New government
In Karnataka ope
old cauvery dis

lulie. com

ere was a sense of relief after
the constitution of the Cau-
very Water Management Au-
thority (CWMA) in 2018 to re-
solve a contentious and fester-
ing inter-state river water dispute, But it
was short-lived. Politics and parochial
considerations have stirred the pot peri-
odically, keeping the dispute boiling.
More lately, the Congress victory in the
just-concluded assembly election in Kar-
nataka and the party’s compulsion to
revive the issue and assert that the Me-
kedatu dam would be built near the inter-
state border to protect the interests of the
state has raised a storm. Adding to TN's
concerns is Karnataka’s alleged disre-
gard for the authority’s request to take
“necessary and timely measures” to re-
lease the stipulated flows at Biligundlu,
the inter-state border, as specified in the
tribunal’s final award, later modified by
the Supreme Court.

In June 2019, the Karnataka govern-
ment applied to the Union ministry of
environment, forests and climate change,
seeking terms of reference for an envi-
ronment study for the Mekedatu balanc-
ing reservoir. The objective was to pro-
vide drinking water to Bengaluru and its
surroundings and generate 400MW hy-
dro-electric power. Located within the
Cauvery wildlife sanctuary, the proposed
site lies 3.9km from Tamil Nadu border:

Karnataka's contention was that the
project would regulate flow and ensure a
downstream commitment of 177.25tmeft
every water year. A month later; the ex-
pert appraisal committee of the River
Valley and Hydroelectric projects said an
amicable solution should be arrived at
between the two states before putting it
up for reconsideration, citing objections
from the Tamil Nadu government. The
ministry delisted the application from its
portal last year.

Cut to 2023: Followinga victory in the
May assembly election, Karnataka dep-
uty chief minister D K Shivakumar, who
holds the portfolio of irrigation, intensi-
fied efforts for the Mekedatu dam. During
the Covid-19 pandemic, the Karnataka
Congress conducted padayatra for the
dam, and even made it an election prom-
ise. The recent reports of the Karnataka
government marking the boundaries
have caused concerns in TN. The state
water resources minister Duraimurugan
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dismissed the concerns, stating that the
government was not bothered. “They do
it out of aarva kolaru (excitement) after
assuming office recently. Legally, they
can't go ahead with the project,” he said.
The concern now is if Karnataka pro-
ceeds with the Mekedatu dam, it will
impound the intermediate flows between
Krishnarajasagar, Kabini dams and the
inter-state border: Last month, Duraimu-
rugan met Union Jal Shakti minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat twice to not
only request that Karnataka refrain from
constructing the dam but also to ensure
TN gets its due share of water.

In June, TN received only 2.8tmcft of
water out of the stipulated 9tmcft, while
inJuly, it received 8.7tmcft out of the pre-
scribed 31tmcft. The combined storage
of four Cauvery reservoirs in Karnataka,
ason August 2, is at 92.72tmeft, which ac-
counts for 81% of their total
capacity. Except for a few
days of good inflows
into the Kabini reser-
voir, Karnataka has
beenretaining water (S5
rather than releas- (a3
ing it to TN, result-
ing in a build-up of
storage, water manag-
ers said. On Thursday,
the Mettur reservoir, the
lifeline of the delta region,
only had a storage of 25.6tmcft as
against its total capacity of 93.6tmcft,
with an inflow of just 154 cusecs (cubic
feet per second).

Farmers say the fact that the TN gov-
ernment had to raise a complaint with
the Centre against Karnataka despite the
intervention of the CWMA is a new low.
Back in 2017, before the constitution of
the CWMA, TN bureaucrats, including
Shiv Das Meena (now chief secretary),
visited Karnataka, and sought 3tmcft for
drinking water supply, but their request
was rejected. Duraimurugan said he had
urged the Centre to direct Karnataka to
adhere to the distress sharing mecha-
nism.

