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TS for emergency
board meeting
of KRMB

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

The State government has
requested the Krishna
River Management Board
(KRMB) to convene a co-
ordination committee
meeting only after a full
board meeting, If neces-
sary, the State asked the
board to call for an emer-
gency board meeting,

In a letter to the board
chairman, Telangana Irri-
gation Engineer-in-Chief
(General) C Muralidhar
said that the matter re-
lated to notification of ju-
risdiction of projects in
Krishna Basin by KRMB
is an issue having setious
consequences on Telan-
gana and Andhra Pradesh
and it is to be discussed in
detail in a full board meet-
ing. As per Andhra
Pradesh Reorganisation
Act (APRA)-2014, any
decision on important is-
sues has to be discussed
and decided in a board
meeting,

TS for emergency board meeting of KRMB

Without having an opinion and guid-  Gazette, Therefore, it is requested

ance of the full board meeting, it is that the coordination committee

not possible to discuss any issues meeting may be convened only after
and decide directly in the coordina-  adetailed full board meeting and if
tion committee on operationalisa- necessary, call for an emergency

tion of various clauses of the board meeting, Muralidhar added.
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Water row: TS
skips coordination
committee meets

STATEBUREAU
Hyderabad

Telangana abstained from
the meetings of coordina-
tion committee of Krishna
River Management Board
(KRMB) and Godavari
River Management Board
(GRMB) on Tuesday citing
that a full board meeting
and, if necessary, an emer-
gency board meeting
should be called for to dis-
cuss various issues pertain-
ing to the State,

“Let board first convene
its meeting and clarify its
plan of scheme implemen-
tation. In the board, we are
member States and we also
want to discuss our issues
to protect our rights. Any
deliberation should be con-
ducted in the board meeting
only,” a senior official said.

The official said the de-
partment wrote letters to
KRMB and GRMB request-
ing them to convene the
board meeting.

The Ministry of Jal Shakti
said the coordination com-
mittee is to facilitate de-
partments concerned in the
two States in time-bound
implementation and opera-
tionalisation of various
clauses of Gazette notifica-
tion issued to take control
of major and medium irriga-
tion projects on Krishna
and Godavari rivers,

“What is this coordina-
tion committee meeting?
‘What is the problem in con-
vening full-fledged board

meeting? Keep the board’s
plan of action as well as our
issues in the agenda so that
we can discuss them
throughout the day,” the of-
ficial said. “How can we ac-
cept the decisions that are
taken in Delhi and attend a
coordination committee
meeting?” the official asked.

He sought to know as to
why the Ministry was not
allowing Telangana officials
to discuss various issues in
the board meeting, “Why is
the Ministry afraid of con-
vening full-fledged board
meeting?” he asked.

The Ministry should first
address Telangana’s griev-
ances. “It could be an at-
tempt not to allow our is-
sues to be discussed during
the board meeting,” the offi-
cial said.

Asper AP Reorganization
Act-2014, any key decision
has to be decided in a board
meeting, Without having an
opinion and guidance of the
full board meeting, it is not
possible to discuss any issue
and decide directly in the
coordination committee on
operationalisation of vari-
ous clauses of the Gazatte
notification,

Meanwhile, AP requested
the Centre to bring projects
on the Godavari under the
jurisdiction of GRMB. The
AP Water Resources De-
partment officials, who at-
tended the meeting, said
Telangana is attempting to
get 241 tmc from Godavari
to the Krishna basin,
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TS to wait for AP’s reply
to CJI’s mediation offer

AP to allow KRMB
inspect RLIS work

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 3

The Telangana state gov-
ernment is not keen to ini-
tiate talks with the
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment on its own to resolve
the Krishna water dispute
through mediation as sug-
gested by Chief Justice of
India Justice MN.V.
Ramana on Monday.

The TS government will
wait for the response of
the Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment on the mediation
proposal since it is the lat-
ter that filed the petition
in the Supreme Court. If
the AP government offers
to hold talks, the TS gov-
ernment will take a call on
whether to accept the offer
or not.

