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Q All segments are heavily dependent on ground water and we haven tworked
much on water use efficacy. ...there is resistance to new technology and crops

‘Have Advised States to Charge
- Water Fee for Inﬁ'a Upkeep’ +*

Shekhawat feels the Jal Jeevan

Mission will not only provide piped
water supply to 18 cr rural households but
also generate 12 lakh jobs. Excerpts from
his interview with Anubhuti Vishnoi:

Jal Shakti minister Gajendra Singh

On ‘Nal Se Jal’ being too tall an order

0Of the 18 cr rural households, only three
crore have piped water. We have todo
four times the work done in the past 70
years. Soyes, itisachallenge. We have
held several rounds of consultations with
statesand they are on board. We have
asked them to prepare plans in three ways.
One, for retrofitting, whereina village
infrastructure is mostly ready and there is
sustainable water sources and only piped
connectivity is needed. For these projects,
we have already released some funds.
Two, where a connection to underground
or surface water source can be given
immediately.

Three, there are the bigger projects like in
Bundelkhand which require longer
gestation.

We have sensitised states that the next six
months are very crucial and they must
workonall three project types

connectivity ina general village,and up to
5% inan SC/ST village, should be raised by
them. The Paani Samiti of every village
will also handle the village operations and
maintenance of the project. The 5-10%
raised by the village will be deposited
with the Paani Samiti. So, through its
interest, it can maintain the infrastructure.

On the plan being too capital intensive
Therate of return will be several times
higher. Sustainable development goals

_apart, consider the huge opportunity the

Jal Jeevan Mission offers for business and
for employment. In 6 lakh villages,
ensuring drinking water supply will
generate new employment as plumbing
will be required everywhere. We expect
directemployment for over 12 lakh people
atleast. Then, creation of infrastructure,
cement tanks, PVC pipes, will also show a
big big boom in the rural economy within
the next two quarters. The immeasurable
impact is on the quality of life of the
women walking miles to bring water and
the health improvement that will come
with supply of clean drinking water.

On agricultural overuse of water

@ SHARE OF FUNDING
Wehavetold
S A statestoraiseup

t0 10%of piping
spendinageneral village &
upto5%inanSC/ST village
for maintenance work

-GAJENDRA SINGH

SHEKHAWAT

JAL SHAKTI MINISTER

TO USE FULL SHARE UNDER INDUS WATER TREATY

We have begun astudy on utilisation of water
from 3riversand their tributaries within India’s
share. It will be completed in 4 months..

simultaneously. We have started reviews
toassess teething problems. Thereisa
technical committee chaired by the
principal scientific advisor to the PM for
the evaluation of these projects. We are
aimingthat all these can be completed in
the'nextthree years.

Onwater usecharges

Yes, we have proposed a nominal fee
model to all states and requested them to
bring inuser charges. States have to decide
how much they should charge, as water is
astate subject. Our ‘Jal Se Nal’ scheme is so

designed that there is publicownership ==

builtin. We have told states that up to 10%
of the total expenditure on piped

haveto

Inall countries, irrigation is the biggest use.
Inour country, dependence is highest

on ground water for all segments

and we haven't worked much

on water use efficacy. This is
abigchallenge because
traditionally we have
been growing water
guzzling crops and
thereis resistance
tonew

technology

and crops.

Thereare

callsthat

states

s wareth oy

take. In Punjab, where ground water
withdrawal is high due to free electricity,
the state government has started an
initiative to incentivise farmers to save
electricity. In Maharashtra, the Devendra
Fadnavis government has decided that
within two years, those growing
sugarcane have tomove todrip irrigation.
All states have to do similar things.
Atthe Centre, we are committed to
sustainability of water source and grey
water use whicharean integral part of the
Jal Jeevan mission. Theideais tocreatea
model where grey water can be treated
and used as a source of revenue -~ for
horticulture/agriculture or ground water
recharge. Jal Shakti Abhiyan has taken
that message to every village-- over one
lakh water bodies were rejuvenated as
part of the mission.

Onrevisiting the Indus Water Treaty
This is the holiest of treaties and we have
always honoured it and will always do so.
As per the treaty, there are threeriversin
India’s water share. There are also many
tributaries that fall within the same share,
but we do not currently have the
infrastructure totapit. Asaresult, itall
flows into Pakistan. We have beguna
techno-feasibility study on utilisation of
this water. The study will be completed in
the next 3-4 months and we hope that we
will have our full share of water over the
next 4-5 years.

onriver interlinking plans
We have four links on priority and in
final stages. There are minor
issues which have to be
. reconciled between
. MadhyaPradesh
~and Uttar Pradesh
onthe Ken-Betwa
link which we hope
toresolve soon.
Wearealso
workingonriver
interlinkingin
Maharashtraand
Gujaratand
Madhya Pradesh
and Rajasthanand |
am quite positive it
- will happen.
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Background Note on Sustainable
Water Management Conference

