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Jagan approves water g

Deccan Chronicle 05-July-2021

id plan

to drought-hit Chittoor, Kadapa

DC CORRESPONDENT
TIRUPATI, JULY 4

Chief Minister Y.
Jagan Mohan Reddy has
approved a comprehen-
sive water grid project to
ensure assured water
suppw to perennially
drought-hit Chittoor and
Kadapa districts,
announced panchavat raj
minister Peddireddy
Ramachandra Reddy.
Speaking after laying
the foundation stone for
Galeru-Nagari and
Handri Neeva Sujala
Sravanthi canals, he
asserted that the inter-
linked water grid project
will stabilise water sup-
ply in the two districts
and irrigate nearly two
lakh acres.
Peddireddy said the
roject will be estab-
ished at a cost of ¥4.373
crore near  Molak-
alavaripalli village in
Tamballapalli assembly
constituency. It will meet
both irrigation and
drinking water needs of
the drought-hit areas.
“Our CM has already
given consent to divert
waters from Gandikota
reservoir in Kadapa dis-
trict to various parts of
Chittoor district. Under
the project, the district
will get assured 20 TMC
of water for nearly 120
days in a year.” he stated.

Case filed

against AP for

taking up prQ]ectS illegally

DC CORRESPONDENT
KURNOOL, JULY 4

A petition has been filed
before National Green
Tribunal, south zone, in
Chennai restraining
Andhra Pradesh from
taking up lift irrigation
projects and balancing
reservoirs on Galeru-
Nagari and Handri-
Neeva near Mudivedu,
Nethikunta Palli and
Avulapalli villages in
Chittoor district.

The petition was filed
by Gutha Gunasekhar, a

resident of
Nagillavaripalle in
Somala mandal, and
Gunturi Chandrababu

belonging to Avulapalle
village, Somala mandal.
Alleging that Andhra
Pradesh had been consis-
tently misleading the tri-
bunal on environmental
clearances, the petition-
ers brought to the notice
that Rayalaseema lift
irrigation scheme had no
environmental  clear-
ance.

The petitioners con-
tended that the new
reservoirs and lift irriga-

tion projects proposed in
2021 were totally depend-
éent on water from the
Srisailam reservoir and
without obtaining
mandatory approvals
from Krishna River
Management Board
(KRMB), and the Central
Water Commission
under the Union min-
istry of Jal Sakti. The
i)rojects were "complete-
y new" and they were
not assessed and
approved by the Union
ministry of environment
and appraisal agencies
such as KRMB, they said.
The state government
issued GO RT No 444
dated 26-8-2020 for inves-
tigation and construc-
tion of schemes to lift
water from Galeru
Nagari Sujala Sravanti
(GNSS) and Handri
Neeva Sujala Sravanti
(HNSS) at a cost of 5,036
crores. The state further
issued a GO RT No 461
dated 2-9-2020 for the for-
mation of the above
three balancing
reservoirs in Chittoor
district.

The irrigation authori-

ties of AP finalised the
tenders in February-
March 2021 for formation
of balancing reservoirs
near Mudivedu village in
Kurabalakota mandal,
and Nethikunta Pallivil-
lage in Punganur man-
dal and another one at
Avulapalli village in
Somalia mandal of
Chittoor district at a cost
of T 2,144.50 crores.

The petitioners con-
tended that the project
proponent started works
of the project without
obtaining mandatory
clearances. The contrac-
tors had damaged the
existing bunds of
Seetamma Lake near
Avulapalli ignoring the
existing paddy crops.
They also damaged the
500-yvear-old Seetamma
temple they alleged.

