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Telangana Today- 03- August-2021

Dry weather over next
three days, says IMD

Temperature in the city expected to be around 33 degrees

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

Apart from light drizzles at
some places, the city hasnot
received any major showers
in the last cne week. On the
other hand, it was a warm
and dry Monday, with the
maximum  temperature
being 30.4 degree Celsius.

According to Dr K Na-
garatna, director, IMD Hy-
derabad, there was no possi-
bility of rain in the next two
to three days.

“This weather condition
is called Break Monsoon
and occurs when the mon-
socon trough shifts closer to
the foothills of the Hi-
malayas, Due to no rains, the
temperature in the city will
increase by one to two de-
grees in the coming days.
However, the monsoon will
revive in the second week of
August across Telangana,
Although, we cannot pre-
dict the intensity right now,
there could be light to mod-
erate showers, and some-
times heavy downpours in
the State,” he said.

The forecast by the
Telangana State Develop-
ment Planning Society also
informs of soaring tempera-
tures in the city. The maxi-
mum temperature in Hy-
derabad during the next
three days is expected to be
between 31 and 33 degree
Celsius and the minimum
temperature will be in the
range of 21 degree to 23 de-
gree Celsius,

in the city. — Photo: Surya Sridhar
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A few districts of Telan- and Medak witnessing
gana recorded only light wunder 10 mm rainfall. Yel-
rains on Monday with Adi- landu, Bhadradri Kothagu-
labad, Nizamabad, dem, received the maxi-
Vikarabad, Sangareddy mum rainfall of10.8 mm.
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Centre taking

anti-Telangana
stand on river
water, says KCR

Hyderabad: Telangana chief
minister K Chandraselkhar
Rao on Monday slammed the
Centre for its anti-Telangana
stand onriver waters.
Reacting to the jal shakti
ministry's ga-
zette notifica-
tion on river
management
boards, Rao
said the Centre
~= was adopting
an anti-Telangana stand. He
also hit out at Andhra Pra-
deshsayingit wasresortingto
‘dadagiri’ and constructing
unauthorised irrigation pro-
jectson Krishnariverwithout
permissions. He made it clear
that Telangana will not give
up itsshareof river water.
Rao said the government
would divert Godavari river
waters from Palair to Pedda
Devulapalli tank near Nagar-
juna Sagar to meet the irriga-
tionrequirements, whichisin
the Krishna river basin. The
chief ministeralso reiterated
his commitment to complete
all 15 lift irrigation schemes
sanctioned for erstwhile Nal-
gonda district within next
year-and-half. ians
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‘Belong to both states’: CJI offers
to recuse from Krishna case -

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: At a time when
rains have cooled tempers by
putting Krishna river in spa-
te, Chief Justiceof IndiaNV
Ramana Monday suggested
to both Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana to resolve the dis-
pute over apportioningof its
water through mediation
and not spend time and ener-
gy over litigation.

Headinga bench also com-
prising Justice Surya Kant,
the CJI told AP counsel Dus-
hyant Dave both states willin-
g, he would supervise the me-
diation for equitable sharing
of Krishna water among
them. “But, if you want adju-
dication of legal issues raised
by Andhra Pradesh in its writ
petition, I will recuse and post

Iifyouwant .
® audication of
legal issues raised by
Andhra Pradesh in its
writ petition, | will recuse.
and post the petition
‘before another bench... |
can arrange for mediation
and supervise it for a
possible resolution of the
Krishna water-sharing
dispute

- ~CJI N V Ramana

the petition before another
bench,” he said. “I belong to
both the states. I can arrange
for mediation and supervise
it for a possible resolution of
the Krishna water-sharing
dispute,” the CJIsaid.

b ‘Scarcity of water’, P8
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Problem arises
when there’s scarcity
- of water: Ramana

» Continued from P 1

P counsel Dushyant
A Dave termed the CJI's

suggestion worth con-
sidering and said he would
take instructions from the
¥§ Jagan Mohan Reddy gov-
ernmentand get back.

