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Storage drops below 60% of capacity

ALARMING DIP. Reservoir levels down for 13" week in a row; water level in the southern region declines to 40%

-
Subramani Ra Mancombu

Chennai

The storage level in the 150
major Indian reservoirs de-
clined for the 13th week 0
below 60) per cent of the capa-
city with the situation in
South  India  tuming
precarious,

Data from the Central Wa-
ter Commission (CWC)
weekly bulletin showed that
the level in the southern re-
gion dropped to 40 per cent
or 21.129hillion cubic metres
(BCM) of the 53334 BCM
capacity.

Overall, the 150 reservoirs
level was 105.273 BCM or 59
per cent of the 178.784 BCM
capacity. This is 22 percent-
age points lower than last
vear and 35 percentage
points lower than the last 10
viears' average.

Of the major reservoirs, 33
(32lastweek) have a level be-

low 40 per cent of capacity
with the southern region ac-
counting for 18 and the cent-
ral region 8., Ten States have
storage lower than normal,
with the situation turning a
little dicey in Punjab, where
the level is 38 per cent below
normal thisweek (29 per cent
below normal last week).

The storage level contin-
ued to be grim despite the
country receiving 60 per cent
excess rainfall in December.
Some of the reservoirs are
reaping the benefits of the
rainfall with the levels in
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka
improving to 23 per cent (26
per cent) and 36 per cent (38
per cent) below normal,
respectively,

NO RESERVOIR FULL

Overall, 50 per cent of 21 of
the 42 reservoirs in the
southern region had storage
of less than 50 per cent of the
capacity. Last week, the level

in 22 reserveirs was lower
than 50 per cent. Of the 10
reservoirs in the northern re-
gion, the level dropped to 57
per cent (59 per cent) of the
19.663 BCM at 11,150 BCM.
While the storage in one was
below 40 per cent, no reser-
voirwas filled ;o capacity.
Inthe eastern region, three
of the 23 reservoirs were

States with below
normal storage |,
Stts  Degaturefrom

mmal
Punjab -38
Magaland 13
Bihar 19

Maharashira -10
Uttar Pradesh '25.

Chattisgarh -18
Andhra 53
Karnataka -3
Kerala 3
Tamil Nadu -3

Souroe: Gentral Waber Commission

filled to capacity with the
level being 69 per cent (70 per
cent) of the 20.430 BCM ca-
pacity at 14.127 BCM. This
was higher than 65 per cent of
the capacitya year ago as also
the last 10 years' average.
However, three reservoirs
had storage below 40 per
cent,

Tn the western region, the

storage dropped to 71 per
cent (72 per cent) of the
37130 BCM  capacity at
26,337 BCM. One reservoir
was filled to capacity, while
three had storage below 40
percent.

SOURCE OF WORRY
Of the 26 reservoirs in the
central region, the level was
32.530 BCM of 67 per cent
(69 per cent) of the 48.227
BCM capacity. No reservoir
in the region had water level
above 81 per cent, while in
four the storage was less than
50 per cent.

Thecurrent storage level is
a source of worry for rabi
crops, especially in the South,
In the North, irigation
canals will help provide water
for key crops such as wheat
and coarse cereals, However,
the availability of water in the
southern regions for paddy
and pulses will likely become
aproblem,
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Demand for
KRMB HQ at
Kurnool, Vij

TS for relocating Board to a place convenient
for all stakeholders within Krishna river basin

D CHANDRA BHASKAR RAO
HYDERABAD

The chorus is growing
louder for the relocation of
the Krishna River Manage-
ment Board (KRMB) either
to Vijayawada or Kurnool.
Not many are in favour of
moving the Board head-
quarters to Visakhapatnam
as proposed by the govern-
ment of Andhra Pradesh.

The board has in all 56
employees from both tech-
nical and non-technical
wings and a majority of
them are from Andhra
Pradesh. They have already
made their options clear by
insisting on the relocation of
the headquarters to any
other place of the govern-
ment’s choice within the Kr-
ishna river basin. Shifting
the  headquarters to
Visakhapatnam would be
ill-advised as it would
amount to venturing to
manage the water-sharing
issues the board has been
tasked with, in absentia, said
sources.