The petitioners
expressed fear that the
Avulapalli balancing
reservoir would com-
‘)letely submerge Pedda

Devulakupppa, Chinna
Devulakuppam,
Baireddipalle, and

RamaKrishnapuram vil-
lages.
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E Big Armauncement

12 checkdams for Sircilla: KCR

CM sanctions Rs 50 crore for developing canals to supply water from Upper Manair and restore old ayacut

STATE BUREAU
SIRCHIA

The erstwhile Karimnagar
district has become & hub of
live streams, receiving
water from Manair River,
SRSP Flood Canal, Kakatiya
Canal and Godavari River,
thanks to the measures
taken by the State govern-
ment, ssid Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao here
on Sunday. He was address-
Ing the local body repressn-
tatives after inaugurating
the Integrated District Col-
Iectome Complex in Sir-

A request for construc-
tion of 12 checkdams in Ra-
jamna Sircilla district was
also approved and officials
were asked to send neces-
sary proposals for imple-
mentation, He also sanc-
tioned Rs 50 crore for
deve canals to supply

om Upper Manair
nnd resmuold ayacut,

MinlmKTRm Rao, S
Niranjan Reddy, Vemula
Prashanth Reddy, Puvvada
Ajay Kumar, T
State Planning Board vice-
chairman B Vinod Kumar,
Chief Secretary Somesh
Kumar and others were

present.

The Chief Minister said
the State has witnessed mir-
aclesin agriculture sector in
the last six years, and farm-
ers who migrated to other
Eam of the country for

velihood are now return-
ing to their hometowns,
a:,Vitl: completion of sev-

ona scale and could

of andy to Food Corpora-
tion of India (FCI) last year.
“The State government spent
over Rs 4,000 crore for
sheep disn-ibution and will
e diag s e
crore 3800 e
to be launched shortly.

Chief Mimister K Chorsdrashekar Roo orsd ochers iuring fies visét
to Sircilla on Sunday,

“Due to Mission Kakatiya,
we revived the chain of
tanks in the State which
were otherwise neglected
during the Andhra regime.
As a result, groundwater
level has also increased ssgs
nificantly. The tank bun
have been strengthened
under Mission Kakatiya and

not many breaching of
bunds were witnessed de-
spite the State receiving an
excess rainfall of about 135
per cent,” he said.

Rao said

Chandrashekhar
the State had started re-
building itself with Mission
Kakatlya and went all the
way to construct the Kalesh-

Mimister KT Ramur Rav expéarreing the Jeutteres of the newly
inmmgurated muarket commrittee to the Cli) Minister.

waram  Lift  Irrigation
Scheme.

Though many people ex-
pressed doubts and others
lgn:h against it for
political mileage, the gov-
ernment  completed the
dm irrigation projects,
the State govern-

ment was ready to pay bilis

to the tune of Rs 10,000
cr%n for llhmgb the wnelr
and irrigating the agricul
tural lands across the State,
“Only a couple of projects
gareddy and Seetha Rama
Fﬁm are pending which
be compl soon,”
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‘KLIS will end water
woes in Karimnagar’

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rz:’o insisted that
every acre and every village
in the erstwhile Kmnnagar
district, must receive irriga-
tion water from River Go-
davari. After the construc-
tion of the Kaleswaram Lift
Irrigation Scheme, he said
Rajanna Sircilla district has
become the hub of water re-
sources in the State and said
rats iilnpes sl v
remote vi endi

water scarcity permanently
in erstwhile Karimnagar
district.

Reviewing the progress of
irrigation projects in erst-
whﬁ: Kuﬁn.nagm‘ district
after participating in several
programmes in Rajanna Sir-
cilla district on Sunday, the
Chief Minister said that the

waram project which
was constructed on
Pranahitha River to divert
Godavari River water to the

farm lands of T 4,
was yieldi goodmln

the wake of increased water
availability from  the
Pranahitha project and also
upper catchment areas of
Sripada Yellamapally proj-
ect, he emphasised the need
for optimum utilisation of
Godavari River water,

