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Jal Jeevan
mission driven
by villages,
women: PM

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: With the country
adding over five crore rural
households with tap water con-
nections in the past two years
under the Centre’s flagship Jal
Jeevan Mission (JJM), PM Mo-
dion Saturday said JJM's vison
was not just to provide water
but it was also a “big movement
of decentralisation”.
“This is a village«driven
- women-driven movement,”
said the PM, while virtually
addressing the village water
and sanitation committees
(VWSCs) on Gandhi Jayanti.
The VWSCs are a key compo-
nent of implementing the
JJM, which aims to provide
 tap water connections to all
rural households by 2024
He underlined how the JJM
was in sync with Mahatma
| Gandhi's dream of ‘Gram Swa-
- raj’ (village self-governance).
~ The PM launched a dedication
fund to tap private donors to
give a boost to the Mission
through public participation,
and released a mobile App for
improving awareness among
stakeholders and for greater
transparency and accountabil-
ity of schemes under the JJM.



Their knowledge of city's
hydrogeography a big factor
inimplementing the project
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BENGALURU, DHNS

en machines replaced manual la-

bourinconstructionand irrigation

sectorsin the last two decades, the

Mannu Vaddars who traditionally dug wells
wentout of business.

Theearth-diggers, asub-sect of the Bhovi
community,are getting gradual recognition
as Bengaluru begins to grapple with the wa-
ter crises and urban floods. The recharge
wells theydug upindifferentcity neighbour-
hoods are beginning to ensurewater security,
besidesensuring them much-needed income
even amidst the raging pandemic.

Scattered largelyalong the peripheral ar-
cas of Anckal and Sarjapur, the community
has been digging the recharge wells as part
of the ‘Million Wells' campaign initiated by
Bengaluru-based Biome Environmental
Solutions together with Friends of Lakes
and other like-minded groups.

Thecommunity members have collective-
lydug abouttwo lakh wells across Bengaluru
thlit has replenished the city’s groundwater
table.

The pandemic may have slowed down the
pace of digging the wells, but the communi-
ty has gone on steadily besides desilting the
existing ones, Their work in Sarjapur Road,
Bellandur Lakecatchmentarea, Lalbaghand

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Deccan Herald- 03- October-2021

Groundwater rejuvenation
projectgiveslivelihood, respect
totraditional well-diggers

Work

Cubbon Park hasstarted to vield results.

“Besides recharging the groundwater
table, we also wanted to ensure livelihoed
for this community members,” explained
Vishwanath S, director of Biome Environ-
mental Solutions, “More than 1,000 families
livearound Bengaluru. Their deep tradition-
al knowledge and understanding of Bengalu-
ru’s hydrogeology contributed to building the
recharge wells.”

C Pedhanna, a member of the Mannu
Vaddar community from Anekal, alone has
morethan 3,000 recharge wells to his credit
inthe last two years.

Friends of Lakes co-founder Ramprasad
said the community knows theartoldigging,
something they have been doing for gener-

ations. “By involving all of them in the pro-
gramme, our idea was to ensure at least Rs
2lakh worth income to a family every year,”
he said.

Well-digger Narayana said it takes one
day for a five-member team to dig a single
recharge well.

“Thewellswithadiameterof threeto four
metres goes to the depth of 12 to 15 feet, ide-
ally.” he said, as he dug a well at JP Park. “It
also depends on the soil we are digging, If
we comeacross a rock, there will be delays.”

A typical recharge well with a depth of 15
to 20 feet will cost around Rs 30,000 to Rs
35,000. The earth diggers fill the recharge
wellswith pre-castconcreteringsand fill the
surrounding with40mm stonejelly. The top

ol thewellissealed withasiltfilter and amesh
to preventanybody from fallingin.

“Ittakes about just one hour for the earth
toabsorb 10,000 litres of water,” explained
Jayaramanother earth-digger.

Besides digging wells, the earth-diggers
have also rejuvenated and desilted old open
wells that could help percolate even more
water underground.

Receiving 600 mm to 1,000 mm annual
rainfall, Bengaluru can ideally recharge
its groundwater table with 80 per cent of
rainwater. “The city requires about 10 lakh
recharge wells and our aim is to have one
rechargewell ineveryalternative property,”
Vishwanath explained.

“Today, with over twao lakh recharge wells,
Bengaluru has the highest recharge wells
amaong all the metropolitan cities in India.
The overall rain percolationratein Bengalu-
ru ranges from three to eight per cent due
to heavy concretisation of the surface, Our
objective is to increase this to at least 50 to
60 per cent with these recharge wells,” he
further explained.

One-stop solution

The recharge wells have also becomea one-
stop solution to prevent urban flooding.
“During heavy rains, some parts of Cub-
bon Park used to be inundated and remain
marshy for over amonth.

“But now, all that stagnant water is ab-
sorbed into the earth by these wells and the
land becomes normal in less than two to
three days,” Ramprasad said.