Sources said Chief Mini-
ster K. Chandrashekar
Rao discussed with senior
officials in the CMO and
irrigation officials on the
Supreme Court’'s media-
tion proposal on Tuesday
and decided to take a call
on this only after seeing
how Andhra Pradesh
responded and the condi-
tions that Telangana had

DC CORRESPONDENT
KURNOOL ALG. 3

The Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment has welcomed
the Krishna River Manag-
ement Board's (KRMB)
move to inspect the ongo-
ing works on the con-
tentious Ravalaseema Lift
Irrigation Scheme (RLIS)
being carried out at Poth-
ireddypadu in Kurnool
district — with a rider,
“The team comprising
inspectors  should not
have anyone deputed by
the Telangana state gov-
ernment,” said Murali-

nath Reddy. chief engi-
neer of Srisailam project,

The change in the stand
of the AP government was
in marked contrast to its
resistance to the inspec-
tion, which it made kno-
wn before the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) via
a sworn affidavit,

NGT's southern bench
had directed KREMB to
carry out inspections at
the econtentious Ravala-
seema lift scheme (RLS) to
assess the progress.

B Page 2: AP wants a say in
picking KRMB inspectors

to insist on to resolve the
dispute through talks.

The Chief Minister told
officials that the govern-
ment had withdrawn the
petition in the Supreme
Court on Krishna dispute
in June to enable resolu-

tion of the issue through
talks, but Andhra Pradesh
filed the petition in July
and complicated the mat-
ter.

M Page 2: TS hopes to get
clarity on AP’s stand



DC CORRESPONDENT
VUAYAWADA, AUG. 3

The Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment intends to take
up ecertain grievances vis-
a-vis the declaration of
gazette notification on
Godavari and Krishna
River Management
Boards with the Centre for
their quick redressal.

The first joint meeting of
the coordination commit-
tees of GRMB and KRMB
was held in Hyderabad on
Tuesday to collect infor-
mation from both Andhra
Pradesh and TS for fixing
the jurisdiction of the
boards on the irrigation
projects located in both
the states and also on
grant of funds to run the
boards.

AP engineer-in-chief
Narayana Reddy said, “We
have informed the boards
that we have certain griev-
ances on some irrigation
projects incorporated in
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AP to take grievances on Godavari,
Krishna Boards to Delhi for redressal

the gazette notification of
GRMB and KRMB. We
want to bring them to the
notice of the Union Jal

Shakthi ministry for
redressal after holding
talks with our govern-

ment here,”

“Our grievances are
fact-based and reasonable.
They will not be having
any adverse effect on the
other side (TS) and we are
hopeful of getting them
resolved. We have also
informed the boards that
once these are resolved,
issues of organisational
set up, funds and the per-
missible powers that can
be exercised by both
GRMB and KRMB can be
decided.”

“When we are asked to
give the time-frame for
implementation of these
matters, we have informed
them that we shall first
consult our government
{AP) and later share all
information including on

Narayana Reddy
AP engineer-in-chief

the jurisdiction of the
projects and about the
detailed project reports
(DPR) of the new irriga-
tion projects. Now, we will
brief our government and
based on the directions we
get, we will proceed
further.”

Officials including mem-
ber secretaries from both
GRMB and KRMB, repre-
sentatives of the Union
ministry of Jal Shakthi,

as also of AP water
resources and managing
directors of AP Transco
and AP Genco were pres-
ent. Officials from TS did
not attend the meeting.
KRMB officials are like-
ly to wvisit lift irrigation
schemes in Ravalaseema
region including the one

coming up at
Pothireddypadu, on
Angust 5.

The Union ministry of
Jal Shakthi notified both
GRMB and KRMB via a
gazette notification on
July 16, fixing the task to
administer, regulate,
maintain and operate the
irrigation projects located
in Godavari and Krishna

river basins located in
both AP and TS from
October 14.

