CWMA: K'taka
met order on
Cauvery water

( Tauvery Water Manage-
_ment Authority has told
the Supreme Court that in
compliance with its direc-
tive, Karnataka has released
1,49,898 cusecs of water be-
tween August 12 and 26 to Ta-
mil Nadu. On the order to re-
lease 5,000 cusecs daily, CM
Siddaramaiah said the gov-
ernment will present its dis-
tressed situation before
CWMA and the court.P5
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K'taka has fulfilled obligation on
release of Cauvery water, SC told

CM: We're In Dlstress, Will Present Ground Reality To Apex Court

TiMes News NETWORK

Bengaluru/Delhi: Inaminorre-
lief for Karnataka, Cauvery Wa-
ter Management Authority
(CWMA) has told the Supreme
Court that the state has complied
with its directions to release wa-
ter to Tamil Nadu.

In its reply filed before the
apex court, CWMA said Karnata-
kahas followed the order by relea-
sing a total of 1.49,898 cusecs of
water between August 12 and
August 26.

On August 25, Karnataka had
also submitted before the top court
that it had already released water
pursuant to CWMA directions,
and it takes three days for it to re-
ach Tamil Nadu. During the hea-
ring, a three-member bench com-
prising Supremecourt Justices BR
Gaval, PS Narasimha and Pras-
hant Kumar Mishra had said it do-
es not possess any expertise in the
matter, seeking a report from
CWMA on TN's plea. “We find it
would be appropriate that CWMMA
submits its report on whether the
directions issued by it for water
discharge have been complied
with ornot,” the bench had said.

Appointment with PM sought

On the fresh order to release 5,000
cusecs of water daily to TN for 15

T!'IAHKS-
GIVING: CM
Siddaramaiah,
accompanied
by his
deputy DK
Shivakumar
and other
ministers,
offers bagina
to rl\rer Kri sh

OVER 200 TALUKS MAY BE DECLARED DROUGHT-HIT

Bagalkot: The governmentis likely
to declare over 200 taluks drought-hit
inview of severe rainfall shortage.

Chief minister Siddaramaiah said
acabinetsub-committee headed by
revenue minister Krishna Byregowda
will meet on Monday to review the
situation and takeacallon
announcing drought-hit taluks.

“As many as 113 taluks have
already been identified as
drought-hit, and joint surveys have
beenundertaken to identify another
73.0nce the survey report comes,
the government will take a decision,”

days starting August 29, chief mi-
nister Siddaramaiah on Saturday
said the state government will
place the ground reality before
CWMA and the Supreme Court.

said the CM after offering bagina to
river Krishna at Almatti. “In June,
there was about 56 per cent
shortage inrainfall. While July saw
near-normal rainfall, August again
reported deficit,” he said.

The CMsaid amemorandum will
be submitted to the Centre seeking
aid for the drought-hit taluks, after
whichthe Centre will send a panel to
conduct survey. Later, funds will be
released as per National Disaster
Response Fund guidelines. “The
state will later carry out relief work
with the funds.” he said. mn

The CM added that he has sought
an appointment with Prime Mini-
ster Narendra Modi and Union
Jal Shakti minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat to lead an all-

party delegation aimed at protec-
ting the state's interest on the is-
sue, and discuss other projects
awaiting clearances.

“We are in distress in the Cau-
very basin. There is rain deficit, no
water in damsand fear of drinking
water shortage, Drinking water is
the first priority as per the water
policy. From where will we release
that much without water? We will
protect the state’s interest by safe-
guarding our drinking water ne-
edsand farmers' crops, We will pla-
ce these facts before CWMA and
the Supreme Court,” he said.

Other projects
Siddaramaiah said, on getting the
PM'sappointment, the state will al-
so demand a gazette notification
on the Upper Krishna Project, en-
vironment and forest department
clearance for Mahadayi project
and necessary clearances for imp-
lementing the Mekedatu balan-
cing reservoir project across Cau-
very, which is opposed by TN.
Various farmers’ bodies con-
tinue to stage demonstrations in
Mysuru, Mandya and Chamara-
janagar against the govern-
ment'smoveof releasing water to
TN. Opposition parties have criti-
cised the Congress government
for “doing nothing” to protect
Karnataka's interest.
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Odisha to rehabilitate those
displaced by Hirakud dam