“The importance of
Kaleshwaram project will
be mnl{h when there
isa in the State. We
ensured that sufficient
water is available through
the project irrespective of
the drought conditions and
the optimum utility of avail-
able water will be based on
intellect,” he said. At a time
when all the reservoirs were
filled to the brim through
lifts, there should not be any
scope for lack of irrigation
water in the Godavari catch-
ment areas of
Karimnagar, Warangal, Adi-
labad and Khammam dis-
tricts, Measures should be
taken to ensure that Go-

v 2

CONSTRUCTED O

DRANAM HA RIVER
DD 3!
DDAVARI R EN

davari River water reaches
the tail-end areas of Karim-
nagar, Jagitial, Peddapalli
and Rajanna Sircilla dis-
tricts,

Towards this, minor lifts
should be set up and prior to
commencement of mon-
soon, the river water should
be lifted to high altitude
places. The water should be
supplied to farm lands from
upland areas using gravi
method (on the llrtlles ofdhfirils
sion Bhaigmha). esaid. He
wanted the officials to make
arrangements to fill all the
tanks and other water bod-
ies which were developed
under Mission Kakatiya,
with Godavari water, “I

have brought water after lot
of struggle. It is now your
respo to make their

optimum utilisation,” he di-
rected elected representa-
tives and engineers.
Chandras Raosug-
gested that all the legislators
and higher officials to con-
vene a meeting with the offi-
cials of erstwhile Karimna-
district after July 10 to
iscuss and decide the plans
for supply of available water
to the tail end areas. He
asked Minister KT Rama
Rao and other MLAs along
with the Irrigation officials

to prepare proposals and
ensure water to every acre
in every village in erstwhile
Karimnagar district by tak-
ing into consideration of all
technical aspects like con-
tour levels and MMDL.

The Chief Minister
stressed on the need to re-
tain the past glory of Upper
Manair project which is a
boon for erstwhile Karimna-
gar district. “The local
elected  representatives
must take up the responsi-
bility and ensure that farm-
ers commence farm opera-
tions Rohini Karthe
itself,” he added.

When abundant water
was being made available
even to the tail end areas
under Kaleshwaram
the Chief Minister found it
strange that water was un-
available in certain parts of
Balkonda, Korutla, Vemu-
lawada, Sircilla, Jagitial,
Choppadandi, Dharmapuri,

mnagar, Manakondur,
Ramagundam, Peddapalli
and Manthani constituen-
cies. He asked the officialsto
take stepn:a&nnds submit :ﬂe—
ports on water avail-
able el\;en in hl;gil:' a!tttul itude
areas su rriga-
tion wa¥er wpi]t)h lag labour
and expenditure.

Chandrashekhar Rao re-
sponded positively to the re-

t of MLA Rasamayi Bal-

ishan to irrigate 10,000
acres in Manakondur con-
stituency and asked the offi-
cials to send proposals. He
also assured to visit Anan-
thagiri in Tllanthakunta
mandal of Manakondur con-
stituency soon. The officials
were instructed to release
water from Nizam Sagar

project as per the requests
of farmers.

Ministers KT Rama Rao,
V Prashanth Reddy, Telan-
gana State Planning Board
vice-chairman B Vinod
Kumar, MI.(}:;;h deas;
Laxman Rao, Bhanuprasad,

ttham Reddy, and of-
ficials were present,
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Contentions raised by AP on power generation baseless: Telangana

STATE BUREAU
Hreeraane

The State government has
made it clear to Krighna
River Management Board
(KRMB) that the con-
tentions raised by Andhra
Pradesh (AP) on power gen-
eration by Telangana from
Srisailam reservoir were
frivolous and baseless. In a
letter to the KRMB Chair-
man, the In'ig:ﬁon Depart-
ment  Engineer-in-Chief
(General) C Muralidhar said
the contention of AP that the
power generation by Telan-
gana at Srisailam project
would affect the former's
drinking and irrigation re-
quirements were far from
reality, misleading and with-
out any justification.

