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B.R.K. PILLAI

Dam Satety Act will bring in unified policies

Best means of finding solution to Mullaperiyar row is perhaps in the Bill, says Jal Shakti Ministry official

JACOB KOSHY

The Rajya Sabha passed the
Dam Safety Bill, 2019 on
Thursday. The Bill prompted
a four-hour debate in the
Upper House as several
members voiced opposition
to the key aspects of the legis-
lation. B.R.K. Pillai, who is
Member, Krishna River Man-
agement Board, and a se-
nior official of the Jal Shakti
Ministry, explains its signifi-
cance. Excerplts:

The most significant
flashpoint regarding dams is

States’ apprehension over
interference by the Centre?
How does the Bill address
this?

The Bill will lead to the esta-
blishment of the National
Committee on Dam Safety
(NCDS) and the National
Dam Safety  Authority
(NDSA). The NCDS, with exp-
ert representations from
both Central and State agen-
cies, will evolve unified dam
safety policies and protocols
for the entire country. The
NDSA will act as a regulatory
body for ensuring the imple-
mentation of policy, guide-

lines and standards evolved
by the NCDS. The focus of
the two national institutions
will be thus mostly on such

dam safety issues that are ge-
neric in nature and of nation-
wide relevance.

Dam safety issues that are
specific to an individual
State will be essentially ad-
dressed by the concerned
State Committee on Dam Sa-
fety (SCDS).

Each SCDS will also have
representations from both
upstream and downstream
States, 50 as to provide amic-
able solutions.

Among the most
controversial dam safety
disputes involves the

Mullaperiyar dam? Does this
Bill have a solution?
The best possible means of
finding a permanent solu-
tion for the Mullaperiyar
dam is perhaps laid down by
the Dam Safety Bill. With the
NDSA performing the role of
a neutral dam safety organi-
sation, it will be possible to
bring transparency in dam
safety data and mitigation
measures — an essential re-
quirement for confidence
building between the two
States.

(For full interview, log on
to bit.ly/DamLaw)
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Fear engulfs Keralites as water
level in Mullaperiyar Dam rises

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN M KOCHI:

About 4 million people staying in the dis-
tricts of Idukki, Kottayam, Ernakulam
and Alappuzha in Kerala live in perpetual fear
as the possibilities of the 126 year old
Mullaperiyar Dam bursting any time became
stronger with the north east monsoon of 2021
bringing in bountiful rain.

Wednesday night saw Tamil Nadu
Government which owns and operates the
dam situated in Kerala opening seven shut-
ters without any warning and this led to unex-
pected raise in water level in Periyar River that
flows through Idukki, Kottayam, Ernakulam
districts.

“The Central Government should imme-
diately intervene and save the people of Kerala
from a deluge. It is time Mullaperiyar Dam
is either demolished or decommissioned,’
seven-time MLA of Kerala Legislative
Assembly P C George told The Pioneer.
George, a veteran farmers’ leader in the State
said that the Dam is a ticking time bomb and
people like him who reside downstream live
in perpetual fear.

“I as the chairman of the petition com-
mittee of Kerala Legislature had recom-
mended thrice the decommission of this dam
and cancellation of the 1886 Mullaperiyar
Agreement signed between the then British
Government and the Travancore Maharaja.
The agreement has become null and void as
all agreements signed between the British
colonial masters and the princely States in
India got cancelled by the night of August 14,
1947 with the implementation of the India
Independence Act 1947, said George.

The controversial dam, built with lime
and surki (before cement and concrete mix-
ture came into vogue) is 53.66 meter (176 ft)
heigh, 1200 ft in length and has a depth of 142
ft. “Though Tamil Nadu claims that its
Kallanai Dan in Thanjavur was built during
the 2nd century AD, the truth is that it is a
dwarf of a dam compared to Mullaperiyar. Its

height is just 5.4 meters and there are no struc-
tural defects detected in it unlike Mullaperiyar
Dam which has many flaws in its construc-
tion,” said George.

