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Constitutional validity of Dam
Safety Act challenged in HC

Legislation blatantly usurps States’ power, says DMK MP

MOHAMED IMRANULLAH S.
CHENNAI

Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
gam (DMK) Lok Sabha mem-
ber S. Ramalingam, repre-
senting Mayiladuthurai
constituency in Tamil Nadu,
has moved the Madras High
Court challenging the consti-
tutional validity of the Dam
Safety Act, 2021 on the
grounds that it goes against
federalism and is beyond the
legislative competence of
the Centre.

Acting Chief Justice Mun-
ishwar Nath Bhandari and
Justice P.D. Audikesavalu on
Tuesday accepted a request

made by senior counsel P.
Wilson for an early hearing
of the case and directed the
Registry to list the matter for
January 10.

Counsel said he would, by
then, serve papers on Addi-
tional Solicitor General R.
Sankaranarayanan.

In an affidavit filed in sup-
port of his petition, the
Member of Parliament
wrote: “The impugned (un-
der challenge) Act is a legis-
lation passed by the Union
through brute majority to
blatantly usurp the States’
power in broad day light
when legislators like myself

were helpless to prevent the
violence done to the
Constitution.”

Vague definitions

Mr. Ramalingam contended
that certain terms, including
the word ‘dam’ in the Act,
had been deliberately de-
fined vaguely to give unbri-
dled power to the Centre to
treat any dam as a ‘specified
dam’.

Mr. Ramalingam feared
that if the definitions were
accepted, almost all the
dams in the country would
fall under the purview of the
Act.
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As Polavaram

project costs
jump, Andhra CM
seeks PM’s help

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, JANUARY 4

THE ESTIMATED cost of the
Polavaram multipurpose irriga-
tion projectin AndhraPradesh has
jumped to Rs 55,657 crore at
2017-18 rates, according to Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy’s
request to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for approval.

The project’s estimated costas
per 2013-14 prices was approxi-
mately Rs 20,400 crore. The re-
vised estimate includes a drink-
ing water supply componentof Rs
4,000 crore. “The revised esti-
mates include increasing capaci-
ties of the right and left main
canals, Rehabilitation &
Resettlement(R&R), land acquisi-
tion, and drinking water supply
pipelines,” Minister for Water
Resources P Anil Kumar said.

Reddy also requested PM
Modi for the release of pending
payments of Rs 2,100 crore al-
ready incurred by the state to-
wards the Polavaram project.

The Rs 55,657-crore estima-
tion was mentioned in a revised
Detailed Project Report-2, pre-
pared by the state’s Water
Resources Department. In
August last year, Union Minister
for Jal Shakti, Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat said his ministry had
accepted the earlier revised cost
estimate of Rs 47,726 crore, al-
though the Ministry of Finance is
yetto acceptit.

The Chief Minister met Prime
Minister Modi in New Delhi on
Monday evening.
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