The Odisha government on Saturday announced
a plan for giving land rights to 1,749 families in
Jharsuguda district, who had lost their land amid
the construction of the Hirakud dam across the
Mahanadi in the 1950s. Steps were taken to
resolve a seven-decade-long displacement issue
following the direction of Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik, who was apprised of it by V.K. Pandian,
his private secretary and secretary to 5T (Team
work, technology, transparency, transformation
and time limit) initiative. Mr. Pandian had
received grievances during his recent visit to
Jharsuguda district. Record of rights will
reportedly be given on 3,231 acres of land to 1,749
families in 19 villages.
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Will take all-party delegation
to Delhi on Cauvery issue: CM

Siddaramaiah says as per water policy, priority should be given for drinking water; he adds

that Karnataka govt. would place the ground realities before the CWMA and the Supreme Court

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

arnataka Chief Mi-
K nister Siddara-
maiah on Saturday

said that his government
would take an all-party de-
legation to New Delhi to
meet Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and Union
Water Resources Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
on the issue of release of
Cauvery river water to Ta-
mil Nadu.

The Cauvery Water
Management  Authority
(CWMA) has directed Kar-

Siddaramaiah

nataka to release 5,000 cu-
secs water daily to Tamil
Nadu for the next 15 days
from August 29.

Speaking on the issue,
Mr. Siddaramaiah said

there was crisis because of
deficit rainfall in the Cauv-
ery command area. Ho-
wever, as per water policy,
priority should be given for
drinking water, he said.

“From where will we re-
lease that much without
water? We will protect the
interest of the State by safe-
guarding our drinking wa-
ter needs and crops of our
farmers. We will place the
ground facts before the
CWMA and the Supreme
Court,” he added.

“Our Water Resources
Minister [D.K. Shivakumar]
has met senior counsel ap-

pearing for the State before
the Central Water Commis-
sion and apprised him of
the ground realities. As the
issue will come up for
hearing on Wednesday, di-
rections have been given
on what should be our
stand,” he said.

Meanwhile, the Karna-
taka Rajya Raitha Sangha
has reiterated its demand
to the government to stop
the release of water to Ta-
mil Nadu. It will also stage
a protest in all district
centres on September 5 in
support of its demand.
(With PTI inputs)
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Three-fourths of India’s irrigation
sources run on electricity: study

Electrification of groundwater withdrawal corresponds to a rise in the use of tubewells and borewells that are capable

of extracting water at greater depths; the number of ponds has declined from 87 lakh to 82 lakh in a span of four years

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

he latest edition of
T the Minor Irriga-
tion Census (MIC) —

a compendium of bore-
wells, tubewells, and other
privately owned irrigation
sources by farmers — con-
ducted by the Union Jal
Shalkthi Ministry finds that
electricity is the dominant
source of power to extract
water, over diesel and
wind and solar energy.
While the use of elec-
tricity showed a quantum
jump from powering only
536% of sources in 2011 to
70% in 2017, the latest re-
port, made public last
week, shows it as powering
76% of the sources — a

slower growth rate.

Past trends
The MIC reports are not a
reflection of the present
state of use.

The data made public in
the latest, sixth edition of
the report reflect irrigation
trends in 2017-18. Similarly,
the report released in 2017,
or the fifth edition, reflect
data in 2013-14 and the re-
port of 2011, the situation
in 2006-07.

Collecting granular data
down to the block level

rrigation share

According to the Gth minor
irrigation census, there were
23.14 million schemes in the
country, with Uttar Pradesh
possessing the largest

share (17,2%], followed by
Maharashtra and Madhya
Pradesh

and making it puhlic takes
a few years.

This electrification of
groundwater  withdrawal
corresponds to a rise in the
use of bewells and bore-
wells that are capable of ex-
tracting water at greater
depths.

While ‘dugwells’ or
ponds that can draw water
from a maximum depth of
15 metres remain the domi-
nant source of groundwa-
ter, their number has de-
clined from 87 lakh to 82
lakh between the fifth and
sixth editions.
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The number of ‘shallow’
tubewells, capable of draw-
ing water from up to 35
metres, too have declined
from 59 lakh o 55 lakh.

However ‘medium-
sized’ wells - capable of
withdrawing water from
up to 70 metres — grew
from 31 lakh to 43 lakh and
‘deep” wells (beyond 70 m)
rose from 26 lakh to 37
lakh.

While excessive ground-
water withdrawal has been
a matter of long-standing
concern, the report does
not discuss the causes for

the increase of more po-
werful, and deep-reaching
tubewells.

“The groundwater situa-
tion varies across the coun-
try. The State governments
announce schemes giving
farmers incentives or ac-
cess 1o loans to buy such
tubewells. So that could be
an explanation. However
the lower growth in electri-
fication is also likely to be a
result of greater emphasis
on energy-efficient water
extraction,” a government
officer familiar with the
census, but who declined

to be identified, told The
Hindu.