New Delhi, Water is a key strategic resource for our country. India
accounts for 18% of the world population, whereas we have only 4%
of the world water resources that too with large temporal and spatial
vatiability. The situation gets further aggravated when we need to
meet the challenge of conflicting sectoral demands. Thus, there is
an urgent need to manage precious water resources 1 a judicious
manner. Ministry of Jal Shakti (MOJS), Government of India is
striving hard towards sustainable development and management of
water resources. In this endeavour, MOJS is implementing a number
of schemes with active participation of the states and National
Hydrology Project (NHP)is one of the such important scheme. This
Central Sector Schene is being implemented by Department of Water
Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation with support
from World Bank. The project has a coverage on Pan India basis and
intends to set up of a system for timely and reliable water resources
data acquisition, storage, collation, management and dissemination.
NHP would also be a platform to develop tools and systems for
informed decision making in field of flood management, reservoir
operations, drought management, etc. The project also seeks to build
capacity of the State and Central sector organisations in water
resources management through the use of Information Systems and
adoption of State-of-the-art technologies. To achieve the objectives
as above, NHP contemplates to promote international level
knowledge exchange, solutions. exchange and networking necessary
to realize these changes. ‘
In this regard, a series of annual Conferences with the theme
Sustainable Water Management are being organised under NHP
which are proposed to be hosted by different Impl ementing Agencies.
These conferences provide a platform for practicing engineers,
scientists, academia and decision makers to come together regularly
to discuss evolving water management challenges and opportunities
in India. First such conference was hosted in December 2018 by
BBMB at Chandigarh. The second conference is being hosted during
November 6-8, 2019 by Water Resources Department, Government
of Maharashtra at Pune with the active support from National Project
Monitoring Unit, NHP. International Experts from a number. of
countries such as Austral ia, .S, UK., Netherlands, Canada, South
“Korea, European Union, Germany, Thailand, Sri Lanka and Nepal
are participating in this Conference apart from Experts from the
World Bank and International Commission on Irri gation and
Drainage. There would be 12 technical Session under which the
experts would be sharing their experiences apart from one dedicated
session on best practices in water conservation in which various
Government organisations and NGOs would be participating who
have excelled in the field of conservation of water resources.
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Himachal Pradesh govt toregularise 4 ¢
encroachments by Bhakhra Dam oustees

of encroachments made by
Bhakhra Dam oustees in New
Bilaspur township.

- Deputy Commissioner,

submitted (in duplicate) to the
Additional District Magistrate,
Bilaspur till 30 November,"
he said.

applyagain. Goelsaid in com-
pliance of 19 October, 2010
order of HP High Court, the state
government had formulated

: g;g;syggvg;;gs“vm Bilaspur district administration invites g’ygﬁiﬁaxgsggﬁgﬁgﬁg‘;
e ) applications till 30 November and it wguld be then Raja of Kehlur state, Deep
The Himachal Pradesh gov-  the last chance for oustees to regularise Chand in 1650 as the capital
ernment has provided last ~encroachments ofhis princelystate near 'Beas
opportunity for regularization Gufa', named after RishiVyas.'

Chand had built a palace
called 'Dholar' overlooking
theriveranditwas earlier called
asVyaspurand the town later

Bilaspur, Rajeshwar Goel said Goelsaidtheapplications  a special policy for regular- cametobeknownas Bilaspur.
that Revenue department receivedafter30Novemberdate ization of encroachments Though the original town
has asked all the stakehold-  will not be considered. made by Bhakhra Dam ous-  which was established by the
ers to submit application(s) The prescribed proforma  teesinNewBilaspurtownship. Chandel dynasty was sub-
in this regard till 30 Novem-  could be obtained from the This policy was issuedon  merged in the 'Govind Sagar'
ber, 2019. office oftheSub Divisional Offi- ~ 28 October, 2013 and again  on 1 July, 1954 after the con-
"All the original ous- cer Sadar/Tehsildar, amendedbytheGovernment struction of Bhakhra Dam.
tees/allottees, theirlegalheirs  Sadar/Executive OfficerMunic-  of Himachal Pradesh on 28]July; Over 240 villages along-
(to whom plots have been ipal CouncilBilaspurandPat- ~ 2018.Underthisamendment, sidethe SatlujRiver were sub-

allotted being Bhakhra Dam
oustees), beneficiaries and

war Circle Main Market and
Diara (Bilaspur) on any work-

Himachal Pradesh govern-
mentprovided opportunityby

merged in water and they
were settled in new Bilaspur

purchasers etc who have ingdaybetween. fixing datesforsubmissionof town,

made encroachment/illegal TheDeputyCommission-  applications on prescribed Many ofthe displaced res-

construction in Bilaspur er said this is the last oppor-  Proformaforregularizationof idents of old town were allot-

Township, cansubmitappli-  tunity and no further exten-  encroachmentinNewBilaspur  ted plots (approximately 135

cationon prescribed profor-  sionwillbegiventothestake-  Township. sqmits) innew townwhile oth-

ma. holders. Hesaid thosewho have Itisworthwhiletomention ers settled down wherever
- The performa should be alreadyapplied earlierneednot they found suitable plots.

here that the old Bilaspur

—

- i
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