File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Times of India 06-April-2021

CM: Speed up
projects for
recharge of
groundwater

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Chief minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal on Monday held a
review meeting with Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) and Delhi State In-
dustrial and Infrastructure De-
velopment Corporation (DSI-
IDC) officials on wastewater re-
use and groundwater recharge.
Delhi government has propo-

.sed to undertake several pro-
jects to increase the availability
of drinking water.

Kejriwal said, “Our aim is fo
increase the availability of clean
drinking water to every house-
hold in Delhi. For this purpose, we
have to expedite all the ongoing
mmmmmdmwmmaha'mu

HUNDRED
MGD WATER
THE CAPITAL
WILL NEED
BY 2031

projects involves exchanging
treated water with Haryana for
clean water: A senior official ex-
plained that 25 MGD (million
gallons per day) treated water
would be diverted from Rithala
Sewage Treatment Plant to the
Auchandi eanal in return of the
sameamountof clean waterthat
will be received from Haryana
fordrinkingpurposes, Similarly,
140MGD of treated water will be
provided to UP for irrigation
purposes, in return of anequal
volumeof clean drinking water:
A senior DJB official said
the CM also reviewed various
projects of groundwater re-
chargeoccurringthroughlakes
and waterbodies and instructed
the department officials to sub-
mit timelines of water extrac-
tion from the areas where the
groundwater levelsare high.
Kejriwal reviewed the pro-
gress of the upgradation of 13
common effluent freatment
plants too, DSIIDC officials said
that the department was wor-
king on a scheme to convert
CETP’s outlet water into drin-
king water by installing RO,
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No diversion of
Mahadayi water,
state tells SC

NEW DELHI, DHNS: Karnata-
ka on Monday informed the
Supreme Court that it has not
diverted Mahadayi basinwater
to Malaprabha river through
the Kalasacanal.

Karnataka submitted a re-
port saying that the state had
neverdiverted Mahadayibasin
water and there is no question
of facing contemptof court.

Karnataka also submitted a
part of the report prepared by
K B Krishnajirao, member
(Karnataka) inthejoint inspec-
tion committee.

Earlier, the SC had formed
a joint inspection committee,
comprising officials of Karna-
taka, Goa and Maharashtra,
after Goa alleged Karnataka
was diverting Mahadayi river
water to Malaprabha river in
violation of the apex court’s
order. The committee con-
ducted an inspection near
Kanakumbiin Belagavidistrict
recently.
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Large projects have
large consequences

he Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed
I by the governments of Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh and the Centre to link the rivers Ken and
Betwa is the first major initiative of the proposed coun-
trywide river-linking project. Both are tributaries of the
Yamunaandthe planis totransfer water from the Kento
the Betwatotakeit to the water-starved Bundelkhandre-
gion. Itis amulti-purpose project thatis expected to help
irrigate10.6 lakh hectaresin 13 districts in the two states,
supply drinking water to more than 60 lakh people and
generate 103 MW of power. There s also the promise of
growthoffishing and tourism. Bundelkhandisa drought-
prone area, and the long-discussed Rs 37,500-crore
project has been presented asa remedy for its woes.

Butthereare seriousreservationsaboutand objections
to the project from many quarters, including environ-
mentalists and conservationists. A dam, which will be
builtin Pannadistrictas partofthe project, willsubmerge
over4,000 hectares of the Panna Tiger Reserve. The Ken
Ghariyal Sanctuary will also be affected. Botharerichin
biodiversity. The linking will impact water availability
and rainfall patterns and destroy local ecosystems. Com-
pensatory schemes have been promised but these have
often not worked in other massive
projects. There is an organic rela-
tionship between the rivers, their
banks, the forests or the diverse
natural formationsalong themand
the fish and other forms of life that
thrive in them. They form a com-
plete ecosystem whose elements
depend on and complement one
i another. Each river is different
be exercised from the other. Their carriage ca-

tuar linki pacities are different, they serve

on I'-I\IEI' Imkmg their ecosystems differently, the

projects qualityof water, including the min-

eralstheycontain, aredifferentand

they catertodifferentneedsof the people onthe banks.1In

short, ariveris notjust the water thatitcarries,andsothe

mechanical transfer of water from one river to another
may have unexpected consequences.