Now that AP is at logger-
heads with Telangana stak-
ing claim for more say in the

operation of the joint proj-
ects on the Krishna river, it
would insist on the immedi-
ate relocation of the KRMB
headquarters. It would be
more so in the backdrop of
the November 29 face-off
between police forces of the
two States at the Nagarjuna
Sagar dam site.

As the KRMB is gearing
up to take over the opera-
tional control of the joint
projects, including the Sri-
sailam and Nagarjuna Sagar
dams from the two riparian
States, it would be a tough
task for it to manage the op-
erations from a distance.
Visakhapatnam is away
from the Krishna river
basin.

The only justification for
relocating the Board to
Visakhapatnam is that it
would facilitate coordina-
tion between the KRMB and
the Department of Water
Resources of AP to be lo-
cated in Visakhapatnam.
The top brass of the Board
may prefer Visakhapatnam
as the Board Chairman
holds the charge of the
Polavaram project as well.
However, the rest of the

staff would not have any op-
tion but to fly to Hyderabad
to reach the projects every
time there is an emergency.
They have to adopt the
same mode for frequenting
the project, which would be
mandatory during mon-
soon. But the support staff
would not be eligible for the
expensive air travel.

Besides this, the Board,
which has been insisting on
the allotment of office space
of some 17,000 sft, is yet to
be given the final confirma-
tion on this count. Besides
representatives of the peas-
ant bodies from the Ray-
alaseema region in AP, the
government of Telangana
has also requested the AP
government to relocate the
board to a place convenient
for all stakeholders well
within the river basin.

The shifting of the KRMB
headquarters may take a lit-
tle more time as the AP High
Court gave a written direc-
tion to the State government
not to relocate the govern-
ment offices to Visakhapat-
nam until all petitions filed
challenging the relocation
were disposed of.
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Empoweringwomen throughwater conservation

ABHUIT DEB
BARMER, 4 JANUARY

In the heart of Rajasthan’s
unforgiving desert, wherethe
scorching sun and parched
lands were once the norm, a
transformational tide has
swept through the lives ofits
inhabitants, especially its
resilient women.

Barmer and Jaisalmer,
known for their arid land-
scapesand tales ofhardship,
once witnessed women endur-
ing grueling journeys of 4 to
Skmunder the relentlesssun
just to secure drinking water.
It was adaily sagaofresilience
and struggle etched into the
folklore ofthese lands, where
women balanced matkas

A,
e L -

{water pots) on their heads,
weaving through oppressive
heat during summer days.
Amidst this adversity, a
beacon of change emerged
with the inception of awater
conservation initiative under
various programmes like
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guaran-
teeAct (MGNREGA) and Prime
Minister Awas Yojana. Thisini-
tiative somewhat alleviated

thewater crisishaunting these
districts. The traditional ‘takas’
ortanks, with a capacity of 30
thousand litres each, were
constructed across villages,
heralding hope in these
parched lands. Arun Purohit,
the Collector of Barmer dis-
trict, reflected on the severi-
ty of the crisis, stating, "Vil-
lagers used to handlemilkand
ghee generously but were
miserlywith water dueto its
scarcityin the desert areas.”

The IndiraGandhi Nahar
Projectand Narmada project
were also being implement-
ed, spanning the desert ex-
panse, covering over 2765
villages. These endeavors
were lifelines, providing a
sustained flowofwaterwhere

itwas once ararity. Theimpact
ofthese "Takas' (tanks) among
the villages, especiallyforthe
women who bore the brunt
ofthe watercrisisis giving them
some relief.

Dami Devi from Kurla vil-
lage inBarmer expressed her
relief: "These 'takas’ have
become saviours for women
in the villages. We no longer
endure exhausting treks for
water in the scorching heat.
With stored water available at
anytime, our liveshave trans-
formed somewhat.”

The narrative has shifted
from tales of struggle to one
of empowerment and relief,
though there are miles to go
to quench thethirstfordevel-
opment.
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