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PM reviews prep to deal with
heatwave, monsoon season

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi advised states and
Union territories to prepare
action plans at each administra-
tive level — state, city, district —
to deal with the persisting high
temperatures across the coun-
try, said a release from the Prime
Minister's Office on Thursday.
Officials of the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD) and
the National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA) briefed
the PM at a meeting about the

March-May temperatures across
the country and preparations for
the monsoon, said the statement.

“In view of the rising tempera-
tures, regular hospital fire safety
audits need to be done. PM
spoke about the need to work to
substantially reduce the vulnera-
bility of forests across diverse
forest ecosystems in the country
against fire hazards, enhance the
capabilities of forest personnel
and institutions for timely detec-
tion of a possible fire and for
fighting fires, and to speed up
recovery after afire event,” read
the statement.

To be prepared for the mon-
soon, which usually begins June
1, all states have been advised to
prepare flood preparedness
plans and undertake appropriate
measures. The National Disaster
Response Force has been
advised to develop a deployment
plan in flood-affected states, the
statement said.

Among those at the meeting
were the PM's principal secre-
tary and advisers, the cabinet
secretary as well as secretaries of
the ministries of home, health
and jal shakti and the chiefs of
the IMD, NDMA and NDRF. »p10
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PM chairs review meect
on heatwave, monsoon

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi has advised states
and Union territories to prepare
action plans at each administra-
tive level - state, city and district
—to deal with the persisting high
temperatures across the coun-
try, said a release from his office
(PMO) on Thursday.

Atameeting, officials of India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) and National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA)
briefed the PM about the tem-
peratures in March-May, 2022,
across the country and prepara-
tions for the monsoon, said the
statement.

“In view of the rising tempera-
tures, regular hospital fire safety
audits need to be done. PM
spoke about the need to work to
substantially reduce the vulnera-
bility of forests across diverse
forest ecosystems in the country
against fire hazards, enhance the
capabilities of forest personnel
and institutions for timely detec-
tion of a possible fire and for
fighting fires, and to speed up
recovery after a fire event,” it
added.

To be prepared for the upcom-
ing monsoon, which usually

Narendra Modi

begins on June 1, all states have
been advised to prepare flood
preparedness plans and under-
take appropriate measures. The
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) has been advised
to develop a deployment plan in
flood-affected states, it said.

Among those who attended
the meeting were the PM’s prin-
cipal secretary and advisors, the
cabinet secretary as well as sec-
retaries of the ministries of
home, health and jal shakti and
chiefs of the IMD, NDMA and
NDRE

The heatwave spell over India
began in March and recurred in
four spells — March 11 to 19,
March 27 to April 12, April 17 to
19 and April 26 to 30.

In April, several parts of
northwest India recorded tem-
peratures above 45°C. Around 14
stations in different parts of the
country reported record high

temperatures. India, on an aver-
age, recorded its warmest March
days in 122 years with the maxi-
mum temperature clocking in at
L.86°C above normal, an analysis
by IMD had shown. Northwest
and central India have experi-
enced the hottest April this sea-
son in 122 years.

Surface land temperatures
exceeded 60°C over some parts
of northwest India, according to
imagery captured by INSAT 3D,
Copernicus Sentinel 3 and a
NASA satellite on April 29 (Sat-
urday). The finding raised con-
cerns among several scientists
about the severe impacts of the
heatwave.

On Thursday, the World
Meteorological Organization
tweeted: “The globe just had the
Gth warmest April on record,
according to @Copernicu-
sECMWEF. Much above-average
temperatures from North-East-
ern Africa across Middle East to
central and southern Asia, and
especially in #Pakistan and
northern #India. #Climate-
Change.” The Copernicus
Project, an earth observation
programme run by the Euro-
pean Union, said pre-monsoon
temperatures were exceptionally
high over Pakistan and northern
India in March.
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Modi reviews
monsoon
preparedness

New Delhi, May 5
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday
chaired an important
meeting to review prepa-
rations for heatwave man-
agement and monsoon
preparedness in which he
stressed on the need to
take all measures to avoid
deaths due to heatwave or
fire incidents.

During the meeting, the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD) and
the National Disaster
Management Authority
{(NDMA) briefed about the
persistence of high tem-
peratures in March-May
2022 across the country,
the Prime Minister's
Office said in a statement.