Theimpactof such transfers has not been fully studied
and understood. In fact, our knowledge about the coun-
try’sriversand their basinsis poorandinadequate. Thatis
why there should be cautionin tampering with the course
of rivers or otherwise interfering with them. The weath-
er at the micro level is also influenced by them. These
uncertainties have a special relevance in times when
concerns over climate change are rising. River-linking
may seem like a greatidea, but it should be realised that
certain consequences of changes made in nature may
turn out be harmful and irreversible, That is why most
experts recommend low-cost, localised schemesinstead
of grand projects.

Caution must
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Hydro, rail prbjects in
Tibet a threat to India

Claude Arpi

ecent develop-
ments not far
from the India-
China border in
runachal
Pradesh are worrving. On
March 29, Dave Petley,
pro vice-chancellor (rese-
arch and innovation) at
the University of Shef-
field in Britain noted on
his blog: “I received an
email from Goiran Ekst-
rom of Columbia Univ-
ersity making a small
group of us aware that he
had detected, using seis-
mic instruments, a proba-
ble large-scale landslide
in the vicinity of the Yar-
lung Tsangpo in Tibet...
an idea of the mass (in
this case about 100 mil-
lion tonnes — a very large
one indeed).”

Whether it was trig-
gered by an earthquake in
this highly seismic area,
is still not clear; it could
also be due to torrential
rain. Mr Pethley further
explained: “Either way, at
Yarlung Tsangpo it is
clear that a large amount
of rock and ice have
detached from the east
side of the tributary val-
ley, moving westwards
and then to the south.
Once again this has for-
med a catastrophic chan-
nelised flow that has trav-
elled down the channel to
deposit a large volume in
the main channel.”

The Yarlung Tsangpo,
which becomes the Siang
on entering Arunachal
Pradesh and later the
Brahmaputra in Assam
(and the Meghna in
Bangladesh) is one of the
most eco-sensitive regi-
ons of the planet.

In a communiqué rel-
eased during the sessions
of the National People’s
Congress (NPC) in early
March in Beijing, the Co-
mmunist Party of China
reiterated that according
to the 14th Five-Year Plan
(2021-25) and the Long-
Range Objectives Thro-
ugh the Year 2035, adopt-
ed by China's top legisla-
ture: “The construction of
key projects, such as the
Sichuan-Tibet Railway

and hydropower develop-
ment on the Yarlung Tsa-
ngpo River, will be pro-
moted.”

It practically means that
a giga hydropower plant
(HPP) will be constructed
at India’s gates, on the
Yarlung Tsangpo river.

The Chinese media also
reported that Che Dalha,
chairman of the Tibet
Autonomous Region, urg-
ed the authorities to accel-
erate the project and to
immediately undertake
all the comprehensive
planning and necessary
environmental impact
assessments. Will  the
Chinese “scientists” take
into account the presence
of tens of thousands of
trucks and GCBs moving
earth around and chang-
ing the shape of the moun-
tains and the rivers north
of the Indian borders?
Prohably not.

It appears to be a matter
of the Emperor wanting
to show the world that he
can construct a HPP of
thrice the capacity of the
Three Gorges Dam, with
little consideration for the
environment.

The new plan, submit-
ted to the NPC for
approval, provided “the
green light for the dams to

be built on the lower
reaches of Yarlung
Tsangpo river”,

Later adopted by the
Chinese legislature, it
called for “a hydropower
base on the lower reaches
of the Yarlung Tsangpo
river, along with clean
energy bases in the upper
and lower reaches of
Jinsha river”, known as
the Upper Yangtze in
Sichuan provinece.

On the occasion of the
Chinese New Year, Presi-
dent Xi Jinping called the
Communist Party *“a
gigantic vessel that navi-
gates China's stable and
long-term development”
and stated: “Upholding
the principle of putting
people first and remain-
ing true to our founding
mission, we can break the
waves to reach the desti-
nation of realising the

great rejuvenation of the
Chinese nation.”

Like any Emperor, Xi
Jinping needs to think
big. The Seventh Tibet
Work Forum (TWF), a
large meeting which
decides the fate of Tibet
for the vears to come (to
which Tibetans are rarely
invited), was held in
Beijing on August 28-29,
2020, It was a crucial
event not only as it con-
cerns the fate of the Roof
of the World, but for the
Indian border too.

