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Women to be at forefront
of Centre’s water mission

= letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A key role has been
chalked out for women memsg
bers of gram panchayats in the
ambitious Jal Jeevan Mission —
which aims at increasing the
piped water network in India—
announced by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in his Independ-
ence Day speech last month

from the ramparts of the Red -

Fort.
Modi said in his August 15
speech that around 3.5 lakh

crore will be spent under the -

scheme, which is one of the big-
gestand most crucial objectives
of the newly created Jal Shakti
ministry atatime when several
parts of the country do not get
adequate potable water.

Aspartofthe scheme, women
in panchayats, and other angan-
wadi and grassroots workers,
are being trained to carry out
water quality monitoring and
surveillance (WQMS) in 256
water-stressed districts that
havebeen identified for the mis-
sion’sfirst phase, accordingtoa
top official familiar with the
matter.

“Asweknow, inrural areas,

women play a critical role in

managing health, hygiene and

sanitation of their family mem-

bers, and therefore, investing
onthemin training, and empow-
eringthem totest the quality of
water, will reduce incidence of
water-borne diseases and
improve the health as well as
socio-economic conditions of
their families,” Bharat Lal, the
additional secretary in the Jal
Shakti ministry, told HT.

About 2% of the 3.5 lakh

crore promised for the water
. mission has been set aside for

maintaining water quality,

another senior official said.

According to data from the
Jal Shakti ministry, 530,000
chemical water testing and
about 120 million bacteriologi-
cal water testing kits have
already been procured through
the states.

These Kkits, which cost
between<1,500and X1,800each,
arebeingfunded by the central
government but distributed by
the states. Depending on the
quality of water inthe area, dif-

ferent types of kits are distrib-

ihet
m \ :

& s
Maharashtra’s Thane.

In rural areas, women

play a critical role in
managing health, hygiene
and sanitation... therefore,
investing on them will
reduce incidence of
water-borne diseases -
and improve the health....

BHARAT LAL, additional secretary
in the Jal Shakti ministry

uted. For instance, the chemical
kits test for fluoride and iron,
and are ideal for places such as
Jharkhand where the water
may have these chemicals.
And while there are state-
and district-level testing labs,
the emphasis is on making 3.6

- million village-level workers

being trained by the govern-
ment to be responsible for water
surveillance. This worksoutto
roughly five panchayat mem-
bers, mostly women, in each of
the 750,000 villages across the
country.

A “pani samiti”, or water and
sanitation committee, is being
created in every village, said
Lal. While the contours are still
beingfigured out, water minis-
try officials said the committee
will be responsible for taking
decisions on what each house-
hold should be charged for piped

= Women walk home after collecting drinking water from a well in

APFILE

water, and what kind of infra-
structure support they need
from the government.

Latest figures by the Jal
Shakti Ministry say that 53% of
villages in India are lacking in
either quantity or quality of
water, which means that they
getlessthan 1,545 cubic metres
of water per person in a year.
Over 1,700 cubic metres would
makeitadequate water supply.

“Under the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion, the endeavour istoenable
every village community to
manage its water sources in
suchamannerthattheyareable
to function like a local public
utility and ensure long-term
water security, which means
they are able to plan, manage,
implement, operate and main-
tain their drinking-water sup-
ply. They are to be empowered
so much that they are able to
appreciate water quality issues
and carry out basic tests to
determine the potability of
water,” Lal said.

Himanshu Thakkar, coordi-
nator, South Asia Network on
Dams, Rivers and People, said
while this initiative is effective
in raising awareness, the real
work required from the govern-

ment will be on sustainable

water sources and how to
recharge them. “One has to
comeup with waystohave sus-
tainable water supply in villa-
gesand I am waitingtosee that
from the ministry,” he said.
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Karnataka, Maharashtra oppose
A.P. demand on Krishna water

CMs meet, challenge plea for reallocation after Creatlon of Telangana Wo b\

SHARAD VYAS
MUMBAI

Maharashtra and Karnataka
have jointly decided to op-
pose Andhra Pradesh’s ap-
plication for a redistribution

of water allocation from the -

Krishna Water Disputes Tri-
bunal’s order, given the bi-
furcation of the State and
creation of Telangana.

