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1,000 borewells sealed,
¥70-crore fine slapped

@ﬂmesgmup com

New Delhi: Over 11,000 illegal
borewells have been sealed by
district authorities till August
31 with Delhi Pollution Control
Committee imposing an envi-
ronmental damage compensa-
tion of Rs 70.65 crore on viola-
tors, a report submitted by the
DPOC to the Nationzl Green
Tribunal (NGT) hasrevealed.
Thereportstated thata total
of 19,661 illegal borewells have
been identified in Delhi. Of the-
se, 11,235 illegal borewells have
been sealed while the remai-
ning 8,426 are yet to be sealed.
DPCC has impoged an envi-
ronmental compensation of Rs
70,65 crore on over 18,000 viola-
tors. Of the Rs 70.65 crore, only
Rs 23.8 lakh has been recovered
till August 31 with DPCC clai-
ming that recovery has been
slow dueto the Covid pandemie
Atameeting by the chief se-
cretary on illegal extraction of
groundwater, it was decided
that DelhiJal Board would pre-
pare the listof illegal horewells
while the revenue departiment
would supervise the closure ac-
tion of such illegal borewells.
DPCC was assigned the task to
impose environmental damage
compensation on the violators
asper thelist provided by DIB.
DPCC, in its veport, stated:

“Due to the continuing pande- -

mic, the process of recovery is
very slow and revente authori-
ties are not able to spare their
manpower for taking action.
Many units had mentioned the-

* ir inability or delay in deposi-

compensation due to the Covid
pandemicand low economic ac-
tivity during the last few
months since Mareh 2020. They
have also mentioned that the
unprecedented  health crisis
and emergency, coupled with
steep downfall in the revenue
edarning due to the lockdown,
has broughtdowntheeconomic
activities to the lowest level.”
DPCC added, “In case of re-
maining units, recovery certifi-
cates wereissued to the concer-
ned district magistrates/
SDMs, torecover theamountas
arrears of land revenue from

the remaining units which ha-

ve not deposited environmen-
tal damages compensation.”
The data by DPCC showed
thatof the total19,661 identified
illegal borewells, the highest
were found in North-West dis-
trict (8,299), followed by South-

West district(8,681). North-West
district, meanwhile, has acted
against 5,814 illegal borewells
but2,485are yet tobesealed.
Similarly, outof thet,681il-
legal borewells in South-West
distriet, only 1,410 have been
sealed till August 31 while
5,271 are still left to besealed.
The Ceniral Ground Water
Board, in its'2019 report, had
declared North-West and So-
uth-West districts to be in the
semi-critical category with
groundwater withdrawal far
exceedingrecharging by rain,
Acconding to the status re-
port, North-East is the only dis-
trict where no illegal borewell
has been identified. Four dis-
tricts — East, Shahdara, New
Delhi and South — which have
identified 116, 552, 75 and 84 ille-
galb?orewells. respectively have
sealed allof them by August 3L
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Delhi divided into 3 zones for 24X7
water supply project, say officials

NEW DELHI: Delhi has been
divided into three zones for the
city government’s ambitious
scheme to provide 24X7 water
supply to every household by
2024, according to officials.

“The entire project area has
been divided into three parts
— East and Northeast Zone,
South and Southwest Zone,
and West and Northwest Zone,”
an official said.

The project will cover 77
percent of the capital’s popu-
lation. At present, 12 percent
of the population is covered
under three pilot projects for
24X7 water supply in Malviya
Nagar, Vasant Vihar and Nan-
gloi areas.

Around 11 percent of the
population will be covered
under 24X7 water supply proj-
ects being undertaken in the
command areas of Wazirabad
and Chandrawal water treat-
ment plans, an official said.

A contractor will be
appointed for every zone and it
will have to complete the reha-

b
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bilitation and construction to
create necessary infrastructure
in five years from the date of
handover of designated areas.

Thereafter, the contractor
will operate and maintain water
supply and sewage systems in
their area for 15 years.

The Delhi Jal Board has
already appointed a consultant
to prepare tender documents
for selection of contractors,
officials said.

The contractor will be
responsible for designing, con-
structing, laying, renovating,
and rehabilitating water supply

and sewage facilities.