Modi observed that “we
need to take all meas-
ures” to avoid deaths due
to heatwave or fire inci-
dents, according to the
statement. He added that
the response time
towards any such inci-
dents should be minimal.

Modi stressed that in
view of rising tempera-
tures, regular hospital
fire safety audits need to
be done. Modi directed
that in view of upcoming
monsoon, arrangements
for monitoring the quali.
ty of drinking water need
to be ensured to avoid
contamination and result-
ant spread of water-borne
diseases, the statement
said.

The PMO said that the
need for effective coordi-
nation between central
and state agencies to
ensure preparedness of
all systems for any inci-
dents in the wake of heat-
wave and upcoming mon-
soon, was also discussed
in the meeting.

The crucial meeting was
held hours after Prime
Minister Modi returned
from the three-day visit to
as many European coun-
tries.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the principal secre-
tary to the prime minis-
ter, advisors to PM, cabi-
net secretary, secretaries
in the ministries of home,
health, Jal Shakti, mem-
ber NDMA, DGs of the
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ODISHA GEARS
UP FOR POSSIBLE
CYCLONE

AKSHAYA KUMAR
SAHOO
BHUBANESWAR, MAY 5

In view of the possible

cyclone over Bay of
Bengal, Odisha Special
Relief Commissioner
(SRC) Pradeep Kumar

Jena on Thursday wrote
to Collectors of 18 dis-
tricts to undertake all
preparedness measures
to reduce the impact.

The letter was written
to Collectors of Ganjam,

Puri, Khurda, Jagat-
singhpur, Kendrapara,
Jajpur, Bhadrak,
Balasore, Nayagarh,
Cuttack, Mayurbhanj,
Keonjhar, Dhenkanal,
Malkangiri,  Koraput,

Rayagada and Kandha.
mal districts.

The Collectors were
direeted to undertake sev-
eral exigencies measures
on a priority basis to meet
with any Kind of eventu-
alities arising out of the
possible cyclone.

“District emergency,
operation centre and con-
trol rooms of other
offices must operate
round the clock with ade-
quate manpower. Please
see that all communica-
tion equipment like
phone, fax, ete are in
working condition. You
may check the satellite
phones and make test
calls,” the SRC said in the
letter:

NDMA and IMD and DG
NDRF.

The prime minister also
spoke about the need to
work to substantially
reduce the wvulnerability
of forests across the
diverse forest ecosystems
in the country against
fire hazards, enhance the
capabilities of forest per-
sonnel and institutions
for timely detection of a
possible fire. PTI

?h 1

Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrives after his Europe

visit, in New Delhi on Thursday.

—PTI
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“Take steps to avoid loss of life
due to heatwave or fire incidents’

A farmer burns stubble in a field following the harvest season, on the outskirts of
Amritsar, on Thursday

Pl

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Thursday chaired an
important meeting to review prepara-
tions for heatwave management and
monsoon preparedness in which he
stressed on the need to take all mea-
sures to avoid deaths due to heatwave
or fire incidents.

During the meeting, the India
Meteorological Department (IMD)
and the National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA) briefed
about the persistence of high temper-
atures in March-May 2022 across the
country, the Prime Minister’s Office
said in a statement.

Prime Minister Modi observed
that “we need to take all measures” to
avoid deaths due to heatwave or fire
incidents, according to the statement.

He also added that the response
time towards any such incidents
should be minimal. Modi stressed
that in view of rising temperatures,
regular hospital fire safety audits need
to be done.

Modi also spoke about the need
to work to substantially reduce the
vulnerability of forests across the
diverse forest ecosystems in the coun-
try against fire hazards, enhance the
capabilities of forest personnel and

institutions for timely detection of a
possible fire and for fighting fires, and
to speed up recovery after a fire event,
according to the statement.

Modi directed that in view of
upcoming monsoon, arrangements
for monitoring the quality of drink-
ing water need to be ensured to avoid
contamination and resultant spread
of water-borne diseases, the state-
ment said.