“Similarly, in Peenya, a well was stopped
at about 10 feet after we hit a rock. But the
rock had eracks and itabsorbed water within
three hours of the well filling up,” he added.
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EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER2

OBSERVING THAT each house-
hold in 1.25 lakhvillages across 80
districts is now getting tap water,
Prime Minister NarendraModion
Saturday said that the day is not
farwhen nowoman in the coun-
try will have to walk long dis-
tances every day to
fetch water.

Addressing a gathering
through video conference on the
occasion of the launch of the Jal
Jeevan Mission Appand Rashtriya
JalJeevan Kosh, the Prime Minister
said, “Since Independence to 2019,
only 3 crore households in the
country had access to tap water.
However, Since the launch of Jal
Jeevan Mission in 2019, 5 crore
households have been connected
to tap water connections.”

“Today, every household in
about 1.25 lakh villages in about
80 districts of the country is get-
ting water from tap. The woork that
wasdoneinthelast 7 decades, to-
day’s India has done more work
than thatin just 2 years."

“Wo din door nahin jab desh ki
kisi bhi behen-beti ko paani laane
ke liye roz roz door door tak paidal
chal kar nahin jaana hoga. Woapne
samay ka sadupyog apni behata-
ree, apni padhai-likhai, yaapne ro-
Jjgaar par usko shuroo karne mein
kar paengi(The dayis not farwhen
no woman in the country will
have towalklongdistances every
day to fetch water. They will be
able to utilise their time for their
betterment, education oremploy-
ment),” Modi said.

“Empowerment of womenin
villages is one of the top priorities
of our government,” the Prime
Minister said.

“We have seen many movies,
read stories and poems detailing
how the women and children of
thevillage have towalk milesand
miles to fetch water.. Why does
the water notreach these people?

PM’s message for women: Soon,
you won’t have to travel for water

PM Narendra Modi pays tribute to Mahatma Gandhi on his
birth anniversary, at Rajghat in New Delhi, Saturday. Amit Mehra

EXPLAINED

Focusonwomenas
aconstituency

From toilets in every home and school, to affordable sani-
tary pads and nutrition support during pregnancy and im-
munisation, the government has taken many steps to
strengthen what the Prime Minister called ‘Matra Shakti'.
Most of the 2.5 crore houses built in villages are in the
name of women, Ujjwala has relieved women of smoke-
filled life, women are being integrated with Atmanirbharta
mission through self-help groups, and these groups have
increased three fold in the last seven years, the PM re-
minded his audience, comprising primarily people from
states bound for the elections next year.

[ think those whohad the respon-
sibility of policy-making foralong
time should have asked this ques-
tion to themselves," the Prime
Minister said.

The Prime Minister said, “A
long time has passed, 75 years of
Independence, now we have to
move very fast. We have toensure
that the situation of transporting
water by tankers or trains to any
part of the country does not arise
again...For this we have to con-
tinue our work on war footing,”
Modi said.

Stating that many areas in the

country face the problem of pol-
luted water, the Prime Minister
said thatat one time, the number
of tap connections in the 61 dis-
tricts of the country affected by
encephalitis was just 8 lakh. Today,
it has increased to more than 1
crore 11 lakh, he said. He said that
the number of tap connectionsin
aspirational districts has increased
from 31 lakh to more than 1 crore
16 lakh.

The Prime Minister also inter-
acted with five Pani Samiti(water
committees)and gram panchayat
members.
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Under Jal Jeevan
Mission, 5¢r houses
oot water line: Modi

New Delhi, Oct. 2: Since the
launch of the Jal Jeevan
Mission in 2019, five crore
households have got water
connection and now tap
water is reaching every
household in about 1.25
lakh villages, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said on Saturday, asserting
that today's India has done
more work in just two years
than what was done in
seven decades. Speaking
after interacting with gram
panchayats and pani sami-
tis/village water and sani-
tation committees (VWSC)
on the Jal Jeevan Mission,
PM Modi said the mission is
not just about bringing
water to people but it is also
a decentralisation move-
ment that is village and
women-driven.

“From the time of
Independence till 2019, only
three crore households in
our country had access to
tap water. Since the launch
of the Jal Jeevan Mission in
2019, five crore households
were provided with water
connections,” he said.

“Today, water is reaching
every household in about
1.25 lakh villages in about 80
districts of the country. That
is, today’s India has done
more work in just two years
than what was done in the
last seven decades,” he said.

In aspirational districts,
piped water connections
have risen from 31 lakh to
over 1.16 crore, the Prime
Minister said.

Mr Modi said it has to be

IN ASPIRATIONAL dis-
tricts, piped water connec-
tions have risen from 31
lakh to over 1.16 crore, the
Prime Minister said

ensured that the situation
of bringing water to any
part of the country through
tankers or trains never aris-
es.