M M Mani CPI(M) MLA who is the for-
mer power minister and P ] Joseph, MLA and
former minister for revenue too expressed
their fear and concerns about the safety of the
dam and called for immediate action from the
Government of Tamil Nadu. “Water level in
the dam should be brought down so that peo-
ple could sleep peacefully,” said Mani.

Tamil Nadu opened the shutters of the
dam on Wednesday late night without any
warnin& that led to the flooding of Periyar
River flowing through Kerala. Since the
people staying on the river banks were did not
sleep because of heavy rains, they could alert
their brethren and save them from getting
washed away, said Joseph.

George said Kerala has identified land for
buildinF anew dam in place of Mullaperiyar.
“We will continue giving Tamil Nadu what-
ever water it is taking from Mullaperiyar. Our
only mission is to save the people of Kerala
from getting washed away while ensuring
water for Tamil Nadu,” said George.
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Inter-State Worry
Down, Dam Safety Up

The Dam Safety Act 2021 has been in the making for 34 yvears,
and will put an end to inter-state squabbles over whether one
state’s population is at risk from another state’s deficient up-
keepof adam, as also make for deployment of uniformnorms
and advanced technology for dam surveillance and mainte-
nance. It also enhances water security.

As per 2019 figures, India has 5,745 large dams, nearly 300 of
them more than 100 years old, and at least another 1,000 such
structures of 50-100 years’ vintage. Hence the pressing need
for mechanism design for their structural rehabilitation and
operational safety. It is true that 18 states and five dam-owning
bodies have their own Dam Safety Organisation (DSO), but in
the absence of a central law, dam safety
norms have tended to vary from state to
state. Water is in the State List as per the
Constitution, but Entry 56 in the Union
List does enable the Centre to bring forth
legislation for regulation of inter-stateri-
ver waters and river valleys,

The Dam Safety Act calls for oversight
of ‘surveillance, inspection, operations and maintenance’ of
alllarge dams. A national committee on dam safety istobe set
up, together with a National Dam Safety Authority. Further,
each state is to form its committee on dam safety, along with a
state dam safety organisation. We need modern information
technology tools for 24x7surveillance of large dams, by instal-
ling sensors and by purposefully leveraging our satellite com-
munications infrastructure.

In tandem, we need to have in place an advanced forecasting net-
work to better managesluice gates. Global warming and rising va-
riability in rainfall call for heightened capacity for storage reser-
voirs, focused watershed management and regular maintenance.
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Wazirabad barrage
to be upgraded to
be flood-ready

Times News Nerwork

New Delhi: Delhi government announced that it would
upgrade the Wazirabad barrage on the Yamuna river for
better alertness in flood-like situations.

Water minister Satyendar Jain held a meeting with
the government's irrigation and flood control depart-
ment and Delhi Jal Board officials over the issue. The
new gatesat the barrage will also help wash away excess
ammonia and other contaminants when required.

“Upgrading these barrages is the need of the hour.
Every year, lakhs of cusecs of water flows in theriver. It
isimportant to have thelatest technology toregulatethe
barragesystem,” said Jain.

The Wazirabad barrage was built in 1959 across the
Yamuna in north Delhi, one amongsix across theriver.

According to the government, new barrage gates
will be built using the latest technology with a flood
alarm system for quick response during the rainy sea-
son when the flow of water in theriver is high.

“During monsoon, up to4 to 51akh million gallons of
water flows all at once through these barrages. The re-
construction of these new barrage gates will increase
its strength so that they can withstand the high water
pressure,” said a statement from the government.