The contractor will also be
responsible for meter reading,
bill generation of bills, revenue
collection and integrating with
the DJB’s revenue management
system.

The DJB will be responsi-
ble for operation and mainte-
nance of water treatment plants
and sewage treatment plants,
primary underground reser-
voirs (UGRs) and transmission
mains from WTPs to primary
UGRs and from there to sec-
ondary UGRs.

Terminal sewer pumping
stations and trunk sewers will
operate under the DJB. The
water utility will provide new
connections and disconnect
the illegal ones.

With the implementation
of the 24X7 water supply sys-
tem, the government targets
bringing down non-revenue
water (NRW) to 15 percent in
a phased manner.

NRW means water lost due
to leakages or theft before it

reaches the consumer.

In Delhi, where lakhs of
people rely on illegal borewells
and private tankers, 42 per cent
of water gets stolen or leaked.

On an average, each house-
hold in Delhi gets around four
hours of water supply per day.

The DJB supplies around
935 million gallons of water
per day (MGD) against the
demand of 1,140 MGD.

“The utility has been simul-
taneously working on multiple
water augmentation projects
which will yield results over the
next few years,” another offi-
cial said.

The DJB plans to discharge
treated effluent of high qual-
ity at Palla and lift it at Wazi-
rabad for further treatment.
This project, the first-ever of
its kind in India, will give an
additional 95 MGD of water
by December 2024.

The capital will get another
50 MGD of water from Him-
achal Pradesh by December
2022. Pl
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River flow
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HE way the two governments of Telugu-speaking States in the
recently held Krishna River Board presented their cases and the
arguments made outside in newspapers and TV debates by the sup-
porters of respective viewpoints unfortunately suffer from the ab-
sence of ‘ecological view’. All the experts on the water resources be-
lieve that lot of misuse has happened regarding the river waters
because of ill planning and forgetting the ecosystem needs in the
construction of dams. The rivers which once carried massive waters
into the sea are now almost struggling to complete their natural
course of flow and ending up in the sea.
The most important question the environmentalists engaged in
the study of the rivers faced is, “how long the rivers will survive if
the exploitation of rivers continues unabated and what will happen

to the ecosystems associated
with those rivers? The massive
impact threatening the produc-
tive coastal ecosystems is doc-
umented elsewhere and that
should be a lesson to the states
which are served by Krishna
and Godavari Rivers. There is a
feeling that being the upper ri-
parian state they are safe from
the negative impacts of the
“death of the river” as they feel
ecosystem damage is at the
river confluence area and hit
the delta only.

The gangrene damage to a
part of the body when left un-
treated will spread to the entire
body leading to the death says
the medical science and the
same applies to the ecosystem.
If the fag end of the river dies
because of the restricted flow of
rivers downstream through the
competitive construction of the
dams to impound water the
time may not be far away for the
negative impact of the ‘dead
river’ reach the upper riparian
States.

Both the States are bent on
using the river water till the last
drop and the officials and irri-
gation experts of the respective
states are apparently seeing the
Krishna river water reaching
the Bay of Bengal as a
“wastage”. One state accused
the other as ‘irresponsible’ in
releasing the water through
power generation while the

River water flowing into
the sea is an important
ecological phenomenon
happening to protect the
coastal ecosystem and
this should be noted by
all the leaders especially
the lower riparian state
Andhra Pradesh. Rivers
have to carry freshwater
into the sea for the
health of the coast. The
absence of such
freshwater flow is known
to affect the coastal
ecosystems especially the
highly productive
mangroves and mud
flats. Report from the
West coast where the
River Narmada is not
reaching the ocean for
many months of the year
records the moving in of
the sea into the land
leading to the increased
salinity, soil degradation.
Such intrusion has
already reported in the
Krishna district almost
up to 20 km.

other retorted by labelling the other ‘inefficient in water manage-
ment’. This high decibel, motivated arguments are made without
consideration to the serious issue of river ecology with which the

world is grappling.

The major river institutes are worried about the dying rivers as
they fear the increasing threats to the rivers from the impact of cli-
mate change, population growth and pollution. As population grows
and the politicians make false promises on water access to the

. gullible voters ignoring the reducing flow of waters in the rivers due

to the anthropogenic activities. Without concern to the health of
the rivers because of the reduced water flow in the rivers and threats
being posed for the preservation of the integrity of the aquatic
ecosystems new projects on the rivers are taken up by the States.
The researchers, across the world, foresee the dying up of the rivers
in near future unless there is a change in the mindset of people and
their leaders on the river water utilisation.