In an apparent dig at pre-
vious Congress dispensa-
tions, he said for a long time
those who were responsible
for policy-making lived in
abundance of water.

They had water at their
homes and in their swim-
ming pools, Modi said.

“They had not seen pover-
ty and it was just an attrac-
tion for them. It was just a
means for them to show off
knowledge. They should
have strived for an ideal vil-
lage but they kept liking the
shortcomings in the vil-
lages,” he said.

The Prime Minister also
launched the Jal Jeevan
Mission app for improving
awareness among stake-
holders and for greater
transparency and accounta-
bility of schemes under the
mission.

He also launched the
Rashtriya Jal Jeevan Kosh,
where any individual, insti-
tution, corporate or philan-
thropist, be it in India or
abroad, can contribute to
help provide tap water con-
nection in every rural house-
hold, school, anganwadi cen-
tre, ashramshala and other
public institutions. — PTT



EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @NewDelhl

MORE work hacl been done to-
wards providing tap water to
households in the last two years
than what was done in previos
seven decades, Prime Miister
Naredra Modi said on Saturday
while unveiling Rashtriya Jal
Jeevan Kosh (RJJK).

“From Independence till
2019, only three crore house-
holds in the country had access
to tap water. Since the launch
of Jal Jeevan Mission in 2019,
five crore households have been
connected with water connec-
tions. Today, water is reaching
every household in about 1.25
lakh villages in about 80 dis-
tricts of the country,” he said.

The coverage in aspirational
districts has increased from 31
lakh to 1.16 crore, the PM add-
ed. “In just two years, more
work has been done than was
done in the last seven decades,”
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More households got tap waterin
two years thanpast 7 decades: PM

Asserts water is reaching every household in 1.25 lakh villages in 80 districts across India
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PM Modi interacts with Village Water and Sanitation Committees on Saturday | e

said the prime minister.

Any individual, institution,
corporation or philanthropist
can contribute to the RJJK to
help provide tap water to house-
holds. The platform to allow do-

nations is aimed to help boost
the provision of tap water to
schools, Anganwadi centres,
spiritual shelters and other
public institutions.

The PM also interacted with

gram panchayats and paani
samitis/Village Water and San-
itation Committees on ‘Jal
Jeevan Mission'.

Speaking about the initia-
tives of his government in the
rural areas, Modi said meas-
ures like toilets in every home
and school, affordable sanitary
pads, nutrition support during
pregnancy and immunisation
had strengthened the “Matra
Shakti (women power)”.

“Most of the 2.5 crore houses
constructed in the villages are
in the name of women. Ujjwala
has relieved women of smoke-
filled life. They are being inte-
grated with self-reliance mis-
sion through self-help group
movement,” said Modi.

He added that there had been
13-fold increase in the last sev-
en years in support to women
under National Livelihood Mis-
sion as compared to five preced-
ing years to 2014.
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Healsolaunched the RashtriyaJalJeevan Kosh

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 2 OCTOBER

rime Minister Naren-

dra Modi on Saturday

interacted with Gram

Panchayats and Pani
Samitis / VillageWater and San-
itation Committees (VWSC)
on Jal Jeevan Mission through
video conference.

Healso launched the Jal Jee-
van Mission App and Rashtriya
Jal Jeevan Kosh and said, “Jal
Jeevan Mission is not just to
make water accessible to the
people. This is also a big
movement of Decentraliza-
tion.”

Referring to popular con-
ceptions of the problem of
water, the Prime Minister
talked of movies, stories,
poems that tell in detail how
thewomen and children of the
village walked miles to fetch
water. In the minds of some

Y
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people, this picture emerges
assoon as the name of the vil-
lage is taken.

The Prime Minister asked
why so few people think about
the question? Why do these
people have to go to some river
or pond every day, afterall, why
does the water notreach these
people?

“I think those who had
the responsibility of policy-
making foralong time, should
have asked themselves this
question,” the Prime Minis-

terremarked. The Prime Min-
ister said that perhaps the ear-
lier policy-makers did not
realize the importance of
water as they came from water
abundant areas.

Modisaid, coming from a
state like Gujarat he has seen
drought conditions and knows
theimportance of everydrop
ofwater. Thatiswhybeing the
Chief Minister of Gujarat,
providing water to the people
and water conservation were
his priorities.

unchesJal
ssion App

The Prime Minister said
fromindependence till 2019,
only 3 crore householdsin the
country had access to tap
water. Since the launch of Jal
Jeevan Mission in 2019, 5
crore households have been
connected with water con-
nections.

Today, water is reaching
every household in about
1.25lakh villages in about 80
districts of the country. In
the Aspirational districts, the
number of tap connections has
increased from 31 lakh to
1.16 crore.

He noted that in just two
years, more work has been
done than was done in the last
seven decades. He appealed
to every citizen of the coun-
try who lives in an abun-
dance of water, to make more
efforts to save water and called
upon them to change their
habits too.
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