Both the States took a firm
stand that Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana should take
water from their allotted
share, senior officials said,
following a meeting between
Karnataka Chief Minister
B.S. Yediyurappa and his
Maharashtra  counterpart
Devendra Fadnavis on Tues-
day.

The two States have also
decided to form a high-level
committee for better dam
management to avoid floods.

The Tribunal had adjudi-
cated on the quantumni of wa-

‘Taking stock: Karnataka Chief Minister B.S. Yediyurappa with

his Maharashtra counterpart Devendra Fadnavis in Mumbai.

ter sharing between the

‘three States. However, after

the creation of Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh had de-

- manded redistribution of

the quantum and filed a pen-
tion in this regard.

Earlier, the Karnataka CM
paid respects during Ganesh

' Darshan at Mr. Fadnavis’ re-

sidence along with Karnata-
ka Deputy Chief Minister Dr
C.N. Ashwathnarayan

Maharashtra Water Re-
sources Minister Girish Ma-
hajan and Energy Minister
Chandrashekhar Bawankule
were also present at the
meeting.

- The two Chief Ministers
met in the wake of unprece-
dented floods in the region
and raging dispute over the
water-for-water agreement.
Maharastra has refused to
51gn the deal untll it gets

back over six thousand mil-
lion cubic feet (6 tmcft) of
pending supply from Karna-
taka, which had returned
only 0.078 tmcft of the total
6.787 tmcft diverted to it
since 2016.

In the past, the Water Re-
sources ministers of the two
States have traded charges,
blaming each other for the
faltering deal. Former Kar-

‘nataka Water Resources Mi-

nister D.K. Shivakumar had
termed the Maharashtra de-
cision to cancel the MoU as
“shocking”, while Mr. Maha-
jan had claimed the Karnata-
ka’s claims were false.

The two States then
sparred over signing a Mem-
orandum of Understanding
(MoU) to exchange 4 tmcft of
water on each side of the
border on condition that
Karnataka returns 10.787

" tmcft at the end of the agree-

ment perlod oﬁiaals said.
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SCgives4 more months
tobreak SYL deadlock

Punjab, Haryana Centretoldtofind amlcablesolqun

TRIBUNE NEWs SERVICE tr ﬂ\ o ——

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 3

The Supreme Court on Tues- .

day gave four more months to
Punjab, Haryana and the Cen-
tre to find an amicable solution
tobreak the deadlock between
the two states over the Sutlej-
Yamuna Link (SYL) canal ..

A Bench headed by Justice
Arun Mishra extended the
timeframe for talks after
Attorney General KK Venu-
gopal asked for three months
for discussions towards an
amicable solution.

However, the Bench said it
was ready to give four more
months for talks. “When next
time you appear, come with
somessolution,” the Bench said.

The Haryana Government
counsel wanted the court to
fix a timeframe for conclud-

ing the talks, saying it can’t -

go on indefinitely. On the eve
of the Supreme Court hear-
ing on the SYL issue, Punjab
CM Capt Amarinder Singh

had on Monday called on®

Union Jal Shakti Minister

Gajendra Singh Shekhawat.

The ministry has already
convened several meetings,
attended by chief secretaries of
the two states, which remained
inconclusive. Punjab has been

demandmganegohated settle- .
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ROOT OF THE FOURPECADE-‘OLD IMBROGLIO

THEIR ARGUMENTS BEFORE APEX COURT

PUNJAB: SC decree was premised on the fact that therewas
enough water in the Sutlej, but now there is not much water
flow, making it impossible to share it

HARYANA: Carved out of Punjab in 1966, the state must get its
share of water from the Sutlej, as directed by the SC in 2002

ment between the two states
with the help of the Centre.
The Supreme Court had ear-
lier told the Centre,. Punjab
_ and Haryana to conclude their

talks on the construction of
SYL canal “as soon as it can
be”, saying also that it would

decide the matter if negotia-

gooooo
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CM seeks fresh tribunal on
river waﬂters, writes to Modi

SYL CANAL Says groundwater scarce, canals state’s lifeline

RAJMEET SINGH

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 3
Even as Punjab got tempo-
rary relief today when the
Supreme Court gave four
more months to Punjab,
Haryana and the Centre to
find an amicable solution to
break the deadlock between

mated at 17 MAF (million

_acre feet), the Eradi Tribunal

had put its estimates at 19
MAF Now, the flow in the
rivers has come down
from17.17 MAF to 14.34 MAFE.