The PMO said that the need
for effective coordination between
Central and state agencies to ensure
preparedness of all systems for any
incidents in the wake of heatwave
and upcoming monsoon, was also
discussed in the meeting,

The meeting was attended by the
Principal Secretary to the Prime Min-
ister, advisors to PM, Cabinet Sec-
retary, Secretaries in the ministries
of ome, health, Jal Shakti, member
NDMA, DGs of the National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA) and
Indian Meteorological Department
(IMD) and DG NDRE

Meanwhile, around 1,100 trips of
various trains have been cancelled
across India to allow faster move-
ment of coal carriages to tackle criti-
cally low stocks at power plants in the
middle of blackouts and outages in
many states. Continved on P4
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PM calls for steps
to reduce floods,
‘heatwave deaths

Modi reviews preparations ahead of monsoon

SANJEEB MUKHERJEE
New Delhi, 5 May

Thursday called for taking steps to
reduce deaths on account of heat waves
or fire accidents, adding that the time taken
to respond to such events should be minimal.
Chairing a review meeting in the capital
on preparations for heatwaves and tackling
monsoons, Modi called for regular fire safety
audits of hospitals in view of rising tempera-
tures and taking steps to reduce the vulner-
ability of forests to fire hazards.

The prime minister advised all states to
prepare plans to combat flood and heat,
according to an official statement.

Modi also called upon the National
Disaster Response Force (NDRF) to develop
its deployment plan in flood-affected states.

“The active use of social media for sensi-
tising communities has to be widely adopted,”
the prime minister said, according to the
statement.

In view of the coming monsoon, Modi
asked officials to monitor the quality of drink-
ing water.

The meeting discussed how the Centre and
the states could coordinate in the event of
heat waves and floods.

The meeting was attended by the principal
secretary to the prime minister, advisors to
the prime minister, the cabinet secretary, the
secretaries to the ministries of home, health,
and jal shakti, and officials of the National
Disaster Management Authority and India
Meteorological Department (IMD).

Last week, the IMD said Northwest and
central India experienced their hottest April
in 122 years with average maximum tempera-
tures reaching 35.9 and 37.78 degree Celsius,
respectively.

Addressing a press conference, IMD
Director General Mrutyunjay Mohapatra said
Northwest and West-Central parts of the
country — Gujarat, Rajasthan, Punjab and
Haryana — would continue to experience
above normal temperatures in May as well.

Overall, in the country as a whole, the tem-
peratures in April 2022 were the fourth-high-
estin the past 122 years.

The heatwave, Mohapatra said, could have

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on

Canadaissues
traveladvisory

Canadahasissued a travel advisory
on heatwave and power outagesin
India and asked itscitizens to follow
theinstructions of local health
authorities. “A heatwave is affecting
India. The heatwave has caused
wildfires, power outages, and
damaged harvests. Wildfires may also
affect transportation, leading to train
service suspension and highway
closures,” said the Canadian
governmentinitsadvisoryissued on
Wednesday. ANEESH PHADNIS

a negative impact on agriculture and lower
the yields of standing crops, particularly in
Punjab, Haryana, and West UP.

He also said in May nights would be
warmer in most parts of the country, except
some regions of south peninsular India.

According to the IMD, the temperatures
rose abnormally in March and April this
year largely due to the absence of any western
disturbance.

Rain in March and April this year was 84
per cent deficient over Northwest India, 54
per cent short over Central India, but 40 per
cent excess over East and North-East India
and 38.5 per cent excess over Southern India.

On monsoon, the Met in its April forecast
had said that southwest monsoon over the
country as a whole in 2022 was expected to
be “normal” at 99 per cent of the long-period
average (LPA).

The LPA for June to September has now
been revised at 87 cm, based on the data col-
lected between 1971 and 2020.

Earlier, private weather forecasting agency
Skymet had said the southwest monsoon in
2022 was expected to be “normal” at 98 per
cent of the LPA. Skymet’s forecast too is with
an error margin of 5 per cent.



T. RAMAKRISHNAN
CHENNAI

A renewed focus on Tamil
Nadu’s rural economy and
water sector has been a strik-
ing feature of the DMK re-
gime, which is completing
one year in office on Friday.

The decision to present a
separate budget for agricul-
ture, the move to accord pro-
minence to “gram sabha”
meetings besides increasing
the frequency, and ensuring
the participation of farmers
in the execution of silt remo-
val from water courses in the
Cauvery delta, are among
the measures that the DMK
government has taken.