Appearing for Telangana,
advocate CS Vaidyanathan
said there is plenty of water
and both states are enjoyinga
surplus at the present. “The
problem isnot filt dur-
ing monsoon, It arises
when there is scarcity.
of water,” CJINV Ra-
mana said and posted
the matter for hearing
on Wednesday,

In its writ petition, And-
hra Pradesh accused Telan-
gana of depriving its people
of their legitimate share of
Krishna water for drinking
andirrigation. Italleged that
Telangana was deliberately
not following decisions tak-
en on river water manage-
ment inthe apexcouncil con-
stituted under the Andhra
Pradesh Reorganisation Act
of 2014, as also the directions
of the Krishna River Man-

agement Board constituted

under the 2014 Actand the di-

rections of the Centre.

AP had also blamed the
Centre for not notifying the
exact jurisdiction of the
KRMB, “This is resulting in
illegal acts on the part of Te-
langana and its authorities,
creating serious constitu-
tional issues,” it said. Howev-
en.a day after AP moved the
SC, the Centre on July 16 noti-
fied the Godavari and the
Krishna river man-
agement boards, giv-
ingthem moreteeth to
administer, regulate,
operate and maintain
projects listed on
these two rivers in Te-
langana and Andhra Pradesh
as per the mandate of the AP
Reorganisation Act.

Jagan Reddy govern-
ment's petition stated: “Fun-
damentalrights are being in-
fringed onaceount of uncon-
stitutional, illegal and un-
just acts on part of
Telangana and its officials,
resulting in the citizens of
Andhra Pradesh being de-
prived of their legitimate
share of water.”
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{ ANDHRA, TELANGANA TOLD }

Resolve Krishna water dispute amicably: SC

Utkarsh Anand
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Monday advised Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana to ami-
cably resolve the dispute on
sharing the Krishna river water
for drinking and irrigation,
“without the involvement of any
third party”.

Heading he bench, Chief Jus-
tice of India (CJI) NV Ramana,
who was born in the undivided
state of Andhra Pradesh, clari-
fied that he would not adjudi-
cate the legal issues involved in
the matter but if the states were
forthcoming on settling the dis-
pute through talks, the bench
could assist the mediation proc-
ess. “I belong to both the states.
I don’t want to hear this matter

NV Ramana

legally. But if the matter can be
settled in mediation, please do
that. Otherwise, we will have to
send this matter to another
bench,” the CJI told senior
counsel Dushyant Dave, who
appeared for the Andhra Pra-
desh government, which has
filed the petition alleging Telan-
gana government was depriving
its people of legitimate share of

Krishna water.

Dave, on his part, com-
mended the CJI's views, adding
he would have to speak to the
competent authorities in the
Andhra Pradesh government.

Appearing for Telangana,
senior advocate CS Vaidya-
nathan said the Centre has
intervened and there was noth-
ing left for the court to adjudi-
cate. Justice Ramana then asked
both the lawyers to persuade
their client to iron out the issues
amicably. “I can only wish for
both of you to convince your
governments to resolve it with-
out the involvement of any third
party,” the CJI said while fixing
the matter on Wednesday.

The Andhra government, in
its petition, has complained that
Telangana was refusing to fol-

low decisions taken in the apex
council constituted under the
Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation
Act, 2014, directions of the
Krishna River Management
Board and those of the Centre,

“More significantly, the state
of Telangana is clearly in viola-
tion of a binding award, popu-
larly known as ‘Bachwat award’
made on May 31, 1976, and
express provisions of the 2014
Act whereby the state of Andhra
Pradesh was bifurcated into Tel-
angana and Andhra Pradesh,”
stated the petition.

The petition urged the SC to
direct the Centre to take control
of the common reservoirs of Sri-
sailam, Nagarjunasagar, and
also Pulichintala and operate
the same as per the binding
award and regulations.

Deccan Chronicle- 03- August-2021

'WEATHER | ALERT Over 5,000 people affected as 500 villages are marooned

Heavy rains trigger flash floods in MP

RABINDRA NATH
CHOUDHURY | DC
with agency inputs
BHOPAL, AUG. 2

Flash floods in some
rivers in Gwalior-
Chambal region of

Madhya Pradesh caused
by incessant rains in the
last three days have inun-
dating around 500 villages
and washed away a bridge.
A minor died in a rain-
related incident in the
region in the last 24 hours,
Official reports reaching
here from the region said
five rivers, Parvati, Kuno,
Kwari, Sindh and Sip were
in spate following the
incessant rains in
Gwalior-Chambal region,
causing deluge in three
districts of Shivpuri,
Sheopur and Guna.
Around 500 villages in
these three districts were

