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Will lead Goa delegation to
Delhi on Mahadayi issue: CM
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PANAJI: Goa chief minister Pra-
mod Sawant on Monday said he
will soon lead a delegation of state
leaders to New Delhi and urge the
Union government to withdraw
its approval granted to Karnataka
for detailed project reports (DPRs)
of two dams on Mahadayi River.

The distribution of the Maha-
dayi River water has remained a
major dispute between Goa and
Karnataka for years, with the
former opposing the Centre’s deci-
sion to allow diversion of 3.9 tme
{thousand million cubic metre)
water from Kalasa and Banduri
streams that feed the west-flowing
Mahadayi in the upper reaches of
Western Ghats.

On Monday, Sawant chaired a
special cabinet meeting to draw
upa “strategy” to counter the Cen-
tre’s clearance to Karnataka for
DPRs of two dams on Mahadayi
(spelt Mhadei in Goa).

“The Goa government will not
compromise on the Mahadayi
river issue,” Sawant told reporters
after the cabinet meeting. “The
construction of dams at Kalsa and
Bhandura will affect drinking
water requirement of the people
living in North Goa district.”

Goa CM Pramod Sawant

Later in the day, Sawant also
called an all-party meeting, but
the opposition parties — including
the Congress, the Aam Aadmi
Party, the Goa Forward Party and
the Revolutionary Goans Party —
boycotted it, accusing the Bharat-
iva Janata Party (BJP)-led state
sovernment of “sacrificing Goa's
interests” in favour of the party's
electoral prospects in neighbour-
ing Karnataka, which will go to
assembly polls in a few months.
The opposition parties also
accused the chief minister of
drawing up the state’s strategy
without seeking their inputs,

“The opposition should not cre-
ate issues for the sake of opposi-
tion. Everyone should be united as
Mahadayi is a lifeline for us,” Saw-
ant said. “I reiterate, Mahadayi is
like a mother to me.”

The chief minister said the cab-
inet has decided to lead an all-
party delegation to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union home min-
ister Amit Shah and Jal Shakti
minister Gajendra Singh Shelkha-
wat to express opposition to the
approval granted for dam DPRs.

“Even though the Mahadayi
Water Disputes Tribunal has
awarded Karnataka 3.9 tme to
divert to the Malaprabha River
Basin, we will pursue this matter
in the Supreme Court, where our
petition is pending, and follow it
up rigorously,” Sawant said.

He further said the approval
granted for the DPR is an in-prin-
ciple one as Karnataka will have to
get permission from the Union
ministry of environment, forests
and climate change (MoEF&CC).
“This (environment ministry)
approval will not be possible as
the Mahadayi River runs through
a wildlife sanctuary,” Sawant
added.

Goa has opposed any diversion
of water from Mahadayi, which
originates in the Western Ghats in
Karnataka, takes a detour via
Maharashtra and enters Goa as
the Mandovi. The river basin
drains an area of 2,032 sgkm, of
which 375 sqlam lies in Karnataka,
77 sqkm in Maharashtra.

Both the Goa and Karnataka
governments have, for different
reasons, challenged the Mahadayi
Interstate Water Disputes Tribu-
nal's verdict in August 2018 that
granted Karnataka a total of 13.42
thousand million cubic feet of
water out of their demand of
36.558 thousand million cubic
feet. However, Goa has not
opposed Karnataka's right to use
the water within Mahadayi basin.

While Goa has approached the
Supreme Court arguing that Kar-
nataka should not be allowed to
divert any water owing to the fact
that the Mahadayi river is a water-
deficient river, Karnataka is before
the Supreme Court arguing that
the tribunal erred in granting it
13.42 thousand million cubie feet
of water.

The opposition Congress boy-
cotted the all-party meeting,
claiming Sawant had already
taken the decision in morning.

“We were called today to dis-
cuss this issue, Itis shocking to see
that the CM after his cabinet meet-
ing has announced certain deci-
sions on the Mhadei issue. It is
completely  undemocratic,”
alleged leader of opposition Yuri
Alemio. “What have you called us
for then: To nod our heads like
cattle?”
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Significant goals achieved under
Namami Ganga plan: Jal Shakti Minister

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: While chairing
the National Ganga Council
meeting, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi spoke about ways
to enhance cleanliness efforts,
including expanding the net-
work of sewage treatment
plants in smaller towns.

