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Both Delhi & Ggn responsible
for dirty Najafgarh drain: NGT

Asks Them To Clean It Fast; Next Hearing Due On Wednesday
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New Delhi: The National Green Tribunal
hag held both Delhi and Gurgaon respon.
sible for pollution in the Najafgarh drain,
an old course of the Sahibi river origina-
ting in Jaipur, and ordered them toclean it
on awarfooting.

The NGT's order came after it took suo
motucognizance of aJuly 5 TOI report of
a huge number of fish found dead in the
drain due to high pollution levels. The tri-
bunal had formed a joint committee to
submitan action-taken report. The report
submitted by the committee on October 22
put the onus of compliance on environ-
mental norms in industries, sewage treat-
ment plants and common effluent treat-
ment plants in the lake’s catchment area
on Harvana State Pollution Control Board
(HSPCB) and Gurugram Metropolitan
Development Authority (GMDA). Later,
Haryana State Pollution Control Board
acknowledged the discharge of untreated
sewage in the catchment area by GMDA.

The joint committee, with its members
being the Central Pollution Control Board,
Delhi Jal Board, Delhi Pollution Control
Committee and others, had earlier stated
that untreated waste from Haryana's dra-
ins and heavy rain led to depletion of dis-

NGT's joint committee earlier recommended
that an independent monitoring mechanism
be established for rezl-time monitoring

of water quality in the Najafgarh drain

solved oxygen, causing the fish to be suffo-
cated. The panel reported fish succumbing
between Dhansa Regulator and Ghum-
manhera bridge onthe Najafgarh drain.
The committee recommended that
an independent monitoring mechanism
be established for real-time monitoring
of water quality in the drain and asked
HSPCB and GMDA to ensure complian-
ceof environmental norms in its areas,
Thereport alsosaid that the washout
of deposited sewage sludge and other

toxic chemicals in the bottom of the drain
during heavy rainfall also affected the wa-
ter quality of Najafgarh. It recommended
a study on source apportionment, inclu-
ding gap analysis study; by Haryana state
government departments to identify the
pollutant load in the three drains and take
steps to check them.

The reportalsosuggested that Delhigo-
vernment's irrigation & flood control de-
partment should ensure cleaning and de-
silting of the canals before the monsoon se-
ason, apart from periodic dredging and de-
weeding. It also recommended execution
of the environment management plan.

Followingthis, the tribunal bench hea-
ded by NGT chairperson Adarsh Kumar
Goel said in a judgment dated November
30 that both Delhi and Haryana were re-
sponsible for the pollution in the lake and
drain. “From the above, it is seen that pol-
lution is being discharged in Gurgaon as
well as in Delhi and remedial action so far
taken is inadequate. The problem rema-
ins and this has to be remedied on war foo-
ting,” the bench declared.

NGT said it was also hearing another
case, with matter connected to this,
and thus disposed of this case to avoid du-
plication. The next hearing will be held on
DecemberT.
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TN. issues first warning as
Mullaperivar water level rises

Tamil Nadu issued the first warning on Saturday
evening with the water level in the Mullaperiyar
dam reaching 140 ft. The upper rule level was 142
ft till November 30, as per the present rule curve
for the dam. The warning was issued by the
Tamil Nadu assistant engineer. As per a Supreme
Court order, the maximum storage level of the
dam is 142 ft. Tamil Nadu has been drawing water
at 511 cusecs from the dam, while the average
inflow was 2,934 cusecs at 7 p.m. on Saturday.
According to sources, Tamil Nadu reduced the
release of water from the Mullaperiyar, resulting
in an increase in the water level.




