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18 deaths, thousands

displaced, many
properties damaged

OUR CORRESPONDENT

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:
Landslides and flash floods in
Kerala triggered by heavy rains
killed 18 people in the last few
days, damaged hundreds of
properties and displaced thou-
sands to relief camps, state gov-
ernment said on Wednesday.

While the Kerala State
Emergency Operations Cen-
tre (KSEOC) pegged the num-
ber of deaths in the state on
Wednesday at three and the
total, since July 31, as 15, dis-
trict EQCs of Thrissur and Kot-
tayam additionally reported
one and two deaths, respec-
tively, later in the evening.

The Chief Minister’s Office
(CMO) said 5,168 people have
been relocated from disaster-
hit and disaster-prone areas of
the state to 178 relief camps.

In a statement, it said 198
properties in the state were par-
tially damaged and 30 houses
completely destroyed in the
rains from July 31 to till date.

Red alert has been sounded
in six dams -- Ponmudi, Lower
Periyar, Kallarkutty, Erattayar
and Kundala in Idukki and
Moozhiyar in Pathanamthitta
districts as the water reached
the storage levels. The Central
Water Commission said water
levels in several rivers flowing
through the state were rising.

“Therefore, people should
take the warnings issued by the
authorities seriously and those
living in low-lying areas, river-
banks and hilly areas prone to
landslides should be extra cau-
tious and move to relief camps,

Ay .
Red alert was declared in 3

districts and an orange alert in 8
owing to heavy roins ||

the statement said.

Considering the prevailing
situation in the state, the gov-
ernment has also imposed a
ban on fishing in till August 4.

Earlier in the day, Red alert
was withdrawn from Kerala
and Orange alert issued in 11
districts of the state for the day
by the India Metearological
Department, indicating a prob-
able decrease in intensity of the
rains hitting the southern state.

The Red alert issued in the
state for August 4 was also
withdrawn and Orange alert
was issued in 12 districts for
Thursday, according to an IMD
district rainfall forecast issued
for Kerala at 12 PM.

A red alert indicates heavy
to extremely heavy rains of over
20 em in 24 hours, while orange
alert means very heavy rains
from 6 cm to 20 ¢m of rain. A
yellow alert means heavy rain-
fall between 6 and 11 cm.

As rains continued, CM
Pinarayi Vijayan directed that
arrangements be made for the
safety of tourists affected or
stranded due to the heavy rain-
fall in various parts of the state.
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