Emphasising ways to
enhance various forms of herbal
farming along the Ganga, the
PM said that the purity of Maa
Ganga is our common heritage
and also our responsibility as
our forefathers have given us a
precious heritage and it is our
destiny to hand over this heri-
tage to future generations in
the same condition and with
same purity.

PIC/MPOST

The Ganga council meeting
was held on December 30 in
Kolkata and PM Modi chaired
the meeting through video
conferencing.

On the occasion, Union
Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat said that
under the leadership of PM

Modi significant improvement
has been achieved in all verti-
cals under the Namami Ganga
programme.

The minister further said
that several major initiatives
have been initiated under
Arth Ganga that primar-
ily aims to establish a peo-
ple-river connection through
the “bridge of economy” and
develop Namami Gange as a
self-sustainable river rejuve-
nation model for the entire
country.

Shekhawat said that novel
initiatives have been under-
taken including the promo-
tion of natural farming, reuse
of treated water and sludge,
livelihood generation, institu-
tional capacity building, etc.
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RIZOMNA is racing to its last

drop of groundwater — this

was the headline of a report

in the New York Times
(December 29, 2022). It reminded me of
Punjab. The report said: “Arizona’s
water is running worrying low, Arnidst
the worst drought in more than a mil-
lenmium, which has left communities
with barren wells, the state is depleting
what remains of its precious ground-
water Much of it goes to private compa-
nies nearly free, including Saudi Ara-
hia’s largest dairy company.”

Arizona draws most of its water
from the Colorado river, which it
shares with seven other states that
are unable to come to an agreement
for sharing the resource fairly. Pun-
jab shares river waterswith Haryana,
Rajasthan and Delhi, and they too
have been unable to come to a satis-
factory agreement. Like Arizona,
Punjab's groundwater has been
overdrawn to support farms produc-
ing crops for export. Punjab's wheat
and rice are exported all over India
and to other countries. Alfalfa, growm
in Arizona, feeds cows in the US and
even in water-scarce Saudi Arabia.

Both Arizona and Punjab are suffer-
ing from the globalisation and corpo-
ratisation of agriculture. Punjab's
Green Revolution was propelled by US
agricultural technology. The TS also
provided modern dairying technology
to Saudi Arabia, spawning the giant
Saudi agricultural company, Almarai.
Needing more fodder and more water
to feed its cattle, it looked for sources in
the US. In retum for alarge investment
of FDI, Arizona state leazed 3 500 acres
at a very low price to Almarai to grow
alfalfa, and water usage charges were
one-sixth the market rate. Almarai's
“ease of doing business™ has furmed
into difficulties in ease of living for cit-
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For anew paradigm of growth

Groundwater crises of Arizona and Punjab show how things have gone wrong

ALARMING: Lake Powell, the seconcHargest resansair in the United States, now
stands at its lowest level sincea itwas filked in the mid-19608, RELTERS

The pursuit of relentless growth of global and national GDP
has become a cancer that is sucking water out of the Earth.

izens of Arizona whoare running out of
water for their ;wn needs.

The technologies of the US and the
size of its economy made it a global
power. [ts economy grew very large
in the 20th century with the mecha-
nisation of its farms and industries.
Itz citizens' ease of living improved
with the ownership of automobiles
and home appliances. The growth of
the US economy and improvement
of its citizens' lives was powered
with hydrocarbon energy. The US
way of life became an aspiration for
people around the world,

The problem with the US way is
that it does not sit well with nature.
Scientists estimate that if all citizens
of the world were to attain the stan-
dards of consumption of the average
of an American, humanity would
need three Earths to provide suffi-
cient resources for everyone, We have
only one Earth, and it is running out
of water, which is fundamental for
life for everyone, even in the US. We
clearly need a better model of what a
good life is, and a better way of
enabling everyone to live good lives
wherever on the planet they are,

Change is eszential in flundarmental
concepts driving economic policies.
One is the measure of productivity.
The productivity of enterprises, and

the entire economnmy too, is measured
as the output of a unit of labour
Therefore, when the amount of
human effort used in an enterprise,
and for overall economic growth is
reduced, productivity thus measured
is improved, To improve the produc-
tivity of the agriculture sector, fewer
persons should be employed in the
sector. They should be replaced by
machines (which requires financial
capital), and their energy should be
replaced by other energy sources —
hydrocarbons being the most effi-
cient so far. Humans displaced from
agriculture to improve “productivity”
must find employment in manufac-
turing or services. When human
effort in those sectors is also replaced
by machines and artificial intelli-
gence (which requires other sources
of energy and investment of capital),
no wonder the economy will have an
overall employment problerm.

