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IMD attributes the sporadic showers to low pressure area over Central Bay of Bengal

CITY BUREAU
HYDERABAD

There appears to be no let-up
for the city from the September
showers, which continued for
the third consecutive day. The
weekend version on Saturday
was quite strange, with some
areas in the city reporting heavy
rain and waterlogging, while
areasnot even a kilometre away
saw just a drizzle, and in some
areas, no rain at all,

The sporadic showers, which
weather officials attributed to
the low pressure area formi
over the Central Bay of Ben;f
were likely to continue for the
next couple of days as well, offi-
cials said. As per the forecast
from the Telangana State De-
velopment Planning Society,
most parts of the city are likely
to receive rainfall between 2.5
mm to 15,6 mm, while a few
places might witness heavy
downpours.

On Saturday till 9 pm, Kur-
maguda in Saidabad mandal re-
ceived the highest rainfall of
98.8 mm, followed by Asmang-
had, which witnessed 92 mm
rainfall, Several other areas, in-
cluding Saroornagar, Himayat-
nagar, Charminar, Hayathnagar
and Uppal also experienced
heavy rainfall. The maximum
temperature recorded on Fri-
day in the city was 29.5 degree
Celsius, whereas the minimum
temperature recorded on Satur-
day morning was 22 degree Cel-
sius.

According to the India Mete-
orological Department (IMD)
forecast, a low pressure is form-
ing over central Bay of Bengal,
and is likely to intensify into a
depression, due to which the
city will continue witnessing
heavy showers for the next
three to four days. The maxi-
mum temperature in the city is
expected to be around 30 to 32
degree Celsius, while the mini-
mum temperature will range be-
tween 21 and 23 degree Celsius.

Meanwhile, the officials at
IMD have issued a Yellow Alert
for all districts of Telangana for
Sunday. On Saturday, several
districts including Yadadri
Bhongir, Adilabad, Kamareddy,
Nirmal and Rangareddy re-
ceived moderate to heavy rain-
fall. Kanagal in Nalgonda re-
ceived the highest rainfall of
54.3mm,
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Asmanghad

Heavy rains lash State, low-lying areas inundated

HYDERABAD: Heavy rains
continued to lash several
parts of the State on Satur-
day inundating many low-
lying areas and resulting in
overflowing of streams and
waterbodies.

Moreis in store as the
Met department inits fore-
cast said heavy rain is likely
to occur at isolated places
across the State during the
next two days. Thunder-
storm accompanied with
lightning s likely to occur
atisolated places in all the
districts on Sunday. The
State average rainfall on

Monsoon Action
Teams deployed

HYDERABAD: The GHMC has
deployed its Monsoon Action
Teams and Disaster Re-
sponse Force teams follow-
ing the Saturday's downpour.
The teams cleared waterlog-
ging and attended to rain-re-
lated complaints in the city.

Saturday was 15.2 mm
against the normal 3.9 mm
rainfall. Heavy rainfall
ranging from 64.5 mm to
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115.5 mm was recorded at
Adilabad, Kumram Bheem
Asifabad, Peddapalli, Mu-
lugu, Jayashankar, Na-
garkurnool, Mahabubna-
gar, Rangareddy, Medak
and Nirmal districts.

With the Sri Ram Sagar
Project receiving over
25,810 cusecs of inflows,
officials of irrigation de-
partment have opened six
gates and released 18,720

cusecs downstream. Simi-

larly, the officials have
opened 12 gates of Mid
Manair dam and released
over 28,000 cusecs.