The state has stated that in
case the canal was construct-
ed, 10lakh hectares of agricul-
tural land in Punjab would

the two states over the Sutlej- o turn into a desert. Total agri-

Yamuna Link Canal, the % cultural land in Punjai s 105

state government has madea w lakh acres, compared to 80
[

fresh bid before the Centre
for a reassessment of the vol-
ume of river waters.

Chief  Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh has written
to Prime Minister Narendra

The SC has given 4 months to Punjab, Haryana to resolve issue.

also raised the issue at
today’s meeting with Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,

Demanding that a tribunal
be setup for areassessment of
river water in Punjab, includ-

lakh acres in Haryana.
Besides, the state, at its
meeting with the officials of
Haryana and the Centre, has
staked its claim to Yamuna
waters: Punjab argues that if

Modi, seeking a fresh tribunal ~ though there was no official ~ ing the Ravi-Beas basin, Pun- Haryanastakes claim to water
for reassessment of river statement on this. jab has stated that ithasbeen  on the plea that it was also a
waters in Punjab. While giv- Punjab has been contest- 30 years since the assessment  part of Punjab before reorgan-

ing abackground of the sensi-
tive issue, the CM, is his two-
page letter, has also touched
the law and order implications
on the sensitive issue.

The CM is reported to have

ing that the availability of
surface water has drastically
changed over the years and
the state is facing a severe
shortage of groundwater due
to its over exploitation.

of Ravi-Beas waters was done
by the Eradi Tribunal (set up
in 1986). The amount of water
coming in the basin has fallen
drastically, hence the need for
its reassessment. Initially esti-

isation in 1966, then Haryana
should also share Yamuna
waters. As Haryana draws 4.65
MATF through the Yamuna, 60
per cent of it should be shared
with Punjab, says the state.

N
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No water storage projects in Tibet, says China

‘One hydro power plant has been built & two others are under construction on Yarlung Zangbo River’

AMIT BARUAH

BEIJING

China has built one and is
constructing two more run-
of-the-river hydro ' power
plants on the Yarlung Zang-
bo River, which is known as
the Brahmaputra in India, a
top Chinese official told a
group of visiting Indian jour-
nalists recently.

“There is no storage in-
volved in these projects,” Yu
Xingjun, Consul in the Chi-
nese Water Resources Minis-
try, said in response to a
specific question from The
Hindu. There have been un-
verified media reports from
time to time that the Chinese
government was building
some major dam projects on
the Yarlung Zangbo in Tibet.

According to him, one 510

China says it is using less than 1% of the Yarlung Zangbo
[Brahmaputra] as an upper riparian State. =GeTTYIMAGES/IsTOCK

MW hydro power plant had
been built and two others
were under construction.
The generating capacity of
the two under-construction
plant was not immediately
available, said Mr. Yu.

The top Chinese official
dealing with India on water

issues was at pains to empha-
sise that China was using less

than 1% of the Yarlung Zang-

bo as an upper riparian
state. “There is enough wa-
ter to sustain the lower ripar-
ian states. The outbound
quality of the water is also
excellent,” Mr. Yu claimed.

However, the Tibetan people

- had a basic right to use their

water resources.

. Information sharing
" According to the official, Chi-

na was sticking to a bilateral
agreement with India to sup-
ply data on water flow levels
at a time of possible floods.
As of now, this information
sharing on flood information
was confined to two rivers —
the Yarlung Zangbo and the

. Sutlej.

Mr. Yu added that, like In-
dia, the Chinese government
had plans to divert river wa-
ters to those provinces that
were suffering from scarcity.
This was part and parcel of
China’s transition from “high
speed to high quality
development”.

