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SC asks Centre to set up Yamuna body
meet to tackle Capltal’s water concerns

Utkarsh Anand
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Monday urged the Centre to
convene an urgent meeting of
the Upper Yamuna River Board
(UYRB) on June 5 to address the
pressing issue of severe water
crisis in Delhi amid unrelenting
summer heat and soaring
demands, even as it added that
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) gov-
ernment should take proactive
steps to ensure water is not
wasted in the national capital
and that leakages are detected.

“There shall be an emergent
meeting of Upper Yamuna River
Board on June 5, 2024, to
address the issues agitated in
this petition and all other con-
nected issues in right earnest so
that problems of scarcity of
water for the citizens of Delhi
should be properly addressed.
Post this matter on Thursday
(June 6) along with the minutes
of the meeting and the suggested
steps,” ordered a vacation bench
of justices Prashant Kumar
Mishra and KV Viswanathan.

The court was hearing a peti-
tion moved by the Delhi govern-
ment last week for a directive for
the state of Haryana to release
surplus water provided by Hima-
chal Pradesh through the Wazi-
rabad Barrage. The petition
highlighted Delhi's arrangement
with Himachal Pradesh, which
has agreed to share its surplus
water with Delhi, However, since
Himachal Pradesh does not
share a physical boundary with
Delhi, this water must be
released through the Wazirabad
barrage, located in Haryana,

To be sure, the targeted sup-
ply of the city under its summer
action plan is 1,000mgd, but the
estimated demand according to
the Delhi economic survey
2023-24 is 1,290mgd, based on
supplying at least 60 gallons per
day per capita. The demand-sup-
ply gap widens further during
peak summer,

Representing the AAP govern-
ment, senior counsel Abhishek
Singhvi began by saying that the
plea is not adversarial and that
the endeavour of the govern-
ment s to mitigate the water cri-
sis through a one-time measure
of using additional water that

the Himachal Pradesh has
agreed to share with the Capital.

Solicitor general Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the Centre
and the Haryana government
pointed out that the same issue
was pending before the UYRB,
which has asked the Himachal
Pradesh to give details of the
additional water that the state
was willing to supply to Delhi.

Responding, the bench said
that a high-level meeting must
be called as soon as possible to
consider the Delhi government's
plea as well as all other meas-
ures necessary to ameliorate the
water crisis. “Why can't there be
a joint meeting of all the stake-
holders? Let there be a high-level
meeting today or tomorrow. As
an emergency measure, convene
a meeting as soon as possible,”
the bench told the SG, who
accepted the court’s suggestion
but emphasised that the meeting
ought to happen before the
UYRB, which happens to be the
statutory body to deal with such
issues. Setupin 1995, UYRB is an
interstate body established to
regulate theallocation and man-
agement of the water resources
of the Upper Yamuna Basin. The
Board was constituted based on
amemorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) on May 12, 1994,
signed by Himachal Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Rajast-
hanand Delhi.

While the bench highlighted
the urgent need for collaborative
efforts, Mehta flagged concerns
regarding substantial water
losses significantly exacerbating
the crisis. “As per the figures
placed before the Board, of every
100 litres of water that Delhi gets,
only 48.65 litres reach the people
in the Capital, 52.35% of itis lost
dueto leakage, tanker mafia and
theft by industrial units. The
government will have to tighten
it," Mehta said.

Agreeing with the SG, the
court opined that addressing
these internal inefficiencies is as
crucial as securing additional
water supplies from neighboring
states. “What he (Mehta) is say-
ing is also right. There should
not be any wastage of water. We
will look into this also ata subse-
quent stage,” said the bench.

It then proceeded to record a
joint statement of the parties
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that a meeting of UYRB will be
convened on June 5 for deter-
mining the immediate steps
needed to alleviate the water
scarcity in Delhi and that the
outcome of the meeting shall be
places before it within 24 hours,

The Delhi government's peti-
tion, filed on May 31, highlighted
the acute heatwave and red alert
conditions in Delhi. The petition
said: “This unprecedented surge
in temperature has led to an
excessive water demand, which
isnot being met by supply from
neighbouring states, precipitat-
ing a full-fledged water crisis.”