A view of a flooded area after overflow of rivers
Damodar and Mundeswari in Hooghly district of West

Bengal on Monday.

marooned following the
flash floods in these rivers
affecting nearly 5,000 peo-
ple, official reports said.
Three Indian Air Force
helicopters have been dep-
loyed to evacuate people

-PT!

from the marooned vil-
lages. The National
Disaster Rapid Force
(NDRF) and State Disaster
Rapid Force (SDRF) teams
have been sent to Seopur
to shift the people in the

affected-villages to safety.

In Shivpuri district,
around 200 villages under
Pohri and Chhattri areas
have remained marooned
while the flash floods
inundated around 150 vil-
lages under Korhal and
Vijaypur areas in Sheopur
district.

Around 150 villages
under Bomri and Bisha-
nwada areas in Guna dis-
trict have been marooned,
official reports said.

A four-vear-old boy, Nax
Lodha, in Nayagaon vil-
lage in Guna district died
due to the collapse of the
wall of his house late on
Sunday night.

Flash floods in Son
Mruga river on Monday
washed away an under-
construction bridge near
Alampur in Bhind district
under Gwalior-Chambal
region.

Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan talked to
collectors of three dis-
tricts and asked them to
speed up rescue opera-
tions in marooned villages
and rehabilitation of the
affected people.

Meanwhile, the Met
department on the third
consecutive day on
Monday issued red and
orange alerts for 25 dis-
tricts in Madhya Pradesh
forecasting heavy to
extremely heavy rainfall.

The red alert predicted
very heavy to extremely
heavy rainfall, ranging
between 115.6 to 204.5 mm
or more and thundershow-
ers accompanied by light-
ning strikes, at isolated
places in eight districts
namely Gwalior, Shivpuri,
Guna, Ashok Nagar, Datia,
Sheopur, Morena and
Bhind.
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being lifted to release water on Monday.

22 N'sagar dam

with heavy inflow of water from upstream projects in Krishna River, the gates at Nagarjunasagar Dam

gates

lifted after good inflow

3.54 lakh cusecs of water being released downstream

DC CORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, AUG. 2

With heavy inflow of
water from upstream
projects in Krishna Ri-
ver, the gates at Nagarj-
unasagar Dam lifted to
release nearly 3.54 lakh
cusecs of water down-
stream on Monday.
Water resources
authorities maintain
that as they started
lifting the gates one
after another from 6.30
pm on Sunday, so far,

they had lifted 22
gates to a height of 10
feet out of a total of 26
gates.

At present, the reser-
voir is filled to a height
of 587.20 ft against FRL
of 590 ft with current
storage of 305.62 tmeft
(97.94%) against the
gross  capacity at
FRL of 312 tmcft of
water. As the reservoir
is getting inflow of
3,54,288 cusecs from
upstream, the authori-
ties are releasing the

same quantity of water
by lifting the gates.
Meanwhile, Pulic-
hintala project is recei-
ving inflow of 3,13,962
cusecs resulting in the
current storage of
water at 40.77 tmeft
(89.08%) against the

gross  capacity  at
FRL of 45.77 tmcft of
water.

Meanwhile, release of
huge quantities of
water from upstream
projects is having its
impact on Prakasam

barrage as at present,
2,05,547 cusecs of water
is being received at the
project with the same
amount of water being
released downstream.
The reservoir is filled
to the brim with a stor-
age capacity at 3.07
tmeft of water:

The authorities soun-
ded alert along the co-
urse of the river at the
three projects down-
stream, urging people
living in low-lying
areas to be cautious.
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‘Rainfall in Aug, Septlikely to
be on higher side of normal’

The spatial distribution suggests that below normal to normal rainfall
is likely over many areas of central and some areas of north India

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: There was
widespread light to moder-
ate downpour across parts of
north Indian plains and Madhya
Pradesh on Monday, with the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) predicting rainfall
during August-September to be
on the higher side of normal.

Defence aireraft were flown
in to rescue people in some
flooded villages in Shivpuri
district of Madhya Pradesh as
heavy rains lashed large parts of
the state. Sixty people stranded
in a flooded building in neigh-
bouring Sheopur district were
rescued after they got stuck
as floodwaters entered the
premises.

