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RIVER KATHA

THE NATIONAL Mission for Clean Ganga, which implements
the government’s ambitious Namami Gange programme, will
hold a one-day Ganga Utsav on Friday. Among activities
planned is a mini-food festival, involving local dishes from

Ganga riparian states such as Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and West Bengal. Aside from that, film
screening and a storytelling session will also be organised.

Union Culture Minister G Kishan Reddy will be chief guest at
the event, to be held at Major Dhyan Chand Stadium.
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ITC Ltd strengthens its 360-degree Water
Stewardship interventions with focus on PPPs

I'TC’s s60-degree water stewardship programme is in alignment w@ith the Government’s key
water initiatives including *7al Shakti Abhiivan: ‘Atal Bhujal Yojana’ and "More Crop Per Drop’

NEW DELHI: ITC Limited, one
of India leading multi-business
conglomerates, has forged as
many as 50 Public-Private Part-
nerships (PPPs) with the Gol
and other institutions as part
of its integrated and holistic
initiatives to achieve water secu-
rity and rural empowerment
across India. ITC'’s 360-degree
water stewardship programme
is in alignment with the Gov-
ernment’s key water initiatives
including ‘Jal Shakti Abhiiyan.
‘Atal Bhujal Yojana' and ‘More
Crop Per Drop. Driven by the
Sustainability 2.0 goals articu-

lated by Chairman, Sanjiv Puri,
ITC is scaling up its interven-
tions in replenishing water
resources and water usage effi-
ciency. It has also embarked on
a programme to achieve water
positive status at river basin level
with focus on 4 basins across the
country. The Ghod river basin
has already turned water posi-
tive last year.

The Company has also part-
nered the government in creat-
ing large-scale awareness on the
need for equitable water man-
agement by participating in the
ongoing India Water Week 2022.

In recognition of its efforts in
ensuring water security for all
stakeholders, ITC also received
the 1st prize in the ‘Best Indus-
try for CSR Activities’ category
at the third National Water
Awards by Ministry of Jal Shakti,
Gol in 2021-22.

Over 54 per cent of India
is water stressed. Agriculture
which forms the lifeline of the
Indian economy is vulnerable
to the threat of climate change.
Recognising the critical need
to address this challenge, ITC
has taken a three-fold approach
to drive water security for its

stakeholders and contribute to
achieving the national goal of
securing a sustainable water
future for India. The three-
pronged approach involves
1) a large-scale community
based integrated watershed
development initiative cover-
ing catchment treatment, water
harvesting structures develop-
ment, and groundwater recharge
spread over 13 lakh acres in 16
states with over 25,000 water
harvesting structures built and
another 1.33 lakh acres acres
under biodiversity conserva-
tion, 2) a unique demand side

water management programme
that focuses on improving water
use efficiency of agriculture with
the demonstrated achievement
of water savings in the range
of 20-45 per cent across select
crops and a total savings poten-
tial of 496 million cubic metres
during 2021-22 3) maximiz-
ing water efficiency across all
its operations. Owing to its
360-degree water stewardship
initiatives, ITC has earned the
distinction of being the only
global company of comparable
dimensions to be water positive
for over two decades.  mPOST
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