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GRMB meet
with T & AP
reps today

Vijayawada: The Godavari
River Management Board
(GRMB) has convened a me-
eting with officialsof Andh-
ra Pradesh and Telangana
on Tuesday todiscuss vario-
us issues, including han-
ding over of projects in the
Godavari basin. The mee-
ting has been convened as
per the instructions of
Union jal shakti ministry.

Interestingly, neither
AP nor Telangana is ready
to hand over the projects to
GRMB, with the former as-
king the Centre to constitu-
te a tribunal for allocation
of waters between the two
Telugu states to avoid furt-
herdisputes in future. Sour-
cessaidthe Centre hasagre-
ed to set up the tribunal to
bring all long-standing dis-
putestoanend,astheaward
(verdict) of the tribunal is
considered irrevocable and
equivalent to any Supreme
Court judgment.

AP hasraised objections
to Telangana taking up mo-
re lift irrigation projects to
tap Godavari waters.
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In ablow-by-blow expose of
Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy’s lies on the fate of
the joint projects in the Kr-
ishna river basin and water
sharing, BRS leader and for-
mer Minister T Harish Rao
on Monday presented docu-
mentary evidence, which
showed that neither the BRS
government nor former
Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao had ever
signed any agreement to
hand over the irrigation
projects to river manage-
ment boards.

Chandrashekhar Rao and
the BRS government had re-
peatedly insisted on Telan-
gana’s concerns being ad-
dressed before any
component of the projects
were handed over to the
boards, he said, citing the
summary record of discus-
sions of the 17th meeting of
the Krishna River Manage-
ment Board (KRMB) on
May 10, 2023, wherein
Telangana had not agreed to
the transfer of components
of the Nagarjuna Sagar and
Srisailam, and stressed that
the matter be referred to the
Apex Council to discuss
common assets.

Harish Rao, who con-
demned the foul language
used by Revanth Reddy in
Sunday’s press conference,
said the Chief Minister’s ar-
guments were baseless as he
had hardly any knowledge
of the underlying facts.
Whether it was in the KRMB
meetings or even at the
Apex council, the former
BRS government had stuck
to its stand without yielding
to the pressure of the Centre
and had refused to hand
over operational control
over the joint projects and
their outlets.

At the 16th meeting of the
KRMB held on May 27, 2022,
Andhra Pradesh had readily
offered to hand over the
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Projects row: Harish
exposes Revanth’s lies

Presents documentary proof that shows BRS govt didn’t agree to handover

CALLING OUT THE BLUFF

WHETHER IT WAS IN KRMB MEETINGS OR AT THE APEX COUNCIL, FORMER BRS
GOVT STUCK TO ITS STAND WITHOUT YIELDING TO THE CENTRE’S PRESSURE. IT
ALSO REFUSED TO HAND OVER OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF THE JOINT PROJECTS
AND THEIR OUTLETS, SAYS HARISH

information against Gong govt
© KCR gave nod to handing over
distribution of Krishna, Godavari
waters to Centre when AP State
Reorganisation Act was framed

© Handing overvcv»f prolects to 6entre
ini P

the water to AP, which otherwise
should have come to TS

© Previous BRS govt agreed to hand

over 15 projects to KRMB
© KCR accepted to hand over

projects in 17th KRMB
meeting

© Harish, Nayini Narsimha
Reddy were
Ministers when
decision
to enhance
capacity of
Pothireddypadu
was taken

‘ /

projects to the Board,
whereas Telangana had de-
clined to part with them
without addressing its con-
cerns. Presenting the con-
sensus decision taken at the
meeting, the Member Secre-
tary of the Board had made it
clear that though AP had
agreed for handing over the
projects, the decision of the
Telangana government on
the operational control of

REVANfﬁ REdDY’S
ALLEGATION

© KCR, Harish spreading misleading

ntly divert

HARISH RAO’S

REPLY

© 16TH MEETING OF KRMB: Board Member Secretary said

though AP agreed for handing over projects, decision
of TS govt on operational control of projects and

components “awaited

© 17TH MEETING OF KRMB: TS Irrigation Secretary
informed KRMB that TS was not for handing over

addressed

projects without issues involved in water sharing being

© SECOND APEX COUNCIL MEETING: KCR openly stated
that Krishna projects cannot be handed over to KRMB

without resolving issues; AP CM YS Jaganmohan

© JAL SHAKTI MEETING ON JAN 17, 2024: TS, AP agreed to
. hand over projects within a month

the projects and their com-
ponents was “awaited”, Har-
ish Rao said, presenting doc-
umentary proof for the
same.