“There is no other way except moving
the Supreme Court. The talks with Kar-
nataka ended with the tribunal. We have
to approach the court for everything
now,” the minister said, adding that Kar-
nataka'’s attitude, regardless of the party
in office, has remained unchanged over
the past three decades.

‘The opposition remains unconvinced.
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AIADMK MP C Ve Shanmugam criti-
cised the DMK for boasting about its al-
liance with the Congress but failing to
exert pressure on the government in

Karnataka to secure Tamil Nadu'’s fair
share. “The DMK talks differently while
in and out of office, paying only lip ser-
vice,” the former Law minister said. The

With The Cong Govt In Karnataka

Intensifying Efforts To Build Mekedatu
Reservoir And Fulfill Its Poll Pledge, TN
Qeeks Centre’s Help To Ensure Falr =

 DOWN TO A TRICKLE: On
Thursday, the Mettur reservoir
© had a storage of 25.6tmeft as
. againstits total capacityof -
> -93.6tmeft, with an inflow of just

DMK was afraid to initiate le-
gal action against the Karna-
taka government, and
sought help from Delhi to
secure water, which was

ests of the Karnataka Con-
gress, The DMK did not take
any action even to notify in the
Central gazette the tribunal’s final award
in 2007, even though the party was part
of the Congress-led UPA at that time, he
alleged. The previous AIADMK regime
led by chief minister J Jayalalithaa re-
sorted to legal interventions and got the
gazette in 2013.

Farmers say the delay in getting the
rightful share of Cauvery waters poses
a significant risk to this year’s paddy
cultivation. The state may not be able to
procure even 30 lakh tonnes of paddy.
“Karnataka lacks rice to meet its needs,
while TN faces water scarcity to produce
paddy, and the Centre remains unrespon-
sive to the issue,” All Farmers Associa-
tions of Tamil Nadu coordination com-
mittee president P R Pandian said.

“Tamilians settled in Karnataka and
Kannadigas settled in TN are dependent
on Cauvery water,” Shivakumar told re-
porters recently. “The Mekedatu project
would benefit both states as it would pro-
vide enough water to farmers in the Cau-
very basin for irrigation and potable
water to the general public. Despite al-
locating 71,000 crore for the project, the
previous government did not spend a
rupee. We shall use the same amount now.
We neither have any anger nor hatred
towards our brothers in Tamil Nadu.”

Email your feedback to
southpole.toi@timesgroup.com
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T.N. may raise shortfall issue
and press for its share at
Cauvery Authority meeting

As on July 31, the cumulative deficit was about 28.85 tmcft. Around 116 tmcft was realised against

the State’s share of 4043 tmcft for June and July. Next week’s meeting is being seen as crucial

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

ith the shortfall
w in realisation of
Cauvery water

going up, Tamil Nadu is ex-
pected to urge Karnataka,
at the meeting of the Cauv-
ery Water Management
Authority (CWMA) in New
Delhi on August 11, to
make good the deficit and
adhere to the schedule of
monthly release drawn up
by the Authority.

As on July 31, the cumu-
lative deficit was about
28.85 thousand million
cubic feet (tmceft). Around
1.6 tmcft was realised
against the State’s share of
40.43 tmeft for June and
July. The authorities had
been continuing with the
discharge of around
11,000 cubic feet per se-
cond (cusecs) from the
Mettur dam, which re-
corded an inflow of a mere
154 cusecs on Thursday.