A barrage is a type of diversion dam that consists of
many large gates that can be opened or closed to control
the amount of water passing through. This allows the

structure to regulate and stabilize river water ele-
vation upstream for irrigation and other systems.
This new barrage upgrade will also help to hold
more water during the non-rainy season, leading
to more water percolation, which will further help
increase the city's groundwater levels.
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TO TOUCH COAST AROUND PURI ON DEC 5; NDRF EARMARKS 64 TEAMS

Odisha, Andhra, Bengal brace for cyclone ‘Jawad’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

BHUBANESWAR/ NEW
DELHI/ KOLKATA: As cyclonic
storm ‘Jawad’ rolled towards the
Odisha-Andhra Pradesh coast
on Friday, a day before landfall in
QOdisha’s Puri district, the NDRF
kept in readiness its 64 teams
to meet any eventuality in the
aftermath of the tempest which is
likely to also affect Bengal.

The cyclonic storm is likely
to reach the west-central Bay
of Bengal off the coast of north
Andhra Pradesh and Odisha by
Saturday morning, the India
Meteorological Department said.

It will then move north-
northeastward along the coast
of Odisha and adjoining Andhra
Pradesh and touch the coast

An earthmover is used to pull fishing boats ashore in view of the Cylone

Jawad, in Visakhapotnam, on Friday

Tl

According to the
deployment map
shared by him at the
press conference, out of
the 46 teams, 19 are
based in Bengal, 17 in
Odisha, 19 in Andhra
Pradesh, apart from
seven in Tamil Nadu and
two in the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands

around Puri by December 5
noon, according to the weather
department.
Going by the projected tra-
jectory of cyclone, as issued by
=5

the India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD), the system may
strike the Puri coast and return
to the sea, the state’s Special Relief
Commissioner (SRC) PK Jena

told reporters in Bhubaneswar,
adding winds gusting at 90-100
kmph will likely impact the dis-
trict at landfall.

The speed may gradually

decrease after touching the Odi-
sha coast, he said.

“There’s also a possibility of
the cyclonic system changing its
course avoiding landfall in Odi-
sha. It could just pass along the
coastline, with Puri experiencing
a rub-off effect,” he said.

NDRF Director General
(DG) Atul Karwal told reporters
in New Delhi while 46 teams have
been deployed or pre-positioned
in the vulnerable states, 18 teams
have been kept in reserve.

According to the deployment
map shared by him at the press
conference, out of the 46 teams,
19 are based in Bengal, 17 in Odi-
sha, 19 in Andhra Pradesh, apart
from seven in Tamil Nadu and
two in the Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands.

L A

All teams have been made
available as desired by the vari-
ous state governments and they
will be deployed in consultation
with local authorities, the NDRF
DG said.

A single NDRF team has
about 30 personnel who are
equipped with pole cutters, elec-
tric saws to clear uprooted trees,
inflatable boats and some other
relief and rescue gadgets.

“We are confident of taking
care of the situation in the best
possible manner,” Karwal said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had on Thursday reviewed
the preparedness to deal with the
situation and directed officials to
take every possible measure to
ensure people are safely evacu-
ated. Continued on P8
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K'TR seeks national project status to K]

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabaxd

TRS working president KT
Rama Rao appealed to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to grant national proj-
ect status to either Kalesh-

waram or Palamuru-Ran-
gareddy Lift Trrigation
Scheme. In a tweet, he said,
“Humble appeal to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
Telangana CM KCR had
appealed to you several
times to grant national
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project status to either
Kaleshwaram project or
Palamuru-Rangareddy Lift
Irrigation Scheme.”
“While Polavaram in AP
and Upper Bhadra in Kar-
nataka are being recog-
nised as naticnal projects,

kindly ensure that the
world’s largest multi-stage
lift irrigation project
Kaleshwaram or Palamuru
Lift Trrigation Scheme are
considered with equal im-
portance. Request you sir
to direct the high powered

steering committee to take
up Telangana projects on
6th Dec,” he tweeted.

He also shared a newspa-
per clipping in which the Jal
Shakti Ministry gave nod
for national project status
to Upper Bhadra project.

LIS or PRLIS

He also shared another
newspaper clipping quoting
the then Union Minister
Nitin Gadkari informing the
LS that the Centre had de-
cided not to give any such
concession to irrigation
projects after Polavaram,
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