“With long-term plan-
ning, the government is pro-
viding encouragement to or-
ganic farming and it is
commendable that it has
named a wing at the Tamil
Nadu Agricultural University
after a prominent proponent
of the type of farming, Nam-
mazhvar, to improve organic
farming and research,” says
P.R. Pandian, a Mannargudi-
based farmer-leader. That is
not the only action of the go-
vernment to honour farm-
ers. For the purpose of pre-
serving, producing and
distributing the medicinally
valued traditional paddy va-
rieties to farmers, a mission
has been launched in the
name of another activist,
“Nel” Jayaraman.

Pointing out that the areas
of rural development and
panchayat raj has gained im-
portance in the last one year,
G. Palanithurai, veteran aca-
demician, says the participa-
tion of high profile personal-
ities such as Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin and Chief Secre-
tary V. Irai Anbu at “gram
sabha” meetings had sent
out the message that the go-
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A renewed push to rural and water
sectors marks first year of DMK rule

‘Areas of rural development and panchayat raj have gained prominence’
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Clearing hurdles: In the Cauvery delta, the Water Resources Department took up the project of

silt removal at a cost of around 67 crore last year. =m. moorTHY

vernment is keen on having
“deliberative democracy” at
the grassroots level. It is
commendable that the pre-
sence of rural local bodies’
representatives in school
management committees
has become more percepti-
ble in the recent months.

Making use of the Mahat-
ma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS),
around 95,000 works were
taken up to rejuvenate wa-
terbodies at a cost of
¥5,467.39 crore. Another key
activity that spurs the rural
economy is the govern-
ment’s plan to build about
2.9 lakh houses at ¥8,017.40
crore for the year 2021-22, of
which the construction of
around 1.04 lakh houses had
begun.

In the Cauvery delta, the
Water Resources Depart-
ment (WRD) took up the pro-
ject of silt removal, covering
about 4,215 km of rivers, ca-
nals, channels, branch ca-
nals and supply channels, at
a cost of around I67 crore
last year. Village-level com-
mittees, comprising farm-
ers’ representatives and offi-
cials of the departments of

Agriculture, Revenue and
Rural Development and Pan-
chayat Raj, were in place to
monitor the progress “on a
real-time basis and through
technology,” says a senior of-
ficial of the WRD.

Conscious of the criticism
that works were executed in
some stretches last year
when the water supply for ir-
rigation was to begin from
the Mettur dam, this time,
works began well in ad-
vance, the official adds. Ac-
cording to the Agriculture
department, the project of
silt removal did generate a
positive impact as paddy,
during the Kuruvai cultiva-
tion season, was raised over
an extent of 4.9 lakh acres,
the highest in 46 years. The
government had provided a
package of about ¥61 crore
for the season, benefitting
2.87 lakh farmers.

The WRD, which com-
menced the works of silt re-
moval covering nearly 4,300
km at a cost of ¥71.5 crore on
April 21, has planned to cov-
er the channels “A” by this
month end and channels “B”
by June 12, the scheduled
date for the opening of the
dam. Roughly, the two types

of channels run for a dis-
tance of 27,000 km in the
region.

Challenges ahead
There are several challenges
that the government is going
to have. Observing that wo-
men constitute over 50% of
village panchayats’ chiefs,
Prof. Palanithurai says con-
tinuous and rigorous train-
ing programmes are re-
quired for the presidents of
the village panchayats, who
will have to develop a deep
sense of responsibility for all
matters and issues concern-
ing their local bodies.
Likewise, a focussed pro-
gramme may be drawn up
for presidents belonging to
Scheduled Castes (SC). Mr
Pandian expects the govern-
ment to fulfil the ruling par-
ty’s electoral promise of rais-
ing the minimum support
price of ¥2,500 per quintal
for paddy and suggests that
authorities enter into mar-
keting agreements with
farmers for all the crops. Pe-
ople are also eagerly expect-
ing the government to imple-

ment measures to
permanently resolve the
problem of floods.
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FEco-restoration of
Vembanad in limbo

Water-carrying capacity of the lake
has shrunk by 78%., find studies

The Thanneermukkom barrage across the Vembanad lake.

SAM PAUL AL
ALAPPUZHA

Among a slew of projects an-
nounced by the government
for flood management in
Kuttanad in the wake of the
2018 deluge was a proposal
for the eco-restoration of
Vembanad Lake, a Ramsar
site. The praoject aimed at in-
creasing the waterbody’s
absorption capacity, ensur-
ing that the floodwaters
brought into the area by riv-
ers flow uninterruptedly to
the sea, has not reached
anywhere. Various studies
have found that the water
carrying capacity of the lake
has shrunk by 782 over a
period of time.