Previous meeting

The Authority last met on
June 16, when Tamil Nadu,
according to Water Re-
sources Minister Duraimu-
rugan, urged the CWMA to
issue a direction to Karna-
taka regarding the water
release. Subsequently, the
Authority had “request-
ed” the upper riparian
State to “take suitable ne-

Dwindling inflow

A look at the realisation of Cauvery water in Tamil Nadu during

the past twa months
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Total 40,43 11.5805 | -28.8495

* All figures in thousand million cubic feet

cessary action”. At its barely two weeks, after

meeting on July 14, the
Cauvery Water Regulation
Committee (CWRC) noted
that the cumulative ob-
served inflow at Biligundlu
between June 1and July 12
was only 3.379 tmcft. A re-
quest was again made to
Karnataka to wipe out the
shortfall “in the forthcom-
ing months”,

Next week’s meeting is
seen as crucial, as Tamil
Nadu wants its outcome to
be fruitful. Otherwise, in
the intervening period,
nature should be kind to
the State in terms of rain-
fall in the Cauvery catch-
ment area and the conse-
quent realisation. The
current storage of 25.6
tmefi in Mettur may last

taking into account the al-
lowance for drinking wa-
ter requirements and dead
storage of the dam.

Minister’s response
Meanwhile, in the Lok
Sabha on Thursday, Union
Minister of State Bishwes-
war Tudu replied to ques-
tions raised on the Meke-
datu issue as he did a few
days ago in the Rajya
Sabha.

According to the Union
Minister, the Authority,
during its meeting last De-
cember, decided that it
would take a “uniform
stand for taking up discus-
sions” on the Mekedatu
project as well as any oth-
er project in the Cauvery

Tamil Nadu is
expected to urge
Karnataka to make
good the deficit and

adhere to the

release drawn up by
the Authority

basin till the Supreme
Court made a decision on
a petition filed by Tamil
Nadu in 2022. He added
that the Tamil Nadu go-
vernment had been ap-
prised of the decision ta-
ken by the CWMA. The
questions were posed by
T.R. Paarivendhar, M. Sel-
varaj and Prajwal Revan-
na, all belonging to the
Lower House, and P. Wil-
son, a member of the Up-
per House.

0OPS flays DMK govt.

In a statement, the
AIADMK's former coordi-
nator, O. Panneerselvam,
criticised the DMK regime
for not being firm with
Karnataka on the issues of
Mekedatu and getting the
shortfall cleared. He urged
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
to use his good offices with
the Congress to ensure
that Karnataka released
the share of water due to
Tamil Nadu, as stipulated
in the schedule.
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Reservoir levels
just 7% down

Current water levels at reservoirs
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SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, August 3

MONSOON RAINS IN the south
peninsula in the last fortnight
have bridged the overall gap in
water levels in key reservoirs to
only 7% belowlast year’s record
on Thursday from a deficiency
of 15%aweekago.

Water levels at the 40 reser-
voirs in southern regions are
26% below last year’s level,
against 3 7% lastweek.

According to the Central
Water Commission (CWC), the
water level of the country’s 146
reservoirs stoodat 99.84 billion
cubicmetres (bem)on Thursday
—56% of theircombined capac-
ity.Aweekback,thiswasat 48%.

Avyear ago, the water avail-
able in these reservoirs was

107.34 bem,and the average of
thelast 10yearswas88.66 bcm.
“Current water level of reser-
voirswas93% of thelivestorage
of the corresponding period of
lastyearand 113%of storage of
theaverage of the last 10 years,”
the CWCsaid.

According tothe India Mete-
orological Department, overall
monsoon rains have been‘above
normal’at 5% above the bench-
mark long period average (LPA)
till Thursday.

After being deficient since
last month, rainfall in the south-
ern peninsula is 1% above LPA
so far. Northwest and central
India have received 26% and
15% morerainfall, respectively,
thanthe benchmark.On August
1,overall rainfall in the country
was 7% above the benchmark.
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Thé water'leve-l of river

Ganga restarted rising

' T%] in'in the city here on

_Thursday. This rise is mainly
due to recent flood in river

. Yamuna in Delhi, Haryaria arid
adjoining areas because the

level of Ganga at Phaphamau,

prior to Sangam in Prayagraj

was still recorded constant, as

per the report of Middle Ganga

Division-III of Central Water

Commissien (CWC). However,

right from Prayagraj to

Varanasi including Mirzapur it

was recorded rising again. In -

Varanasi, it was rising at 10 mm
per hour,

After cmssﬁg 65 metres .

