NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India (CJI)
NV Ramana on Wednesday
recused himself from hear-
ing Andhra Pradesh’s plea
after it said “no” to the
Supreme Court’s suggestion
to go for mediation over dis-
pute with Telangana which
has allegedly deprived the
State of its legitimate share
of drinking and irrigation
water from the Krishna
river,

The CJI, who hails from
Andhra Pradesh, had said in
the last hearing that he be-
longed to both the States
and suggested “mediation”
to Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana for settling their
dispute, saying it did not
want to interfere “unneces-
sarily”,

The Bench, also compris-
ing Justice Surya Kant, on
Wednesday took note of the
submissions of G Umapa-
thy, the counsel appearing
for Andhra Pradesh, that the
State wanted adjudication of
the case by the apex court
bench instead of going for
the mediation. “Then letthe
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Won’t hear water row: CJI

GRMB emergency meet on Aug 9

HYDERABAD: The 10th
emergency meeting of
the Godavari River Man-
agement Board (GRMB)
will be held on August 9 at
11am at GRMB confer-
ence hall at Jal Soudha in
Errum Manzil here.

The decision of the Min-
istry of Jal Shakti to hold
an emergency meeting
assumed significance as
Telangana abstained from
the coordination commit-
tee meeting convened by
the Ministry on Tuesday
demanding that a full
board meeting be first
convened to discuss vari-
ous issues pertaining to
the State. In a letter ad-
dressed to all the board

matter be listed before an-
other bench. We are not
forcing you, if you don’t
want mediation, Place it be-
fore another bench,” the CJI
ordered.

“They don’t want media-
tion, and I don’t want to hear

members, GRMB member
secretary BP Pandey ex-
plained the agenda for the
meeting.

The 10.1 Clause (i) of
paragraph-1 of Gazette
Notification S.0. No. 2843
(E) dated July 15, 2021,
along with 10.2 Clause (a)
of paragraph-2 of the no-
tification regarding ap-
proval and putting in
place an appropriate or-
ganisational structure to
perform functions man-
dated by the notification
and to identify the cate-
gory of posts to be filled
from officers serving in
the Central government is
included in the agenda.

(SEE PAGE 2)

the matter,” CJI Ramana
said during the brief hear-
ing, Solicitor  General
Tushar Mehta, appearing
for the Centre, said the gov-
ernment has no objection if
the CJI-led bench heard the
plea of Andhra Pradesh. “I

do not have any cbjection,
neither does the Govern-
ment. We have full faith,”
the law officer said. “Thank
you,” the CJI said while po-
litely refusing to hear the
case of Andhra Pradesh.

On August 2, CJI Ramana
had said; “T don’t want to
hear this matter legally. I be-
long to both the States., If the
matter can be settled in me-
diation, please do that, We
can help with that, Other-
wise I will transfer this to
another bench.”

The counsel for Andhra
Pradesh had taken time till
Wednesday for apprising
the bench of the view of the
State over the apex court’s
mediation offer, In July,
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment had moved the top
court claiming that the
Telangana government re-
fused to follow the decisions
taken by the Apex Council
constituted under the
Andhra Pradesh Reorgani-
zation Act, 2014, the direc-
tions of Krishna River Man-
agement Board (KRMB)
formed under this Act, and
the Centre’s directives. e
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India, World Bank sign $250 mn
project for making dams safe

IANSHE NEW DELHI

he Indian Government, the Central Water

Commission, representatives from 10 par-
ticipating States, and the World Bank on
Wednesday signed a $250 million project for
long-term dam safety programme and improv-
ing the safety and performance of existing dams
across various States.

The Second Dam Rehabilitation and
Improvement Project (DRIP-2) will strengthen
dam safety by building dam safety guidelines,
bringing in global experience, and introducing

Another major innovation envisaged under
the project, that is likely to transform dam safe-
ty management, is the introduction of a risk-
based approach to dam asset management that
will help to effectively allocate financial resources
towards priority dam safety needs.

The project will be implemented in approx-
imately 120 dams across Chhattisgarh, Gujarat,
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Odisha, Rajasthan, and Tamil Nadu,
and at the national level through the CWC.
Other states or agencies may be added to the
project during project implementation.

innovative technologies.