4 gates of Osman
Sagar lifted
HYDERABAD: The Hyder-
abad Metropolitan Water
Supply and Sewerage
Board (HMWS&SB) has
lifted four out of the 15
gates of the Osman Sagar.
Due to the continuous
rains in the last few days,
the reservoir has been re-
ceiving abundant inflow
and the gates have been
lifted to drain the excess
water into the Musi River.
The water body is receiv-
ing 1,100 cusecs of inflow
and the outflow stood at
486 cusecs. On Saturday,
the water level at the
reservoir was recorded at
1,789 ft against the FTL of
1,790 ft. The reservoir ca-
pacity is 3.90 TMCft and
on Wednesday the water
level was 3.67 TMCft.
HMWS&SB officials said
the decision to open the
gates was taken following
the IMD’s prediction of
rains for three more days.
HMWS&SB Managing Di-
rector Dana Kishore asked
people living near the Musi
catchment area to be alert.



STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Groundwater levels in the
State registered a significant
rise, thanks to the copious
rains. Till August 31 this
water year, Telangana re-
ceived rainfall of 734 mm
against 593 mm of normal
rainfall and thus thereisa24
per cent excess rainfall dur-
ing this period as compared
to normal annual rainfall,
according to Ground Water
Department (GWD).

It said the average
groundwater level in the
State during August-2021
was 563 metres below
ground level {m bgl} and it
varies from 2.64 m bgl (Jag-
ityal) t012.52 m bgl (Medak).
Of the 33 districts, 18 districts
average water level is less
than 5 m bgl, in 13 districts
between 5tol0m bgl and the
remaining two districts it is
more than 10 m bgl.

The GWD said there was
a net rise of 0,72 m in
groundwater level during
August-2021 as compared to
August-2020, registering an
increase of 11 per cent in 18
districts. A minimum rise of
0.13mis observed in Mulugu
district and a maximum rise
of 638 m in Sangareddy dis-
trict. This apart, a net aver-
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Groundwater levelsrise in T'S

Bountiful

21 districts
received excess rainfall
ranging from 21% to

83%

agerise of 3,56 m in ground-
water level is recorded dur-
ing August-2021 as com-
pared to May-2021.

The Ground Water De-
partment monitored water
levels duting August-2021
through 1,063 Piezometers
(monitoring stations) cover-
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TILL AUGUST 31, THE STATE RECEIVED 734 mm RAINFALL
AGAINST 593 mm NORMAL RAINFALL

© There was a net rise of 0.72 m in groundwater level in 18 districts during

August 2021 compared to August 2020

below ground level

2021 compared to May 2021

ing all mandals across the
State, As many as 21 districts
received excess rainfall
ranging from 21 per cent to
83 per cent and the remain-
ing12 districts received nor-
mal rainfall varying from 6
per cent to 19 per cent.
When compared with the

© Average groundwater level during August-2021 was 5.63 metres

© Net averamge tise of 3.56 m in groﬁhdﬁa{ef level rercorded'durihg' Ailgl;lst'

decadal average of August
(2011-2020) levels recorded
in 592 mandals, the water
levels during August-2021
there is a rise in the range of
0.01-14,09 m in 572 mandals
(97 per cent} and fall in the
range 0,02- 2,86 m in 20
mandals (three per cent).
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New Delhi: Delhi will have to
wait till at least 2023 to start see-
ing any form of visible.impro-
vement in the Yamuna's water
quality with most timelines to
complete sewage trapping pro-
jects and sewage treatment
plants (STPs)runninguptomid
tolate 2023, a new report prepa-
red by Delhi Pollution Cont-
rol Committee (DPCC) shows.
The interceptor sewer pro-
jectisalsoexpected tofully trap
sewage only by March 2023.
Delhi has 85 STPs at pre-
sent with a combined capaci-
tyof 2,715 million litres per
day (MLD), while the capital
generafes 3,273 MLD of sewa-
ge. Thisresultsinagapin the
treatiment capacity of around
569 MLD, thereport states. To
bridge this gap, key STPs,
such'as the Yamuna Vihar
STE Kondli STP, Rithala ST,
Coronation Pillar STP and
Okhla STF, are in the works.
While the upgradation of
KondliandRithalaSTPsisex-
pected by March 2023, 36 per
centof work has beencomple-
ted for the Okhla STP so far.
The project has a timeline of
December2022. For the Yamu-
na Vihar STP, arevised timeli-
ne will soon be submitted. To
carry out upgradation work
for 16 STPs, 34 years will be
required, the report states.
The interceptor sewer pro-
Jjectisexpected totraptheenti-
re flow of 1,082 MLD by March
2023, according to the timeli-
nes provided by the report.
“About 771.56 MLD (169.7 MGD)
is heing trapped and treated
ouf of 1,082 MLD (238 MGD).
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Cleaner Yamuna Unlikely
Before 2023: DPCC Report

