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Uran staring at water cut as
Ransai dam water depletes

G. Mohiuddin Jeddy

htmumbai@hindustantimes.com

URAN: Uran, grappling with a
two-day water cut, now braces
for a three-day water shortage as
the Ransai dam, its vital water
source, nears depletion.

With the present dam level
reported to be adequate only for
supply till May 15, Maharashtra
Industrial Development Corpo-
ration (MIDC) water supply
department authorities are plan-
ning to extend the water cut by a
day to help the supply last till
June. The water shortage for
Uran residents is worsening this
summer. Even after the Ransai
Dam catchment area receiving
substantial rainfall last year,

resulting in the dam overflowing
in July, the subsequent monsoon
was inadequate. Now there is
pressure due to the expected
evaporation of water in summer
and the increased demand for
water in the region due to sev-
eral mega projects, industrialisa-
tion, and urbanisation.

The Ransai dam, serving
21-gram panchayats in Uran
taluka, is in a critical situation.
Originally designed to hold 10
million cubic metres of water, it
now holds less than 7 million
cubic metres due to silt accumu-
lation over 45 years. With only 2
million cubic metres remaining
and the water level at 97 feet, the
supply is forecasted to last only
until May 15. As the supply from

Ransai diminishes, MIDC strug-
gles to provide sufficient water
to Uran, particularly with no
additional supply from Heta-
wane, leading to the gram pan-
chayats experiencing water cuts
first. Vithal Pachpund, the dep-
uty engineer at MIDC, empha-
sised impact of urbanisation and
industrialisation, implementing
a two-day water cut in the region
and urging further water conser-
vation to ensure supply until the
monsoon arrives in June, Local
activist Dashrath Mhatre high-
lighted the dwindling water
stock and proposed solutions
such as cleaning the dam’s silt or
raising its wall height, though a
pending proposal for the latter
remains unresolved.
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Bengaluru and Cape Town; A tale of two cities hit by water scarcity
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Villagers carry water frnm wells theg.r dug to overcome
the water scarcity in many villages in Adilabad district.

Water problem
haunts adivasis

PILLALAMARRI
SRINIVAS | DC
POCHAMPALLI, APRIL 5

Madavi Annapurna Bai of
Pochampally willage in
Sirikonda mandal of
Adilabad district has
been in a pensive mood
since the onset of sum-
mer, haunted by the
deaths of her husband
and son in April last yvear.

Her husband Madawi
Sonerao, 52, and son
Suryvabhan, 20, slipped
into a well that deepened
using an earthmowver,
while performing a spe-
cial puja to the well. The
son slipped from the soil
heap fiell into the well and
the father, who tried to

save Survabhamn, also
drowned. Only two of
three borewells are func-
tional and cater to the
needs of 34 families in
Pochampalli village.
Sonerao’s other SOOI
Rajasekhar said that thew
had spent 50,000 to deep-
en the old well.

Madavi Jai Sheela of
Pochampalli said they
were not getting drinking
water under Mission
Bhagiratha for a long
time though there are
pipelines.

Villagers dug wells and
borewells with their own
money to owvercome the
water scan:].t].r in many
wvillages in the unleJ_ded
Adilabad district area.
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