The second concept is value. When
the value of an enterprise’s output is
measured purely in terms of money,
and decisions made about fairly shar-
ing the value amongst contributors to
it, it is convenient to measure contri-
butions in financial terms too. There-
fore, the intrinsic values of human
labour (and enwvironmental resources),
which are qualitative in nature, are

etripped off for the ease of mathermat-
ical caleulations. Qualitative values
become ‘externalities’ to the econo-
my; and money becomes the only cur-
rency for evaluating the worth of
human beings and nature.

The third concept is efficiency,
which business managers and eco-
nomic policvmakers  strive  to
improve. Efficiency (like productivi-
ty) is the ratio of the output produced
by an input. The philosophical gques-
tion is: what is the outcome that peo-
ple within a society value the most?
Can workers value the stock market
valuation of a business enterprise as
much as investors and senior execu-
tives whose compensations are
directly tied to it? What worth is
growth of GDP to common citizens
when they cannot earn enough to pro-
vide for their family's needs for shel-
ter, nutrition, health, and education?

The fourth concept is equity — a
measure of fairness in sharing the
outcomes. Economists and man-
agers duck this question, as men-
tioned before, by their mathematical
computations of the inputs and out-
puts of an enterprise in money
terms. Fairness and trust are essen-
tial qualities of good enterprises and
good societies. They enable enter-
prises to perform more efficiently
and become more productive, by
reducing costs of supervision, polic-
ing, and dispute resolution, which
do not add any intrinsic value to the
production of the desired outeomes.

The fifth concept is growth.
Growth is good, provided it is not a
cancer that saps the life out of its
host. The pursuit of relentless
growth of global and national GDP
has become a cancer that is sucking
water out of the Earth and life out of
the planet, as the stories of Arizona
and Punjab illustrate.

Humanity needs a new paradigm
of growth: growth of equity and
social trust along with the growth of
environmental sustainability,. The
curriculums of schools, as well as
models of business and the economy,
must be changed urgently. They
must be built upon new foundations:
with new concepts of productivity,
value, efficiency, equity and growth.
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" GOA, KARNATAKA SPAR
OVER KALASA-BANDURI
WATER DISPUTE

NAUSHAD BIJAPUR @ Belagavi

THERE was a war of words
between the Karnataka and
Goa governments on Mon-
day over the Kalasa-Banduri
project across the Mahadayi
river.

Water Resources Minister
Govind Karjol said that Goa
cannot prevent Karnataka
from implementing the
project as the Union Govern-
ment has given its ap-
proval to the revised
detailed project re-
port (DPR). Karjol
said tenders will be
floated in a month
and the project will be
implemented within a
year.

Karjol’s statement came
on a day when Goa Chief
Minister Pramod Sawant
held a special meeting on the
Mahadayi dispute. The meet-
ing decided to appeal to the
Centre for withdrawal of the
approval given to Karnata-
ka’s revised DPR.

In the meeting, Sawant
said an all-party party dele-

gation from Goa will meet
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister
Amit Shah if the situation
demands.

He reiterated his demand
for the creation of a Maha-
dayi Water Management Au-
thority to oversee the execu-
tion of Mahadayi tribunal’s
award and asked the Centre
to provide a copy of the DPR
of the Kalasa Banduri

project. The Mahadayi
Interstate Water Dis-
putes Tribunal, in its
verdict in August
2018, granted Karna-
taka 13.42 tmcft of

' J water against the de-

mand for 36.558 tmcft.

The Central Water Com-
mission approved the DPR
based on the proposal drawn
up by the Karnataka Water
Resources Department seek-
ing todivert 3.9 tmcft —2.18
tmcft from Banduri and 1.72
tmeft from Kalasanalas —for
drinking water purposes in
the twin cities of Hubballi-
Dharwad and a few other ar-
eas of North Karnataka.
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