte. “Itisnotagoodsign
if the new rules are facilitating
wetland destruction.”

Pandey said derecognition of
some previously identified wet: |
landsiscreatingconfusionatthe -
district level. “We will write to |
respectivestatesclarifyingthese .
details,” said Pandey. “Wetland |
conservationislikely toimprove
inthe comingyearsthroughloca-
tion-specific workshops with all
stakeholders.”
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Fightagainst Chutkaliveson

11yearon, villagers oppose

GAURAV CHANDRA p,\
BHOPAL, 30 JANUARY 9“
midst the ongoing
global debate about
safety and hazards of
uclear energy, more
than 1,000 villagers of three
villages are fighting aresilient
battle for past 11 years against
the proposed setting up of a
nuclear power plant on the
banks of river Narmada in the
tribal-dominated Mandla dis-
trict of Madhya Pradesh.

Their struggle assumes
more significance in the light
of the fact that they are fac-
ing ‘triple displacement’ and
arefighting to save theiriden-
tities and livelihood along
with the environment.

First, such villagers were
displaced from their homes
in Sarangpur (Bijasen) during
the construction of the Bargi
dam on theriver Narmada in
the 1970s.

Consequently, they had
built shelters in the nearby
forestland. But, the govern-
mentbroke them too, terming
them as ‘encroachments, and
forcibly evicted the villagers.

After that, the villagers
were shifted to their present
homesin the three villages of
Chutka, Taatighat and Kund-
la. Now, they are again facing
a third displacement.

This time for the 1,400
MW Chutka Power Plant worth

Rs 17,000 crore, proposed to

o

The 1,400 MW Chutka Power Plant; (right) act| 'Ist Medha Patkar
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be set up by the Union gov-
ernment through the Nuclear
Power Corporation of India Ltd
(NPCIL) in an area of 708
hectares covering three vil-
lages, Chutka, Taatighat and
Kundla. According to the gov-
ernment officials, this time the
displaced villagers will be
moved to Gaunjhi, near Mand-
la.

Many leading environ-
mentalists and social work-
ers including Medha Patkar,
(winner of the ‘Goldman Envi-
ronmental Award’ also called
the ‘Green Noble’) have come
outinsupportofthe villagers
protesting against the Chut-
ka nuclear plant.

“The proposed power plant
is being set up right on the
banks of the Narmada river.
Moreover, it is on the down-
stream flow of the river. As a
result, all radiation from the
plantwould flow downstream

into theriverand would cause
hazardousresults to the entire
ecosystem of theriver and the
environment as a whole
besides causingill-effects on
the health and well-being of
humans and animals resid-
ingin the area,” apprehend-
ed Medha Patkar, who is also
the winner of the ‘Human
Rights Defender’s Award’ from
Amnesty International, Ger-
many.

“Even the so called envi-
ronmental clearance, which
the Chutka plant authorities
and government officials
claim to have received from
the Union government, is
flawed and incomplete. It is
neither ‘scientifically’ nor
‘democratically’ correct,”
Medha Patkar told The States-
man today.

“Since the location of the
plant site comes under the
Scheduled Tribe Area accord-

ingto Schedule5, and is gov-
erned by the provisions of the
Panchayats (Extension to
Scheduled Areas) Act 0f 1996,
the permission of the Gram
Sabhasis compulsory for any
such project,” Patkar point-
ed out.

“However none of the gram
sabhas have given their per-
mission and all have cate-
gorically rejected the pro-
posed setting up of the nuclear
power plant. Therefore, the
government must not con-
struct the project here,” she
stressed.

A protester, Navratan
Dubey said the tribals of the
villages organised an Adivasi
Sammelan (Conference of
the tribes) against the project.
Dubey is an office bearer of
the ‘Chutka ParmanuVirodh
Sangharsh Samiti, an NGO set
up to fight against the nuclear
power station.

ooooooo

the proposed nuclear power plant on the banks of Narmadain MP

Patkar and other activists
have also raised concerns
like radiation hazards, the
plant’s adverse impact on the
region’s bio-diversity, the fact
that the project is located in
a seismically active zone, its
close vicinity to alarge wildlife
inthe adjacent Kanha Nation-
al Park and the high per-

Megawatt cost of nuclear |

power in comparison to
renewable sources of energy.

