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Dip in reservoir levels, El Nino forecast fuel winter crop concerns
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HEWDELH

ater levelsin Dndin's.

146 key reservoirs

have dipped 35%
-y 1o GLANT hillion cubic
medres, against atoial siorage
capacity of 78185 bem,
avcondingioihe liest halletin
o the Cemtral Water Comuis-
sion, fuelling worries over
wintererngs fod seeurity anc
indlation,

This commes amicl the possi-
hility of the warm water plae-
nmenon El Nine welghingon
thesouth-west monsaan this
yesir, While the Inelia Mestermn-

Iegical De partment predicis a
ol rncimsoon, prrivate e
castier Sl sees bel - nior-
mial rainfall ai a time when
foodgrain - stocks  have
desclined toa six-year lowas of
L Agrril 1o 332 million Lonnes.

*Falling reservoir levelsare
& concern as |i affects water
supply fordrinking, carthe and
sowing. With levels falling
Uheere will b priogity given o
cattle and drinking and this
can lead todelays in sowing,
Henee the armival afmonsoon
anal e puate raindill s immguar-
tant,” said AMadan Sabnavis,
chiel economist at Bank of
Barada,

A perr the W, the waier

T & -
The mondoan seaan, whch Beging on 1 June, iionicial o Indias
agnicutturs and oneaf 1he malrstays of 95 scolomy it

storage level is only 28% of

CHpRCily al B reservoirs in
Harnataka, Kerala and Tamil
Nadu, among others, They
were 5% in 21 key reservoirs

i

Bl esistem regions.
I the cose of woster, con-

iral and northern reglons,

available vater starage in
g neserinirs as of Thars-

dlay was 5%, #2% and 37T%,
reseperliveldy.

The likelihood of E1 Mifo
comalitlons developing later
thizyearisincreasing, wamned
thee World Metrorological
Organization on Weslnesday,
aahiing the world to prepure for
I, A mapdsswesd by o antiel-
pated rminfall parterns gobally
dhuring El Nino years imScated
st paitsol morth, noetheass,
vrt liwest, s central Ldia
experiencingdry perids dur-
ingthe June-September man-
s e, I shaomes Lirgely
vl monvtha duriing the Octo-
bier to December mortheast
memstamEsEnn in the penin:
sular region.

“Unscasonil rains are not
That hesvy thal cam G g res-
ey as Lhay are sporcie
arvl cembered knsome reghons,
hesides they lost for a day ar
twer, Theer omly vy they can Fill
ugr i il the maonsoon i normal
arncl o thime. Sabsvis sabd

The monseon seasen that
heginson | Jane is crucial b
India’sagriculiure sector and
ang of the mainsays of s
ecoioay. 1t brings about 708G
af Indis s ammmal minfall, Mon-
sooa spars agriculture pro-
e and improves rural
apending Monsoon minsanes
lifeline for absour 0% of the
conniry’s net cultivated area,
which has noirrigation.

The momsaon impacts infla-
tion, jobs and industrial
demand. Good agriculiuml
prciduetion keeps Food infla-
tiom imcheck, while amiple har-
vk s bt roaral inecomes amad
help imject demanc:d into the
coniEny. * Theconeem & not
over kharifsowing rewe have
hern wilnessing monsam
rainkall for the pest Few days
W have seen orvential rain-
fall im Bfasch st ray bwe bene-
ficial for Kharif sowing,”™ siid
Ashok Gulati, an agricultbure
cooamist. “The coneern [ies
aver painfall during Cetaber
amd Hovember before rabi
crops caltivation, which is
dependent onirmgation.”