He said Telangana would
utilise its share of waters at
its discretion and exigencies,
:léd the AP c;xlmt have a;y

jection in this regard. He
said Section<(1) of Twelfth
Schedule of AP Re-organisa-
tion Act (APRA)-2014 states

[ v a
loar 1. ewmt ra

Molice persansed st e cutside the Navarjunae Sagar am

that all units of APGenco
should be divided based on
the geographical location of
the power plant. The APRA-
20 did not ify the
sharing of power in the ratio
of 50:50, The understanding
made earlier is licable
only for that year.
The power generation
being made by T is
in consonance wi
sanctioned report of Sri-

sailam Hydro Electric Proj-
ect (HEP) by Plann|

mission and Krishna
Dispute Tribunal- I(KWD’!‘
T) award and to maintain the
carryover storage in Nagar-
junasagar,

Muralidhar said that the
contentions raised by AP
were totally incorrect and
untenabdle, Bringing facts to
the notice of KRMB, he said
the Srissilam project was

originally conceived as HEP
in 1959 and ved

Plannin Comnua”rs.;lm z
1963. It did not envisage any
diversion of water from the
reservoir except for power
releases, The KWDT- also
considered it as HEP and
held that the minimum an-
nual release from Srisailam
would be “to meet the re-

quirements of N
& Project (NS and Kr-

ishna Delta canals.®
In view of meeting the re-
Irements of Krishna delta
the water diverted
from the Godavari River, the
flows required from Sri-
sailam reservoir to meet the
requirement of NSP are 265
TMC after excluding seif-
generation of 15 TMC in be-
tween Srisailam and Nagar-

Godavari River, the 265
TMC has to be reduced by
that extent and share of AP
in water from N -
nasagar project had to bere-
duced accordingly.
According to Muralidhar,
the Planning Commission's
clearance to Srisailam HEP
in 1963, was based on
CW&PC estimation that
about 265 TMC of water
shall be released from Sri-
sailam HEP to NSP for its
needs. Even if Godnvag::‘
version directly to NSP
Tchampally or Alabaka takes

place, about 180 TMC mini-
mum releases shall be made
from Srisailam HEP to NSP,
The AP did not maintain
Srisailam reservoir level
above +834 ft during any of
years from 199091 to
2019 20 in April-May, he
pointed out. The AP now
vmnsto maintzin +854 ft to
enable to divert Krishna
water to outside basin. It is
relevant to note that erst-
while AP issued a govern-
ment memo in 2013 to draw
water upto +760 ft for irriga
tion purposes of l{rishm
gz’ha by operating river

Post diversion of Go-
davari water to Krishna
Delta System and NSP, the
AP does not want water
from Srisailam for NSP but
wants to divert this water to
outside basin from Srisaitam
against KWDT-Tallocations.
The requirements of NSP
for both States will suffer,
particularly Telangana.

The arrangements made
in June 2015, in three-mem-

rnel meet
Sth, 7th, 8th and 12th boar
meetings for sharing of
power generated at Sri-
sallam in 50:50 ratio are
purely on ad-hoc basis and
applicable to that year, and
without prejudice to the
claims of States before any
fora. The release orders is-
sued by KRMB are scr:g:
lousty followed
gang The releases
generation are bedng made
to meet the irements of
NSP in terms of KWDT-Tal-
locations,
hJ’t iskto note t{m m
taken elugu
Project, p Nagari Su-
jala  Sravanthi,
Neeva Sujala Sravanthi and
Veligonda basad on surplus
waters of Krishna for serv-
ing outside the basin.

The DPRs for the above
projects envisage drawal of
water from Srisailam reser-
voir at +380 ft and above.
The AP did not plead for al-
location of dependable wa-
ters to above projects before

KWDT-1T u/s 89 proceed-
ings, In fact, Telangana
;sl:ded for allocation out of
dependable flows for
"El:m uken up by
AP out of surplus

water in Telangana. Adjudi-
cation process is under way,

The AP cannot divert de-
pendable waters from Sri-
sailam in lieu of reduction in
irements under Krishna

& System and NSP, Fur-
ther, the then three riparian

States made an egreement in

April 1976 and Octoder 1977
for sparing 15 TMC of Kr-
ishna water to Chennai

water supply
lined chann: ”‘ :lyduchargt

notmotednnlSOOcusecsto
be drawn during July-Octo-
ber, The DPR of SRBC indi-
cates that Srisailam Right
Main Canal shall be

slgnedfawamtobe
drawn at +854 ft. It also indi-
cates that the SRBC would

draw water during floods.
The AP diverted t 170
mcamm&zomm
TMC during 2020
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No water, Nuh villagers say forced to migrate

SUMEDHA SHARMA

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

GURUGRAM, JULY 4

With water table dipping
below 1200 ft in Nangal
Bilonda block areas in Nuh,
residents of nearly 12 vil-
lages say they will be forced
to migrate if the issue is not
resolved soon.