Rajasthan, meanwhile, has
moved from defieit rainfall cate-
gory to that of normal rainfall in
a week, with 14 out of its 33 dis-
tricts receiving normal down-
pour and 10 witnessing excess
rains, Among other states in the
region, Uttar Pradesh recorded
moderate to heavy rains accom-
panied by thundershowers at
many places.

In its forecast for the second
half of the four-month mon-
soon season, the IMD said west
Madhya Pradesh and adjoining
Rajasthan, some parts of inte-
rior Maharashtra, Jammu and
Kashmir, Ladakh, some parts of
Punjab and Himachal Pradesh
are likely Lo receive below nor-
mal rainfall in August.

Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
Telangana, Rayalaseema region
of Andhra Pradesh, Konkan and
Goa, central Maharashtra, south
Gujarat, northeastern states and
Bihar are likely to receive above-

A boatman moves past a boy swimming in Dal Lake in riugur, on Mnndr

normal rainfall during August,
itadded.

For Delhi, the IMD said
that after witnessing unchar-
acteristically heavy rains and
an irregular weather pattern
in July, the national capital is
likely to receive normal rain-
fall in August.

The city recorded 18.1 mm
downpour at Palam till 5.30 pm
on Monday, and is likely to wit-
ness a light spell of rainfall on
Tuesday, it said.

It recorded a minimum tem-
perature of 26.1 degrees Celsius
and a maximum of 37.2 degrees
Celsius.

Rajasthan was under the def-
icit rainfall category last Mon-
day but heavy to extremely
heavy rainfall during the past
few days has improved the
situation.

The normal rainfall in Rajas-
than from June 1 to August 2 is

263.08 mm. This vear, the state
has recorded 262.57 mm rainfall
during this period, according to
areport of the Water Resources
department,

With this, now 14 districts
of Ajmer, Banswara, Bikaner,
Bundi, Chittorgarh, Dausa,
Jaipur, Thalawar, Thunjhunu,
Nagaur, Pali, Rajsamand, Sikar
and Tonk are under the normal
rainfall category.

With 61.02 per cent more
rainfall, Sawai Madhopur is
under the abnormal rainfall cat-
egory, while no district has come
in the scanty rains category.

Ten districts that recorded
excess rainfall are Alwar, Baran,
Bharatpur, Churu, Dholpur,
Hanumangarh, Jaisalmer,
Karauli, Kota and Pratapgarh.

Remaing eight districts of
the state Barmer, Bhilwara,
Dungarpur, Ganganagar, Jalore,
Jodhpur, Sirohi and Udaipur

have received deficit rains.

According to meteorological
department, during the last 24
hours, light to moderate rainfall
accurred at almost all places in
eastern Rajasthan and at a few
places in the western of the state.
Heavy to extremely heavy rain-
fall occurred at a few places.

Baran district is facing a
flood-like situation where the
Parvati river is overflowing due
to incessant downpour. The dis-
trict administration has issued
an alert in view of the torrential
rains there.

In Jaipur city, many roads
were submerged on Monday
due to constant rains,

The Met has issued an alert
for heavy to extremely heavy
rainfall at some places in east-
ern Rajasthan districts during
the next 48 hours.

In Uttar Pradesh, 17 ecm
downpour was recorded at

Tehrauli (Jhansi), 11 cm at
Mahroni (Lalitpur), 9 cm each
at Kulpahar (Mahoba) and
Chilaghat (Jhansi), Beberu
(Banda), Dhaurahara (Kheri)
and 7 cm each at Talbehat (Lal-
itpur), Mauranipur (Thansi),
Mahoba, Banda and Nautanwa
(Maharajganj).

The Met department has
forecast rain and thunder-
showers at few places over on
Tuesday.

In Madhya Pradesh, the Met
issued red and orange alerts for
25 districts.

The red alert warned of very
heavy to extremely heavy rain-
fall and thundershowers accom-
panied by lightning strikes at
isolated places in Gwalior, Shiv-
puri, Guna, Ashok Nagar, Datia,
Sheopur, Morena and Bhind
districts.

The orange alert warning
of heavy to very heavy rainfall,
thundershowers and lightning
strikes has been issued for iso-
lated places in 17 districts.

