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Min: TN govt will never
allow Mekedatu dam
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Chennai: Reiterating that
Karnataka government’s Me-
kedatudam proposal was con-
trary to the judgment of the
Supreme Court, Tamil Nadu
water resources minister Du-
raimurugan on Monday said
the state government would
never allow the construction
of the dam. “It is certain that
the TN government will take
appropriate measures re-
garding the Mekedatu issue.
Let us all work together on
thismatter,” the minister said
inastatement.

He said reportsof Karna-
taka deputy CM D K Shiv-
akumar discussing project
clearance with Union Jal
Shakti minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat was re-
grettable. The state govern-
ment would present strong
arguments in the court and
stop the effortsof the Karna-
taka government, he said.
“The Karnataka govern-
ment has a habit of raising
the Mekedatu issue from
time to time. I don’t know if

D K Shivakumar discussing
project clearance with Union Jal

Shekhawat was regrettable

this is due to political com-
pulsion or something else,”
the minister said, recalling
chief minister M K Stalin’s
repeated requests to PM Mo-
ditonotallowthe Karnataka
government’s proposal, be-
sideshis visits to Shekhawat
inthe last two years.

The Cauvery water man-
agement authority did not
take up the agenda of Meke-
datu dam plan on several oc-
casions due to strong resist-
ance from the Tamil Nadu
government. Duraimuru-
gan sought toassure that the
government would initiate
all efforts to safeguard the
interestsof thestate andpro-
vide uninterrupted supply
of Cauvery water for agri-

culture. The government
has been taking measures
“at all levels” to get its due
share of Cauvery water. The
water resources secretary
has written to the authority
chairman on July 3 to make
good the shortfall for the
month of June, hesaid.
Former chief minister O
Panneerselvam said, “When-
ever the DMK is in power, the
neighbouring states have a
habit of taking measures
against Tamil Nadu.” TMC
leader G K Vasan said Shiv-
akumar’s statement was in-
timidating the delta farmers,
while AMMEK chief T T V Dhi-
nakaran said Karnataka's
move was a “betrayal” of the
people of Tamil Nadu.
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Water for every acre, household
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AS PER PLAN: Water being lifted from the Saraswathi pumphouse of the Kaleshwaram project at Kasipet in

Manthani mandal of Peddapalli district on Monday. Following a review meeting by Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar
Rao on irrigation projects, the officials lifted water from the Kaleshwaram project.
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Clearing the water
India must give a bigger push to scheme
to deliver potable water

ccess to potable tap water is a basic ne-
A cessity. However, of the roughly 25 crore

households in India (2016), a tap water
connection that delivers 55 litres per capita every
day of potable water is a rarity in most of rural In-
dia, which accounts for about 19.5 crore house-
holds. In August 2019, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi promised that rural households would be
assured of piped, potable water by 2024 — before
his government’s tenure ended. When he made
that commitment, only about 3.2 crore, or about
16% of rural households, were so connected. To-
day, those figures stand at 64%, a substantial in-
crease but still below the target. In recent years,
the Jal Shakti Ministry, which has labelled this
plan of providing piped water connections as the
‘Har Ghar Jal' missions, has consistently under-
lined the scale of the exercise. Since 2019, about
nine crore households have their own exclusive
access to piped water. This is apart from connec-
tions to village schools, anganwadis and com-
munity buildings. Yet, for all this scale, it is un-
likely that all of rural India will be connected by
April 2023, as per Mr. Modi's claim. The COVID-19
pandemic and the Russia-Ukraine war reportedly
caused the mission to slow down considerably,
government officials claim, by impeding access to
pipes and civil construction necessary to the en-
terprise. Realistically, it is unlikely that even 75%
of households will be connected by this time.
‘While this too, by no means, is an insignificant
achievement, the challenge is the reliability of
these numbers.

The figures reported by the Jal Shakti Ministry
are solely based on data reported by States. One
proxy that presents a discouraging picture is the
number of villages that have been certified as
‘Har Ghar Jal', or having all houses fully connect-
ed. Only 1,68,157 villages have been reported by
States as ‘Har Ghar Jal’ and only 59,000 or ahout
35% have been ‘certified’ — meaning their gram
panchayats have formally acknowledged com-
pliance. The overwhelming fraction of villages
have somewhere between half or three-fourths of
their households connected. An independent as-
sessment commissioned by the Jal Shakt Minis-
try sampled about 300,000 households in
13,300 villages and reported 62% households as
connected in October last year. That is good but
too small a sample to be representative, It also
emerges that the large States with 100% com-
pliance, i.e., Gujarat, Haryana, Punjab, already
started on a fairly high base in 2019. The Centre
must put in place a mechanism that discloses the
scheme's performance on the ground in a tran-
sparent way.
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Tamil Nadu flags shortage in its share of Cauvery water

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Objecting to the deficit in
its share of water received
from Karnataka, the Tamil
Nadu government on Mon-
day wrote to the Cauvery
Water Management Auth-
ority (CWMA) flagging the
issue and seeking direc-
tions to the neighbouring
State to release Tamil Na-
du's actual share for July as
per the schedule.

