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Shram Shakti Bhawan, Rafi Marg
New Delhi. Dated 2i- July 2014

A~ Ot
OFFICE MEMORANDUM CR Cuewm)

Subject: Strict compliance of the provisions contained in the Flag
Code of India, 2002 and Prevention of Insults to National
Honour Act, 1971 - regarding

The wundersigned is directed to forward herewith a copy of
Office Memorandum No. 15/12/2014-Public dated 14.07.2014 alongwith
enclosures of Ministry of Home Affairs on the subject cited above
for kind information and strict compliance.

Encl. As above. (ﬁx/diﬁ

. ; é M7
(Sanjeet Kumar“Bhagat)
Section Officer (Coord.)
Tele. No. 23766160

To,

1. Heads of all Organizations under MOWR.
2. US(GA) in respect of Ministry (Proper)
3. Guard file.
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| No. 15/12/2014-Public —7Tr
i g Government of India/Bharat Sarkar 11
\ 1{\“ o Ministry of Home A ffairs/Grih Mantralaya ' .
*’\‘JQ AR PL!HH_‘.'.CC?.!D)II i g Ji ?UM
~I ' North Block. New Delhi-1
i) Dated the July. 2014
To '
The Chief Secretaries / Administrators of
All State Governments / UT Administrations,
Secretaries of all Ministries / Departments of Govt of India.
Subject:- Strict compliance of the provisions contained 1n the Flag Code of India. 2002 and
Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act. 1971- regarding.
Sir/Madam,

I 'am directed to refer to this Ministry’s letter No. 15/3/2014-Public dated

| 20.01.2014 on the subject noted above and to say that complaints are being received by this

Ministry about the insult or disrespect to the Indian National Flag on several occasions.

Accordingly, a copy each of the Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971 and Flag

| Code of India, 2002 are enclosed herewith for strict compliance of the provisions contained in
the Act and the Flag Code. You are requested to create awareness programme in this regard.

2. It has been brought to the notice of this Ministry that on important events, the
National Flag made of plastic are being used in place of paper Flags. Since, plastic flags are

" not biodegradable like the paper flags, these do not get decomposed for a long time and are

Lenl L,,rZhannful to the atmosphere. Further, ensuring the appropriate disposal of National Flags made of
4 _plastic with the dignity of the flag is a problem. It may also be noted that as per Section 2 of the
T .. Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971- Whoever in any public place or in any other
A~ place within public view burns, mutilates, defaces, defiles, disfigures, destroys, tramples upon or
)otherwise shows disrespect to or brings into contempt (whether by words, either spoken or

- wyritten, or by acts) the Indian National Flag or any part thereof, shall be punished with
D“-é&) A — f s . P :
/ prisonment for a term which may extend to three vears, or with fine, or with both.

3. You are, therefore, requested to ensure that on important national, cultural and

v'é;-v:- sports events Flags made of paper only are used by public in terms of the provisions of the Flag
~*Code of India and such papers Flags are not discarded or thrown on the ground after the event.
‘7;’)4 < Such Flags are to be disposed of in private consistent with the dignity of the Flag. Wide
publicity for not using the National Flag made of plastic should be made alongwith its

r advertisement in the leading newspapers.
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———Q Yours faithfully,
b

(Shyal;la a Mohan)

Director to the Government of India
Tel. No. 2309 2587

Encl.:- As aﬁavé}f '

Thalis S Je~ Coo~A. Sefra
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Copy to:-

l. Cabinet Secretariat, New Delhi.

2 President’s Secretariat, Rashtrapati Bhawan, New Delhi.

3. Vice-President’s Secretariat, New Delhi.

4, Prime Minister's Office, South Block. New Delhi.

3 Election Commission of India, New Delhi.

6. Lok Sabha Secretariat, New Delhi.

7. Rajya Sabha Secretariat, New Delhi.

8. Registrar, Supreme Court of India, New Delhi.

9. Delhi High Court, New Delhi.

10.  Office of Comptroller and Auditor Geneal of Tndia, New Delhi.
11. The Union Public Service Commission, New Delhi.

12. Central Vigilance Commission, New Delhi.

13. Planning Commission, Yojana Bhawan, New Delhi.

14, All Attached & Subordinate Offices of the Ministry of Home Affairs.
15. 20 Spare Copies.

(Shyamala Mohan)
Director to the Government of India
Tel. No. 2309 2587
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No. 15/3/2014-Public 1
21 JAN 2014 ¢~ Govemnment of India/Bharat Sarkar 7
ﬁ//j,cgjf?'" Ministry of Home Affairs/Grih Man tralaya
MHA (NB) < & AR Public Section
7o TET Yo/ Ral i i
S o N North Block, New Delhi-1
Dated the Je  January 2014
] . I
The Chief Secretaries / Administrators of 2 0 JA \ ?OM

All State Governments / U’ Administrations.
Secretaries of all Ministries Deparuments of Govt. of India.