Asked whether a large
country like China had issues
between provinces when it
came to water sharing, he re-
plied in the affirmative. Chi-
na faced water-sharing is-
sues especially in regard to
the Yellow River, Mr. Yu said.
“These provinces [along the
Yellow River] would like to

have more water for
themselves.”
There were, he said, seven

commissions to manage wa-
ter basins: in China, which
were also responsible for al-
locating individual share for
the provinces as well. “They
[the commissions] will allo-
cate the quota for every pro-
vince,” Mr. Yu added.
(This writer was in China
at the invitation of the
Chinese Foreign Ministry)
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Why recent initiatives to reduce water consumption in agriculture are likely to have limited impact

SANJEEB MUKHERIEE

The experience of Punjab and

/" RUCHIKA CHITRAVANSHI & N DS /"\ turning to sugar cultivation.
ary-

wo initiatives by states to save
T water in agriculture have had .

mixed results, suggesting gaps in
the broader policy architecture of the
National Democratic Alliance’s water
conservation efforts. One is the diversion
of land towards growing maize, and the
other is the promotion of drip irrigation
in Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra. Both
plans are designed to encourage farmers
to divert crops from water-intensive
crops such as wheat, rice and sugar.

Haryana witlimaize cultivation is agood
example of the disconnect between poli-
cies and markets. In Haryana, at 49,000
hectares more than halfthe land dedicat-
ed to growing non-basmati rice has shift-
ed to maize according to latest data for
the current kharif season. In fact, maize
acreage is at a five-year high in Haryana.
Punjab has also seen arise in acreage
under maize (100,000 to 160,000
hectares) and cotton (268,000 to almost

* 400,000 hectares) alongside a decline

in non-basmati rice cultivation.

“Nearly 89 per cent of our The principal factor influ-
water consumption is for agri- encing this preference for
culture. We have to address maize in Haryana has been

this biggest stakeholder to
manage our demand for
water,” Minister of Jal Shakti,
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat

heavy incentives. Recently,
Manohar Lal Khattar’s gov-
ernment offered farmers a
subsidy of 32,000 per acre

told Business Standard. The along with the distribution
principal sticking point has Troe of free maize seeds to farm-
been the question of design- TWO ers, and it has also agreed to
ing incentives for farmersto  ANALYSIS BEHIND  beartheinsurance premium
comply with these new poli-  THE HEADLINES of those farmers who shift
cies as well as aligning them = from water-guzzling crops
to consumption patterns. under the Pradhan Mantri

The preference for growing wheat and
rice, for instance, is the result of the four-
decade-old support price policy, an off-
shoot of the Green Revolution. This has
encouraged even non-traditional areas,
such as Punjab and Haryana, to growing
rice—one of the heaviest water-guzzling
crops. In north India, Haryana, along
with Punjab and western Uttar Pradesh,
produces almost 26 per cent of the coun-
try’srice production estimated to be over
100 million tonnes. Similarly, state-
advised prices for sugarcane, which rise
year on year, have resulted in non-tradi-
tional water-scarce areas of Maharashtra

fask-2-

Fasal Bima Yojana. The state govern-
ment has also assured farmers that it
will buy all the produce from them.

In Punjab, a comprehensive policy
to encourage a shift in cropping pattern
in Punjab is expected to be announced
by the end of this year.

The problem is this. Maize is not a
primary consumption item in the daily

diets of Indians. So though farmers may

grow more of it and state agencies may

buy all they produce, these moves are

not aligned to the food consumption

basket. "How much sweetcorn can a -
country consume?" one expert asked.

CULTIVATING SOLUTIONS

B Nearly 89 per cent of our water
consumption is for agriculture

‘M Haryana, Punjab and western Uttar
Pradesh produce almost 26% of India’s
(ice production

M In Haryana, more than halfthe land
. dedicated to growing non-basmati rice -
has shifted to maize according to latest

_dataforthe current kharifseason
. B Punjab has seen a rise in acreage under
maize from100,000 to 160,000 hectares

B UP has enhanced the subsidy on drip :
irrigation components to up to 90% for
some category of farmers \

B Maharashtra has made drip irrigation
compulsoryforsugarca{ne farmers.

~ Indeed, the availability‘ of cheap :

wheat, rice and sugar through the public
distribution system (PDS) has made these
commodities principal items of Indians’
daily diet. No amount of conservation
will solve the water crisis in agriculture
as long as the contribution of water-guz-
zling crops remains high in Indian diets.