Each state is to provide
a one-time seed money of
T200 crore within 60 days
from issue of notification
to enable the boards dis-
charge their functions.
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Groundwater
in TS increases

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 3

Owing to torrential rain-
fall the state has been
experiencing for the last
one month, aquifers are
plush with water On an
average, the state regis-
tered a rise of water 3.19
metres below ground
level (mbgl). According
to the Telangana State
Groundwater
Department, which com-
piled a report after check-
ing the water levels, the
average water level that
was registered in July
was 6.07mbegl,

The highest water level
was found in Warangal
(Rural) district at a depth
of 2.57 mbgl. The lowest
water level was found in
Medak, near the capital
city, where the aquifers
only reaped water at a
depth of 13.79 mbgl.

Out of all the 33 dis-
tricts, the average water
level was recorded at 5
mbgl in 11 districts,
between 5 to 10 mbgl in 20
districts, and over 10
mbgl in the remaining
two districts. The net rise
in ground water level was

observed in all the dis-
tricts with a minimum

rise of 001 m in
Mancherial and maxi-
mum of 8.61 in
Rangareddy.

The net average rise in
sroundwater level of 3.12
mbgl was observed dur-
ing July as compared to
May with 0.73 mbgl in
Nagarkurnool to 6.4 in
Nirmal. As much as 45
per cent of the state area
was occupied by shallow
water levels (less than 5
mbgl) and 40 percent of
the area where water lev-
els were in the range of 5
to 10 mbgl. Only 11 per-
cent of the area had water
levels of 10 to 15 mbgl.
When analysed with the
decadal average levels of
July (2011-2020), rise in
water levels in the range
of 0.08 to 17.26 mbgl was
observed in 579 out of the
592 mandals of the state
while 13 mandals report-
ed fall in water levels in
the range of 0.21 mbgl to
2.84 mbgl.

It went on to say that the
state had received 535 mm
rainfall till the end of
July against normal rain-
fall of 361 mm.
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SIX DIE IN RAIN-RELATED INCIDENTS ACROSS NORTHERN STATES

Heavy rains lash Gwalior-Chambal
region, 200 villages marooned

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Torrential
rains pummelled the Gwalior-
Chambal region in Madhya
Pradesh, affecting 1,171 vil-
lages. Six people, including
three children, died in rain-
related incidents across north-
ern states of the country which
were lashed by heavy rainfall,

In Madhya Pradesh,
heavy rains were witnessed in
Gwalior-Chambal region, espe-
cially Sheopur and Shivpuri
districts, officials said, adding
NDRF and SDRF teams have
rescued 1,600 people from
flooded areas so far but at least
200 villages are still marooned.

The Army has been called
in for rescue operations in
Shivpuri, Sheopur, Gwalior
and Datia districts, state Addi-
tional Chief Secretary (Home)
Rajesh Rajora said, adding that
despite bad weather, IAF heli-
copters conducted four sor-
ties to rescue people from the
flood-affected areas.

Earlier in the day, three
people stranded atop a tree
for about 24 hours in Bee-
chi village and five others in
Piproudha in flood-hit Shiv-
puri district, which witnessed
"unprecedented heavy rains”,
were rescued, officials said.

"A total of 1,171 villages
were affected in the Gwalior-
Chambal region due to exces-
sive rainfall, especially Shivpuri
and Sheopur, where an unprec-
edented 800 mm rainfall (in the
last 24 hours ending 8 am on

Tuesday) resulted in flooding,”
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan told reporters.

A 22-year-old UP resident
died and two people sustained
injuries in a landslide that hit
Himachal Pradesh's Solan dis-
trict, a state disaster manage-
ment official said.

In Uttarakhand, a stretch
of Gangotri national highway
caved in following a landslide
triggered by heavy rains dis-
rupting vehicular traffic along
the route.

The 30-metre stretch fell
and slid into Bhagirathi river
bringing traffic to a halt, Dis-
trict Disaster Management
Officer Devendra Patwal said.
It has been raining heavily in
the district for nearly 15 days
activating several landslide
zones from Nagun to Harshil.