Tubewells in these villages
have gone dry. Residents are
forced to buy water for Rs
1,200 per tanker to meet their
daily needs, with farmers hav-
ing no option to irrigate fields.

The worst-hit villages are

7. LEFT HIGH AND DRY
S

- ®mWatertable in Nangal Bilon-
- dablock in Nuh has dipped
below 1,200 ft

~ B Tubewells in 12villages have
gonedrywith locals buying
water for 1,200 per tanker

Pathkhori Nangal, Bilonda
and Bhund. Most of the

households are into farming.
They have appealed to the
Irrigation Department to pro-

vide relief. Ali Jan, a local,
said, “Our area is in ‘black
zone'. We have been demand-
ing a water channel for
decades, but to no avail. My

borewell was 1,100-ft deep,
but even that has gone dry.”

Bilonda sarpanch Moham-
mad Imran said, “There areno
imigation channelsinthe area.
With no access to groundwa-
ter, we will be forced to aban-
don the villages.”

Mohan Singh, BDPO, said
the administration had
called emergency meetings
and was undertaking steps
like digging ponds and wells.

Nuh MLA Aftab Ahmed
said, “Farmers are struggling
for water. The issue should
be taken on a priority.”
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After a good spell of rains in the first two and half weeks of June,

Millennium Post 05-July-2021

‘Monsoon show signs of heavy
rain; likely to revive from July 8’

the Southwest Monsoon has not advanced further since June 19

NEW DELHI: After o break,
the Southwest Momsoon s
again set to enter an active
phase, M Rajeevan, Secretary of
Minkstry of Earth Sclences sald
on Sunday, noting that forecast
models show signs of increas
I rain activity from July 8
He said that models indi
cate the formation of & weather
system in the Bay of Bengal.
Momswoon  Update: @
moesgol models show signs
of vrevival: increasing rains in
South, west coust & Faat Cen
el Lokl from § Jul
Models also make an
early indication of formation
of o weather system over Bolt
by 12th & subsequent active
maonsoon phase,” Rajecvan,
who has been rescarching the
Southwest Monsoon for more
than three decades, tweeted
After a good spell of rains in
the first two and balf weeks of
June, the Southwest Motsoon
has not advanced further since

Dork clouds hover in the shy during the

June 19,

Delhi, Haryana, parts of
west Uttar Pradesh, Punjab,
west Ralasthan are yet to see
the arrival of the moasoon,

Aast

seoren in G

d Mo

In its forecast for the July,
India Meteorodogical Depart-
ment sald the country as o
whole will witness good rain
fall this month

However, parts of north
India, some parts of south pen
Insula, central, east and north
eant Inchia could witness rainfall
in the category of normal to

below normal,

It added that the conditions
are not favourable for the mon
soon's progress tll July 7 due o
the lx[ of & weather system

The northern limit of
southwest monsoon (NLM)
Is currently passing through
Aligarh, Meerut, Ambala and
Ameitsar, the IMD sabd,

“Prevalling  meteorolog
el conditions, large scale
atmospheric  features  and
the forecast wind pattern by
dymamical models suggest
that no favourable conditions
are likely 1o develop for fur
ther advance of southwest
monsoon  into  remaining
parts of Rajasthan, west
Uttar Prudesh, Haryana, Chan
digarh and Delhi and Punjab
during next 4.5 days,” the IMD
said