Subject:- Strict compliance of the provisions contained in the Flag Code of India, 2002 and
Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971- regarding.

Sir/Madam,

I am directed to refer to this Ministry’s letter No. 15/3/2013-Public dated
17/18.01.2013 on the subject noted above and to say that complaints are being received by this
Ministry about the insult or disrespect to the Indian National Flag on several occasions.
Accordingly, a copy each of the Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971 and Flag
Code of India, 2002 are enclosed herewith for strict compliance of the provisions contained in
the Act and the Flag Code. You are requested to create awareness programme in this regard.

2 It has been brought to the notice of this Ministry that on important events, the

National Flag made of plastic are being used in place of paper Flags. Since, plastic Flags are
not biodegradable like the paper flags, these do not get destroyed for a long time. This affects
the dignity of the Flag. Also plastic, not being biodegradable, is harmful to the atmosphere.

8. You are, therefore, requested to ensure that on important national, cultural and

Sports events only Flags made of paper are used by public in terms of the provisions of the Flag

Code of India and such papers Flags are not discarded or thrown on the ground after the event.
Such Flags are to be disposed of in private consistent with the dignity of the Flag. Wide

publicity for not using the National Flag made of plastic should be made alongwith its
advertisement in the leading newspapers.

Yours faithfully,

: Encl.:- As above. L{A‘:ng
(Shyamald Mohan)

Director to the Government of India
Tel. No. 2309 2587
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An Act to Prevent Insults to Nationa! Honour

Be it enacted by Parliament in the Twenty- second vear of the Republic of India

L. SHORT TITLE AND EXTENT

sults 1o Nationzal Honour Act.

(1) This Act may be called the Pravention of Insul

(2) It extends to the whole of India.

2. INSULT TO INDIAN NATIONAL FLAG AND CONSTITUTION OF INDIA
- other place within public view bums,
vs. tramples upon or othem-la,
¥ words, either spoken or
nstitution of India or any
2rm which mayv extend 1o
E:{Diai&tioi_ 1 — Comments expressing disapprobation or criticism of the Constimation or
of the Indian Nationel Flag or of anv measures af he Government with a view to obtain
an am rdwe‘ﬂ of the Constitution of India 1 eration of the Indian National Flag

by lawful means do not constitute an offence under this section.

Exolanatiow 2 — The expression. “Indian National ’fiﬁ-:” includes any picture, painting

drawing or photograph, or other visible representation of the Indizn National Flag, or of
any part or parts thereof, made of any substance or represented on any substance.
Explanation 3 — The expression “public place cans any place intended for use by, or
accessible to, the public and includes ar Jbl’_C convevance.
*Explanation 4 - The disrespect to the Indian National flag means and includes—

(2} agross affront or indignity offered to the Indian Natiorai Flag; or

(b)  dipping the Indian National Flag in salute to any person or thing; or

(c)  flying the Indian National Flag at half-mest except on occasions on which
i the Flag is flown at half-mast on public buildings in accordance with the
instructions issued by the Government; or



")
L)
tals before the Indiar
ilons en - special occasions
ndence Dav; or
(h)  using the Indian National F lag as covering for a statue or a monument or a
speaker’s desk or a speaker’s platform; or
(1) allowing the Indian National Flag to touch the zround or the floor or trail
in water intentionally; or
) draping the Indian National Flag over the heod, top, and sides or back or
on a vehicle, train, boat or an aircraf: o any other similar object: or
%) ising the Indian National Flag as a covering for a building; or

(1) intentionally displaying the Indian National Flag with the “saffron” down.

)

PREVENTION OF SINGING OF NATIONAL ANTHEM

Whoeever intentionally prevents the s
causes disturbances to any assembly engaged in such sinei
imprisonment for a term, which may extend to three

3]

ng shall be punished with
vears, or with fine. or with both.

“3A MINIMUM PENALTY ON SECOND OR SUBSEQUENT OFFENCE

Whoever having already been convicted of an offence under section 2 or section 3

s again convicted of any such offence shall be punishable for the second and 1or every

L

5
subsequent offence, with imprisonment for a term. which shall not be less than one veer.

Note 1: * Inserted vide The Prevention of Insults to National Honour
(Amendment) Act, 2003 (No. 31 of 2003 dated 8.5.2003)

Note 2; # Inserted vide The Prevention of Insults to National Honour
(Amendment) Act, 2005 (No. 51 of 2005 dated 20.12.2005)
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