Both alerts are valid till
Tuesday morning,

The Met also predicted rain
or thunderstorms at most places
in the districts falling under
10 divisions, including Bhopal,
Indore and Jabalpur.

In Maharashtra, 18,751 fam-
ilies in Mahad and Poladpur
talukas of Raigad district were
affected by flooding and other
rain-related incidents on July 22
and 23, a district official, quot-
ing a survey.

With heavy rains causing
deluge in parts of the state, Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray
said there was a need to devise
a “permanent solution” to the
frequent flood crisis.
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Yamuna still above ivarning’
level; light rain predicted today

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The water level
in the Yamuna in Delhi receded
slightly on Monday but was still
above the warning mark of 204.5
metres, as widespread rains con-
tinued in the upper catchment
areas of the river, officials said.
The administration has been
keeping a close watch on the situ-
ation as more rains are expected
in the region in the next three
to four days.

The water level was recorded
at 204.87 metres at the Old
Railway Bridge at 3 pm. It was
205.30 metres at 8 pm on Sun-
day, according to the flood con-
trol room. Till Sunday morning,

over 100 families living in the
Yamuna floodplains had been
moved to higher areas, an offi-
cial said.

Meanwhile, the IMD has said
that the national capital is likely
to witness a light spell of rain-
fall today (Tuesday). The city
recorded 18.1 mm downpour
at Palam till 5.30 pm on Mon-
day, it added.

Delhi had registered 13 mm
downpour in a 24-hour period
ending at 8.30 am, and the min-
imum temperature settled at
26.1 degrees Celsius, the weather
office said.

The relative humidity
recorded at 5.30 pm was 76 per
cent, it said, adding that the

city’s maximum temperature
was recorded at 37.2 degrees
Celsius.

After witnessing uncharac-
teristically heavy rains and an
irregular weather pattern in July,
Delhi is likely to receive normal
rainfall in August, the weather-
man said.

Delhi gets its maximum rain-
fall in July and August. Normally,
the city receives 210.6 mm and
247.7 mm rainfall in July and
August, respectively.

The capital gauged an unusual
507.1 mm rainfall this July, which
was nearly 141 per cent above
normal. Itwas also the maximum
rainfall recorded in July since
2003 and the second-highest ever.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

New Indian Express- 03- August-2021

Govt orders
Thirumoorthy
dam water release
for irrigation

Chennai: The State
government on Monday
ordered the release of water
from the Thirumoorthy Dam
for irrigation in Tiruppur and
Coimbatore districts. The
Dhali canal will carry 700 mcf
of water between August 3
and May 31, 2022. The water
willirrigate a total area of
2,786 acres in the
Udumalaipet region. Besides
this, as much as 9,500 mcf of
water will be released via the
Palaru old ayacut for 135 days
starting from August 3 in five
phases. This water will irrigate
94,068 acres in both the
districts. ENS
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Water level in the Yamuna receded slightly on Monday, but was still above danger mark. MUKESH AGGARWAL

Surplus rain likely in second

halt of monsoon, says IMD

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, AUGUST 2
Rainfall during the second
half of the June-September
monsoon season 1s expected
tobe onthe higher side of nor-
mal, the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said today.

The rain over the country
during the second half
{(August and September) 2021
southwest monsoon season “is
most likely to be normal (95 to
105% of Long Period Average)
with a tendency to be on the
positive side of the normal”,
theweather office said.

In August, rain is expected to
be “normal to below normal
over parts of northwest and
central India”. “Monthly rain-
fall for Augustover the country
is most likely to be normal (94
to106% of the LPA). Spatial dis-
tribution suggests that below
normal to normal rainfall is
likely over many areas of cen-
tral India and some areas over
northwest India Normal to
above-normal rainfall is most
likely over most parts of penin-
sular India and northeast

An |AF personnel evacuates a
woman during a rescue
operation in Hoogly district. Fmi

July recorded 7%
deficit rainfall

India” IMD Director General
Mrutunjay Mohapatra said.
West Madhya Pradesh and
adjoining Rajasthan, some
partsof interior Maharashtra,
Jammu and  Kashmir
Ladakh, some parts of Pun-
jab and HP are expected to
receive below normal rainfall
in August, Mohapatra said.
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
Telangana,  Rayalaseema
region of Andhra Pradesh,
Konkan and Goa, central

Maharashtra, south Gujarat,
northeastern states, Bihar
are likely to receive above-
normal rainfall during the
month, he added.