Some massive projects
were announced soon
after; first, the Pai-Metok
(Pai-Mo) Highway linking
Nyingchi to Metok, north
of Upper Siang district of
Arunachal Pradesh, whi-
ch should open in July
2021, After the completion
of the highway, the length
of the road from Nyingchi
City to Metok County will
be shortened from 346 km
to 180 km and the driving
time will be shortened
from 11 hours to 4.5
hours. Though only 67 km
long, in strategic terms
the highway will be a
game changer and greatly
accelerate the develop-
ments of new model vil-
lages, and therefore relo-
cation of populations on
the border. But, more
important, it will pave the
way for a mega HPP.

In December 2020, Glo-
bal Times had announced
Beijing's plan to build a
cascade of mega dams on
the Yarlung Tsangpo.

The Metok County gov-
ernment confirmed that
the project would be built
north of the Indian bor-
der, while Global Times
added: “The head of Po-
wer Construction Corp of
China (POWERCHINA)
suggested the planned
hydropower station —
which is expected to have
three times as much gen-
erating capacity as the
world-leading Three
Gorges power station —
aims to maintain water
resources and domestic

Nine hydropower
plants in cascade
will definitely
threaten life
across India's
Northeast region.
The area soon
became “restrict-
ed” by the Chinese
authorities.

security.” A series of nine
hydropower plants in cas-
cade will definitely thre-
aten life across the whole
of India’s Northeast reg-
ion. The area soon
became “restricted™ by
the Chinese authorities.
A notice from the Metok
Border Management Bri-
gade announced that
from March 1, the Chi-
nese authorities began
“to check border pass, ID
cards and other docu-
ments of people entering
and exiting Metok™.

Metok is the last small,
but strategic town located
near the Great Bend of the
Yarlung Tsangpo, north
of the McMahon Line.

Though there is no
proof that the mudslides
on March 22 were directly
linked to the dam project,
the fact remains that the
entire area is environ-
mentally extremely frag-
ile. And that’s not all;
already in 2016, China
Daily reported the con-
struction of a 1,629-km
Sichuan-Tibet railway. It
has now entered a crucial
phase. The railway will
be connecting Chengdu in
Sichuan to Lhasa; the
new rail line will shorten
the travel time to less
than 15 hours.

The Lhasa-Nyingchi
section is scheduled to be
opened in July.

All this will have incal-
culable strategic implica-
tions for India as the train
will pass near the Indian
border where the
:gdmmwerulant is locat-

These two projects (HPP
on the Yarlung Tsangpo
and the Sichuan Railway)
are directly affecting
India’s security.

For India’s frontiers,
China’s “dual-use” (civil
and military) infrastruc-
ture development will
take place ona much larg-
er and faster scale than
today; a great tragedy in
the making.

How will the mandarins
of South Block react?

They will probably try
to keep the information
under the carpet for as
long as possible, But if
they wait too long, it may
be too late. Remember the
Aksai Chin road in the
1950s.

The writer is based in
Sowuth India for the past 42
years. He writes on India,
China, Tibet and Indo-
French relations.
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Arch of world’s highest railway bridge completed

= AW s T TR % et T

The arch was the most difficult part of the multi-crore bridge over river Chenab and
is a major leap towards the completion of the 111-km long-winding stretch | e

FAYAZ WANI @ Srinagar

THE Indian Railways on Mon-
day achieved a major milestone
by completing the arch closure
of the world’s highest railway
bridge over river Chenab in
J&K. The 5.6-metre last piece of
metal was fitted at the highest
point and joined the two arms
of the arch that currently
stretch towards each other
from both the banks.

It completed the shape of the
arch that will then loom over
the treacherous river Chenab
in Jammu, flowing some 359
metres below. The bridge is
part of the Udhampur-Srina-

gar-Baramulla rail link project.
It is 35-metre higher than the
Eiffel Tower in France and the
bridge is expected to be com-
pleted by next year. The overall
weight of the arch is 10,619 MT,
and the bridge is being con-
structed at the cost of ¥1,486
crore. After completion of the
Arch work, the engineers will
now remove the stay cables, fill
concrete in the arch rib, erect
steel trestle and start viaduct
and track laying work.