Prefer A Legal
Battle On River
Water: Andhra

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Andhra Pra-
desh government on Wednes-
day spurned CJI N V Rama-
na’s practical suggestion to
resolve the dispute with Te-
langanacnapportionmentof
Krishna river water shares
through mediation, saying it
would prefer a legal battle in
the Supreme Courttostop the
neighbour from “usurping
water” in excessof its share,

The CJI had on Monday
suggested thatthetwo states
resolve the dispute over ap-
portioning of the river wa-
ter through miediation in-

Times of India- 05- August-2021

AP spurns mediation offer,
CJI recuses self from case

CJI NV Ramana had said that

he belonged to both AP and
Telangana and could supervise
the mediation for a possible
resolution of the Krishna dispute

stead of spending time and
energyoverlitigation,

. However; he caveated it by
saying, “If Andhra Pradesh
wants adjudicationof legalis-
sues raisedin its writ petition,
Twill recuse and post the pet-
ition before another bench.”

TheCJI, who had asan ad-
vocate represented the undi-
vided Andhra Pradesh from
which Telengana was carved
out, said, “Tbelongto both the

states. [ can arrange for medi-
ation and supervise it fora po-
ssible resolution of the Krish-
nawater sharing dispute.”
On Wednesday, AP coun-
sel G Umapathy informed the
court that the Y8 Jagan Reddy

i government would prefer ad-

judicationof theissuesraised
by thestateinits writ petition,

. which pushed the CJI to make

good on his words and recuse
from hearingof thepetitien.
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the Cen-
tre, said the Union govern-
ment has full faith in the CJI
and that it would like the CJI-
led bench to hear the writ pet-
ition filed by AF. However, Ju-
stice Ramana remained firm
and ordered the case to be
posted before anotherbench.
In its writ petition, And-
hra Pradesh has aceused Te-
langana of depriving people
of AP of thelr legitimate

share of Krishna water. The
bigger of the two neighbours
allegerl that Telangana was
notfollowing decisions taken
on river water management
inthe Apex Council constitu-
ted under the Andhra Pra-
desh Reorganisation Act of
2014 as also the directions of
the Krishna River Manage-
ment Board (KRMB) consti-
tuted under the 2014 Act and
directionsof the Centre,

It has also blamed the
Centre for not notifying the
exact jurisdiction of KRMB.
“This is resulting in illegal
acts on part of Telangana,™ it

‘said, However, a day after AP

moved the SC, the Centre on
July 16 notified the Godavari
and Krishna river manage-
ment boards, giving them
moreteeth toadminister, reg-
ulate, operate and maintain
projects listed on these two
riversin Telanganaand AP,
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{ KRISHNA RIVER DISPUTE }

Andhra declines mediation, CJI recuses himself

Utkarsh Anand
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Chief Justice of India
NV Ramana on Wednesday
recused himself from hearing a
dispute between Andhra Pra-
desh and Telangana on sharing
Krishna river water for drinking
and irrigation after the former
pressed for legal adjudication
instead of mediation.

Heading the bench that also
included justice Surya Kant, the
CJI said that the petition moved
by the Andhra government will
now be listed before some other
bench.

On Monday, CJI Ramana, who
was born in the undivided state

CJINV Ramana

of Andhra Pradesh, clarified that
he would not adjudicate upon
the legal issues involved in the
matter but if the states were
forthcoming on settling the dis-
pute through talks, the bench
could assist the mediation proc-
ess.

“I belong to both the states. I
don’t want to hear this matter

legally. But if the matter can be
settled in mediation, please do
that. Otherwise, we will have to
send this matter to another
bench,” Justice Ramana said
then. To this, senior advocate
Dushyant Dave, appearing for
the AP government, replied that
he would have to speak to the
competent authorities in the
state government since it was a
“political matter”.

On Wednesday, advocate G
Umapathy appeared for the
Andhra government and
informed the bench that the peti-
tion will have to be adjudicated
by the court, indicating media-
tion was not the way forward.

“We cannot force you if you

don’t want mediation,”
responded the CJL.

At this, solicitor general Tus-
har Mehta, representing the
Union government, said that the
Centre has no objection to the
CJI hearing the matter. But jus-
tice Ramana declined: “They
don’t want mediation. How can I
hear it? Let it go to another
bench.”

The Andhra government, in
its petition, has complained that
Telangana was refusing to follow
decisions taken in the apex
council constituted under the
Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation
Act, 2014, and directions of the
Krishna River Management
Board and those of the Centre.