River water flowing into the Sea is not awaste butis an important
ecological phenomena happening to protect the coastal ecosystem
and this should be noted by all the leaders especially the lower ri-
parian state Andhra Pradesh. Rivers have to carry freshwater into
the sea for the health of the coast. The absence of such fresh water
flow is known to effect the coastal ecosystems especially the highly
productive mangrove and mud flats. Report from the west coast
where the river Narmada is not reaching the ocean for many months
of the year records the moving in of the sea into the land leading to
the increased salinity, soil degradation.

The saltwater intrusion into the ground is reportedly on the move
hitting the industries in that area. Such intrusion has already re-
ported in the Krishna district almost up to 20 Kms . This is because
the river water which pushes the sea water out through its natural
flow is not happening because of impounding water in reservoirs in
the upstream.

Krishna and Godavari deltas are very close to each other and to-
gether they support almost 10 million people in area of 12,700 sq.
Kms. This is predominantly agricultural area producing paddy and
currently shrimp culture is happening, in high intensity, contribut-
ing to salinity raise in the ground. The increase in salinity is likely
hit the paddy production and these fields since not suited for any
other crops will turn barren.

The estuarine ecosystem which includes the mangrove forests is
highly productive harbouring the fish, shrimp, prawn etc. needs the
continuous touch of freshwater to get the brackish water situation
for their growth. The river flow keeps the salinity level and the
brackish water becomes the ideal for the healthy growth of man-
groves. Impounding of water at Farakka has affected drastically the
growth of Sunderbans in Bengal. The environmentalists of Odisha
are worried about the future of the Bhitrakanika wetland as the
river Brahmani waters are being drawn for the industrial purpose
leaving little chance for the brackish water environ needed for the
mangroves.

The estuaries, both Krishna and Godavari, are home for diverse
animal life. Krishna wild life sanctuary and Koringa wild life sanc-
tuary are protected under Law. There are estuarine crocodiles,
smooth coated otters, serpent eagles, fishing cats, jackals and over
100 bird species. The reduction in freshwater river flow and conse-
quentincrease in salinity is bound to stress the habitats of the fauna
and may result in the man-crocodile conflict if the estuarine croc-
odiles start moving up the river where the brackish water situation
is pushed to.

More saline ground water means less production in agriculture
and more serious the consequences for the people on either side of
the river and the delta proper.So we need to understand the need
for the natural out flow of the river into the sea and never say that
water is going as waste down the Prakasam barrage.
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Assam flood situation improves

Number of affected people comes down to 1.18 lakh

Guwahati: The flood situa-
tion in Assam improved on
Sunday with the number of
people affected by the deluge
coming down to over 1.18
lakh and no new fatality report-
ed, a bulletin said.

According to the daily
flood report of the Assam State
Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA), at least
1,18,300 people are suffering
from the deluge in Barpeta,
Chirang, Darrang, Dhemaji,
Goalpara, Golaghat, Morigaon
and Nagaon districts.

Golaghat is the worst-hit
district with around 48,300

people affected, followed by
Darrang and Morigaon.

Till Saturday, nearly 1.77
lakh people were hit by the del-
uge across 12 districts of the
state. The total number of per-
sons losing their lives in this
year's flood stands at seven, the
bulletin said.

Four more persons have
drowned, but the ASDMA said
these were cases of "general
drowning" and not included in
the flood toll.

At present, 646 villages are
underwater and about 19,659
hectares of crop areas have
been damaged across Assam,

the bulletin said.

Authorities are running 24
relief camps and distribution
centres in nine districts, where
2,333 people, including 439
children, have taken shelter.

The administrations have
distributed 10.65 quintals of
rice, dal and salt, 11.25 litres of
mustard oil, 419.25 quintals of
cattle feed and other flood
relief items during the day.

Massive erosion was wit-
nessed in Barpeta, Biswanath,
Bongaigaon, Dhubri,
Kokrajhar, Morigaon and
Sonitpur districts, the bulletin
said PTI
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