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A.P. and Telangana to survey
Polavaram backwater eftect

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The Polavaram Project
Authority (PPA) is taking
up a joint survey on the
backwater effect of the
project in Telangana from
November 8 with the help
of engineers of the Irriga-
tion/Water Resource De-
partments of Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh.

A survey conducted by
an expert committee set

up by the Irrigation De-
partment of Telangana re-
cently has found that stor-
age of water at full
reservoir level of 150
feet/45.72 metres in the
project would result in sub-
mergence of an additional
892 acres in six villages of
four mandals for -eight
months a year and suggest-
ed that the PPA take up the
land acquisition process
with project cost.

A survey that was con-

ducted earlier by the Na-
tional Green Tribunal has
found that the Polavaram
backwater effect would be
up to 18 km upstream in
Kinnerasani river and up to
6 km upstream in Murre-
duvagu. The survey to be
taken up from November 8
is intended to identify the
impact areas of Polavaram
backwater based on the
NGT survey and also on the
suggestion made by the Mi-
nistry of Jal Shakti.
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THE HOOGHLY BANKS
& CHANGING TIMES

The river has played a big role in
evolution of modern urban sites

RAIMA GHOSH

iver Hooghly is an archive of impanial histories, enmeshed in region-

al stories of Ebour, Ivelhood and politics. A muddy, aqueaus bar-

rain upsiream of the Bengal Deita, the Hooghly, was the main chan-
il through which the Gangs Bowed inta the Bay of Bengal untl the 17t
century, afier which the course shitted significantly eastward.

It ks a0 known as Bhagirathi-Hooghly, 2 name ®at is an apt reflec-
fion of this micmeesm of myth and sciance. The first part acknowledges
the myth of King Bhagirath's efforts to bring the Ganga fram heaven.
Thi athar half is a raferance o the reecs called hogia that grow widesy
alonyg this tidal basin,

The river Tomres the easternmosd and primary distibutary of the mighty
Ganga, It once nowrished the medieva ports of Tamralipta (presant-day
Tamiuk) and Satgaon {or Saptagram), and the later colonial setierments
of Bandel, Chandarnagar, Serampare, Rishra and, |ast but not the keast,
Calcutta. Athough mast of ks 260 km (starting from Giria nesr
Murshidabead) spans rural Rarh Bengal. the river has plaved a signifi-
cant roke in the evolution of modam ‘urban’ sites. It has contributed 1o
the grawth af one of the first metropoltan cities in the counlry — pre-
sent-day Kolcia

My Higklwark lcuses on the ‘ghat spaces’ dong fe Hooghiy. To
study haw ghats signify unique river-city relatianships, | pursue a frame-
work of "hydrosocial relations’ based on the woek of Jarmie Linton and
Jessica Budds in 2014, The fwo scholars proposad the ydrosocial cycle
framewark that explores the entangled rature of wakes-society relations.

To caplure the differant forms of everyday engagernent an the edge
of the water, | walked along #e ghats between Barackpore (north of
Kolkata) and Budge Budge (south of Kalkata). | documented the daily
practices of people both during busy and quieter fimes. There are three
aspacts unigue to this edge — the extractive aconcmmy anund rick pro-
duchion using tha river's sift (jn the Batanagar-Budge Budge sireich); com-
merce around the ghats, inchuding sales of rtualistic commodities {at
Sowabazar and Nimtala Ghat), and flowers at As&'s argest whilesale
floweer market (at Mulbck Ghat, Howrah), and different foems of leisure
across the different ghats from norh (o south,

The communities this include brick kin workers, flower selers, priests,
men running the ferry serdce and oaders a1 the wholesaie maket —
mostty a constitvency of working-class men and women from lower
castes and also non-nalive communities.

Ir the course of mny field exercige, two things became evidant o me:
one was the distinct nature of the actve urban edge of the river com-
prising ‘city-makers’. The city-makars, throwgh thair lbour, help in the
everyday running of fe city. Secandey, there was a clear tussle bebween
whether o project ghiats as fronls o the city or a5 ils decaying back-
yard.

Thers has besn 3 shaoy decling in M importanc of me ghats with
the growth of the ciy and tha proffersion of fransport systems beyond
the historical Hooghly waterway. Govermment programmes io revive the
ghats inwalve capital-imensive measuras that threaban o erasa the exist-
ing interactions between the rives e city and the livelihood of peaple
entangksd in it

LUinfartunately. this accompanies the silent erasure of the everyday-
ness that persists today. Through this fiekd esercise, | was convinced
of the nesad to rethink the meer's adges as non-binary fringes bebween
land and water, which acknowledpe the ephemerality of flows and fu-
5 of people and their daily activities. We need (o understand the nuanced
realiies of ghats as essentialy workspaces hang at the Imersections of
cashe, class and pandar 5o, unless we look beyond rivers, 10 the muk-
fiple spaces and scales that they nurure, our plans wauld be mied,
Taulty and caly disrugling landscapes.
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