According to a study, the
atomic plant s likely to con-
sume 7,25,76,000 cubic metres

of water every year from the '

reservoir, which will reduce
the total flow of water to the
Narmadariver. Besides, water
waste from the plant could
pose arisk of radiation, thus
polluting the reservoir.
Geographically, the pro-
posed location of the plant is
in a seismic zone posing the
possibility of natural disaster
striking the facility. The region
was hitbythe 1997 earthquake
and saw minor volcanic erup-
tionsin April 2011. Meanwhile,
Mandla district administra-
tionauthorities say that com-
pensation has been paid to the
families facing eviction.
“Due financial compen-
sation has already been paid
to more than 600 families,
which face eviction from the
area due to the nuclear power
plant,” Mandla District Col-
lector Jagdish Chandra Jatiya
told The Statesman.
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Funding for cleaning Ganga cut by almost 50% in
Revised Estimate, ghat beautification gets 32 lakh

crore was allocated for Nationalf

i
|
|
|
|
|

\ opment Fund of the Ministry of
YOUR RIGHT ?’ Agriculture and Farmers Welfare;

SHYAMLALYADAV SC/ST Hub scheme, but only Rs
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 30 the Pradhan MantriKrishiSinch- ~ 35.12 crore was spent till Dece |
m (\'e ayee Yojna of the Department  mber23. j
CLEANING THE Ganga has been Land Resources; and Smart Grid The Ministry hasafund called'
one of the flagship programmes e EXPRESS i and Green Energy Corridor MSME Fund, for which Rs 100!
of the NDA government. But due APPLICATION schemes of the Power Ministry.  crorewasallocated, but it was to-!
to the poor expenditure level, the : DILRMPhadbeenallocatedRs  tally unspent till December 23. |
government has cut the Budget  pertheinformationprovidedun- 150 crore, but till December 23 The Ministry of Food Proce-!
allocation by almost 50 per cent  der the RTI Act to The Indian  onlyRs2.49 crore was spent. ssing launched the scheme Oper-|
in the Revised Estimate (RE) for  Express.Similarly, the Rs 50-crore The Pradhan Mantri Krishi ~ ation Greens in 2018-19 and Rs!
the current financial year. allocationto the Ghatbeautifica- ~ Sinchayee Yojna — which was 200 crore was given in 2019-20.|
Under the Namami Gange tion plan was unspent till conceived foramalgamatingon-  Butdata from the Ministry shows|
project, Rs 700 crore was allo- ~ December 13. A similar trendis ~ going schemes — was given Rs  thatonlyRs 27 lakh was spent tilll
cated to the Ministry of Water  seen in many schemes of differ- ~ 2,066 crore for the current year, ~December 17.
Resources, River Development entministries, whichweremuch  butonlyRs437.10 crore was spent Similarly, for the Scheme for
and Ganga Rejuvenation,andRs  publicised by the government. tillDecember 23.The Ministryof ~Mega Food Parks under the
50 crore was allocated to the Ghat Other schemes thatareshar- ~ Agriculture has an Animal Ministry, Rs 200 crore was allo-
Beautification of Riverfronts. ing the same fate are — Digital HusbandryInfrastructure Devel- cated, butonlyRs65.68 crore was
Ministry sources confirmed India Land Records Modern-  opment Fund, for whichRs 25  spenttill that date.
that in the RE, the government  ization Programme (DILRMP) of  crore was allocated, but till The Department of Personnel
has left Rs 353.4 crore for the  the Department of Land Resou-  December 17, the entireamount  and Training received Rs 31.50 for
GangaplanandonlyRs2lakhfor rces; the programmes of E- wasunspent. the Scheme for Administrative |
the ghat beautification scheme. ~ Governance of the Ministry of Similar trends are seen in  Reforms, but only Rs 3.78 crore’
The Ministry of Water Electronics and Information some schemes of the Ministryof ~ was spent till December end.
Resourceswasabletospendonly  Technology (MeitY); Animal Micro, Small & Medium Enter- Fullreport on
wwwi.indianexpress.com

Rs 200 crore till December 13, as

Husbandry Infrastructure Devel-

et

prises (MSME), where Rs 121.69
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gicestupas — Ladakhs wayto conserve water

OuR CORRESPONDENT only a few of them can parlncl-

1 (‘b’\ This year, 25 artificial glaciers are being ~  pate.” Angmosaid.