Didi complains against DVC; Informs PM ab

RAJIB CHOWDHURI | DC
KOLKATA, AUG. 4

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, worried over the flo-
od situation in some West
Bengal districts following
discharge of water from
barrages, called up Chief
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee on Wednesday and as-
sured her of Central help.

The Trinamul Congress
supremo, however, compl-
ained to Modi against the
Damodar Valley Corpor-
ation (DVC) for causing a
“man-made” flood. She
also informed him in a let-
ter about sending a report
on the extent of damages
to get central funds.

Banerjee got the call
from Modi in the after-
noon when she was going
to visit Amta in Howrah,
one of the worst affected
districts, by road after can-
celling her aerial survey
in a chopper due to a fresh
round of heavy rain.

The PMO tweeted, “PM
@narendramodi spoke to
WB CM @MamataOfficial
on the flood situation
caused by water discharge
from dams in parts of the
state. PM assured all possi-
ble support from the Cen-
tre to help mitigate the sit-
uation. PM Modi prays for
the safety and wellbeing of
those in affected areas.”

The Chief Minister was
also planned to visit Uda-
ynarayanpur in Howrah
and Khanakul in Hooghly
by road. But rising water
level foiled her plan.

Banerjee later wrote to
odi, “Kindly refer to our
telephonic conversation
today on the grave man-
made food situation in so-
me districts of West Beng-
al due to unprecedented
release of water from the
DVC dams at Panchet, Ma-

Wednesday.

ithon and Tenughat. Rec-
ently, there has been a low-
pressure formation result-
ing in high rainfall in West
Bengal and Jharkhand.
Nearly, 2 lakh cusecs of
water was discharged fr-
om Panchet, Maithon and
Tenughat dams of DVC
leading to severe flooding
of huge areas in Hooghly,
Howrah Purba Bardha-
man, Paschim Bardha-
man, Birbhum and Pasc-
him Medinipur districts.”

“Apart from the loss of 16
precious lives, there has
been unprecedented displ-
acement, suffering and lo-
ss of livelihood of lakhs
and lakhs of farmers and
people at large causing ex-
tensive damage to agricul-
tural crops, fisheries, hou-
ses, roads, bridges, power
lines and other infrastruc-
ture,” she added.
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Modi dials Mamata, assures help
after her ‘man-made’ flood claim
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A man with his belongings after his house submerged in flood water at Udaynarayanpur in Howrah district on

- PTI

‘Key flood relief plan won't be
realised till Didi becomes PM’

DC CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA, AUG. 4

Tollywood actor-turned-
Trinamul Congress MP of
Ghatal, Deepak Adhikari,
popular as Dev, claimed on
Wednesday that until his
party supremo Mamata
Banerjee becomes the
Prime Minister, a key
flood mitigation plan of
the state, which has been
pending for a long time,
&Dllld not get implement-

“Until Didi becomes the
PM, the Ghatal master
plan would not be imple-

mented. We have to ensure
she becomes the PM. If the
party, which is in power at
the Centre presently and
which claimed to build
Sonar Bangla and usher
development here, the
plan would not materi-
alise because it can not be
found after the Assembly
election,” Dev said after
visiting his constituency
in West Midnapore, affect-
ed by the flood.

He added, “It is sad that
they are vet to wake up
even after many letters
were sent from the state, 1
generally talk about these

things in public. But I am
feeling bad about the situ-
ation. There are a few par-
ties that work for the peo-
ple. Those who are at the
central government are
one of them.”

Puncturing his allega-
tions Ghatal BJP MLA
Sital Kapat, however, said,
“Before coming to power,
Banerjee had talked about
implementing the master
plan first. But the state
government, after she ca-
me to power, did not coop-
erate by not sanctioning
funds though the Centre
allocated funds for it.”

out sending a report on the extent of damages

IAF AIRLIFTS
STRANDED MP
HOME MINISTER

RABINDRA NATH
CHOUDHURY | DC
BHOPAL, AUG. 4

The flood situation in
Gwalior-Chambal region
of Madhya Pradesh con-
tinued to remain grim on
Wednesday. As many as 11
people have been killed so
far and thousands are
trapped in villages. State
revenue minister Govind
Singh Rajput told
reporters here that death
of 11 people in rain-relat-
ed incidents has been
reported.