Hence, subdoed rainfall
activity is very likely 1o con
tinue to prevail over the north
west, central and western parts
of peninsular India during the
rext 4.5 dayw, it added
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TS HAS RIGHT TO
GENERATE POWER

Engineer-in-Chief writes to KRMB nailing lies of AP

HANS NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD

CONTINUING its counter-
attack against the demand of
Andhra Pradesh that Telan-
gana should stop hydel gen-
eration, the TS government
shot off a letter to the Kr-
ishna River Management
Board on Sunday claiming
thatithad every right togen-
erate hydel power. It said
there was no truth in the
claims of Andhra Pradesh
that it would adversely affect
the interests of AP.

The letter written by the
Telangana Engineer - in -
Chief (Irrigation) C Muralid-
haran said that the hydel
power generation was in
consonance with the report
sanctioned by the Planning
Commission and KWDT -1
(Bachawat Tribunal) and to
maintain the carry over stor-

age at Nagarjuna Sagar. “The
objections raised by AP on
power generation by Telan-
gana from Srisailam reser-
voir are frivolous and base-
less,” he noted in the letter.

He said Section -1 of the
12th Schedule of AP Reor-
ganisation Act -2014 stated
that all units of APGenco
shall be divided based on the
geographical location of the
power plant. He also
pointed out that the
arrangement made in June
2015 by the 3-member com-

mittee during the board
meetings for sharing of
power  generated at
Srisialam in 50:50 ratio was
purely ad hoc and was for
that year only.

The letter further said,
“Srisailam project was orig-
inally conceived as hydro-
electric project in 1959 and
approved by the Planning
Commission in 1963. It did
not envisage any diversion
of water from the reservoir
except for power release”,

Continued on Page 7
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T -
HANS INDIA

N R A et g

Deorestation.
impacts rainfall
pattern

HE world has seen the impact of the corona virus pandemic re-

sulting in loss of Tife, trillions of dollars of economic damage, job
losses ete. The virus was transmitted from animals to human and
change in strategyis required for preventing the interaction between
the two, This means ending our destruction of nature and protection
and restoration of wildlife habitats.

The exploitation of nature results in wild animals straying into hu-
man habitats and transmitting virus. Deforestation is one of the key
factors that have cansed other pandemics and will cause them in
future as well. Our leaders need to realize thut we cannot have healthy
economics without healthy ecology and environment.

Creation of coal corridor is planned in Sagarmala’s Mormugao port
development project in Gou. The port presently handles 10 million
metric tons per annum (MMTA) of coal and is being upgraded to 50
MMTA by 2030, Up-gradation of infrastructures for transporting it
to hinterland is the reason for road widening and rail line doubling,

Proposals to widen the width of NH 4A from Belgavi to Panjim and
doubling the rail track through Castle Rock- Kullem-Madgaon are al-
ready approved by both States -~ Karnataka and Goa, The projects
involve the destruction of pristine forests of Western Ghats and
wildlife habitats in Mollem National Park und Mahaveer Wildlife
Sunctuary of Goa and forest aress through Anshi National Park (Kali
Tiger Reserve) of Karnataka Third linear project of 400 KV trans-
mission line for evacuation of power from Kaiga (Karwar) to Goa is
also in the pipeline. Amidst the protests, the widening of the road in
Karnataka is completed, while the work is not yet started in Goa, Rail
projects in both the States are in advance stage of completion in non
forest areas, Even forests have already been cleared for the sub-sta-
tions relating to transmission line projects in Goa, Totally 379 ha
forests in Goa and 220 ha in Karnataka are to be sacrificed for the
three projects. Recently, the Government of Karnataka has ordered
felling of 5,500 trees in forests and a tiger reserve and allowed con-
struction of a rail line. Central Empowered Committee (CEC) of
Supreme Court of India has inspected all three projects of both the
Statesand recommended shelving of the rail line doubling as well as
transmission line projects. They have advised to utilize the corridor
already created forold transmission line for evacuation of power, Na-
tional Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) has not favoured the
projects for the integrity of tiger landscape. Environment Impact As-
sessment for the projects is insisted by both CEC and NTCA.