LEH, JANUARY 30 She said: “Twelve ice stupas
Anicestupabuildingcompe. constructed in various villages of UT  yere built during the contest.

tition is being held in Ladakh
for the second consecutive

year. Ice stupas are a unique

way of conserving natural
water. The number of ice stu-

pas will be higher this year’

then the last year.

In all, 25 ice stupas are
being built this year in vari-
ous villages. Last year, only
12 ice stupas were built.

With no farming in winter

in Ladakh, water remains

- unutilised. When farmers

need water in the sowing sea-
son in spring, the region faces

a crisis as the discharge from

m,rvm mn
o R

The compet1 on, which 1sﬂ

being organised by' the .

Himalayan Institute of Alter-
native Ladakh, is held at this
time of winter when the cli-
matic conditions are harsh.
The participants take the
advantage of the prevailing
sub-zero temperature in the

* region for natural formation of

ice and conserve the running
water of village streams which
remains mostly unutilised in
the extreme cold, except for
drinking and washing.

The natural formation of ice

with th'e help of gravitaﬁonal

a prototype of the

' Bud ist stupa. This new con-

cept of makmg artlﬁmal gla-
ciers was introduced in

- Ladakh by environmentalist

and Ramon Magsaysay
awardee Sonam Wangchuk.
Contest coordinator Deskit
Angmo said: “The competi-
tion is being held to promote

better impact at the village
~ level and scale up the ice stu-

pa method of water resource
management of the villages.”

She said the number of par-
ticipants was increasing. “We
have received a large number
of apphcatxons, but due to the
shortage of material caused
by untimely closure of roads,

A

last year, but the number is 25

_ this time. At Ganglas village

near Leh town, 10 ice stupas
are being built with two main
objectives i.e. participation in
the contest and to organise an
ice climbing festival to gener-
ate income for participants.”
The ice stupa building was
started in' 2013 by Sonam
Wangchuk at Phyang village
soas to promote it in every vil-
lage of Ladakh, which faces
severe water crisis. The con-
test is being held since 2019.
The building of ice stupas
started in mid-December
last year and will end in the.
last'week of March. '
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Ganga flow norms: CWC

‘Plants violating e-flow requirements’

JACOB KOSHY .

NEW DELH] “ {b\
Over a year after the govern-
ment made it mandatory for
hydropower projects on the

upper reaches of the river

Ganga’s tributaries to re-
lease minimum quantities of

water through the year, 4 of .

the 11 projects are flouting
norms, says a report by the
Central Water Commission
(CWC).

The ecological flow, or e-
flow notification as it is
called, specifies that the up-

. per stretches of the Ganga —

from its origins in the gla-
ciers and until Haridwar —
would have to maintain:
20% of the monthly average

flow of the preceding 10-

days between November
and March, which is the dry
season; 25% of the average
during the ‘lean season’ of
October, April and May; and
'30% of monthly average
during the  monsoon
months of June-September.

- The CWC is tasked with
measuring the flow and en-
suring that plants comply
with the law. The non-com-
pliant ones are: Maneri Bha-

. li Phase 2, Vishnuprayag Hy-
' droelectric project, Srinagar
| Hydroelectric project and

s aL

the Pashulok barrage pro-
Jject. The Vishnuprayag and
Srinagar projects are on the
Alaknanda river, the Maneri
Bhali on the Bhagirathi and
the Pashulok is on the Gan-
ga main stream.

Moves court

- Power company GVK, which

runs the Srinagar project,
has challenged the e-flow
notification in the Uttarak- |
hand High court.

“After monsoon period,
many of the projects are not
meeting the mandated e-
flows,” the CWC report says.

The Centre’s e-flow notifi-
cation came into effect last
October and gave compa-
nies three.years to modify
their design plans, if re-
quired, to ensure that a mi-
nimum amount of water
flowed during all seasons.

In September 2019, the
government advanced this
deadline, from October 2021
to December 2019.

This was after the CWC
undertook field visits to hy-
dro power sites and report-
ed that most of the power
projects they could begin
implementing the norms
right away and didn’t need
three years.
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News item/letter/article/editorial published 011%.01.2.’9 Q@ in the following newspaper

Hindustan Times (New Delhi)
The Statesman (New. Delhi)

The Times of India (New Delhi)
The Indian Express (New Delhi)
The Hindu ( Delhi)

Pioneer (Delhi)
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