The flood situation in
seven districts in Gwalior-
Chambal region worsened

further on Wednesday
with the overflowing
Sindh river marooning

hundreds of villages and
washing away roads and
bridges in the area.

“Army has been deploy-
ed in rescue and relief op-
erations in the region. Be-
sides, NDRF and SDRF te-
ams are engaged in rescue
operations. IAF helicop-
ters are also evacuating
stranded people”, Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan who made an
aerial visit of the flood-
affected areas said.

Home minister Naro-
ttam Mishra also experi-
enced the rain fury. He got
stranded when the boat
carryving him to flood-hit
Kotra village in Datia dis-
trict developed a glitch
while trying to move out
local residents, an official
said, adding that Mishra
was rescued by the IAF
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Mamata blames Damodar Valley
Corporation-rundams for floods

Writes to Modi, says excessive release of water by them responsible for the catastrophe

PRANAB MONDAL @ Kolkata

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, after review-
ing the flood situation in six
southern districts of the state,
wrote to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi alleging that the “un-
precedented release of water
from the Damodar Valley Cor-
poration (DVC) dams” has led
to the “man-made” crisis.

She called on the Centre to
draft a plan to upgrade the stor-
age capacity of the dams to pre-
vent such situations in the
future.

Mamata, in her four-page let-
ter, said 16 people died due to
the flood and tens of thousands
of farmers have lost their land
and livelihood.

Earlier in the day, the prime
minister telephoned her to seek
updates about the flood situa-
tion and assured her of all pos-
sible assistance from the Union
government.

Mamata complained to the
prime minister that the DVC re-
leased water from its dams in
an unplanned manner, causing
a man-made flood situation in
the state.

“In respect of the current
flood, we will shortly be send-
ing our damage assessment for

West Bengal Chief MinislerNama!a Banerjee addresses a gathering during her visit
to a flood-affected area in Howrah on Wednesday | pn

your kind intervention. I would
reiterate the need to develop
holistic and long-term solu-
tions with respect to the aug-
mentation of storage capacity
of the DVC system to ensure
that West Bengal is spared the
regular devastation and suffer-
ing from man-made floods per-
petrated by huge release of wa-

ter from the DVC dams,”
Mamata wrote.

Mamata lashed out at the
Centre for lack of financial
support during disasters. “De-
spite the state being regularly
ravaged by natural disasters in
the form of eyclones and man-
made floods which we are pres-
ently witnessing, no financial

Kamal Nath calls for
probe into collapse
of three bridges

With Gwalior-Chambal
region of Madhya Pradesh
receiving heavy rains, the

state’s former chief minister
Kamal Nath demanded a
high-level probe into the
washing away of three
major bridges in Datia
district within 24 hours.

“Washing away of three
bridges in Datia district is
very serious matter. How
can these bridges, which
were built after investing

crores of rupees, wash away
like house of cards. A high
level probe should be
conducted in the matter and
responsibility be fixed on
wrongdoers,” Nath tweeted

help has been forthcoming
from the Centre. The state has
to compensate for the loss of
lives and property from our
meagre resources.”

The Prime Minister’s Office,
in a tweet, said Modi has as-
sured the Bengal government
of all possible support from the
Centre.



Rain fury in MP: Over 1,250 villages
hit by floods; 6,200 people rescued
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BHOPAL: The flood situa-
tion in north Madhya Pradesh
turned "grim" where more than
1,250 villages were affected by
the deluge following heavy rains
while nearly 6,200 people were
shifted to safer places with the
help of the Army, NDRF, BSF
and state agencies, Chief Minis-
ter Shivraj Singh Chouhan said
on Wednesday.

The CM, who conducted
an aerial survey of the flood-
hit areas in the afternoon, said
1,950 people were still stranded
and efforts were on to rescue
them.

Rail services between Shiv-
puri and Gwalior and telecom
services in Morena district
were badly affected due to the
monsoon fury, the CM told
reporters.

The rescue operations using
helicopters resumed again in
the day after being affected due
to bad weather on Tuesday.

"The flood situation in north
Madhya Pradesh is grim...1,225
villages in Shivpuri, Sheopur,
Datia, Gwalior, Guna, Bhind
and Morena districts are
affected,” Chouhan said.

The State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF), the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDREF), the Indian Army and
the BSF together have suc-
ceeded in evacuating 5,950 peo-
ple from 240 villages, he said.