Three children died after
two vehicles were swept away

in strong water currents fol-
lowing rains in Rajasthan's
Sawaimadhopur and Tonk,
police said.

In the first incident on
Monday night, two children
drowned in a drain after their
car was swept away in strong
water currents in Sawaimad-
hopur district.

According to police, Pappu
Lal along with his three sons
and a relative was travellingin a
car and tried to cross the drain
despite high water level.

“The car was swept away
in water. Ramijilal, his elder
son and the relative were res-
cued while bodies of his two
minor sons were found stuck
in bushes,” police said.

In a similar incident in
Tonk on Tuesday, an ambu-
lance carrying a woman's body
was washed away in strong cur-
rents following rains, which

killed her 12-year-old son. Her
husband is still missing.

In another incident, two
men died and another went
missing as their car fell into an
overflowing pond, police said.

Residential areas were
inundated, houses collapsed
and hundreds of people were
evacuated from several villages
in low-lying areas in Baran as
heavy rains lashed the district
for the second consecutive day.

A flood-like situation was
seen in the district's worst-
hit Shahabad and Kishanganj
blocks.

Shahabad block received
246 mm of rainfall in the 24
hours ending at 7 am on Tues-
day and a further 60 mm of rain
was recorded till 11 am, inun-
dating several colonies in the
low-lying areas, Sub-Divisional
Magistrate (SDM) Rahul Mal-
hotra said.

Around 700 people have so
far been evacuated from vil-
lages in the low-lying areas and
shifted to Atal Seva Kendras
and school buildings.

A State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF) team rescued five
members of a family, includ-
ing three children, who were
trapped overnight in their
house in Bohta village under
Mangrol police station as it
was flooded after the Banganga
river burst its banks, officials
said. Around 40-50 people are
stranded in Sodana and Rai-
barpura villages of Kishan-
ganj and a rescue operation is
underway.

In Haryana and Punjab, the
maximum temperatures hov-
ered below normal limits at
most places.

According to the MeT
Department, Chandigarh (2.4
mm), Ambala (1 mm), Ludhi-
ana (28 mm) and Patiala (30.8
mm) were among the places
that received rainfall. Chandi-
garh was also lashed by rains.

Light to moderate rain and
thundershower occurred at a
few places over western Uttar
Pradesh and at isolated places
over eastern parts of the state,
the MeT Department said.

The Maharashtra govern-
ment on Tuesday announced a
Rs 11,500-crore financial pack-
age for rain and flood-affected
people besides for repair works
and reconstruction of roads
and other critical infrastruc-
ture damaged in the deluge
last month,
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Alert for moreraintfall in South Bengal

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA/DISTRICTS, 3JULY

Evenas hundreds of people
are still marooned in flood-
water across districtsin South
Bengal, the Alipore meteo-
rological department has
warned against furtherrain-
fall in this part of Bengal, caus-
inga worry amongvictims and
state administration.

Lives across districts in
South Bengal such as West
Midnapore, Burdwan, Hoogh-
ly, Howrah was put in peril
afterlarge cusecs of water were
discharged from DVC and
the Durgapur barrage fol-
lowing heavy rainfall. A total
of 2.5 lakh peoplehave already
been displaced while 15 peo-
ple lost their lives in the
flood.

The water levels though
havereceded slightlyin Ghatal,
inWest Midnapore, the lev-
els are rising in Khanakul
and Udaynarayanpur in
Hooghly andHowrah, respec-
tively. The Indian Air Force was
engaged by the state admin-
istration to help in rescue oper-
ations yesterday.

However, the situation
could soon turn grim as the
weather office predicted more
rainfall for South Bengal dis-
tricts. Further rainfall could
completely drown towns and
villages in the mentioned
districts, especially in the
coastalareas and ones adjoin-
ing Odisha. Rainfall alerts
have already been circulat-
ed for South and North 24 Par-
ganas and East and West
Midnapore. The met office
predicted the rainfall may
increase from tomorrow.