“The government has to look at alter-
native crops for people to consume.
Through PDS, it successfully converted
food habits. Now we need a marketing
strategy. Ecologically sensitive practices
have to be packaged and sold,” said M V
Ramachandrudu, director, Watershed
Support Services and Activities Network.

The need to create markets for alter-
native crops also applies to drip irrigation
projects. The UP government has
enhanced the subsidy on drip irrigation
components to up to 90 per cent for

some category of farmers, and

Maharashtra has made drip irrigation

compulsory for sugarcane farmers.
Farmers suggest that the state needs

to extend viable incentives if they are to
.8row, say, pulses instead of sugarcane.

That apart, drip.irrigation requires a
steady supply of power. “There is no
power supply for drip irrigation,” said
farmer leader Raju Shetti, head of
Maharashtra’s Swabhimani Shetkari
Sanghatana. The issue is emotive enough
for Shetti to say “we will not sit quiet if"
they make drip irrigation compulsory.”

So what’s the solution?
Ramachandrudu points to a “combi-
nation of some ten solutions,” not all
of them water-related.

According toa 2018 study by NABARD
and ICRIER, rice, wheat and sugarcane,

- - i
ha (about 43 per cent) of total s

cropped area of 198 million ha, consume
almost 80 per cent of freshwater available
for irrigation in the country

“Cropping water demand has to be
studied. Data does not cover areas prop-

erly, as a result of which several OVEr-....

exploited regions are not demarcated,”
said Harshvardhan Dhawan, project
manager, Arghyam, an organisation
focused on sustainable water use.’
Farmers feel that the push to shift to
other crops is a “trial and error” approach
by the Narendra Modi government that
carries big risks. “Farmers will bear the
brunt of this approach. It is understand-
able if you have a game plan...But think
about it: the rate of maize will drop when
everyone starts to grow it. What then?”
said V M Singh, general secretary of All
India Kisan Sabha, A
The starting point is workin ith
farmers rather than imposing deci-
sions from above. The community at

the ground level has to be involved in

budgeting its water resources and

driving the movement for sustainable

- which together are spread over 85 million

agriculture. “A community resource
person has to understand what it
means. He has to participate. And
these practices have to be transferred
to generations,” Dhawan said.

Drip irrigation is a case in point.
Despite its manifest efficacy in water-
scarce regions (such as in Gujarat), drip
irrigation accounts for just 4 per cent of
gross irrigated area, so knowledge of it is
limited. “You have to educate your
farmer. They don’t know what drip itri-
gation is or how it is done,” Singh said.

A report by the Punjab Farmers

. Commission called for capping the

acreage under water-guzzling paddy to 4
hectares for each farmer and lowering the
power subsidy on large farmers to ensure
diversification towards other crops. While
the report is yet to be formally accepted
by the state government, farmers are wary
of such changes. “A whole generation of
farmers does not even know how to cul-
tivate other crops that were being sown
before 1960s when the PDS started,”

Ramachandrudu said.
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More water discharged from Pune dams

Over 2,000 cusecs released from Khadakwasla, Varasgaon and Panshet %e)?\' ey

SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE
PUNE

Weekend showers in catch-
ment areas have prompted

another round of water dis- -

charge by the Irrigation De-
partment from three of the
four major dams supplying
water to Pune district.
More than 1,700 cusecs
was released from Khadak-
“wasla and Varasgaon each,
while around 500 cusecs
was discharged from Pan-
shet into the Mutha River af-
ter all three dams filled to
the brim on Monday, said Ir-

rigation Department
officials.

According to authorities,
the cumulative water stock
in the four dams now stood
at 28.68 thousand million
cubic feet (tmcft) of their
combined capacity of 29.15
tmcft.

“The present collective
storage of 28.68 tmcft, which
is 98.3% of the total capacity
of the dams, is nearly 1tmc
more than what it was at the
same time last year (27.79

_tmcft),” said an official. -

The catchment area of

Khadakwasla dam, Pune ci-
ty’s potable water lifeline,
has recorded over 1000 mm
rainfall this time, almost
double than last year during
this period.