Madhya Pradesh Home
Minister Narottam Mishra also
experienced the rain fury. He
got stranded when the boat car-
rying him to flood-hit Kotra vil-
lage in Datia district developed
a glitch while trying to move out
local residents, an official said,
adding that Mishra was rescued
by an IAF helicopter. Additional
Chief Secretary (Home) Rajesh
Rajora on Wednesday evening
informed that 6,220 people have
been rescued so far.

As many as 1,281 villages
are affected due to floods in
the state, he said, adding that
efforts are underway to rescue
1,060 people from the flood-

&% MR
SDERF personnel rescue fload-hit people in Lidhora village, in Dabra
tehsil of Madhya Pradesh, on Wednesday 1l
affected areas. shifted to relief camps in
"Four columns of the Army, ~ Gwalior, where 46 villages were
BSE, NDRF teams and 70 teams  affected. In Shivpuri, 800 people

of the SDRF have been deployed
for the rescue work. More teams
of the NDRF are coming,..five
helicopters of the Air Force,
including four in Gwalior and
one in Shivpuri, have also been
pressed into the rescue opera-
tions," the CM had said, adding
that the water level is coming
down in some places.

Some villages in the Sheo-
pur district were completely
submerged, but the pecple
stranded there were safe. The
Army was reaching those vil-
lages for the rescue operations,
he said.

Army jawans reached Datia,
where 1,100 people were res-
cued from 36 villages, he added.

Some people were airlifted
from a place in Datia district
where all the main roads are
shut due to inundation, he said.

"Two bridges in the Datia
district collapsed due to flood-
ing. A bridge over the National
Highway no. 3 developed a
crack, following which traffic
was suspended as a precaution,”
he said.

Nearly 3,000 people were

were rescued from 22 villages,
the CM said.

Chouhan further said there
was a danger of flooding in the
Bhind and Morena districts as
the water level of the Chambal
river was rising due to heavy
showers.

The water level will go up
further in these districts as the
water was released from a bar-
rage over the Chambal river,
he said.

People from low-lying vil-
lages in these districts were
being evacuated, he added.

Chouhan also said that the
infrastructure was completely
damaged at several places in
these districts.

"The telecommunication
infrastructure in Morena and
other places was completely
destroyed due to the floods. I
have spoken to officials of the
Union telecom ministry in this
regard,” he said.

Train services between Shiv-
puri and Gwalior were halted
as the rail infrastructure was
badly damaged on the section,
he said. AGENCIES
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Krishna river water dispute: CJI
recuses himself from mediation

NEW DELHI: Chief Justice
of India (CJI) N V Ramana
Wednesday recused himself
from hearing Andhra Pradesh’s
plea after it said "no" to the
Supreme Court's suggestion
to go for mediation over dis-
pute with Telangana which has
allegedly deprived the state of
its legitimate share of drinking
and irrigation water from the
Krishna river.

The CJI, who hails from
Andhra Pradesh, had said
in the last hearing that he
belonged to both the states

and suggested mediation to
Andhra Pradesh and Telan-
gana for settling their dispute,
saying it did not want to inter-
fere unnecessarily. The bench,
also comprising Justice Surya
Kant, on Wednesday took note
of the submissions of G Umap-
athy, the counsel appearing for
Andhra Pradesh, that the state
wanted adjudication of the case
by the apex court bench instead
of going for the mediation.
Then let the matter be listed
before another bench. We are
not forcing you, if you don't

want mediation. Place it before
another bench, the CJI ordered.

"They don't want media-
tion, and I don't want to hear
the matter," CJI Ramana said
during the brief hearing.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the Cen-
tre, said the government has
no objection if the CJI-led
bench heard the plea of Andhra
Pradesh.

1 do not have any objection,
neither does the Government.
We have full faith, the law offi-
cer said. AGENCIES
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Bengal floods: PM dials Mamata, assures her of all help

OUR CORRESPONDENT

made and the DVC is respon-
sible for it. She also told the
PM that the DVC had released
water in an unplanned manner
worsening the situation in the
state,” the official said.

The DVC has released 5.43
lakh cusecs of water from July
31 till Tuesday evening, an offi-
cial of the corporation said.