Major reason

A study by the Central Water
Commission observed a
drastic reduction in the car-
rving capacity of the lake as
one of the factors that led to
the flood in Kuttanad. The
report ‘A special package for
post-flood Kuttanad® pre-
pared by the State Planning
Board stated the “shrinkage
of surface area and depth of
the lake is a major reason
for the acuteness of Kutta-
nad floods.” “As much of the
monsoon water could be
stored in the lake itself ear-
lier, a decline in the size of
the lake intensified the risk
of flooding in Kuttanad. The
major reasons for the de-
cline in the water spread
area were unchecked en-
croachments, reclamation
of the lake area and the rise
of the lake bed due to silt-
ing.” the report noted.

In the State Budget for
2020-21, the government an-
nounced that the absorp-
tion capacity of backwaters
would be enhanced by me-
chanised lifting of muddy
sludge, for which 10 crore
was earmarked. Besides,
the budget also proposed a
“massive scheme™ with fi-
nancial assistance from the
Kerala Infrastructure Invest-
ment Fund Board to remove

sludge and sediment from
the lake and canals linked to
it. The succeeding budgets
also saw funds being set
aside for the lake cleaning
activities.

Now, almost four years af-
ter the deluge, Vembanad
remains silted, heavily pol-
luted and infested with inva-
sive aquatic weeds. “Vemba-
nad Lake desilting is a
multi-year project spread
across several districts. Dis-
cussions have been taking
place at various levels of the
government but the physi-
cal work has not yvet begun.
We are awaiting a report on
the lake from the Kerala Un-
iversity of Fisheries and
Ocean Studies. Once the re-
port is available, we will pre-
pare the detailed project re-
port,” said an Irrigation
Department official.

Desilting

While the lake desilting re-
mains on paper, declogging
and desilting of canals/
drainage channels and bund
strengthening activities are
making slow progress in
Kuttanad. The deepening of
the leading channel of the
Thottappally spillway, reno-
vation of the spillway shut-
ters and the proposal to
keep open the shutters of
the Thanneermukkom bund
at least for one year for
cleaning Kuttanad by letting
in saltwater remain unful-
filled. Desilting of rivers in-
cluding Pamba, Meenachil,
Achankowvil and Manimala
as part of the Room for River
project is making progress,
albeit slowly.

The official said the go-
vernment had accorded ad-
ministrative sanction for a
T70 crore project for bund
formation and deepening of
the channel from Veeyapu-
ram to Thottapally. The de-
partment has submitted a
project worth ¥58 crore for
eco-restoration of areas up-
stream of Vembanad Lake to
the government.



K. LAKSHMI
CHENNAL

The city will receive its share
of Krishna water from And-
hra Pradesh in a few days.
Water was released from the
Kandaleru reservoir in And-
hra Pradesh on Thursday to
cater to the city’s summer
water needs.

At present, the five major
reservoirs that largely feed
drinking water to the city
have a total storage of 7.4
thousand million cubic feet
(tmeft), which is nearly
63.24% of their capacity as
on Thursday. About 162 mil-
lion litres of water (mld) is
being conveyed from the
Veeranam tank daily to aug-
ment water supply in the ci-
ty. The current storage in the
reservoirs in and around the
city will last for six months.

Officials of the Water Re-
sources Department (WRD)
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Krishna water released to
cater to city’s summer needs

The outflow will be steadily stepped up to 1,500 cusecs in the coming days

Minimising loss: Repair work in the Kandaleru-Poondi Canal
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will continue till the water reaches Uthukottai. =«.ricHuman

said about 500 cusecs (cubic
feet per second) of water was
discharged from the Kandal-
eru reservoir on Thursday.
The water release would be
steadily stepped up to 1,500
cusecs in the coming days.
“We have requested And-
hra Pradesh authorities to
release 500 cusecs. It will
translate to 1.25 tmcft of wa-
ter every month. Storage in

the reservoirs could be built
by another 4 or 5 tmcft be-
fore the onset of the north-
east monsoon,” said an offi-
cial. The Kandaleru
reservoir has a storage of
nearly 42 tmcft, which is suf-
ficient to continue water re-
lease to the city.