35 STPs Can Treat 2,715MLD Sewage, But Clty Generates More

DELHI'S SEWAGE
TREATMENT PLANTE

Existing STPs | 35
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| trapped by Mar 2023

Entire flow shall be trapped
and treated by March 2023 af-
ter construction/rehabilita-
tion of Coronation Pillar, Rit-
hala and Kondli STPs under
YAP-III," the report reads.

It says that out of 18 major
drains in Delhi between Wa-
zirabad and Okhla, 13 have so
far been trapped. “Two major
drains—Najafgarhand Shah-
dara—are included in the ISP
project where substantial
flow of sub-drains under the-
ir command areas will be
trapped and treated. Further,
insitutreatmentinthesedra-
ins is also being proposed,"”
the report says, stating an

action plan has been prepa-
red for the remaining three
drains, including the Maha-
rani Bagh drain, Mori Gate
drainand Barapullah drain.
DPCC in its report says
STPs will be constructed on
the mouth of both Mori Gate
and Barapullah drains, with
completion only expected by
December 2023. For the Ma-

tharani Bagh drain, sewage

has partially been trapped
to the extent of 9-10 MLD.
Manoj Mishra, convener
of Yamuna Jiye Abhiyaan, cla-
ims multiple deadlines have
been violated in the past as
well, with very few projects

meeting the initial timelines.
“Untilthese projectsare comp-
leted, the sewage problem
will not goaway,” said Mishra.
Delhi government is, me-
anwhile, working towardsre-
juvenation of major drains
flowing into the Yamuna.
“Najafgarh, Supplementary
and Shahdara link drains
will be cleaned and beautifi-
ed. All major drains will be
converted into clean water
channels again. After these
drains are cleaned and beau-
tified, only clean water will -
flow into the drains entering
the river,” water minister
Satyendar Jain said on Friday.



Hans NEWS SERVICE
RANGAREDDY

THE water level at Osman Sagar
reservoir was recorded at 1,788.80
feeton Saturday against the full tank
level (FTL) 0f1,790 feet. Asa precau-
tionary measure in the wake of the
Meteorological Department warn-
ings, water department officials lifted
four gates of Osman Sagar reservoir.

Due to continuous rains for the
the last few days, the reservoir is re-
ceiving abundant inflow and the
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Four gates of Osman Sagar lifted

gates were lifted to drain the excess
water into Musi River. The reser-
voir's capacity is 3.90 TMC and on
Wednesday, the water level was 3.62
TMC. The water body is receiving
1,100 cusecs of inflow.

On the other side, gates were
opened two days ago as the flood-
waters continued to flow into Hi-
mayat Sagar to release the excess
water.

Rajendra Nagar MLA Prakash
Goud, who was present on the oc-
casion, said the situation in the

State had changed completely after
the achievement of separate Telan-
gana. He said the government was

working to develop Osman Sagar ¢

area as a tourist destination.
HMWS&SB officials said the In-
dian Meteorological Department
(IMD) has predicted rains for three
more days, following which they
have taken the decision to open the
gates, HMWSSB Managing Direc-
tor D Kishore asked people living
near Musi catchment area to be
alert.

MLA Prakash Goud lifting the gates of Osman Sagar on Saturday
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