The Chief Minister, who
was visiting flood-hit Udayna-
rayanpur in Howrah district,
was learned to have told the
Prime Minister that her admin-

The Centre has
announced an ex-
gratia of Rs 2 lakh
each from PMNRF to
the next of kin of those
who lost their lives due
to flooding in parts of
Bengal. The injured
people would get a
compensation of Rs

KOLKATA: Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
on Wednesday complained
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi that the Damodar Valley
Corporation (DVC) allegedly
released water from its dams
in an unplanned manner, thus
causing a “man-made” flood
situation in the state, a senior
state government official said.
The Prime Minister tele-
phoned Banerjee to take

l} | lE

stock of the flood situation in 50,000 each istration will send a report to
West Bengal, and assured the the PMO on the flood situa-
Chief Minister of all Central PM Modi enquired whether tion and damages caused by

assistance to mitigate it, the
bureaucrat said.
“During the conversation,

it has been raining heavily in
West Bengal. The CM told him
that the situation has been man-

the deluge after completing the
survey, the official said.
Confinued on P8

Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee interacts with the locals during
her visit to Amta, in Howrah, on Wednesday MPOST
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Bengal floods:
PM dials Mamata

Later, a tweet issued by the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO) said that Modi
assured Banerjee of all possible support
from the Centre to help mitigate the
situation.

“PM @narendramodi spoke to WB
CM @MamataOfficial on the flood situ-
ation caused by water discharge from
dams in parts of the state. PM assured all
possible support from the Centre to help
mitigate the situation. PM Modi prays
for the safety and wellbeing of those in
affected areas,” the PMO tweeted.

With major parts of more than 60
blocks in South Bengal districts getting
inundated, at least 1.17 lakh people were
evacuated so far from the affected areas
where the death toll has reached 23 apart
from massive damages caused to crops,
fisheries, houses, roads, bridges and
power supply lines in Howrah, Hooghly,
East and West Burdwan, Birbhum and
West Midnapore. Around four lakh
hectare of agricultural land went under-
water. This comes when the sowing of
seeds for paddy cultivation was complete
in 60 percent of the agricultural fields in
the affected areas.

Banerjee, who was scheduled to con-
duct an aerial survey of the flood-hit
areas in Howrah and Hooghly districts,
was forced to suspend the programme
due to bad weather conditions, the offi-
cial said.

Instead, she took the road to Amta
in Howrah and standing in knee-deep
water, Banerjee spoke to the affected
people there, assuring them of all help

by the state government.

“You will receive all help from the
state government. Our ministers are on
the ground looking after relief and res-
cue operations. I will personally visit all
the affected areas soon.

“I have told the PM today that the
DVC is responsible for the floods in
Bengal. The DVC is not conducting
dredging of its dams which is causing an
overflow following the release of water,
leading to floods. The DVC should stop
such arbitrary release of water,” Baner-
jee said while addressing the affected
people.

The DVC had earlier said that the
storage facilities at Panchet and Maithon
dams have reached their capacities due
to heavy inflow of water from upstream
Jharkhand, and discharge under such
circumstances was “unavoidable”.

A DVC official said that water dis-
charge is regulated by Damodar Val-
ley Reservoir Regulation Committee,
which has a representative from the state
government.
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W 1,225 villages still marooned, Army deployed for rescue

MP tloods situation gr]m 11 killed

RABINDRA NATH
CHOUDHURY

BHOPAL, AUG. 4

The flood situation in
Gwalior-Chambal region
of Madhya Pradesh,

caused by torrential rains
in the last one week, con-
tinued to remain grim on
Wednesday with the del-
uge Killing 11 people and
leaving thousands of peo-
ple trapped in marooned
villages so far.

State revenue minister
Govind Singh Rajput told
reporters here that deaths
of 11 people in different
rain-related incidents have
been reported in the flood-
affected areas in the state

Flood-hit people being rescued from a low-lying locality
near the Seep River in Sheopur, Madhya Pradesh, on

Wednesday.

so far. However, details of
the reports were still
awaited, he said.

The flood situation in

- PTI

seven districts in Gwalior-
Chambal region worsened
further on Wednesday
with the flooded Sindh

river marooning hundreds
of villages and washmg
away roads and bridges in
the area,

Official reports said 1,225
villages have remained
marooned in the region
and efforts were on to res-
cue people stranded in
these villages.

“Army has been deployed
in rescue and relief opera-
tions in the region.
Besides, NDRF and SDRF
teams are engaged in res-
cue operations. Indian Air
Force helicopters have also
been evacuating people
stranded in the marooned
villages”, chief minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
told reporters.
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