Authorities hope that with
more showers expected in
this month, the cumulative
rainfall will help take care of
the city’s ever-increasing wa-
ter requirements for a year
while addressing the irriga-

' tion needs of the outlying
~areas. -

Rains have also prompted
discharge of waters from the

Excess water
from Pong

Damtobe :

released W\
SHIMLA, 3 SEPTEMBER .

Authorit{es havedecidedto
release excess water from the

Pong Dam located on the

Beas River in Himachal
Pradesh's Kangra district by
opening its spillways from
Wednesday;, an official said.
The release of excess
water from Pong Dam may
create aflood-like situation
.in parts of Punjab, some
areas of which are already fac-
ing floods after release of
excess water afew days ago.
Authorities have decided

to release a total of about
26,000 cusecs water from

' the Pongreservoir by open-

ing its spillways from Sep-
tember 4 in place of 12,000

cusecs being presently -

released through turbines,
Additional Superintending
Engineer, Water Regulation,
Bhakra Beas Management
Board, Beas Dam (BBMB),
Talwara Township said.
Authorities in Himachal

Pradesh and Punjab have .

been conveyed the decision
and havebeen asked to give
suitable instructionsto irri-

gation, drainage and civil -

authorities to take necessary
action accordingly. PTL

Koyna dam in western Maha-
rashtra, leading to a rise in
the level of Panchganga river
in Kolhapur district, which
has yet to fully recover from
the recent deluge.

The India Meteorological
Department has forecast
heavy showers for the next
two days in the ghat areas of
the State, especially in Nash-
ik (north Maharashtra) and
Pune, Satara and Kolhapur
in the western part, all of
which have been battered by -
incessant rain and heavy
floods recently. il
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Administrative and police officials inspect the Sutlej bundh in Jalandhar on Tuesday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

Sutlejbreach plugged, but
water still lowing into fields

TrIBUNE NEws SBRVICE“{A\

JALANDHAR, SEPTEMBER 3
A day after the district
administration claimed to
have plugged the biggest
500-ft breach in the Sutlej at

- Janian village, the river

. had yesterdayissued arelease

water overflowed again
across the embankment
causing panic amiong resi-
dents of adjoining villages.
The district administration

thanking the Indian Army,

drainage officials, organisa- -

tions and volunteers for help-
ing achieve the target. But it

“ We have got
more sandbags and

raised the level. The
re-plugging was done
again on Tuesday.
Kulwant Singh, anc

was two hours past midnight
that water began overflowing
the bundh at the same site.

“We have got more sand-
bags and raised the level.
The re-plugging was done
again today,” said ADC
Kulwant Singh.

Environmentalist = Balbir

Singh Seechewal, who too
was at the site, said, “In the
early hours today, the level of
water along 25-ft of the ring
bundh began torise.

“Owing to pressure of water,
some bags on the top layer

- got washed away. We need to

raise the height of the ring
bundh that has been erected.
Since an announcement was

made that plugging is over,

the movement of sand bags
got stopped. A continuous
effort is required here. Till
the time a bundh of consider-
able height is not built, the
flow of water will not stop.”
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Boostto efforts on
water conservation

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

ROPAR, SEPTEMBER 3 g A\ :

To give boost to efforts being
made to protect environ-
ment, the state government
will rope in 11 renowned
research institutes to work
in partnership. This was
stated by Punjab science

“and technology principal

secretary Rakesh Kumar
Verma here today. :
Verma, who was here to
sign an MoU with IIT,
Ropar, Director Sarit K Das
in this regard, said with col-
laboration of these research
institutes state specific pro-
grammes would be under-
taken for improvement of
environment in general and
water quality in particular.
Soon the MoUs are likely
to be signed with these insti-
tutes, including National
Institute of Pharmaceutical
Education and Research

. (NIPER), Indian Institute of

Science , Education and

Research (IISER) and Insti-
tute of Microbial Technology
(IMTECH), he said.

“Collaboration with IIT,
Ropar, will also help regu-
late and control groundwa-
ter usage in the industrial
sector and make recharge,
recycle and reuse manda-
tory to optimise the grow-
ing freshwater require-
ment,” he added.

Prof Das said the institute
was already working on sev-
eral research projects relat-
ed to water resources, water-
logging, deteriorating water
quality, floods, drought, sil-
tation in rivers and chang-
ing rainfall patterns.
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