Tamil Nadu Secretary
for Water Resources De-
partment wrote the letter
to the CWMA on July 3, Mi-
nister for Water Resources
Duraimurugan said in a
statement. Wondering why
Karnataka kept bringing

Following Tamil Nadu's abjection to the proposal to build a dam at
Mekedatu, the issue was not taken on agenda during meetings of
Cauvery Water Management Authority held this year, k. MURALI KUMAR

up the Mekedatu issue ev-
ery now and then and
whether it was due to “pol-
itical compulsion”, he reit-
erated that Tamil Nadu
“would never permit® a
dam at the site.

The Tamil Nadu govern-

ment would block the ef-
forts to construct a dam
across the Cauvery at Me-
kedatu by placing strong
arguments when the cases
relating to this issue come
up for hearing in the Su-
preme Court, Mr. Durai-

murugan said.

“The Tamil Nadu go-
vernment will take all ne-
cessary steps to protect the
rights of the State and pro-
vide uninterrupted water
supply for agriculture,” he
added

Contending that the Ta-
mil Nadu government was
taking necessary efforts “at
all levels” to receive its
share of Cauvery water in
line with the judgment of
the Supreme Court, he said
Tamil Nadu had urged the
CWMA during its 21" meet-
ing held on June 16 to issue
a direction to Karnataka to
provide Tamil Nadu's due
share.

The deficit in Tamil Na-
du's share for June was also

flagged during a meeting of
the Cauvery Water Regula-
tion Committee (CWRC)
held on June 30.

‘Meeting regrettable’
Terming as “regrettable”
the meeting of Karnataka's
Deputy Chief Minister with
the Union Minister for Jal
Shakti over permission for
the Mekedatu proposal,
Mr. Duraimurugan pointed
out that the proposal was
against the judgment of the
Supreme Court.

He further recalled that
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
reiterated the State’s oppo-
sition to the proposal when
he met the Prime Minister
on June 17, 2021; March 31,
2022 and May 26, 2022,
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TAMIL Nadua Water Resources
Minister Duraimurugan will
meet Union Jal Sakthi Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat in
New Delhi on Wednesday to re-
quest the centre not to give per-
mission to Karnataka gOVern-
ment for building a dam across
the Cauvery at Mekedatu.

The minister, who will be
leaving Chennai on Tuesday
evening with senior officials,
may also take up the issue of
failure by Karnataka to release
full quota of Cauvery water for
the month of June to Tamil
Nadu and the need to release
the water due for July
immediately.

Duraimurugan may also
meet union minister for mines
Pralhad Joshi during his visit,
sources said,

Meanwhile, the minister, ina
statement issued in Chennaion
Monday, said the Karnataka
government’s plan to build a
dam at Mekedatu is against the
verdict of the Supreme Court
and the Union Jal Sakthi min-
istry has repeatedly said the ap-
proval for the project will not
be given without the consent of
Tamil Nadu. He also pointed
out that cases filed by Tamil
Nadu are pending before the
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TN min heads to Delhi over damissue

To meet Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat over Cauvery dam at Mekedatu

& view of river Cauvery at Mekedatu | FALErsoTO

K'TAKA NOT RELEASING WATER ON AGENDA TOO

Tamil Madu Water Resources Minister Duraimurugan, who will be
leaving Chennai on Tuesday evening with senior officials, may
also take up the issue of fallure by Karnataka to release full
guata of Cauvery water for the month of June to Tamil Nadu and
the need to release the water due for July immediately. He may
also meet union minister for mines Pralhad Joshi during his visit

Supreme Court. When these
cases come up for hearing,
Tamil Nadu government will
put forth strong arguments be-
fore the court to thwart Karna-
taka's attempts to build the
dam, he said.

Duraimurugan said the state

has been making all efforts to
get its share of Cauvery water
as per the 8C verdict. During
the last meeting of the Cauvery
Water Management Authority
(CWMA) held on June 16, Tamil
Nadu water resources secre-
tary Sandeep Saxena had

pointed out that the full quota
of water due for June was not
received from Karnataka. The
issue was also raised during
the meeting of the Cauvery Wa-
ter Regulation Committee held
on June 30. The secretary also
wrote a letter to CWMA chair-
man on these issues.

The minister said there are
reports that Karnataka deputy
chief minister DK Shivakumar
discussed the Mekedatu issue
with Jal Sakthi minister on
June 30. “This is unfortunate
since Karnataka's plan is viola-
tive of the SC verdict and Chief
Minister MK Stalin, during his
earlier meetings with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, had
urged him not to allow Karna-
taka to build the dam. The issue
was alsn not taken up for dis-
cussion during the CWMA
meetings held on February 10,
April 11, and June 16, Duraimu-
rugan said.

Ower the past few days, oppo-
sition parties — AIADME, BJP
and PME — have been eriticis-
ing the DMK government on
the issue. On Monday, BJP state
president K Annamalai said
the CM would be compromis-
ing on the state’s rights if he
takes part in the opposition’
meeting in the wake of Karna-
taka ‘s stand to build the dam.
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