The latest global model fore-
casts indicate that the prevail-
ing neutral ENSO conditions
are likely to continue over the
equatorial Pacific Ocean. How-
ever, sea surface temperatures
over central and east equatori-
al Pacific Ocean are showing
cooling tendency and there is
an increased possibility of re-
emergence ofthe La Nina con-
dition at the end of the mon-
soon season or thereatter.

So far, June received 10 per
centmarerainfall than normal.
July recorded a rainfall deficit
of seven per cent. The deficit
was 25 per cent in the east and
northeast India division of the
IMDwhereas the south penin-
sula received 27 per cent more
rainfall than the normal North-
west and central India regis-
tered a deficiency of 7 per cent.

Overall, the country has
received one per cent less
rainfall than normal from
June 1 to July 31.



K K KAPILA

he recentincidents of land-

slides, cloudburst, flooding

and falling rocks in the hill

states of Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand and Jammu & Kashmir
resulting in heavy loss of life and
property has once again put the
spotlight on the need for early
detection, warning and prevention
systems, and for adopting time-
tested sustainable solutions includ-
ing zoning maps of landslides,
floodplain mapping and taking
flood proofing measures.

It is high time that we used test-
ed sustainable solutions and eco-
logically proven techniques for
avoiding flood-related disasters
each year and also turned to apt
investigative tools in determining
causes for failure. Depending on the
causes, proven technologies that
meet specific needs must be adopt-
ed so that the hill states that have
borders with other countries have
all-weather roads and sustainable
infrastructure.

India accounts for about 18 per
cent of the total global fatalities due
to landslides in the hills. Uttarak-
hand, Himachal Pradesh, | & K and
Ladakh account for more than 65
per cent of landslide areas in the
country followed by the Northeast-
ern Himalayas and Western Ghats.
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Hill infrastructure needs care

..'b':;?f

Worldwide, to avoid loss of
human life and damage to infra-
structure, flood-plain mapping pro-
grammes and zoning of landslide
and rock-fall prone areas are carried
out. This is to generate and provide
information to help minimize dam-
ages from floods, landslides and
rock falls. With the help of floodplain
mapping, zoning of landslide and

o~

rock fall prone areas, impact of
damage to humans and property
can be minimised by not allowing
habitation and development in
these areas.

Traditionally, natural events like
rainfall and earthquakes are known
to cause these large movements of
rock, soil and debris. But construc-
tion of roads and buildings, mining

and hydropower projects are now
increasingly destabilising slopes,
making them more susceptible to
slippage.

Similarly for all-season sustain-
able roads and infrastructure in the
hill states in the aftermath of natural
disasters, there is a need to use non-
destructive and least invasive tech-
niques to build roads in the hill
states.

The Geological Survey of India
(GS1) is presently working on a
national landslide susceptibility
map under which areas are divided
into different zones according to
probability of a landslide. It has
already covered 85 per cent of the
entire 4.3 lakh sq km landslide-
prone area of the country on a
1:50,000 scale map.

In recent projects for four-lan-
ing and six-laning of roads under-
taken by the National Highway
Authority of India (NHAI), hill cut-
ting and widening works have been
done using a combination of exca-
vators, road headers and breakers.
This minimises the extent of dam-
age to the hill slopes. In combina-
tion with remedial measures such as
concreting with wire mesh and rock
baolting, use of rockfall nets, concrete
cladding, and, most important,
proper diversion of surface runoff
through catch drains, chutes and toe
drains on berms, stability has been
provided to the slopes

Ideally the best way to develop
roads in hills is by the use of tunnels

and connecting viaducts. This min-
imises disturbance to the existing
hill slopes. One of the best examples
is the Kalka-Shimla Heritage Rail,
the alignment of which comprises
103 tunnels crossing geologically
weak strata. Despite being over 100
years old, this rail line had been
closed on rare occasions indicating
the robustness of the alignment in
penetrating slopes in geologically
competent formations and tunnel-
ing when such formations are
unavailable. However, economics
often restricts development of such
costly but far more permanent solu-
tions. Thus, it is time that we adopt
alternative technologies for our
structures.

