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Water released
from Mettur
dam to save
Samba crops

The Hindu Bureau
SALEM

On Saturday, 6,600 cusecs
of water was released from
the Mettur dam to save
Samba crops in Tiruvarur
and Nagapattinam districts
in the delta region, follow-
ing an order from Chief Mi-
nister M.K. Stalin.

Following poor rainfall
and Karnataka’s refusal to
provide adequate Cauvery
water, farmers urged the
State to release water from
the Mettur dam to save the
crops. The government
formed 30 committees to
evaluate the status of sam-
ba crops in Thanjavur, Ti-
ruvarur and Nagapattinam
districts. They carried out
field surveys in 298 villages
and found that crops on
22,774 acres would be af-
fected due to water shor-
tage.

Officials said that 2 TMC
of water would be dis-
charged over a period of
three to four days.
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BRS MLA protests handover
of Krishna projects to KRMB

Demands that State govt direct Board to issue clarification

STATE BUREAU

Jogulamba Gadwal

Raising objections to the
State government’s decision
to handover Telangana proj-
ects to the Krishna River
Management Board
(KRMB), BRS MLA Krishna
Mohan Reddy staged a
protest at the Jurala project
here on Saturday.

Refuting the govern-
ment’s claims that the proj-
ects were not handed over
to the KRMB, the MLA
questioned why the Board
sought funds and staff for
the maintenance of 15 out-
lets. “If the State govern-
ment has not handed over
the projects, it should make
the KRMB issue statements
to clarify people’s apprehen-
sions,” Mohan Reddy said.

Raising slogans against
the Congress government,
he charged that the KRMB
did not bother to address
Telangana’s concerns when
Andhra Pradesh was draw-
ing water from Srisailam to
Rayalaseema. “How can
people trust that the KRMB
would obstruct any unau-
thorised drawing of water
once the management of
outlets was under its con-
trol,” he asked.

In the last 10 years, the
BRS government had op-

BRS MLA Krishna Mohan Reddy and farmers staging a protest
at the Jurala project on Saturday.

posed handing over the
projects to the KRMB, he
said.

The Krishna river dispute
was still pending with the
Krishna Tribunal. As the

issue was still pending, the
Congress government
handed over the projects to
the KRMB. Does this not in-
dicate that the State govern-
ment has surrounded the

Modi government, Mohan
Reddy charged. “The Con-
gress’ idea is to hand over
the supervision of Krishna
to the KRMB and win the
elections in  Andhra
Pradesh,” he said.

Already, the right canal
was being controlled by
Andhra Pradesh and Telan-
gana officials were denied
permission to inspect it. In
such a scenario, if the proj-
ects were under the KRMB’s
ambit, it would affect Telan-
gana’s interests adversely,
he said.

Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy is conspiring to pro-
mote the Narayanpet-Ko-
dangal  Lift Irrigation
Scheme by sidelining the
PRLI scheme. The BRS gov-
ernment had initiated meas-
ures to construct five reser-
voirs to store sufficient
Krishna river water under
the Palamuru Ranga Reddy
Lift  Irrigation  (PRLI)
scheme. However, Congress
leaders filed cases and cre-
ated hurdles, he said.

The BRS was not against
the Narayanpet-Kodangal
project, but under the
PRLIS, sufficient water can
be supplied to those areas
through canals. Tenders
were also floated but the
Congress government sus-
pended them, he said.
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