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waTer | WARS | KGR seeks meet on July 20 with TS concerns

Nullify KRMB meet, says CM

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 3

Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao on

Saturday demanded the
cancellation of the tripar-
tite meeting of Krishna
River Management Board
(KRMB) scheduled to be
held on July 9 following the
complaint lodged by the
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment against generation of
hydel power by the
Telangana state govern-
ment.

Instead, Rao demanded
that the KRMB hold a full-
fledged meeting after July

20 and incorporate the
issues raised by Telangana
state in the agenda of the
meeting.

The Chief Minister held a
meeting with senior offi-
cials at Pragathi Bhavan to
take stock of the situation
arising out of the ongoing
Krishna water row with
AP.

The CM stated that the AP
government’s Rayalaseema
Lift Irrigation Sche-me
(RLIS) and Pothrired-
dypadu were ‘illegal pro-
jects’ which Telangana
would never accept.

He said RLIS was taken up
without any approvals by

concerned agencies and
without a single drop of
water allocations made.

The Chief Minister reiter-
ated that the Telangana
state government would
continue hydel power gen-
eration at projects over
Krishna till water levels
permitted and no one
including the KRMB had
the power to ask the
Telangana state govern-
ment to stop it.

He rejected the existing
Krishna water sharing
ratio of 66:34 between
Telangana state and AP and
demanded that it should be
done in the ratio of 50:50.

Out of total 811 tmc ft
(thousand million cubic
feet) in the Krishna river
allotted to undivided AP,
both the states should share
405.5 tmc ft each till
Krishna Water Disputes
Tribunal delivered its ver-
dict, he said.

The Chief Minister rub-
bished AP's claims that
they were forced to release
surplus water into the sea
from Prakasam barrage due
to Telangana state taking
up hydel power generation
upstream.

M Page 2: KCR: AP can use
Barrage water in Krishna dist
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KCR: AP CAN
USE BARRAGE
WATER IN
KRISHNA DIST

From Page 1

He suggested that AP
utilise the water to meet
the needs in Krishna dis-
trict and save power
charges to be incurred
for lifting Godavari
water from the
Pattiseema project.

TS had a large
requirement of power
for its lift irrigation
projects and Mission
Bhagiratha. To meet this
demand, generating
hydel power was neces-
sary to reduce financial
burden as well as pollu-
tion since hydel power
was considered 51 per
cent clean  energy
The CM =said the Centre
too was encouraging
states to opt for hydel
energy and Telangana
state was following
suit. He added that
40 per cent of hvdel
power consumption
was for lift irrigation
needs.

Chandrashekar Rao
said the Telangana state
government would go to
any extent to protect its
justifiable share in the
Krishna river. He
expressed anger
over Bachawat Tribunal
failing to deliver a
final verdict on Krishna
water allocations even
though it was constitut-
ed 17 years ago.
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STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

In a significant develop-
ment, the Telangana gov-
ernment on Saturday re-
fused to accept the illegal
Pothireddypadu  project
being taken up by Andhra
Pradesh on the Krishna river
without any water alloca-
tion and environmental
clearances despite the stay
orders issued by the Na-
tional Green Tribunal
(NGT). It termed the Ray-
alaseema Lift Irrigation
Scheme (RLIS), which lifts
water to the Pothireddy-
padu canal, too as illegal.
Further, Telangana de-
cided to call for the cancel-
lation of the three-member
meeting of the Krishna
River Management Board
(KRMB}) on July 9, and in-
stead, seek a meeting with
the entire board on July 20.
It also decided not to allow
usage of water for the
Pothireddypadu  project
under any circumstances
and argue before the KRMB
against AP’s illegal projects.

Telangana Today 04-July-2021

[ Raging Rovv

State demands equal
share in Krishna water

Rejects temporary allocation in ratio of 66:34 between Andhra Pradesh and TS
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Telangana has decided to seek cancellation of the three-member
meeting of the KRMB on July 9, and instead, wants a meeting

with the entire board on July 20.

Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao on Saturday
held a high-level meeting at
Pragathi Bhavan to discuss
the RLIS issue besides re-
viewing the lifting of water
into irrigation projects and
hydel power generation in
the State among others.
Though the Bachawat tribu-
nal allowed utilisation of en

bloc allocations in Krishna
water, Andhra Pradesh
should use them only for the
irrigation projects with as-
sured water allocations.
The high-level meeting
rejected the ongoing tempo-
rary allocation of Krishna
river waters in the ratio of
66:34 between Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana, In-

Will use allocated
water only: KCR

Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao has
made it clear that
Telangana will only use
Krishna waters from the
allocations lawfully
made to the State for
meeting its irrigation
needs and generating
hydropower. He stated
none can object to this,
and the Telangana gov-
ernment would make its
case before tribunals,
boards like KRMB,
courts and other fora.
(REPORT PAGE 5)

stead, the government de-
cided to demand allocation
between both the States ona
50:50 ratio from the current
year itself and accordingly,
seek an allocation of half of
811 tmc of assured waters in
Krishna river i.e. 4055 tmc
until the Krishna Water Tri-
bunal makes final alloca-
tions. (SEE PAGE 2)
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‘Will use rightful share of water’

KCR expresses anger over delay in allocation of TS’ share in Krishna waters, says will fight Centre if needed

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao made it
clear that Telangana will
only use Krishna River wa-
ters from the allocations
lawfully made to the State
for meeting irrigation needs
and also hydropower gener-
ation. He stated that none
can object to this and the
Telangana  government
would make its case before
tribunals, boards like Kr-
ishna River Management
Board (KRMBY), courts and
also other fora.

He said that Telangana
had suffered for irrigation
water for several decades in
united Andhra Pradesh and
such a situation would not
be allowed under any cir-
cumstances after the State
formation. He expressed
anger over delay in alloca-
tion of Telangana’s share in
Krishna River waters even
17 years after the constitu-
tion of the Brijesh Kumar
Tribunal, He asserted that
he would fight with the Cen-
tre if necessary for the
Telangana’s rightful share in
Krishna River water.

Speaking at the high-level
meeting on Rayalaseema
Lift Irrigation Scheme and
other illegal projects by
Andhra Pradesh, lifting
water into the irrigation
projects and hydel power

welfare of its farmers

Will fight with anyone and to
any extent for the agricultural
needs of Telangana and the

= K CHANDRASHEKHAR RAQ, CM

generation in Telangana
State here on Saturday,
Chandrashekhar Rao said
unlike Andhra Pradesh
where water can be diverted
easily, Telangana must irri-
gate its lands by pumping
water using lift irrigation
schemes. He stated that
while about 30 lakh
borewells are operated in
the State for irrigation
water, about 40 per cent of
total power consumption
was done for irrigation pur-
poses. “Considering the dif-
ficult terrain, Telangana has
no option but lift water to
meet its needs for both irri-
gation and drinking water,”
he pointed out.

The Chief Minister said
Telangana was geographi-
callylocated above sealevel
and there was no way to
utilise water for irrigation
purposes by gravity, despite
different rivers flowing in
the State.

He stated that the State
has no option but lift water
to meet its needs. “Due to
neglect of the rulers of undi-

vided Andhra Pradesh for
several decades, lands in
Telangana have turned bar-
ren and farmers in Telan-
gana were wronged. Hence,
the construction of irriga-
tion projects in the new
State of Telangana has be-
come a priority for the State
government which com-
pleted  lift  irrigation
schemes like Kaleshwaram,
to meet the irrigation needs
of Telangana,” he said.

Rao stated that Telangana
has become the Rice Bowl of
India only through lifting
river water to irrigate its
lands and the government
will construct more such lift
irrigation schemes on both
Krishna and Godavari rivers
in near future, He said the
government can supply
water for both the crops by
operating the hydel power
projects to their full capacity
in order to lift the water
from the lift irrigation
schemes.

“In addition to using the
river waters constitutionally
allotted to Telangana by

various tribunals for irriga-
tion, we will also use the
water allocated for hy-
dropower generation to
overcome the inevitability
of lifting water for irrigation.
The State Cabinet has also
decided the same and the
State government will not
consider anyone’s views
against this, We will fight
with anyone and to any ex-
tent for the agricultural
needs of Telangana and the
welfare of its farmers,” he
asserted.

