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‘Ganga Utsav’:
| |

on inaugurral day
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NEW DELHI, NOV. 2

The Continuous Learning
and Activity Portal (CLAP)
was launched by the Union

Jal Shakti minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat and other
dignitaries on the inaugural
day of ‘Ganga Utsav - the
River Festival 2027'. CLAP is
an initiative by Namami
Gange, created and execut-
ed by TREE Craze

Foundation under leader-
ship of Ms Bhawna Badola,

CEO of TREE Craze
Foundation. CLAP is also
funded and supported by
World Bank. This is an inter-
active portal that is working
towards initiating conversa-
tions and action around the
rivers in India. The Portal is
also a platform to facilitate
debates and discussions
and express ideas on vari-
ous issues pertaining to
environment, water, rivers
etc. Congratulating NMCG
for making Ganga Utsav
grander every year, Mr

Shekhawat said: “It is our
collective responsibility to

rejuvenate and preserve our
rivers. Every individual
should think how can they
contribute to the cause of
rivers."”
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THE HIGHEST IN FIVE YEARS

India saw 125 extremely heavy
rainfall events in Sep, Oct: IMD

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: India recorded
125 extremely heavy rainfall
events during September and
October of 2021, the highest
in five years, owing to late with-
drawal of the southwest mon-
soon and higher-than-normal
low-pressure systems, India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said on Tuesday.

The country recorded 89
extremely heavy rainfall events
this September against 61 in
the same month last year, 59
in 2019; 44 in 2018 and 29 in
2017.

Also, 36 such events were
witnessed in October this year
compared to 10 in the corre-
sponding period of 2020; 16
in 2019; 17 in 2018 and 12 in
2017, according to IMD data.

The meteorological depart-
ment said the causes of disas-
trous weather episodes
included the late withdrawal
of the monsoon, a higher-than-
normal number of low-pres-
sure systems during the period
and the interaction of active
western disturbances with low-
pn::murc‘ SYSI('I'I]S in OC‘Ubff.

Nine low-pressure sys-
tems, including two cyclones,
one deep depression and six

IMD said that South India is likely to get above normal rainfall in November

lows, affected the country dur-
ing the period. Unprecedented
extremely heavy rain in Utta-
rakhand on October 18 and 19
claimed 79 lives. The Himala-
yan state received 203.2 mm
rainfall against the normal of
35.3 mm in October.

Heavy to extremely heavy
rain during October 17-19 due
to interaction of a low-pres-
sure area and an intense west-
ern disturbance caused flash
floods and landslides in Utta-

rakhand and riverine flooding
in west Uttar Pradesh.

Rainfall recorded below
15 mm is considered light,
between 15 and 64.5 mm
moderate, between 64.5 mm
and 115.5 mm heavy, between
115.6 and 204.4 is very heavy.
Anything above 204.4 mm is
considered extremely heavy
rainfall.

The southwest monsoon
withdrew from the entire coun-
try on October 25 against the

normal date of October 15,
making it the seventh-most
delayed retreat since 1975.

The country received "nor-
mal" rainfall during the four-
month southwest monsoon
season from June to Septem-
ber -- 87 cm against the Long
Period Average (LPA) of 88 cm
of 1961-2010 (99 per cent of
its LPA).

This is the third consecutive
year that the country recorded
rainfall in the normal or above-

normal category. Rainfall was
above normal in 2019 and
2020,

Meanwhile, the India Mete-
orological Department said on
Tuesday that South India is
likely to receive above normal
rainfall over 122 per cent of its
long period average in Novem-
ber, the India Meteorological
Department said on Tuesday.

Rainfall for November over
the South Peninsular India
(Coastal Andhra Pradesh,
Rayalaseema, Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry, Kerala and south
interior Karnataka) is most
likely to be above normal (>122
per cent of long period average
), it said.

Based on data collected
during 1961-2010, the long
period average (LPA) of rainfall
over South Peninsular India in
November is about 117.46 mm.

The northeast monsoon
that commenced on Octo-
ber 25 has led to heavy rain-
fall in Kerala. The state gauged
589.9 mm rainfall in Octo-
ber, the highest in the month
since 1901.

IMD Director General
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra said
rainfall will continue over
south India, particularly Ker-
ala, till November 11.
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Funds of shelved Sarovaram project
to help augment city water supply

Storage tank with 40-lakh-litre capacity to come up at Kaloor

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

The Kochi Corporation’s de-
cision to drop the “unfeasi-
ble” Sarovaram project is
likely to benefit the city
dwellers as the funds ear-
marked for the project will
be utilised for enhancing the
water supply.

A portion of the ¥9.33
crore earmarked for the pro-
ject, which was caught in a
series of issues including the
violation of the Coastal Regu-
lation Zone rules, would be
used for the construction of
a 40-lakh-litre-capacity wa-
ter storage tank at Kaloor.
The funds will also be util-
ised for replacing some of
the old water supply pipe-
lines in the city.

The Kerala Water Authori-
ty has mooted the water
tank construction and re-lay-
ing of water supply pipe-
lines. The water supply pro-

Te cycle tat:k—cum—'a\nvallwua).r

oject on Chilavannoor Lake,

which has been dropped. =eiLepHOTO

jects that are implemented
in the city under the Atal
Mission for Rejuvenation
and Urban Transformation
(AMRUT) will benefit from
the dropped project, accord-
ing to civic authorities.

The LDF-led civic admi-
nistration decided to drop
the project, which was
pushed by the previous re-
gime headed by Soumini

Jain, as the project landed in
trouble. The UDF regime
had planned a cycle track
and walkway across the Chi-
lavannoor Lake. However,
the Kerala Coastal Zone Man-
agement Authority declined
permission for the project,
citing the violation of rules.
The Kerala High Court had
also ordered that the ear-
then bund, which was con-

structed along the lake,
should be removed as it was
apprehended that the bund
would lead to flooding in the
area.

According to Mayor M.
Anilkumar, the project
would require acquisition of
land even if the original pro-
ject, which was conceived
during the period of former
Kochi Mayor C.M. Mani, was
implemented. No funds
were available under the
AMRUT projects for land ac-
quisition. Hence, the deci-
sion to drop the implemen-
tation of the project from
AMRUT, he said.

The guidelines of the mis-
sion insist that the funds
from the sector can be util-
ised only for drinking water
projects. The funds that
would be saved from the Sa-
rovaram project will be thus
utilised for the water supply
schemes, he said.
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