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Kaleshwaram to
the rescue again

Officials release 800 cusecs from Mallanna Sagar to its ayacut

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

The Bharat Rashtra Samiti
(BRS) has one more victory
to its credit in its fight for
water under the multi-stage
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation
Project. Close on the heels
of the ultimatum issued by
BRS leader and Siddipet
MLA T Harish Rao, Irriga-
tion officials on Tuesday re-
leased 800 cusecs of water
from Mallanna Sagar to its
ayacut. The emergency re-
lease of water was intended
to reach out to the villages
with dried up sources.
Harish Rao on Tuesday
demanded the government
to release water from Mal-
lanna Sagar within 24 hours,
failing which people in the
command area of the proj-
ect would lift the gates of
the project on their own.
Mallanna Sagar, which is
viewed as the mother of all
reservoirs in the Kalesh-
waram project, is the
biggest artificial reservoir in
the country and expected to
irrigate 11 lakh acres of land.
But the crops raised
under the project were on
the verge of withering with
water not being released.
The project has a gross
storage capacity of 50 tmc.
In all, eight heavy motors
were installed at the Thuka-
pur pump house in
Thokkuta mandal in Sid-
dipet district for lifting
water into the project.
Nearly 62 per cent of the
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation
Project ayacut is encom-
passed by the Mallanna
Sagar reservoir.
Earlier, on Sunday, in

Nearly 62% of the
Kaleshwaram LI
Project ayacut is
encompassed by
the Mallanna Sagar
reservoir

view of the mounting pres-
sure from people in the
water-starved villages, the
State government had
pumped water drawn from
the Yellampalli reservoir to
the SRSP flood flow canal
giving about 0.1 tmc of water
to quench the thirst of peo-
ple in a cluster of villages in
erstwhile Karimnagar dis-
trict.

The government also
started drawing 1000 cusecs
of water from the Nagarjuna
Sagar to meet the drinking
water needs in the com-
mand of the Nagarjuna
Sagar left canal.
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Water being released into Kudavelly Vagu from Mallanna Sagar, on Tuesday.

Irrigation officials meet
Justice Ghose over KLIS

HYDERABAD: The judicial
probe by Justice Pinaki
Chandra Ghose into al-
leged irregularities in the
implementation of the
Kaleshwaram Lift Irriga-
tion Scheme (KLIS) is set
to commence soon.

A team of irrigation of-
ficials led by Irrigation
Secretary Rahul Bojja met
him in Kolkata on Tues-
day and handed over the
terms of reference letter
pertaining to the inquiry,
and briefed him the high-
lights of the multi-stage
irrigation project.

The inquiry will delve
into the project execution
and financial matters.
The judicial commission
is expected to submit the
report within 100 days. It

was just a formal meeting
aimed at making Justice
Ghose familiar with the
execution of the project
and its barrages, officials
said.

The State ordered the
judicial probe as three
piers of the Medigadda
barrage were found sink-
ing, besides seepage is-
sues spotted in Annaram
barrage. The National
Dam Safety Authority
(NDSA) has also been
tasked with the investiga-
tion into the structural is-
sues of the barrages.

In addition, the Vigi-
lance Department has
conducted an inquiry
ahead of other agencies
being drafted for the pur-
pose.
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[rrigation water release halted

NARENDER
PULLOOR | DC
NIZAMABAD, APRIL 2

To cater the drinking
water needs of north
Telangana districts, Srira-
msagar project (SRSP)
officials decided to halt
the release of water for
agriculture in view of the
low storage level.

Water stands at 1059.30
feet in the SRSP against
its full level of 1091 ft. Last
year same day the project
had water at 1068.80 ft.
Against last year's storage
of 26.646 tmc ft (thousand
million cubic feet), the
reservoir currently holds
less than half, at 12.852

@ FARMERS under SRSP
ayacut should utilise the
water as a last chance in
the current season, SRSP
officials said. They said
farmers must utilise the
available water
judiciously. For drinking
purposes, 231 cusecs of
water was being released.

tme ft. Earlier, 7,000
cusecs of water was
released through the
Kakativa main canal for
agriculture, which had
decreased to 6,000 cusecs.
It would be tapered down
to 3,000 cusecs and eventu-
ally stopped on

Wednesday

Farmers under SRSP
ayacut should utilise the
water as a last chance in
the current season, SRSP
officials said. They said
farmers must utilise the
available water judicious-
ly. For drinking purposes,
231 cusecs of water was
being  released to
Nizamabad, Kamareddy,
Nirmal, Adilabad, Jagtial
districts.

Speaking to Deccan
Chronicle, an SRSP offi-
cial said that water avail-
able in the project will
meeting drinking water
needs up to July when the
mMonsoon rains are expect-
ed.
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