mark, the water level receded
slightly when the river was
steady in the city during the last

few days but now, it has restart- -
the tlg' in the afternoon after,

ed rising again and at 8 am on
Thursday, it was at 64.89
metres. %:hou it was still
flowing several metres below -
the warning level of 70.262
metres, the rise has affected life
at Kashi’s ghats. The venue of
the famous Ganga aarti at

Dashashwamedh Ghat has

already shifted on some occa-
sions and still the river was
flowing at the feet of Sheetla
Mata Mandir. In the:down-
stream areas, though the river
was steady at Ghazipur and
Ballia, the same may start ris-
ing there-within a 1%1 .or two.
In Ballia, the rwe:rwaaat 55.31
metres against the warning
level of 56.615 metres.
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Ganga water level rlsmg agam

Water Ievel of river Ganga reslarts nsm n '-."aranasl onT

‘Meanwhile, the rain lashed

.a good rain during the ni

hours when it had received 19.8

mm rain. Due to rain, the
normal life was paralysed and
many areas were waterlogged
exposing the tall claims of
Nagar Ni that the drains
w:ﬁe alrgﬁf desilted. - -
‘However, the rains and
 recent efforts made by the gov-
‘ernment and administration
has brought a good result as
grmn'ld‘Tl watér level has
improved in 2022 as compared
02016 in all the development
blocks and urban areas of the

_dlstrlct, informed - Chief
‘Development Officer (CDO)

Himanshu Nagpal. According

: tohun, morclsrto

improve
water level in the rural and ;
urban areas of the district,

rainwater harvesting, construc-

tions. of Amrit Sarovafs and.

renovation of ponds, tree plan- -

tation, construction of check
dams and renovation of

restored rivers etc have been
* tree plantation and construc-

done.
“Due to these efﬁ:rts, at

present the ground water level
is improving and continuous

eﬂbrtsarebdngmadetocheck
the ground water level” he

said, adding that the work of

rooftop rainwater harvcstm%

_has been done in the area
3,39,305 square metres in the’

urban area and the work is in

progress in 4,8264 square

.a.ndmorerooiloﬂpj

'which will be mmplet-
‘o s00n. A.longmth thls, more
h work bmcll;ne
arvesting €
making more efforts. .by
The CDOQ said that for
water ﬂmsenvatmn, re;uvena--
tion of rivers, construction of
ponds, rain water harvesting,

tion of chak dams etc are being
done in all the development
blocks. “Under Corporate
Social Responsibility. (CSR)

- programme, the work of reno-
‘vation of a 12 hectare pond is

being done for water harvest-

__mgona]argesca],emv&]j:&e

panchayat Karkhi

‘opment bloek Pmdra,” he

added.
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Swinging Withthe Rain

KumKum Dasgupta
——————

The Bundelkhand region, which strad-
dles Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh,
isoneof the worst drought-prone areas
of India. Come summer; people are stress-
ed. They wait anxiously for weather bul-
letins because therain—or lack of it—
decides whether they should migrate to
cities for work or stay back.

Labour contractors feed on their an-
xiety and misery, circling the region’s
water-starved villages for labourers
before the harsh summer sets in. For the
people, it's either destitution or distress
migration. The latter means leaving the-
irhomes, children missing school, fami-
lies missingstate benefits such asration,
and, most tragically, leaving elders in
the villages without much of a support
system tosustain them.

Then there are villages in Bundelkha-
nd that have learnt to deal with water
scarcity With the help of the governme-
ntand NGOs, communities have restor-
ed old water-harvesting structures-
baolis (stepwells), tanks and ponds —
that were built by Chandelas and Bun-
delas, the Rajput clans who ruled these
areas between the 10th and 16th centu-
ries, and the catchment area around
them. These water-harvesting struc-
tures harvest rainwater and run-offs
from the catchments.