Overall, 23.14 million
minor  irrigation  (MI)
schemes were reported in
the country from 695 dis-
tricts and 6,47,394 villages.
Out of all MI schemes,
21.93 million (94.8%) were
for groundwater and 1.21
million (5.2%) for surface-
water extraction.

U.P. in the lead

Uttar Pradesh had the lar-
gest  number of  MI
schemes in the country
(17.2%) followed by Maha-
rashtra (15.4%), Madhya
Pradesh (9.9%) and Tamil
Nadu (9.1%). Leading States
in groundwater schemes
are Uttar Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra, Madhya Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu, and Telanga-
na. Maharashtra, Karnata-
ka, Telangana, Odisha and
Tharkhand have the highest
share in surface-water
schemes.

The number of MI
schemes increased by
about 1.42 million between
the fifth and sixth editions.
Most of the schemes
(96.6%) were privately
owned and small and mar-
ginal farmers having less
than two hectares of land
owned the majority of
them.
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Groundwater crisis may worsen by 2080

THE RATE OF groundwater
depletion could triple by
2080, if Indian farmers con-
tinued to draw groundwater
at the current rate, which
could threaten the country's
food and water security,
according to a new study.

Warming climate has
compelled farmersin Indiato
adapt by intensifying the
withdrawal of groundwater
used for irrigation, the study
led by the University of Michi-
gan, US, found.

As a result, the reduced

water availability could
endanger the livelihoods of
more than one-third of the
country's 1.4 billion residents
and thus, could have global
implications, the study pub-
lished in the journal Science
Advances said. PTI

Deccan Chronicle- 03- September-2023

K’taka will present ground realities before CWMA & SC, says CM

Bagalkote (K'taka), Sept 2 :
Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah on Saturday
said that the state government
will place the ground realities
before the Cauvery Water
Management Authority
(CWMA) and the Supreme
Court owver the release of
Cauvery river water to Tamil
Nadu. Highlighting that
the Cauvery river basin area is
in a distress situation due to
deficit rainfall, the chief min-
ister said he has sought an
appointment with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Union Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat to
lead an all party delegation
aimed at protecting the state's
interest on the issue, along
with other pending projects
awaiting clearances."We don't
have water to release, despite
that the Cauvery Water
Regulation Committee has
said that we should release
5,000 cusecs of water every day

(to TN). First they said 15,000
cusecs, after we requested they
reduced it to 10,000 cusecs,
now after our appeal they met
and said 5,000 cusecs should be
released,” Siddaramaiah said.

Speaking to reporters here,
he said, Tamil Nadu has made
an appeal before the Supreme
Court demanding for the
release of 24,000 cusecs, which
Karnataka is not in a position
to honour:

"From where will we release
that much without water? We
have to protect the crops, pro-
vide drinking water. We will
protect the interest of the state
by safeguarding our drinking
water needs and crops of our
farmers. We will place the
ground facts before the
Cauvery Water Management
Authority and the Supreme
Court,” he added.

The CWMA has directed
Karnataka to release 5,000
cusecs water daily to Tamil
Madu for the next 15 days from

August 29,

The CWNMA took the decision
based on the recommendation
of the Cauvery Water Regulat-
ion Committee (CWRC).

Stating that his government
is putting pressure on the
Centre regarding protecting
the state's interest, the chief
minister said he has sought an
appointment with the Prime
Minister and Union Jal Shakti
Minister for taking an all
party delegation.

"Our (state) Water Resources
Minister (D K Shivakumar),
has also already met the state's
legal team and has made them
aware of the ground realities
and has given them necessary
instruction on as to what
should be the line of state's
argument, because the case is
coming up (before Supreme
Court on TN's mention) on
Wednesday," he added.

Siddaramaiah said, on get-
ting the PM's appointment, the
state will also demand for

gazette notification on Upper
Krishna Project, environment
and forest department clear-
ance for Mahadayvi project,
along with seeking necessary
clearances for implementing
Mekedatu balancing reservoir
project across Cauvery, which
is opposed by Tamil Nadu.

"We are in a distress period
in Cauvery basin, there is
deficit rainfall, no water in
reservoirs, there is fear of
shortage of drinking water
Drinking water is the first pri-
ority as per the water policy,”
he highlighted.

Various farmers' bodies have
been staging demonstrations
in Mysuru, Mandva and
Chamarajanagar in Cauvery
heartland against the govern-
ment's move of releasing
water to Tamil Nadu, and
opposition parties have criti-
cised the Congress govern-
ment of "doing nothing” to
protect the interests of
Karnataka. —PTT
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