The plea said due to increased
demand, the water levels at the
Wazirabad barrage have criti-
cally reduced, putting the health
and well-being of Delhis 25 mil-
lion residents at grave risk.

“The Government of NCT of
Delhi has taken all administra-
tive measures to ensure optimi-
sation, rationing and targeted
supply of water in the national
capital; yet, the shortage of water
remains acute and it is clear, by
all indicators, that the NCT of
Delhiis indire need of additional
water,” it maintained.

Pointing out that the excess
water that Himachal Pradesh
has agreed to share with Delhi
can come through the Wazira-
bad barrage, located in Haryana,
the plea rued that Haryana's
cooperation is not forthcoming.”

“Be that as it may, by way of
the instant petition, the Petition-
er-Government does not intend
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to shift the blame on the State of
Haryana or any other state, and
only prays for an immediate res-
olution of the ongoing water cri-
sis in the national capital
through the release of the sur-
plus water — including but not
limited to surplus water being
provided by the State of Hima-
chal Pradesh in the Wazirabad
barrage, by the State of Hary-
ana,” stated the plea.

The petition said the Delhi
government does not intend to
set a precedent that would
require any state government in
the future to provide the nation’s
capital with an increased volume
of water by pleading for the
release of excess water,

“The petitioner seeks this sur-
plusrelease of water by the State
of Haryana as a one-time solu-
tion to redress the present emer-
gency and resolve the ongoing
water crisis in the NCT of Delhi,”
said the Arvind Kejriwal govern-
mentin the top court.

Citing a 1996 Supreme Court
order (Delhi Water Supply &
Sewage Disposal Undertaking Vs
State of Haryana), which
directed Haryana to ensure sup-
ply through the Yamuna during
asimilar crisis, the Delhi govern-
ment said the present situation
is much more severe. The plea
urged the Court to intervene in
the public interest to prevent a
severe health crisis. The petition
said that access to water isa fun-
damental human right and
essential for sustaining life.
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CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

In a clear case of the rainy
season advancing into
Telangana sooner than ex-
pected, the Indian Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD),
New Delhi, on Monday ac-
knowledged that the south-
west monsoon entered sev-
eral regions of Telangana
State.

While the advent of
southwest monsoon in
Telangana is usually associ-
ated with second-half of
June, the Indian Meteoro-
logical Department said:
“Southwest Monsoon ad-
vanced into some parts of
Central Arabian sea, some
parts of Karnataka, Ray-
alaseema, Coastal AP, some
parts of Telangana and

Monsoon makes
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Monsoon makes early entry into State

People take a boat ride at Durgam Cheruvu on a cloudy afternoon
in Hyderabad on Monday. — Photo: Anand Dharmana

some of parts of Westcen-
tral and Northwest Bay of
Bengal today, the 3rd of
June.” Thanks to the swift
change in weather patterns,
under its influence, the max-

early entry into State

imum daytime tempera-
tures changed drastically in
Hyderabad and districts in
Telangana. Till Sunday, the
maximum temperature in
Hyderabad hovered close to

41 degrees Celsius and by
Monday, the maximum day-
time temperatures plum-
meted to 32 degrees Celsius,
a9 degrees Celsius drop in
just a day.

The IMD-Hyderabad, in
its 5-day forecast on Mon-
day, said that a majority of
districts in Telangana will
receive a significant amount
of rain in the coming days. It
issued a yellow alert, which
means widespread thunder-
showers accompanied by
rain, lightning and gusty
winds in almost all the dis-
tricts of Telangana.

Experts in Hyderabad in-
volved in tracking the move-
ment of rain-bearing clouds
said that they were expect-
ing southwest monsoon to
hit Telangana between June
8andJunel0.  (SEEPAGE2)
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However, due to windy conditions, the mon-
soon has already become active and is ex-
pected to cover the entire Telangana in the
coming two to three days. Not only in Hyder-
abad but almost all the districts of Telangana,
which were under the influence of a severe
heat wave till Sunday, with the mercury hover-
ing between 44 degrees Celsius and 46 degrees
Celsius, have reported significant drop, up to
40 degrees Celsius and even less, in regions like
Hyderabad. The nighttime temperature, which
remained at a higher level of 30 degrees Celsius
in Hyderabad and surrounding regions dipped
to 23 degrees Celsius.
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~ La Nma promases plentiful monsoon raimfall crucaal for India’s agriculture

aler reservoirs

NEW DELHI: The 2023-24
El-Nino event, which drove
recard-hreaking temperatures
and r::l:r:n]tﬁmhnrumni
the warld, is predicted to tran-
sition to La-Nina conditions
later this year, according toa
new update from the World
Meteorological Organisation
(WM.