Another area for adopting alter-
native technology is the use of
emergency bridges like Acrow and
bailey bridges, where bridges are
immediately required in hill states
after the damage. Modern emer-
gency bridges, though costlier, give
the advantage of two-lane traffic
and allow heavier loads that match
permanent bridges designed for
National Highway requirements in
an extremely short time frame,
thereby giving early relief and restor-
ing commercial activity which is
very important in states where
tourism is a major facet of the econ-
omy.

The writer i President, Emeritus,
International Road Federation and former
co-chairman, FICC! Infrastructure
committee.
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Damsswampyvillagesin
Kolkata, IAFjoinsrescue work

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA/BURDWAN, 2
AUGUST

Panchavyat minister Subra-
ta Mukherjee today visited
some of the inundated areas
following release of huge
quantities of water by the
DVC and Durgapurbarrage.

Indian Air force chop-
pers have been deployed
for rescue operations after
South Bengal districts were
swamped, damaging hous-
es and leaving many strand-
ed.

Large parts of West Mid-
napore, Hooghly, Howrah,
Burdwan have gone under
the water forcing the inhab-
itants of flooded-stricken
areasto climbup to the ter-
races.

Buildings are partially
submerged while cattle too
have been shifted to the ter-
races. Such was the sight in
Ghatal, in West Midnapore
where peoplearestruggling
to survive the next minute.

The SDO’s office was also
inundated and a wall col-
lapsed, said Suman Biswas,
SDO, Ghatal.

The flood victims are fac-
ing dire circumstances which
have forced them to use the
floodwater for drinking pur-
poses which have further
sparked off concerns of an
epidemic outbreak.

Ghatal residents claim it
isthe only way they can sur-
vive since leaving their hous-
es have ceased to become an
option when due to flood-
ing, the snake bites have
become apparent. “We are
trapped and helpless. In
case there is furtherrainfall,
we might not survive” said
afarmer in Ghatal who has
shifted to the roof of hishut
with his family.

Mukherjee, after review-
ing the flood situation, said
the state government has
arranged fordrinking water
at nearby camps in flood-hit
areas, wherever it was pos-
sible. Water pouches are
being distributed.

“Trinamul party work-

Indian Air force chop-
pers have been
deployed for rescue
operations after South
Bengal districts were
swamped, damaging
houses and leaving
many stranded.

ers, too, are lending sup-
port to the flood victims.
The situationis grim,” admit-
ted the minister.

Similar was the sight in
Khanakul and adjoining
areas in Hooghly district
where many were airlifted by
IAF choppers from terraces.

The Rupnarayan River
breached the embankments
leading to the ingress of
river water into civilization.

Parts of Arambagh have
been hit by the Shilabati
and Dwarakeshwar Rivers.

Defence sources con-
firmed some of the IAF heli-
copters have been deployed
for the rescue operations. In
Howrah, about 41 villages
have drowned in Uday-
narayanpur. The Durgapur
Barrage discharged 1.55lakh
cusecs of water on Sunday
at1l pmwhichhitthe down-
stream blocks in Burdwan
further causing fresh inun-
dation in Galsi-I, I, Raina-
11, Jamalpur and
Khandaghosh.

“The barrage had to
release more waterbecause
the reservoir was failing to
cope with the huge inflow,”

said Sanjay Singh, execu-
tive engineer with the
Damodar Headworks of the
state irrigation department.

The state chief secretary,
HEK Dwivedi has met the
district magistrates of the
flood-hit areas and have dis-
cussed plans on evacuation
and distribution of relief.

More than 35,000 people
have been evacuated by the
state government with help
of NDRF and SDRF teams
while about nine persons
have reportedlydied. Evac-
uation will continue in the
devastated districts.

Durgapurbarrage today
released 1.411akh cusecs of
water, lower than yesterday
asrains in Jharkhand's upper
catchment declined.

Thereductioninrelease
although failed to improve
situation in flood-hit areas
in Burdwan East, Bankura
and part of Hooghly. The
district recorded that floods
partially damaged 548 hous-
es besides damaging 153
houses.

“The flood situation is|
improving and things are
likely to be under control
shortly, especially with the|
decreasing trend of water dis-
charge from the barrage,” said
Priyanka Sinla, DM, Burdwan
East.