At the 17th meeting of the
KRMB as well, the Telan-
gana Irrigation Secretary
had made it clear that the
State was not for handing
over the projects without all
other issues involved in
water sharing between the

\"\\ © LETTER TO SECRETARY, JAL SHAKTI, JAN 27,
|\ 2024: TS govt writes to Jal Shakti claiming
minutes of

Delhi meeting wrongly

FOLLOW-UP MEETING
BY KRMB ON FEB 1:
U-turn again with
E-in-Cs of both States

agreeing to hand
over management of
projects to KRMB

two States being addressed.
Even at the second apex
council meeting chaired by
the Union Minister for Jal
Shakti, Chandrashekhar Rao
had openly stated that the
Krishna projects could not
be handed over to the KRMB
without resolving the whole
gamut of issues involved as it
would be against the inter-
ests of the State. Stating that
the truth would speak for

the BRS and prove who
made real sacrifices for
Telangana and who had
fallen to the lure of berths,
Harish Rao also quoted min-
utes of the meeting held
with the Irrigation Secre-
taries and E-in-Cs of both
States on January 17 by the
union Secretary for Jal
Shakti in New Delhi after
Revanth Reddy assumed
charge.

U-turn in Congress rule
Officials of Telangana had
given the concurrence for
handing over the projects
along with their outlets
within a month, thus taking
a U-turn in the stand of
Telangana after the Con-
gress came to power.

Harish Rao pointed out
that Irrigation officials
wrote to the Ministry of Jal
Shakti correcting their stand
only when they were ques-
tioned and condemned by
him after going through the
minutes. But the State offi-
cials repeated their mistake
at the latest KRMB meeting
too.

Officials of both Telan-
gana and Andhra Pradesh
had gone on record express-
ing their willingness to hand
over the management of the
projects to the KRMB, the
BRS leader said.

Harish Rao questioned as
to why the State govern-
ment had preferred to be
silent when the Srisailam
project continued to be
under the operational con-
trol of AP while allowing the
CRPF to guard the NSP dam,
which was under the opera-
tional control of Telangana
till December 28, 2023.

Irrigation officials and po-
lice personnel from Telan-
gana were denied entry by
the CRPF to the dam site for
even taking up maintenance
works, he pointed out, again
citing documents.

(SEE PAGE 2)
(‘CONGRESS GOVT IN STATE
OF CONFUSION’ PAGE 5)
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Projects row: Harish exposes

Revanth’s lies

On the Pothireddypadu issue, Harish
Rao pointed out that Congress lead-
ers from Telangana, including N
Uttam Kumar Reddy, Komatireddy
Venkat Reddy and others, who were
part of the YS Rajasekhara Reddy
Cabinet in 2005, had remained tight-
lipped when the Pothireddypadu
Head Regulator was widened, fur-
ther facilitating drawl of more than
the permitted volume.

Dismissing Revanth Reddy’s alle-
gation that the widening work on
Pothireddypadu was executed when
he and late Nayini Narsimha Reddy
were part of the YSR Cabinet, Harish
Rao said they had resigned from the
Cabinet on July 4, 2005, protesting
against the injustice meted out to
Telangana, the non-implementation
of GO No. 610, the construction of
the Pulichintala project without ad-
dressing the concerns of Telangana

and the continued encounter killings
of naxalites without calling them for
talks. Three months after their exit,
the YSR Cabinet issued GO No. 170
on September 13, 2005, and GO No.
233 on December 19,2005, for widen-
ing the Pothireddypadu head regula-
tor. The TRS had then moved an ad-
journment motion in the House,
opposing the augmentation of
Pothireddypadu, which was in-
tended to benefit Rayalaseema at the
cost of Telangana and the delta re-
gion. But the motion was disallowed
in the House by the then Speaker.
The TRS members had stalled the
House on the issue for 40 days.
However, the Chief Minister was
blaming the BRS with a pack of lies,
Harish Rao said, reiterating that he
would present more proof for Re-
vanth Reddy’s blatant lies once the
Assembly session began.