The city’s daily water sup-
ply can be sustained till the
summer of next year with

the receipt of Krishna water
for four months even if the
monsoon fails to bring adeq-
uate rainfall, the WRD offi-
cial noted. Chennai is now
being supplied with 1,026.24
mld of water and of this,
nearly 961.91 mld is being
provided to  domestic
consumers.

It may be recalled that the
WRD had earlier sought wa-
ter release to be put off till
May as the waterbodies were
filled to the brim in January
when the city was due to re-
ceive Krishna water.

The WRD plans to conti-
nue the construction of con-
crete lining in the Kandaleru-
Poondi (K-P) Canal till the
water reaches Uthukottai,
the canal’s Tamil Nadu bor-
der.

It is crucial to facilitate
free flow of water and mini-
mise loss, an official said.
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'Saveair, water &land of Punjab
byendmg traditionalcropcycle'

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, 5 MAY

unjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on
Thursday called upon
the farmers tosave the
air, water and land of Pun-
jab by getting rid of the tra-
ditional crop cycle and adopt-
ing alternative crops which
take less time and water.
Addressing the gathering
onthe state level functionto
mark the 289th birth anniver-
saryof Maharaja Jassa Singh
Ramgarhia at Punjab Agri-
cultural University Ludhi-
ana, the CM said he was
constantly engaged in brain-
storming discussions with the
agriculture experts tosave the
ground water for past several
days asitis the most crucial
issue confronted by all of us

besides a worrisome problem
to for our future genera-
tions.

Seeking cooperation from
people especially the farm-
ers, Mann said his govern-
ment's intentions were crys-
talclear to save Punjab and
several major decisions would
betaken soon with the sup-
portof farmers to boost crop
diversification.

He also said the govern-
ment would extend all pos-
sible help to those who were
adopting crop diversifica-
tion.

The CM also appealed to
the farmers to sow paddyonly
during the monsoonseason
so that groundwater could be
saved enormously. Express-
ing deep concern overthe fast
depleting groundwater, the
CM said, "Itis our collective

dutytosave this precious nat-
uralresource for future gen-
erations,”.

Mann said Punjab was
badly under the rife of cor-
ruption and mafia which
would soon be eradicated.
He said leaders of previous
governments were hand in
glove to enjoy government
facilities for the past many
decades despite losing the
elections.

He said thatsuchleaders
were still notreadyto give up
governmentfacilities includ-
ing government accommo-
dations, but due to tough deci-
sions being taken byhis gov-
ernment it won't happen
anymore.

The Chief Minister said
that the leaders of the pre-
vious governments used to
take decisions for theirown

Mann completes 50 daysinoffice

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, 5 MAY

Announcing a recruitment
drive on completionof 50 days
of Aam Aadmi Party (AAF)
government in office, Pun-
jab Chief MinisterBhagwant
Mann onThursday reiterat-
ed his government's com-
mitment to give jobs to the
eligible candidates on the
basis of their educational
qualifications strictlyaccord-
ing to the merit.

Affirming the entire
recruitment process to be
accomplished in an absohite-
ly transparentand fairman-
ner, the CM said any sort of
unfair practices in terms of
recommendations or bribery
would absolutely find no
placein the ongoingrecruit-
ment drive.

Inavideo message, Mann
said the recruitment for
26,454 vacancies in 25 dif-
ferent departments would
be accomplished in a cor-

vested interests after coming
to power.

"But now it is only 50
days since my government
came to power, during which
many pro-people decisions
have been taken,” he said,
adding many more major
decisionswouldbe takenin

ruption free and impartial
manner.

Hesaid the state govern-
ment had already issued a
detailed advertisement in
thenewspapers, mentioning
the number of vacancies,
recruiting agency and links
of departmental websites
for recruitment details to
facilitate the candidates,
whowish to applyaccording
to their ed ucational qualifi-
cations.

Promising enormousjob
opportunitiesfor the youth,
Mann said that the state
government would soon
come up with far more gov-
ernment and private jobs
soastoprovide livelihood to
enablethem tolead a life with
dignity.

He also referred to several
pro-people initiativeslikely
to be taken by his government
whichwould be announced
in the Annual General Bud-
get2022-23 during the bud-
getsessioninthe Assembly.

the coming days for the wel-
fare of the state.

Mann assured the youth
of Punjab his government
would create opportunities
for their better future in Pun-
jab and no one would have
to go abroad for employ-
ment.
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