Jagannath Chatterjee,
deputydirector, agriculture|
said: “An estimated 72,000
hectares of Amon paddy is|
submerged and khariff crop)
cultivated on 350 hectares|
have been washed away.”




SC offers mediation in Krishna dispute
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A.P. claims Telangana has deprived
its people of their share of water

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI1
Chief Justice of India (CJI)
N.V. Ramana on Monday of
fered to send a water dispute
case filed by Andhra Pradesh
against Telangana for media-
tion, while saying, in the
background of the Assam-
Manipur border flare-up,
that the people of the two
States were “brothers”, who
should not even “dream” of
doing harm to each other.
The CJI's remark came in
response to an indirect allu-
sion made by senior advo-
cate Dushyant Dave, appear-
ing for Andhra Pradesh, to
the Assam-Manipur vio-
lence. “Looking at what hap-
pened in the Northeast...”
Mr. Dave began. Interjecting
at this point, the CJI said:
“Do not think like that even
in your dreams... We are all
brothers”.

During the hearing, he
said he hailed from both
Andhra Pradesh and Telan-
gana. He could not adjudi-
cate the case legally.

So, the CJI gave the parties
an option. “If you want to
settle the issue through me-
diation, I will send it for me-
diation. On the other hand, if
you want the case to be ad-
judicated or to be heard le-
gally, T will list it before
another Bench,” CJI Ramana
addressed the parties.

Counsel seeks time

Mr. Dave said the CJI's sug-
gestion was “eminently fair”.
This was a “political issue”,
he stated and sought time to
get instructions from the
State government.

The case concerned And-
hra Pradesh’s petition accus-
ing Telangana of depriving
its people of their legitimate

Season'’s special: Twenty-two crest gates of the
Nagarjunasagar dam on Krishna river in Telangana were
opened on Monday owing to the heavy inflow. =t.viava kumar

share of water for drinking
and irrigation.

Senior advocate C.S. Vai-
dyanathan, for Telangana,
said the issue had become in-
fructuous. The Centre on Ju-
ly 15 notified the Godavari
and the Krishna river man-
agement boards in order to
maintain neutrality and to
ensure effective river water

management between the
two States.

The focus of the current
petition is a Telangana go-
vernment order of June 28,
2021, notifying that “to tap
more hydel generation in the
State, the government has ta-
ken a decision to generate
hydel power up to 100% in-
stalled capacity”.
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Water level in Yamuna still above ‘warning’ mark

NEW DELHI: The water level
in the Yamuna in Delhi receded
slightly on Monday but was
still above the warning mark of
204.5 metres, as rains contin-
ued in the upper catchment ar-
eas of the river, officials said.

The water level was recorded
at 204.87 metres at the Old Rail-
way Bridge at 3 pm, ebbing
from 205.30 metres at 8 pm on
Sunday; according to the flood
control room.

With more rains expected in
the next three-four days, the ad-
ministration has been keeping
a close watch on the situation.
Till Sunday morning, over 100
families living in the Yamuna
floodplains had been moved to
higher areas, an official said,

On Friday, the Delhi adminis-
tration had sounded a flood
alert as the river swelled to
205.59 metres, breaching the
danger mark of 205.33 metres

amid heavy rains in the upper
catchment areas, -

Aflood alert is declared when
the Yamuna crosses the ‘warn-
ing mark’ of 204.50

With Haryana discharging
more water into the river from
the Hathnikund Barrage in Ya-
munanagar district, the depart-
ments concerned in Delhi re-
main on high alert. Boats have
been deployed and families liv-
ing in vulnerable areas tempo-
rarily moved into tents and
government shelter homes,
said an official of the Delhi Dis-
aster Management Authority.

The Delhi flood control room
reported a discharge rate of
around 15,000 cusecs from the
Hathmkund Barrage at 3 pm.
Normally, the flow rate is 352
cusecs. The water discharged
from the barrage normally
takes two-three days to reach
the capital. ENS/PTI

lﬁ‘fﬂnod mntml mom'mported a dlsthargh rate of around '
secs from Haryana's Hathnikun Barrage at 3 prn. i

Norm y. the flow rate at' the barrase is 352 cusecs.
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