Page 5

‘Congress govt is in
state of confusion’

BRS leader says Telangana entitled to much larger water share

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

Congress leaders, who were
trying to point fingers at the
previous BRS government
over the takeover of Krishna
basin projects — Nagarjuna
Sagar Dam and Srisailam
along by the Krishna River
Management Board, were
never on the frontlines of
the fight for Telangana State
or its interests, said V
Prakash Rao, BRS leader and
former chairman, Telangana
Water Resources Develop-
ment Corporation.

Having come to power,
now they need to take a le-
gitimate stand on the issue
to serve the interests of the
State in the long run, he said.
Talking to ‘Telangana
Today’, he said the need of
the hour was to ensure that
the tone and tenor of the
voice of both the govern-
ment and the opposition
were the same and reflected
their sincere approach to
safeguard the interest of the
State.

The govt should take a legitimate stand on the issue to serve the
interests of the State in the long run, says Prakash Rao.

He explained that the BRS
government had for the last
10 years been relentlessly
fighting for an equal share in
Krishna waters. It had
staked a claim for sharing
water with Andhra Pradesh
on a 50:50 ratio. “But in fact,
Telangana is entitled to a
much larger greater share.
Nearly 68 per cent of the Kr-
ishna basin falls within
Telangana. Our rightful en-
titlement should be 68 per
cent based on the extent of

the river basin compared to
AP. But unfortunately, the
new government is yet to
spell out its stand,” he said.
It is hard to understand
why the Congress govern-
ment could not mount pres-
sure on the Centre for shar-
ing of Krishna water
between the two Telugu
States on a 50:50 ratio. The
government seemed to be in
a state of confusion over the
water issues. They cannot
justify their blame game as

the need of the hour was
water, No government can
afford to be complacent on
such serious issues. The
government’s stand on Kr-
ishna river water sharing
smacks of ignorance,
Prakash Rao said.

The Chief Minister had
gone on record seeking to
involve Karnataka to re-
solve the issue. This would
be a blunder on his part.
Both the Telugu States
would stand to lose on this
count. Initially, we also
thought on the same lines
but realised ultimately that
Karnataka had nothing to do
with the en bloc allotment
given to the undivided AP to
be shared between the
residuary States, he said.
Leaders such as Konda
Surekha and N Uttam
Kumar Reddy were part of
the YSR government that
was responsible for the
water issues to crop up. But
they never raised their voice
against the water loot de-
priving Telangana of its ri-
parian share, he noted.
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Uttam: Will never give
state projects to KRMB

Says BRS spreading misinformation; faults KCR for issues

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, FEB. 5

Irrigation and civil sup-
plies minister N. Uttam
Kumar Reddy on Monday
attacked the BRS for
spreading misinforma-
tion about irrigation
projects and categorical-
Iy sought to refute allega-
tions that the Congress
government handed over
control of Telangana's
projects to the Krishna
River Management
Board (KRMB).

Addressing a press con-
ference at Dr B.R.
Ambedkar Telangana
Secretariat, Uttam
Kumar Reddy said: “The
Congress government
took charge on December
7, 2023, and in the past 56
days, the proposal was
never considered, and
the government would
never hand over the con-
trol to KRMB.”

He said that the then
TRS government should
have insisted on a bigger
share of Krishna water
for Telangana in 2014. “In
river basins, river water
sharing is decided based
on catchment area,
drought-prone area. pop-
ulation, and cultivable
area. However, injustice
was done to Telangana
on all parameters,” he
said.

Reading out the min-
utes of the KRMB meet-
ing, he pointed out that it
was the BRS government
that agreed to hand over
the projects to KRMEB,
and the same was reflect-
ed in the documents of
the 2023-24 Budget pre-
sented by K.
Chandrashekar Rao. He
cited the BRS govern-
ment  allocating 200
crore for maintenance.

Uttam Kumar Reddy
said: "It was the KCR
government that facili-
tated the AP government
to float tenders for the
Rayvalaseema Lift
Irrigation schemes by
postponing the Apex
Council meeting.”

He criticised the
Chandrashekar Rao gov-
ernment for failing to
utilise about seven TMC
ft of Krishna water that
comes to Telangana and
allowing Andhra
Pradesh to draw 8 TMC fi
per day from Srisailam.
He highlighted that on
May 5, 2020, the AP gov-
ernment issued GO No
203 in this regard.