Officials warn that the per-capita water
availability is reducing in India. The av-
erage annual percapita water availabi-
lity in 2001 and 2011 was assessed at 1,816
m3 and 1,545 m3, respectively Anything
less than 1,700 m3 annually is considered
‘water-stressed’; below 1,000 m3 annually
isa ‘water-scarce’ condition.

With climate change hammering India
and rainfall patterns going awry, rainwa-

ugh water-harvesting structures. But
that was not always the case. At the turn
of the century, thecity had 100 stepwells.

In the last couple of years, the AgaKhan
Trust for Culture(AKTC) has been revi-
ving old water-harvesting structures in
Delhiand Hyderabad. Since 2007, AKTC
has been working on the Humayun's
Tomb-Sundar Nursery-Hazrat Nizamud-
din Basti Urban Renewal Initiative. Am-
ong the 60 monuments conserved, there
are two baolis, a lotus pond and a dozen
16th-century wells, Today, these structu-
rescollect rainwater and recharge the
groundwater aquifers.

Oneof the baolis was built during the
lifetime of Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliva
in1321-22 AD and is the only baoli in
Delhi with underground springs. For
the first time in centuries, the baoli was
desilted to its original depth of 80ft be-
low ground level, removing 700 years of
accumulated debris and dust. The man-
ual lifting of sludge required over 8,000
person-days of work.

Across India, all states have traditional
water-harvesting methods, but much of
that heritage is lost because of govern-
ment and community neglect and greed.
Whenever a stepwell collapses or needs
repairs, people tend to build over them.
Encroachment of ponds and their catch-
ment areas isalsoa rampant practice.

But saving these traditional water-har-
vesting structures is not just about con-
serving water and heritage. They make
excellent economicsense.

In the 16th century, while the Mughals
were building grand fortifications, mau-
soleums and mosques innorth India, the
Qutb Shahi dynasty also built majestic
structures in their capital, present-day
Hyderabad. They created their dynastic
necropolis near the Golconda fortificati-
ons, their headquarters,

When AKTC started work on the Quth
Shahi Heritage Park, which has 40 mau-
soleums, 23 mosques, six stepwells, a
hammam, pavilions and garden struc-
tures, in 2013-14, they had to buy water
for the restoration work at #2alitre.
However, buying water for such large-
scale work turned the project expense
sheet upsidedown.

So, AKTC turned its focus on the step-
wells, Nearly 1,670 m3 of accumulated
rubble and earth were removed from the
stepwells to restore their original depth.

The conservation of stepwells coupled
with earth-grading as part of landscape
restoration since 2014 has ensured enou-
gh water for conservation work, plant-
ing trees and watering the gardens.

In 2021, six stepwells collected 20 milli-
on litres of rainwater, all used in 2021-22.
Thecost of conservation works will be
recovered in lieu of the water collected
inafew years, says AKTC CEO Ratish
Nanda.

Recently, it was reported that Gol wou-
Id launch a pilot project under the Atal
Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation (AMRUT)2.0to revive
defunct borewells, neglected heritage
stepwells and other shallow aquifers to
recharge the groundwater and mitigate
flooding. Jaipur; Gwalior, Dhanbad, Kol-
kata, Rajkot, Thane, Pune, Hyderabad,
Bengaluruand Chennai have been sel-
ected for the project.

This isanexcellent move. More cities
should be brought under the program-
me with a thruston community partici-
pation—as was done in the Nizamud-
dinarea—torevive the link between

ter harvesting is the most commonsensi- [ = =0 citizensand their water heritage. And
calaction. But that’s not happening. e ol bl = don't forget to calculate the economic
Delhi saw heavy rainfall this yvear: But ; benefits of water conservation.

it flooded the streets and went down the p— =
drain becanse thecity doesn'thaveeno-  Future steps fromthe past kumkum.dasgupta@timesgroup.com
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