This warning has caused
much tension among the
floodvictimsand state admin-
istration since water levelsin
Khanakuland Howrah's Uday-
narayanpur have barely reced-
ed and further rain can drown
more villages.

In Howrah, about 41 vil-
lages have already drowned
in Udaynarayanpurwhile in
Hooghly about 60 villages
are underwater. About 80
flood-relief centres have been
opened here while approx. 35
in Howrah.

The Durgapur barrage has
however released a lesser
amount of water today com-
pared to the discharge on
Sunday and Monday. The
state government has set up
shelter homes for those dis-
placed, as relief operations,
which began sometime last

week, continue in the flood-
affected areas, the official
said.

Over one lakh tarpaulin,
1,000 MT of rice, thousands
of drinking water pouches and
clean clothes have been sent
to the sheltershomes, it was
learnt.

“We are collecting the
details of all 14 people who
have losttheirlives due tothe
flond. We are waiting for a final
report from the district admin-
istrations,” the official said.

The NDRF and SDRF
teams continue to remain
engaged in evacuation and
rescue operations.Sources
said over 200 villages in
Hooghly's Khanakul, West
Midnapore’s Ghatal and
Howrah's Udaynarayanpur
hawve been hit by floods and
around five lakh people have
been affected acrossthe state.

The Paschim Medinipur
district administration has
opened 212 relief camps as
areas under 172 gram pan-
chayats and seven munici-
palities were flooded. The
link road between towns of
Keshpur and Medinipur is
under water.

Arpund threelakh people
gotdisplaced after heavy rain
in the last fewdays, followed
by discharge of water from
Damodar Valley Corporation
(DVC) dams, inundated major
parts of the districts of Purba

Mamata tovisit flood-hit areas

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATAYHDOGHLY, 3 AUGUST

West Bengal chief minister
Mamata Banerjee will visit the
flood-affected areas of
Khanakul in Hooghly and
Udaynarayanpur in Howrah,
areason Wednesday. Baner-
jee would take stock of the
reliefand rehabilitation mea-
sures thatare underway. Fol-
lowing which, she would
hold an administrative review
meeting.

The state lab our minister
Becharam Manna, asper the
directive ofthe CM, today vis-
ited the flood-affected areas
at Khanakul - I block .

The riversin the Arambagh
subdivision arein spate while
embankmentswere breached
byrivers Darkeswar and Rup-
narayan.A total of 34347
hectares of crops have been
lost and 1159 houses dam-
aged.

Panchayat and rural devel-
opment minister Subrata
Mukh erjee, along with state
irrigation minister Soumen

Bardhaman, Paschim Bard-
haman, Paschim Medinipur,
Hooghly, Howrahand South
24 Parganas, officials said.

Mahapatrahave alreadyvis-
ited Ghatal and Khanakul
“The present situation is
due to the Centre's lack-
adaisical attitude. Although
we stress on a controlled
release of water by DVC, our
appeals have always gone
unheard,” said state irriga-
tion minister Soumen Maha-
patraafter visiting theflood-
affected areas of Uday-
narayanpur. Officials said that
all rivers and canals were
filled to the brim duetorain-

The ongoing flood situa-
tion triggered a political
slugfest between the TMC
and the BJP. Teams of NDRF

water and the areas became
flooded as soon as different
barrages, including the DVC
in Durgapur, released
water.”Seven Gram Pan-
chayatsare completelyunder
water, and three are partial-
ly submerged. The Uday-
narayanpur blockis the worst
affected,” a Howrah district
official said.

Dilip Yadav, TMC district
presidentsaid, the CM's heli-
copter willland at the Thaku-
rani Chawk around 1 pm.

and SDRE along with the
state administration, are
involvedin the reliefand res-
cue operation.
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Flood situation
worsens, MP govt

seeks Army’s help

RABINDRA NATH
CHOUDHURY | DC
BHOPAL, AUG. 3

Flood situation in
Gwalior-Chambal region
of Madhya Pradesh on
Tuesday worsened fore-
ing the Shivraj govern-
ment to seek Army’s help
to rescue people in the
marooned villages.