Karnataka has many more projects proposing to sacrifice Western
Ghats forests, 800 ha forests of Uttara Kannada district are proposed
to be saerificed for a rail project between Hubbali and Ankola; 200 ha
forests of Saravathy valley ion tailed macaque sanctuary are to be
destroved for pump storage hydroelectric project. Of course, the High
Court of Kurnataka has granted stay on these two for the time heing,
but survey on another rail project between Talguppa and Havery via
Sirsi through dense forests is in progress. Many road widening projects
in Western Ghats areasare in the pipeline.

This beads to fragmentation snd degradation of ecologleally sensi-
tive Western Ghats forests The forests wre mothens of rivers. And are
also the catchments for severn] enst Bowing and west flowing rivers
providing a range of ecologieal services, The rooty of the troes et like
wponge and store rain water, 1tix slowly relessed in summer months
making the low of water In steeams, teibutacies and rivens perennlal,
If the forests are lost the flow of water becomes seasonal impacting
the e of millions of people not only In Goa and Karnatuaka but also
e Andhen Preadesh and Telangana.

The forests along the const also perform an important role of brlng-
Ing ralns on hinterlands, Deforestation s linked to declining procip-
Itation,

Two phynicists, named A M Makaclevn and V G Gorshikoy from St
Petersburg Nuclear Physics Institute, Russin ave studied and brought
out n paper tithed *Biotic pump of atmospheric molstsre as driver of
the hydrological eycle on land™, witieh wan publivhed In " Hydrology
wnd Earth System Sclences™ on 27th March 2007 Water from the
Tand Bown in oceans under gravity and the loss of water feom Land
continuously compensated by atmospheric transport of moisture
fromocean 1o land. 'The physielsts have found that aie fluses con trans-
port malsture over non forested areas for few hundrod kilometers;
precipitation decrenses exponentiolly with distance from ocean. In
contrast precipitation over extensive nitural forests is independent
of distance from ocean for several thousand kilometers, This explaing
thie exintence of un active blotle pump transporting atmospherde mols-
ture infand from the ocean.

Due to high leaf area Index, tropical evergroen forests of Western
Ghats maintain high evaporation fuses, which “suck In" molst alr
from the ocean, causing enhanced precipitation st any distanee from
the coastline, The evidences testify that an intense terrestrinl water
cyele bunachievable without extensive forests,

This wiry hydeological eycle deives moss elrenlation of air, and ean
be understood to bedeiven by processes of convection that takes place
over extensive forestr. The “fuel’ for the convection being high rate of
water vapor pumping from closed canopy vegetation, If the forests
wre to dinoppent or fragment, twn modstune would no Jonger be sucked
i, the Tnnd would dey out and tuen into deseet, Hinterbands withow
viist forests from constline nre desertys; wost Asinn countries ore the
examples,

W are fortunate 1o have good quality forests slomg the coast and
wlso In interioes, generally supporting good amonnt of enlnfall in the
country,

Youths of Goa have come on streets 1o protest against sacrificing
forests for the sald projects. Political partion have also blamed vach
other for approval of the projects, ‘The Goa government has conceded
1o protesters and has written to the Center to bring down the import
of the conl. Moreover conl bearing arvas are generally thickly wooded;
Import of coal is better thun extracting our own coal, i we do not
have to destray our carbon alnk.

The country is on green energy trajectory and PM has committed
for mcopneity of 176 Gign Watt solar power projects by 2024 and 450
Gl Watt by 2080, There bn no need of expanding th Infrastructure
for coal powered projects, when Coal Indin and NTPC themselves are
planning for green enengy and ave committing to become carbon new-
teal within next few years,

Thore are oncugh signns e current beat waves in Delhi, Huryane,
und Hafasthan ete in our own country and also In western Canada
und north western United States where there is unprecedented rise
I temperature; we must stop destruction of nature.

(1w cuthor s retieed Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
Chead of forest force) Knrnataka)
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