The officials said the laying
of arch closure was the biggest
civil-engineering challenge
faced by any railway project in
the country.
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Water crisis in Bhiwani, Hisar, Charkhi Dadri

Residents get madequate bracMsh watersupply from PHED

DEEPENDER DEeswaL
HISAR/BHIWANI, APRIL 5

The potable water crisis
has hit many towns in the
region due to shortage in
the supply of raw canal
water to the waterworks.

Residents of many locali-
ties in Hisar, Bhiwani
Charkhi Dadri towns are
getting inadequate and
brackish water supply
from the Public Health
Engineering Depart-
ment (PHED). The
department says it has to
supply water extracted
from underground
borewells in the absence of
canal water.

In Hisar’s posh locality
such as Green Park and
Officers Colony, the resi-
dents complained that
they had been getting
brackish water supply for
many months. “The water
is unfit for human con-
sumption  and other
domestic use like washing
dishes and cloths. All resi-
dents in the Officers
Colony have subscribed to
the water-tanker service
for potable water”, said a
resident who lives in the
Officers Colony.

In many other localities
like Patel Nagar, Jawahar
Nagar, the Satrod area,
Hanuman Colony, Balmiki
Colony, the water supply
has been cut down to once
in a day and the time of the
supply too has been short-
ened. Mahender Juneja,

WATER UNFIT FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION

8 The water is unfit for human consumption and
other domestic use. All residents in the Officers
Colony have subscribed to the water-tanker service
for potable water. Resident, OFFiCERs COLONY, HISKR

CANAL WATER TO BE AVAILABLE FROM TODAY

®6 The Irrigation Department has assured us that
the canal water will be available by Tuesday.

Shashi Kant, EXEN, PHED, CHARKHI DADRI

municipal corporation
member, said he had been
raising the issue with the
PHED officials but all in
vain. He said polluted
water was also supplied in
some pockets.

Recently, several resi-
dents of Hanuman Colony
were booked when they
staged a dharna and
demonstration outside the
waterworks of the Public
Health Engineering

Department in  Hisar
against the issue.

The PHED Senior Engi-
neer, TR Panwar, lodged a
complaint with the police
alleging that the protest-
ers had misbehaved with
the staff and also locked
the office and had
obstructed public ser-
vants from discharging
their duties. The police
spokesperson informed
that a case under Sec-

tions 147, 149, 294, 342,
186, 353 and 506 of the
IPC had been registered
against 60 persons.

In Bhiwani town, resi-
dents of Sector 13 and some
other localities alleged that
they had been facing water
shortage and the problem
had aggravated with the
advent of summer. They
said the district administra-
tion promised them that
another pipeline would be
laid for the smooth supply
of water but the projects
was lying in limbo for sev-
eral months.Similarly, resi-
dents of Charkhi Dadri
town alleged that the
PHED had been providing
water supply from the
borewell as the canal water
had dried up in the water-
works. Deepak Sheoran, a
MC member, said the two
waterworks were insuffi-
cient to fulfill the need of
the town as the water
requirement had almost
doubled in the past couple
of years. “To ensure water
supply, the PHED tube-
wells is supplying water,
but the groundwater is
not fit for consumption”,
he said.

Executive Engineer,
PHED, Charkhi Dadri,
Shashi Kant said they sup-
ply borewell water only
after canal water dried up
in the waterworks. “The
Irrigation Department has
assured us that the canal
water will be available by
tomorrow”, he said.
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Chief Minister K. Chandrashekar Rao will release water into Haldi Vagu at Housanipally
in Wargal mandal from Sangareddy Canal as part of the Kaleshwaram Lift [rrigation
Scheme to supply water from Kondapochamma Sagar to the Manjira river upstream of
the Singur project at 10.30 am today. (REFORT PAGE &)



STATE BUREAU
Siddipet

Inwhat is being described as
a historic moment, Chief
Minister K Chandrashekar
Rao will release water into
Haldi Vagu at Housanipally
in Wargal mandal from San-
gareddy Canal that is part of
the mega Kaleshwaram Lift
Irrigation Scheme to supply
water from Kondapoc-
hamma Sagar to Manjira
river upstream of Singur
project at 10.30 am on Tues-

Over 600 cusecs of water
will be released into Haldi
Vagu, which eventually
merges with Manjirariver,a
tributary of river Godavari,
near Medak. The authorities
pointed out that 32 check
dams had been constructed
on Haldi Vagu in Siddipet
and Medak districts. They
will have a combined stor-
age capacity of 0.620TMCft
and will be filled to the brim.

