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T irrigation officials trash
NDSA’s Medigadda report

Koride.Mahesh@timesgroup.com

Hyderabad: A day after the
National Dam Safety Authori-
tyv’'s (NDSA) report on Medi-
gaddabarrage, Telangana irri-
gation officials said many of
the observations and conclu-
sions of NDSA were unsubs-
tantiated or made without

the Jal Shakti ministry on Ju-
ne 6, 2018, after thoroughly ex-
amining all the aspects like
hydrology, cost, irrigation
planning, environmental clea-
rances, etc. The design of the
barrage was extensively studi-
ed by the costing directorate of
CWC with respect to functio-
nalityand cost. The thenchair-

facts.
The irriga-

» Related report P4

man of CWC,
S Masood Hu-

tion officials said the designs
were approved by the Central
Water Commission (CWC) and
agencies concerned and all
manuals and codes were follo-
wed in toto while constructing
thebarrage.

“The Kaleshwaram project
was approved by the technical
advisory committee (TAC) of

sain, visited Kaleshwaram
project and praised the project
in 2018 during its execution,”
special chief secretary (irriga-
tion) Rajat Kumar said in a let-
ter to the Jal Shakti ministry
on Saturday.

The irrigation officials re-
viewed para-wise observa-
tions of NDSA.
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T refutes NDSA Medigadda

‘report, says rules followed

Says Expert
- Panel Did Not
Visit 2 Barrages

Koride Mahesh
Atimesgroup.com

Hyderabad: Defending the
design of the Medigadda bar-
rage, state irrigation officials
on Saturday said all protocols
were followed during const-
ruction. The remarks followed
a report released by the Natio-
nal Dam Safety Authority
(NDSA)on the barrage,

“The comments pertai-
ning to Annaram and Sundilla
barrages are unsubstantiated
as the expert committee did
not even visit the two barra-
ges. We assure you that both
the barrages are included in
the list of specified dams un-
der the Dam Safety Act and ta-
king all the necessary measu-
res to fully comply with the
provisions of the Act,” special
chief secretary (irrigation)
Rajat Kumar said.

Kumar said diversion
structures such as barrages
are subjected to multiplicity
of loading conditions like the
surface flows, sub-surface
flows, uplift pressures, scours
and exit gradients, tail water
level, ete. These challenges in-
dividually and collectively we-
re considered in design pro-
cess for barrage in various
combinations, he explained.

The Bureau of Indian Stan-
dards(BIS)published threeco-
des, specifically meant for va-
rious aspects related to the de-
signof barrages in addition to
guidelines on various related
aspects like cement, concrete,
steel, etc., that were usad in the
construction of barrages.

The Central Board of Irri-
gation and Power manuals we-
re also followed. The Central
Design Organisation of Te-
langana, which is considered
as a premiere institution in
the country, has diligently fol-
lowed the guidelines for all the
projects, more specifically for
Kaleshwaram, Kumaradded.

Senior  officials  urged
NDSA to cooperate with the
state agencies in speedy resto-
ration of the project without
any extranecus considera-
tions.

ii.. i

f=
BJP state chief Kishan Reddy visits Medigadda on Saturday

BARRAGE ENDURED 5 FLOODS,
L&T TO RESTORE ITS BLOCK 7

#L&T to restore block 7 of
Medigadda barrage where
some piers sunk

® Says barrage
constructed as per design
provided by authorities

in 2019

« Barrage has withstood ]
five flood seasons s

The matter is under invastigation and deliberation by

competent authorities. L&T will take appropriate action
to restore the damaged portion as soon as the competent
autharities make a conclusion of remedial measures — L&T
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Contrast in water realisation

T. Ramakrishnan

best illustrated by the contrast in water

realisation this year with that of the
previous year. This year’s southwest monsoon
(June-September) saw Tamil Nadu realising a
mere 10% of what it received during the
corresponding period in 2022. In those four
months last year, the State got around 452
thousand million cubic feet (tmc ft). This year, it
was just 45 tmc ft.

October, the first month of the three-month
northeast monsoon, saw a similar contrast. The
State registered around 12.85 tmc ft last month
as against nearly 121 tmc ft in October 2022. Till
the end of October, the cumulative realisation
was approximately 58 tmc ft. In a normal year,
the State should have realised around 143.4 tmc
ft. As the Cauvery catchments in Karnataka and
Kerala are unlikely to have heavy rainfall in the
coming months, the chances of a relatively
higher realisation appear dim. Only many spells

T he crux of the Cauvery dispute can be

of rain in the intermediate catchments
(downstream of the Krishnaraja Sagar and
Kabini dams in Karnataka and upstream of the
Mettur reservoir) can change the situation.

When it became evident by the end of July
and early August that the Cauvery catchments
in Karnataka and Kerala had been recording
low rainfall, the Cauvery Water Management
Authority (CWMA), assisted by the Cauvery
Water Regulation Committee, began to modify
the water release schedule from mid-August by
stipulating now and then the quantum of water
to be released by Karnataka to Tamil Nadu. It is
for the first time since it was established in June
2018 that the CWMA had to resort to the
modification.

The present storage (around 19.7 tmc ft) in
the Mettur dam is the outcome of the Water
Resources Department’s decision of suspending
water release since October 11. Yet, the
authorities were letting out a bare minimum
quantum. The prospects of a bumper harvest of
the samba crop look bleak this year.
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Decline in water availability in

the Southern hemisphere

Driven in part by large-scale atmospheric climate
modes, the Southern hemisphere accounts for
more than 95% of the recent decline in global
water availability, according to a new study.
Global land water availability has varied due to
climate change and increased human water use.
The water availability across the Southern
hemisphere decreased across the study period.
In the Northern hemisphere, there is negligible
change in land water availability.
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