However, the Chief Min-
ister reiterated that the
Telangana State would fully
co-operate with its neigh-
bouring States to exercise
their rightful share of the
river waters, but the people
of Telangana will not re-
main silent to the use of un-
allocated assured waters.

He recalled that the then
Chief Minister YS Ra-
jashekhar Reddy had repeat-
edly announced inside and
outside the Assembly that
only flood waters would be
used for Pothireddipaduand
conveyed the same to the
Brijesh Kumar Tribunal.

“But today, they violated
these assurances and the
people of Telangana will not
tolerate the denial of water
rights in the name of
Potireddipadu,” he said.

Chandrashekhar Rao said
it was not proper for anyone
to ignore the basic natural

justice that it is only after
needs of River Water Basin
are fulfilled, out of Basin
needs should be addressed.
He said the demand for hy-
dropower generation has in-
creased in the wake of lift ir-
rigation projects undertaken
by Telangana State and
made it clear that the gov-
ernment will operate lift ir-
rigation schemes to irrigate
the lands of Telangana.
Further, he pointed out
that the Telangana State
government had held dis-
cussions with the neigh-
bouring Maharashtra State
and  constructed the
Kaleswaram project without
causing any problem to Ma-
harashtra government. In
similar way, a friendly hand
was extended to the Andhra
Pradesh for resolving issues
amicably, but the latter
turned a deaf ear, which was
unfortunate, he added.
Chief Secretary Somesh
Kumar, Principal Secretary
for Irrigation Rajat Kumar,
CMO secretary Smita Sab-
harwal, Engineer-in-Chief
Muralidhar Rao, CM OSD
Sridhar Rao Deshpande,
TSTransco and TSGenco
chairman and managing di-
rector D Prabhakar Rao, TS-
Genco Director (Hydel)
Venkatrajam and Additional
Advocate General Ra-
machandra Rao, and senior
officials of irrigation depart-
ment attended the meeting.
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THE Telangana Gov-
ernment has decided
to take the ongoing
water war between the
two Telugu states to a
new high.

A high-level review
meeting on Irrigation
chaired by Chief Minis-
ter K Chandrasekhar
Rao on Saturday de-
manded that the meet-
ing convened by the Kr-
ishna River
Management Board on
July 9 be cancelled. The
TS government de-
manded a full-fledged
meeting of the KRMB
after July 20. It said that
the full board meeting
should include the is-
sues related to Telan-
gana State.

Stating that TS would
not agree to the alloca-
tion of water for the
Pothireddypadu project

The Hans 04-July-2021

Water war reaches new high

KCR seeks full-fle

which was being taken
up ‘illegally’ by the
Andhra Pradesh Gov-
ernment, KCR asked the
officials to take this is-
sue and put up a power-
ful argument before the
board. He also directed
the officials to prepare a
detailed presentation on
Pothireddypadu and
Rayalaseema lift irriga-
tion projects to be pre-
sented to the KRMB.
The meeting further
decided that it will in-
form the KRMB that the
temporary sharing of
water between TS and
AP which is 66:33 ratio
should be altered and

dg

from this year and water
allocation between the
two States from River

Krishna should be
50:50. The TS govern-
ment will argue that of
the 811 tmc feet assured
water, TS and AP should
share 405.5 tmc feet
each.

KCR directed the offi-
cials to ensure power
generation to its full ca-
pacity from Srisailam,
Jurala, Nagarjuna Sagar
and Pulichintala as long
as water was available in
these projects.