Uttam Kumar Reddy
said that the KCR govern-
ment wasted public
money in the guise of
irrigation projects.

“The Kaleshwaram
praoject was constructed
by spending about
95,000 crore, but not
even one lakh acres were
irrigated. With the

COUNTER UTTAM ALLEGES THAT IT WAS THE
ATTACK BRS GOVERNMENT THAT AGREED TO
HAND OVER THE PROJECTS TO KRMB

THE SAME
was reflected in

ASSERTS...

THE CHANDRASHEKAR
RAO government
failed to utilise
about

7 TMC ft

of Krishna water that
comes to Telangana and
allowed Andhra
Pradesh to draw

8 TMC ft

per day from Srisailam.

UTTAM KUMAR
HIGHLIGHTED that
on May 5, 2020, the
AP government
issued GO No 203 in
il this regard.

UTTAM SAID that

the KCR govern-

ment wasted public
money in the

W guiseof

irrigation
projects.

It was the KCR government that
facilitated the AP government to
float tenders for the Rayalaseema
Lift Irrigation schemes by postpon-

ing the Apex Council meeting.
N. UTTAM KUMAR REDDY
Irrigation and civil supplies minister

the documents of
the 2023-24
Budget presented
by K. Chandra-
shekar Rao

BRS likely to hold public
meet on Krishna water

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, FEB. 5

The BRS is expected to
hold a public meeting in
Nalgonda district with
two lakh people in the
third week of February
to explain to the people
the issues around
Krishna water sharing
and handing over of proj-
ects to the Krishna River
Management Board
(KRMB), sources said.
Earlier, BRS legislator
T. Harish Rao accused
Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy of dis-
plaving arrogance and
disseminating mislead-
ing statements, half-
truths, and sophistry
regarding the handover
of projects to the KRMEB.
Addressing the media,
Harish Rao stated that
Revanth Reddy, despite
his earlier commitment
to refrain from personal
attacks, had challenged
him to discuss the proj-
ects’ handover issue in

T. Harish Rao

the Assembly. Harish
Rao asserted, “The truth
that K. Chandrashekar
Rao did not hand over
the projects to the Centre
for 10 years, and the
Congress is giving them
in just two months can-
not be hidden."

He referred to KRMB
meeting minutes, indi-
cating the handover
within the next month,
with engineers requiring
CRPF permission for
inspections.

Challenging the CM,
Harish Rao demanded
condemnation if media

reports on the states’
responsibility for project
maintenance were incor-
rect.

Questioning why engi-
neers-in-chief accepted
the handover and dis-
cussed emplovee salar-
ies, Harish Rao claimed
the Congress responded
only after his inquiries.
He refuted Chandras-
hekar Rao's approval
claims, emphasising
their sacrifice in the
Pothireddypadu issue.

Harish Rao recalled the
former chief minister's
opposition to Rayala-
seema and Pothired-
dypadu projects during
the Assembly stall in
2005. He called on Reva-
nth Reddy to acknowl-
edge his party's role in
state bifurcation.

He said that Union jal
shaktl minister Gajend-
ra Singh Shekhawat had
told BRS MPs who met
him recently that the
handover of projects was
closed issue.

Medigadda and other two
barrages suffering dam-
ages, the entire project
has come to a standstill.
Similarly., the cost of
Palamuru Rangareddy
was escalated, and
despite spending 27,500
crore, not a single acre
was cultivated. All proj-
ects in undivided
Mahbubnagar district,
like KEalwakurthy,
Bhimasagar and Koyal

Sagar, were Kept pend-
ing,” he said.

The minister also rapp-
ed BRS leader T. Harish
Rao for gquestioning his
role in the Telangana
statehood movement.

He said that Telangana
became a reality due to
the all-party meeting
convened by the then
Union home minister P
Chidambaram, and he
had played a crucial role

in it. He alleged that BRS
leaders were “blackmail-
ers” even during the
statehood movement.
Uttam Kumar Reddy
alleged that AP Chief
Minister Jagan Mohan
Reddy, at the instance of
Chandrashekar Rao,
deliberately sent forces
to Magarjunasagar ahead
of Assembly elections in
a bid to influence the
electoral outcome.
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