Additional chief secre-
tary (home) of Madhya
Pradesh, Rajesh Rajora
said, "Flood situation in
the districts of Shivpuri,
Sheopur, Gwalior, Datia
and Bhind remained grim
on Tuesday We have
decided to call in the
Army to rescue people in
the marooned villages™.

All small and big rivers
in Gwalior-Chambal
region were in spate due
to torrential rains for the
last four days.

The flash floods in these
rivers, triggered by inces-
sant rains as well as
release of water from the
Madikheda dam, have
marooned 1,171 villages
in the region. Besides,
many state and national
highwayvs and railway
tracks in the region were
submerged, disrupting
the road and rail traffic in
the belt.

Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan talked to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on phone in the
morning and briefed him
about the flood situation
in the state, sources in the
chief minister's office
here said. The PM has
assured all help to tackle
the flood situation in the
state, sources added.

Chouhan said Shivpuri
district experienced
record rainfall of 800 mm
in the last two days caus-
ing flash floods in small
and big rivers in the dis-
trict. Over 400 villages in
the district have been
inundated due to the del-
uge. Over 2,000 people
have so far been rescued
in the district.

The rescue operation

BENGAL FLOOD:
15 DEAD, 3 LAKH
PEOPLE AFFECTED

Kolkata, Aug. 3: At least
15 people have died, and
lakhs of people were ren-
dered homeless or maro-
oned, as the flood situa-
tion in six districts of We-
st Bengal aggravated on
Tuesday, triggering a slu-
gfest between the ruling
TMC and BJP over the
release of “excess water”
by the DVC.

Around three lakh peo-
ple got displaced after
heavy rain in the last few
days, followed by discha-
rge of water from Damod-
ar Valley Corporation da-
ms, inundated major par-
ts of the districts of Pur-
ba Bardhaman, Paschim
Bardhaman, Paschim
Medinipur, Hooghly,
Howrah and South 24
Parganas, officials said.

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, who keeps a tab
on the relief and rescue
operations, is likely to
conduct an aerial survey
of Howrah and Hooghly
districts to take stock of
the situation. — PTI

continued for the second
day on Tuesday to evacu-
ate people stranded in
many villages.

The rescue teams were
unable to reach many vil-
lages due to submergence
of roads in many parts of
the district, official
reports reaching here
said. “Seopur district in
Gwalior-Chambal region
has been cut off from the
rest of the world as all
roads in the district were
submerged”, home minis-
ter Narottam Mishra
said. Three tribals who
perched on a treetop in
Bichi village in Shivpuri
district for the last 24
hours to save themselves
were on Tuesday rescued.
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FLOOD WORSENS
IN GWALIOR,
CHAMBAL REGION

Bhopal: , Aug 3: Flood situa-
tion in Gwalior-Chambal
region of Madhya Pradesh on
Tuesday worsened forcing the
Shivraj government to seek
army's help to rescue people
in the marooned villages.
Additional chief secretary
{home) of MP government
Rajesh Rajora said “Flood sit-
uation in the districts of
Shivpuri, Sheopur, Gwalior,
Datia and Bhind remained
grim on Tuesday. We have
decided to call in the army to
rescue people in the
marooned villages™. All the
small and big rivers in
Gwalior-Chambal region were
on spate due to torrential
rains for the last four days.
The flash floods in these
rivers, triggered by incessant
rains as well as release of
water from the Madikheda
dam, have marooned 1171 vil-
lages in the region. Besides,
many state and national high-
ways and railway tracks in the
region were submerged, dis-
rupting the road and rail traf-
fic in the belt. Chief minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan talked
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi en phone in the morning
and briefed him about the
flood situation in the state,
sources in the chief minister's
office (CMO) here said. The
PM has assured all help to
tackle the flood situation in
the state, sources added. Mr
Chouhan said Shivpuri district
experienced record rainfall of
800 mm in the last two days
causing flash floods in small
and big rivers in the district.
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