The water will keep Haldi
Vagu and Manjira Howing
even during mid-summer.
Since the Nizam Sagar proj-
ect is located downstream,
the water will eventually
reach Nizam Sagar, helping
farmers enroute to use
water to irrigate over 14,000
acres. Later, the Chief Min-
ister will release water into
Gajwel Canal from Kon-
dapochamma Sagar at Pa-
mulaparthi in Markook
Mandal of Siddipet district
at 11.45am.

Finance Minister T Har-
ish Rao, Engineer-in-Chief B
Hariram, Siddipet Collector
P Venkatrami Reddy and
Commissioner of Police D
Joel Davis reviewed the
arrangements for the Chief
Minister's programme on
Monday evening near
Gowaram village in Siddipet
district. Speaking to the
media at Wargal on Mon-
day, the Minister said the
government decided to keep
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KCR to release water into Haldi Vagu

Over 600 cusecs will be released into Haldi Vagu, which eventually merges with Manijira river

the programme alow key af-
fair in view of the surge in
Covid-19 cases. .

Terming it as an impor-
tant day in the history of
Telangana, Harish Rao said
water will be released into
Haldi Canal. After filling
four tanks in Wargal man-
dal, the water will low over
the weir at Khan Cheruvu in
Amberpet village where the
Haldi Vagu originates. After
travelling about 70 km,
Haldi Vagu will merge with
river Manjira, he said.

The Nizam Sagar project,
lifeline of erstwhile Nizam-
abad district, is located 20
km downstream Haldi and
Manjira confluence in Ka-
mareddy-Medak  district
borders. Thanking the Chief
Minister for his decision to
release the water into the
Haldi Vagu, Harish Rao said
it will h::lfp farmers in a big
way. In view of Covid-19, the
Chief Minister will not ad-
dress the gathering. Harish
Rao and few elected repre-
sentatives will be present,

Farmers in Haliva made a land mural of Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao in 100,000 square yvards.

Big day for farmers: Kavitha

HYDERABAD: Extending
her greetings to the farm-
ing community in erst-
while Nizamabad district
on the occasion of Kalesh-
waram water being re-
leased from Kondapoc-
hamma project to Nizam
Sagar project through
Haldi Vagu, MLC K Kavitha
said Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao's
move will address drink-
ing water issues in the
area as well.

Through the Kalesh-
waram project, the Chief
Minister was ensuring
that River Godavari trans-
forms all the barren land
into lush green fields. The
move to release Kalesh-
waram water to Nizam
Sagar project through
Haldi Vagu will aid in re-
gaining the past glory of
the project, she said. With

‘Through KLIS, Chief
Minister is ensuring
that River Godavari
transforms all the
barren land into lush
green fields’

neighbouring Karnataka
and Maharashtra govern-
ments constructing ana-
cuts upstream of River
Manjira, there was a
steady decline in inflows
into the river and eventu-
ally into Nizam Sagar proj-
ect, she added.

Such was the situation
that even during monsoon,
the project used to get low
inflows affecting the farm-
ing community in erst-
while Nizamabad district,
she said. At this juncture,

releasing Kaleshwaram
water from Kondapoc-
hamma project will not
only reinvigorate and sta-
bilise the entire past aya-
cut in erstwhile Nizam-
abad district but will also
address drinking water is-
sues, she pointed out.

To thank the Chief Min-
ister for releasing the
Kaleshwaram water,
young farmers of Haliyain
association with TRS SM
made a land mural of the
Chief Minister.

It measures about
100,000 sq yard.

“Gratitude to Chief Min-
ister K. Chandrashekhar
Rao, who stood behind
farmers adding growth to
his farming and honor to
his living,” tweeted Jagan
Patimeedi while sharing
the image of the land
mural.
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