The world experienced
the warmest Apri] ever and
the | 1th consecutive month
of record-high temperatures
this year. Sea-surface tem
atures have been m::-r:l-ﬂh
for the kst 13 meoniths, accord-
ing to the WMO. The WMO
said this is happening due to
the naturally-occurring B
Nino — unusual warming of
waters in the central and east
n?de'a:iElc (cean -- uﬂdl}u
additional eneryy {rapped in
the atmosphere and ocean by

greenthouse gases from haman  pro

a:h'.uh.es Amida prevailing bt
eakening E] Nino, rnﬂ]!nns-:F
:m'iui.rlhﬁ.n:l, includi
iz and Pakistan, end
hrut.:l hieat in Apeil and May.
The latest forecasts from the

[MD hn-nurld mansoan rains  FLERESHIONG

Closer Look

# The: world experienced the warmest
Apri everand 11 consequiive
meonihs of record-high temperafures,
with sea-wurfoce femperotures also
af record highs for 1.3 months

# B Mino's unusual waming of Pocific
withers, combined with gresnhouse
gaas emissions, has led to exireme
heat, affecting millors in South Asia,
induding India ond Poickion

WM Global Producing Cen-
tres of Long-Range Forecasts
give equal icuﬁ] percent]
to either nestral conditions ar

2 transition to [a Nina during  had forecast

June- August. The chanceof La-
Nina :un:li:ll.il:-ns m:J}mu toy
) per cent during July fo Sep-
tember and 70 per cent dur-
ing August io November, The
babity of E] Nino redevel-
oping & neglizible during this
time, the WM mid

While  Nino is associated
with weaker monsoan winds
and drier conditions in Indi,
La Nina -- the antithesis of 1]

Nimo - lmds to plentiful rain-
fall during the monsoon.
Ll:;;ujmm&,ﬂuh:ljﬂ{mi
oraiogical [ (MD
normal rain
ir the mansoan seasan in ndiy
with favurable La-Nina con.-
ditions ﬂ'pa'_f?:lutn set in by
A Sepienber.
Monsoon & critical for
Indz s agnicultural lan
with 52 per cent of the net
vateed arem relying onit. It is dso
crucial for replenishing reser.
voirs critical for drinking wates,
apart from power generation
acrioss the couniry.

“Fvery month since June
2023 has st 2 nevw tempera-
ture record and 2023 was b
Iin]:tmrrnﬂt:.'mmnren:a'c[
The end of El Nino does not
miean 2 pause in long-term cli-
mate change as our planet wil
continue o warm due to heat.
trapping DUsE gases,
Exceptionally high sea-surface
temperatures wil continue to

i play an important role dur-

ing the next months,” WMO
Deputy  Secretary-Generd
Ko Rarrett sid The last nine

years have heen the warmest
on record even with the mal-

ing influmce af a multi-year L2
Niria from 200 o enrly 2023,

H Nino in Decem.
ber 2003 upuuﬁ:duf the fve
strangest on recard.

*Cur weather will continue
to be mare exreme becuse of
the extra heat and moisture in
our atmosphere, Thisis whythe
“Farty Warnings for Al mita-
tive remains the WMO's tog

priarity. Seasonal forecasts for
E'J Nino and L Nina and the
anficipated impacts on the ci
mate patterns globally are an
impartant toel to inform srly
warnings and early action,”
sid Barrett, wha is leading a
WMO delegation at the UN
(Jimate Change session in Ger-
many s Bonn. La-Nina condi-
ticns generally follow strong
E|- Mino events, and this is in
line with recent mods predic-
tioms, although high uncer.
tainty remains ragarding its
strength or duration. Accord-
ing, to the WMU), above-nar.
mal se-surface temperatures
in all areas are expecied 1o per-
sist outside the near-squatorial
eastern Pachic Ocean. MGHNIE
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