The meeting also felt
that KRMB had no right
to direct TS to stop

ed KRMB meeting after July 20

power generation. There
is no agreement between
the two Telugu States
over power generation
and hence KRMB can-
not intervene regarding
power generation, the
meeting resolved.
Refuting the criticism
of AP that water was go-
ing waste into the sea as
TS was releasing water
from these projects
without consulting
them, KCR advised
them to utilise the water
from the Prakasam bar-
rage for irrigation and
drinking water purposes
in the Krishna delta re-
gion. Continued on Page 5

Tension continues
at Sagaras TS
generates power
HaNs NEWS SERVICE

AMARAVATI: With no
end to the stalemate be-
tween Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana govern-
ments over utilisation of
Krishna waters, the
Telangana continues to
go ahead with hydel gen-
eration and was releasing
water from Srisailam, Na-
garjunaSagar and Pulich-
intala power projects re-
sulting in huge quantities
of water going waste into
the sea for the third con-
secutive day. This has re-
sulted in serious concern
among the farmers of the
Krishna deltaayacut. Ac-
cording to officials, TS
had released 8,340 cusecs
of water from Prakasam
barrage in the last two
days. Continued on Page 5
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BHARATIYA Janata Party
State chief Bandi Sanjay Kumar
wrote to the Union Jal Shakti
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat seeking his inter-
vention to notify the jurisdic-
tion of Krishna River Manage-
ment Board (KRMB) to protect
the legitimate interests of
Telangana of its rightful share
in Krishna waters.

In his letter, the Karimnagar
MP said that the Krishna Water
Dispute Tribunal (KWDT-I)
has awarded 811 tmc ft of water
to be utilised by the then com-
bined state of Andhra Pradesh.
The KWDT-II (Brijesh Kumar
Tribunal) has made changes in
the year 2010, but the same
have not been published yet as
the matter is pending with the
Supreme Court. Following this,
the current utilisation of wa-
ters being followed is as per the
KWDT-I decision.

Further, as per the Andhra
Pradesh Reorganisation Act
(APRA-2014), the KRMB and
Godavari River Management
Board (GRMB) were set up by
the Centre to operate and
maintain all the projects be-
longing to both the States on

The Hans 04-July-2021
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inter-state rivers of Kr-
ishna and the Go-

“The

?SZ?SHOJ:%’E“ State should get

Lo s 555 tmc ft (68.5 per cent
been  noti- of 811 tmc ft) as its

;‘g‘; A due share. But, by

out. agreeing to 299 tmc ft
matonine | ONIY, KCR has sabotaged
bifurcation the interests of the
o State and put at it a

States  had great disadvantage,”

worked out a
temporary
arrangement for
water  distribution
among themselves out of

the 811 tmc ft of water. But,
"Telangana government led by
Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekar Rao had utterly
failed in protecting the inter-
ests of Telangana and its peo-
ple, agreeing to 299 tmc ft to be
utilised by Telangana and the
remaining 512 tmc ft by Andhra
Pradesh.

Terming it unjustified, he
said that 68.5 per cent of the
catchment area of Krishna
basin lies within Telangana. Ac-
cordingly, the State should get
555 tmc ft (68.5 per cent of 811

Bandi Sanjay

tme

ft) as its

due share.

But, by agreeing to

299 tmc ft only, KCR has sabo-

taged the interests of the State

by failing to get its due share of
555 tmc ft.

Against this backdrop, the AP
had issued a GO No 203 for the
construction of Rayalaseema
Lift Irrigation Scheme (RLIS)
to pump 3 tme ft of water,
upgradation of Pothireddypadu
head regulator canal system to
draw 80,000 cusecs of water,
both from the foreshore of Sri-
sailam reservoir and other
upgradation works in the exist-

Kumar

s

‘ upgradation of the existing

§ o

ing canal system of Galeru-Na-
gari project to draw another
70,000 cusecs of water from
Srisailam. However, these proj-
ects are illegal and are in viola-
tion of the water alloca-
tions made by KWDT-I. As
per the APRA-2014, any
new irrigation project or

project on River Krishna
should have the approval of
the Apex Council and
KRMB. This was not ob-
tained by AP.

Bandi pointed out that how
the Telangana government has
failed to withdraw its petition
in the Supreme Court lead to
failure on the part of the Telan-
gana government to allow the
Centre to refer the issue to
KWDT-II, also, not attending
the Apex Council meeting on
August 5,2021 by the Chief
Minister.

“Since KCR is in hand-in-
glove with the CM of AP and
failed to protect the water
rights of Telangana,” he re-
quested the Union Minister to
notify the jurisdiction of
KRMB at the earliest so that
the legitimate water rights of
Telangana were protected by
the Board, until the KWDT-II
or a new tribunal is formed.
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